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THE 


INTRODUCTION. 


T HE Style, and Manner of Writing, in the Epiftle to the 
Hebrews being fo plainly different from St Paul’s in all his 
other Epiflles; and no Name being prefixed to This, as there 
is to all the reft of his Epiftles,—it is not much to be won¬ 
dered at, if Men of Learning, trying to account for this Difference, 
have given a Variety of Conjectures in order to a Solution of the Diffi¬ 
culty. And when in the Courfe of many Hundred Years, One has fan¬ 
cied one Thing, another another, and a Third has gueffed a Third, 
the Variety of Conjectures has increafed the Difficulty, and at length 
has confounded, or darkned, inftead of clearing up the Matter. 

It is certain, that as the Difficulty has chiefly arifen from the Style 
of this Epiftle, fo fome have imagined (as their Taftes have been) 
that it is much like Barnabas’s Manner. Others have fancied it to 
be like Clemens’s ; and a Third has conceived it to be like St Luke’s 
the Evangeliff. But Thefe Opinions not appearing probable to fome 
of later Times, They have.conjectured it to be wrote by Apollos. 
Still, all thefe Conjectures have been only to account for the Style and 
Manner of Writing; without any Proof that St Paul is not the real 
Author ; or that his Manner might not be different as his SubjeCt dif¬ 
fered ; or that They all, in each refpeCtive Conjecture, contradict a 
great Number of exprefs Teflimonies concurring in attributing this 
Epiftle to St Paul. 

It will therefore be worth while to confider what the Antients have 
faid on this Occafion. 

[ a ] St Jcrom 
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St Jerotn ( a) fpeaking of St Paul’s Epiftles fays, “ The Epiftle to 
“ the Hebrews is believed not to be His, by reafon of the Difference 
“ of Style and Language ; but either to be Barnabas’ s, according to 
“ Lertullian ; or Luke the Evangelift’s, according to fome ; or, Cle- 
“ mens’ s, who was afterwards Bifhop of the Church of Rome ; who, 
“ they fay, being conflantly with Paul, took down in Writing what 
“ Paul laid, and dreffed it in his own Style and Manner. Or it is 
“ not believed to be his, becaufe Paul writing to the Hebrews, did 
“ not think proper to put his Name at the Beginning of this Epiftle, 
“ by Reafon of the Averfion they had to Him. He wrote as an He- 
“ brew to the Hebrews in Hebrew, i. e. in his own Tongue very 
“ elegantly; that Thofe Things which were wrote elegantly in 
“ Hebrew might be more elegantly tranflated into Greek. And This 
“ is the Reafon, that the Style of This Epiftle may feem to differ 
“ from the reft of St Paul’s Epiftles.” 

The chief Ground of the Difficulty is, the Difference of Style 
and Language betwixt This and the reft of St Paul's Epiftles. 
And This divided the Antients as much as it has the Moderns , and 
occafioned a Variety of Conjectures about the Author, and even 
about the Language in which it was wrote: Or elfe, becaufe no 
Name was prefixed to this Epiftle, Hence there was room for every 
Body to guefs in thofe Times, juft as he thought moft likely, who 
was the real Author, and what fhould be the Reafon that it ap¬ 
peared without a Name: And all feem to have fallen in with one or 
other of the above-mentioned Schemes. 

It is admitted, that there is a Difference of Style, and a different 
Manner of Reafoning, in This, and the other Epiftles of St Paul: 
But then the Style of this is as different from the Style and Manner 
of St Luke, dr Barnabas, or Clemens, as it is from that of St Paul 
himfelf in his other Writings. What is there in the Gofpel , or A£ls 
of the Apoftles, that has the Appearance of being wrote like the 
Epiftle to the Hebrews ? St Luke's Style is eafier, more plain, purer 
Greek , not abounding with Hebraifms , like our Author’s: As to Bar~ 


(a) Epiftola autetn quae fertur ad Hebraeos 
non ejns creditur propter Styli Sermonifque 
diftantiam i fed vel Barnabae juxta Tertullia- 
num; vel Luca: Evangeliftte juxta quofdam ; 
vel Clements, Roinanae poftea Ecclefiae Epif- 
copi, quem aiunt ipfi adjunflum Sententias 
Pauli proprio ordinafle et ornafle Sermone : 
Vel certe quia Paulue feribebat ad Hebnos, 


et propter invidiam fui apud eos nominis, titu- 
luminprincipioSalutationisamputaverat. Scrip- 
ferat ut Hebraeus Hebrseis Hebraice, id eft, fuo 
Eloquio difertiflime, ut ea qute eloquenter 
Scripta fuerant in Hebrso, eloquentius ver- 
terentur in Graecum: et hanc caufam efle quod 
a cateris Pauli Epiftolis diferepare videatur. 
HitroM. Cat. Scrip . Ecclef. 

nabas's 



The INTRODUCTION. in 

naBai s Epiftle, it contains the moil ftrnnge and forced Allegories, idle 
Fables, and puerile Conceits, as different from the Logical ftridt Rea- 
foning, and mafterly Spirit of our Apoftle, as one Writing can be from 
another. Nor is Clemens' s Language like St Paul's, (I am fpeaking of 
the Style and Manner ufed in this Epiftle to the Hebrews) more than it 
is to That of Barnabas , or any other Writer. And, laftly, as to Apollos, 
nothing of his is extant from which His Style can be known : And 
what is very remarkable, He is never once mentioned as an Eccle- 
fiaftical Writer by either Greek or Latin Author. Nor is there any 
Circumftance in Hiftory, that hints at his ever having been in Bonds, 
as the Author of this Epiftle moft certainly was^ Therefore, 

2. Thofe who deny this Epiftle to be St Paul's, and adjudge it to 
either Luke, or Barnabas , or Clemens , merely from the Style, have 
always Three to One againft them, judging of Style in a different 
Manner, and denying that Similitude of Language which others 
contend for. And if a Fourth Author be thought on (as has been 
done by fome) becaufe He is defcribed by St Luke as an Eloquent Man , 
and mighty in the Scriptures, Adis xviii. 24, it fhews manifeftly that 
thofe Criticks do not imagine that Clemens, or Barnabas, or St Luke 
were the Writers of this Epiftle, more than St Paid was; nor do 
they fee a Similitude of Style betwixt the Author of this Epiftle 
and any of thofe mentioned by St yerom. I muft add, 

3. That whatever St yerom here fays about “ a Hebrew writing 
“ in Hebrew," yet He never pretends, here or elfewhere, (no nor 
any one elfe) to have met with this Epiftle in Hebrew. So that this 
is a mere Hypothefis, to account for the Difference of Style ; which 
the Nature of the Subjedt, and the Defign of the Writer, will much 
more naturally account for. 

But it is not only in this Place, that this Great Father, I mean St 
yerom , expreffes himfelf with a feeming Doubt about the Author of 
this Epiftle; but in feveral other Places he fpeaks with the fame 
Uncertainty. Thus in his Comment on Litus, he fays (b) “ Read 
“ over the Epiftle of Paul the Apoftle to the Hebrews ; or whofe fo- 
“ ever you think it to he, for now it is admitted among thofe that are 
“ received by the Church among the Canonical Epiftles." It will not 
be right from hence to conclude, that yerom doubted whe¬ 
ther St Paul were the Original Author of this Epiftle. His Doubt 
was only, whether the Apoftle was the Author of the Greek 

(t) Relege ad Hebraros Epiftolam Pauli Apo- quia jam inter Ecclefiafticas eft recepta. Hierou. 
ftoli, five cujufcunque alterius earn effe putas, Com. in Titum. c. ii. 

[ a 2 ] Text 
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Text then received in the Church, and not about his being the Author 
of the Original. He may have been in the Notion of Origen, who 
imagined this Epiftle to have been wrote in Hebrew, and tranflated 
by fomebody (he knew not who) into the prefent Language. This 
may appear probable, not only from what has been faid already, but 
from an Obfervation he has made upon that Text of the Proverbs, 
— My Son defpife not the chaftening of the Lord ; neither be weary of 
his Correction, for whom the Lord loveth he corredleth, even as a Father 
the Son in whom he delighteth. Prov. iii. n, 12. St ferom, taking 
notice of the Difference of the Author of this Epiftle’s Words, 
which are taken from the Septuagint, and not from the Hebrew , fays, 
(c) “ It is much to be wondered at, that the Apoftle writing to the 
“ Hebrews in Hebrew, ftiould choofe to follow the LXX Verfion.” 
To underftand this Remark of St ferom, it mull be obferved, that 
the Word in the Original DtOI, may be read as two Words, and 
then it fignifies, and grieveth, or, maketh forry, every Son whom he 
receiveth : or, it may be read, as we tranflate it, in three words, even 
as a Father. The LXX render it in the former fenfe, /xureyoi.-, and 
fo is the Greek in the Epiftle to the Hebrews. St ferom interprets 
the Place in the latter Senfe, §>uaft Pater, even as a Father ; and up¬ 
on this it is that he takes notice of the Verfion of the LXX, and 
wonders why “ the Apoftle writing in Hebtew to' the Hebrews, 
“ fhould follow them.” The Greek Epiftle to the Hebrews does indeed 
follow them: But if the Apoftle wrote in Hebrew , He might ufe 
the ambiguous Letters DND1 as they lay in the place they were cited 
from i and the Tranflator followed the meaning which the LXX 
put upon the Words, rather than the other meaning which St ferom 
thought more proper. Hence it may feem clear that if St ferom 
thought that the Apoftle wrote this Epiftle in Hebrew, then it was 
the Franftator that followed the LXX: Or elfe, that the Apoftle 
wrote it in Greek as well as in Hebrew : Or elfe, he ufes the Word 
Apoftle for the Franjlator of this Epiftle of the Apoftle, unknown as 
he was to him. 

Nor was this Notion peculiar to St ferom, that St Paul wrote this 
Epiftle originally in Hebrew : Others had the fame long before: 
But whoever was the Author of this Fancy, it feems to have 
been nothing but a mere Conjecture, without any fufficient 

(r) Notandum autem quod pro hoc verbo mirandum cur Apoftolus ad Hebrsos Hebraice 
[ 3N31 ] Septuagima Interpretes dixerferibens, magis fequi voluerit, Hitron. in Prov. 
tat autem onmem (ilium quern recipit. Quod c. iii. 

ground. 
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ground. For though in the place before cited, Jerom names Bar¬ 
nabas , and Clemens, and Luke, as the fuppofed Tranfators of it, 
yet when he comes to give an Account of Barnabas and his Works, 
he takes not the lead: notice of his being the reputed Author of fuch 
Tranflation. He does the fame when he fpeaks of St Luke the Evan- 
gelid; there is not a Word of any fuch Work. When he comes to 
give an Account of Clemens and of his Writings, he tells us that ho 
wrote ( d) “ a very ufeful Epijtte to the Corinthians, in the Name of 
“ the Church of Rome, — which feems to me, fays he, to agree with 
“ the Style of the Epidle, which commonly goes under the Name of 
“ Paul to the Hebrews: He makes ufe of many, not only Sentiments, 

“ but even the very Order of Words in it: There is certainly a very 
“ great Similitude betwixt them." The Obfervation is certainly true, 
that Clemens’s Epidle has many Exprefions, and many Sentiments, the 
fame with thofe of the Epidle to the Hebrews : But the obvious Reafon 
of that is, that he tranfcribed them from thence. But Jerom does not 
in this, which was its proper Place, fay,. That he was even the reputed 
Tranflator of that Epidle of St Paul: nor does he mention any body 
that ever did fee the Original in Hebrew. 

But whatever were the Conjectures of one or another, arifing from 
the Difference of Style, or Manner of writing (which in many Authors 
differs much according to the Subjedt they are treating), no Con- 
clufion can be drawn with any Certainty, that it was not St Paul’s, 
or that he did not write it in Greek, merely from this Circumdance. 
And one cannot but obferve, that Jerom himfelf, notwithdanding 
what he faid about a Difference of Style, commonly cites it as St 
Paul’s, or as The Apoftle's, or as The Blejfed Apofle's. Thus in his 
Epidle to Evagrius, he feveral times cites it as the Apodle Paul's. 
E. g. (e) “ The Apodle ajfrms that the Priefhood of Aaron bad both 
a Beginning and an End." And afterwards citing the Words — Of 
whom we have many Things to fay and hard to be uttered. — He adds 
(f) “ not that The Apodle could not utter them, but that it was im- 
“ proper at that Time." And to diew which of the Apoftles he 
meant, he calls him (g) “ The Vef 'el of Election." And (h) “ The 

(d) Scriplit ex perfona Romans Ecdefis ad (e) Affirmat dpojlohti quod Aaron facerdo- 
Rcclefiam Corinthiorum valde utilem epilto- tium—& principium habuerit Sc finem. Hieton, 
lam, quae mihi videlur charafteri epiltolae, quae ad Evagrium. Tom. iii. p. 13 . 
fub Pauli nomine ad Hebrsos fertur convenire. (f) Non quia jtpojtolus non potuerit id inter- 
Sed & multi* de eadem epiltola non folum fen- pretari, fed quia illius temporis non fueric. IbiA 
fibus, fed & juxta verborum quoque ordinem a- {g) Vas Fdedionis. Ibid. 

butitur. Omninograndis in utraque fimilitudo [b) Apoftolus in Epiltola fua ad Hebrseos. 

ell, Hieran. v. Clement. Ibid. 

Apodle 
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“ Apoftle in his Epiftle to the Hebrews.” At the fame time that 
He thus declares the Apoftle to be the Author of this Epiftle, he ob- 
ferves, that (i) “ All the Greeks, and fame only of the Latins admit- 
“ ted it.” In another Epiftle of Jerom’s, viz. to Paulinas, he fays 
(k) “ That Paul the Apoftle wrote Epiftles to feven Churches,” 
[viz. Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, Ephcjians, Philippians, Colojjians, 
PheJJalonians ,] “ but the Eighth to the Hebrews is by mft reckoned 
“ not among his.” So difficult is it to reconcile St Jerom tohimfelf 
when he fpeaks of the Author of this Epiftle. 

And indeed fo it is when he fpeaks of the Reception of this 
Epiftle in the Churches of the Eajl and Weft. He had faid in his 
Epiftle to Evagrius, that all the Greeks received this Epiftle, and 
fame only of the Latins. Yet in other Places he fpeaks in a very 
different Manner about this Fa£t. In his Epiftle to Dardanus, he 
fays (l), “ The Epiftle which is infcribed to the Hebrews is received, not 
“ only by the Churches of the Eaft, but by all Greek Ecclefiaftical 
“ Writers, who have lived before us, as Paul the Apoftle’.?: thd very ma- 
“ ny think it to be Barnabas’.?, or Clemens’? ? Nor is it much matter whofe 
“ it is, Jince it is the Work of fome Ecclefiaftical Perfon, and is daily 
“ read in the Churches Tho’ a little before this Paffage in the fame 
Epiftle, he faid (m) that the Vejjel of Election fpeaks, i. e. St Paul 
fpeaks to the Hebrews. He goes on (»). “ But if the Cuftom of 

“ the Latins does not receive it among the Canonical Scriptures, nor the 
“ Churches of the Greeks the Apocalypfe oj St John, yet we receive 
“ them Both; by no means following the Cuftom of thefe Times, but 
“ the Authority of old Writers, who make ufe of Leflimonies from Both, 
“ not as fometimes they do from Apocryphal Writings — but as from 
“ Canonical and. Ecclefiaftical ones” There are other Places in his 
Works, where he fpeaks of the fame Cuftom as prevailing among 

(0 Quam omnei Graci recipiunt, & nonnulli tidie Ecclefiarum Leflione celebretur. Huron. 
Latinorum. Ibid. ad Dardanum. Tom. iii p. 22. 

(A) Paulus Apoftolus ad ftptem Ecclefias fcri- [m) Vas Elcftionis loquitur ad Hebrxos. lb. 
bit; Otlama enim ad Hebrxos a plerifque (») Quod ft earn Latinorum confuetudo non 
extra numerum ponitur. Hier. ad Paulinvm, recipit inter Scripturas Canonicas, nec Grxco- 
Ton iii-p. 3. rum quidem Ecclelix Apocalypfim Johannis ea- 

(/) Iliad noftris dicendum eft, hanc epifto- dem libertate fufcipiunt, & tamen nos utraque 
lam quz infcribitur ad Hebrsos, non folum ab fufcipimus, nequaquam hujus temporis confue- 
Orientis Ecclefiis, fed ab omnibus retro Eccle- tudinem fed veterum fcriptorum authoritatem 
ftafticis Grxci Scrmonis Scriptoribus quaft Pauli fequentes, qui utriufque abutuntur teftimoniis, 
Apoftoli fufcipi, licet plerique earn vel Barna- non ut interdum de Apocryphis facere tblent; 
bx vel dementis arbitrantur. Et nihil inter- quippe qui & Gentilium literarum rare utantur 
effe cuius fit, cum ecdeftaftici viri fit, & quo- teftimoniis fed quaft Canonicis & Ecclefiafticis. 

Ibid. 

the 
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the Latins, not to receive the Epiftle to the Hebrews. In his Com¬ 
mentary on Ifaiab , c. vi. he has occafion to cite that Paflage of the 
Pfalmift — Who maketh his Angels Spirits, and his Minijlers a Flame 
of Fire. — From whence fays he (o) “ The Apojlle Paul in his Epijlle 
“ to the Hebrews, which the Latin Cuftom does not admit, fays, &c.” 
And again upon Ifaiah, c. viii. (p) “ The blelfed Apoftle in the 
“ Epiftle which is wrote to the Hebrews, “ (tho' the Cuftom of the 
“ Latin Church does not receive it among the Canonical Scriptures) 
“ fays, that this paflage is to be underftood concerning our Saviour.” 
St Jerom is fpeaking concerning a Paflage cited from this Chapter 
of the Prophet, and applied by the Apoftle to Chrift. Heb. ii. 13. 

In this Account, one cannot but take notice of the Inconjiftency, or 
at belt, Inaccuracy of this Author. He obferves, that this Epiftle 
was received by (q) “ all Church Writers that wrote in Greek , as St 
Paid's, In this St Jerom was certainly miftaken ; for it will appear 
prefently, that fume Greek Writers did not allow it to be his , or rather 
had their Doubts about its true Author. And as to the Latin Church, 
what-he calls in one place, nonnulli , fome, in another place it is pleri- 
que, mojl ; in other places ftill, he fpeaks of the Latins as totally re¬ 
jecting it; Earn Latina confuetudo inter Canonicas Scripturas non re- 
cipiat, The Cuftom of the Latin Church does not receive it among the- 
Canonical Scriptures. He himfelf frequently cites it as St Paul’s, or 
as The Apojlle s : But whether he meant that St Paul wrote it in He¬ 
brew, and that fome body, he knew not who, tranflated it into Greek 
in its prefent Form, does not appear; unlefs this may be collected 
from the Paflages here cited from him, to have been his Sentiment. 
In ftiort, when he was difpofed to make ufe of its Authority to any 
one, then, as Erafmus obferves (r), he fays it was admitted by fome 
of the Latins, at other times, it was rejected by them. 

But as Jerom has fuggefted that the Latin Churches did not receive 
the Epiftle to file Hebrews amongft the other Canonical Scriptures, it may 
be worth while to examine into this Fait; for it will appear I think, 
that it was admitted by the Church of Rome, and by other Churches of 
Italy, even from the Beginning. Let it then be obferved, 

(0) Unde & Paulus Apollolus in Epiflola ad piat) hoc Teftimonium ex perfona debere in* 
Hebraeos, quam Latina confuetudo non recipit, telligi Domini Salvatoris. Ibid. c. viii. 
nonne omnes, inquit, Miniflri funt Spiritus— (f) Ab omnibus retro Ecdefiafticis Graeei 

Comment, in Efaiam , c. vi. Sermonis Scriptoribus. Ef. ad Dardanum . 

(p) Caeterum beatus Apollolus in Epiflola (r) Alibi dicit Epiflolam ad Hebrteos fim- 
quae ad Hebraios fcribitur (licet earn Latina pliciter a Latinis non fuiffe receptam: Hie 
confuetudo inter canonicas feripturaa non reci- quoniam illius utitur teftimonio, addit, a non- 

nullis. Eraf. Scholia in Epift. ad Evagr. 

1. Clemens , 
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i. Clemens, Bifhop of Rome, wrote an Epiftle to the Church of 
Corinth ; wherein he not only makes ufe of the fame Sentiments 
that are in the Epiftle to the Hebrews, but (s) ufes the very Expref- 
iions, and even the very Order of the Words, as they lie in that Epiftle. 
But what makes it more full to our Purpole, is, “ that -he did not 
“ write this barely in his own Name, but ( t) in the Name and Perfon 
“ of the Church of Rome." The Church of Rome therefore knew 
what he wrote, and aflented to an Epiftle fo often cited, or referr’d 
to, in their Letter ; and they muft put it upon a level with other 
Sacred or Canonical Writings cited in the fame manner. And from 
hence I conclude, that at that Time, this Epiftle to the Hebrews was 
received by the Church of Rome: i. e. it was at firft received as the 
Apoftle Paul's in its prefent Form, i. e. in Greek. 

It is certain that Clemens frequently cites St Paul’s Epiftles, without 
naming either the Author, or the Epiftle. And though he once men¬ 
tions (u) the Epiftle of the BlefledYzxA the Apoftle by Name, there was 
a particular Reafon for that, becaufe St Paul had directed That Epi¬ 
ftle to the Church of Corinth. But his common Practice is to cite, 
or allude to, Places of Scripture, in fuch manner, that one may ea- 
fily fee what Places he had before him, or in his Memory, without 
naming the Sacred Writer whom he quoted. St Paul had with great 
Severity reproved the Corinthians for their Contentions and Diviftons. 
The fame Spirit of Divifion ftill continued among them, and feems 
to have been carried to even a greater length, when Clemens wrote, 
than it was in St Paul’s Days. No Wonder then that he Ihould men¬ 
tion St Paul’s Epiftle to them by Name, as well to fhew them how 
little they had profited by an infpired Teacher, as how much Factions 
and fcandalous Abufes, unworthy the Name of Chrift, prevailed at 
prefent among them. 

What the Diftance of Time was between St Pauls writing to them, 
and Clemens’ s is not fo eafy to determine. It is certain that Peter and 
Paul were both dead, becaufe Clemens mentions them both (,*) “ as 
“ gone out of the World to Places due to them.” They both died 
in A. D. 68. And this Epiftle feems to have been wrote not only 
when Clemens was Bijhop of the Church of Rome , but even after he 

(<) Multis de eadem Epiltola non folum fen- ( u ) ’Avc/.KaGnlti t ivlvbtui t fj.tty.afix Uctu- 

fibus, fed juxta verborum quoque ordinein ab'.l- r ’AxtroA*. Clem. C. 47. 

titur. Hieron. Catal. bcriptorum Ecclef. V. (*) Petrus. Mu pi up tie it t i'rofeuOu ttf t 0 - 

Clemens. ^6t\oij.zvov tottov n 1 J'ctiic. Clem. 

(r) Scripfit ex perfona Romanae Ecclefis ad Paulus. 'Airarru-ytt r notr/xn, £ Ui <f «- 
EccUfiam Cormthiorum. Ibid. yitv joiriir Wifii'iti. C. v. ibid. 

had 
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had been Bifhop fome Years: And the later it is put, the better will 
fome Expreflions in it be accounted for. Nor is there any Thing in 
it that implies (as fome have imagined) the Temple at Jerufalctn to be 
{landing; nor that Sacrifices continued to be offered in it. Suppofe 
then that Clemens continued alive, as Mr Dodwcll thinks, to A. D. 8 i, 
or as others much longer, even to Trajan's Days,—if he wrote this 
Epillle late in Life, he might well call the Church of Corinth (y), 
“ an antient Church." For it being founded by St Paul, A. D. 52, 
or 53, amongft the earliejl Churches , and having flood firm in the 
Profeflion of the Chriftian Faith near thirty , perhaps near fifty Years, 
it might by Clemens be juftly called “ an antient Church,” in Compa- 
rifon of many others that had been founded long fince that Time. 

But be this as it will, the Epiftle of Clemens was wrote in the ( z ) 
Name of the Church of Rome, not as a private Letter in his own 
Name, or in his private Capacity. And if the Epiftle to the Hebrews 
ftands cited, exadtly as the other Epiftles of St Paul were, then there 
is the fame Evidence for that’s being received by the Church of Rome, 
as any other of his Epiftles. 

Now the Paflages cited from, or alluded to in it, by Clemens, are, 

1. Heb. iii. 2. [a) Mofes was faithful in all his Houfe. But as this 
Pafiage may poflibly be taken from Numb. xii. 7. where the fame 
Words occur, I fhall lay no Strefs upon this Place here. 

2. When Clemens fpeaks thus of Chrifl ( b )—“ Who being the 
“ Brightnefs of his Majefty, is fo much greater than the Angels, as 
“ he hath by Inheritance obtained a more excellent Name. For it 
“ is written thus, Who maketh his Angels Spirits, and his Minifters 
“ a Flame of Fire. But of the Son the Lord faith thus—Thou art 
“ my Son, this Day have I begotten thee. And again he faith of 
“ him, Sit thou on my Right Hand, ’till I make thy Foes thy Foot- 
“ ftool.”—Was it poflible to write thus, and not have the Epiftle to 
the Hebrews before him, or in his Mind ? Compare the Words, and 
judge. St Paul fpeaking of our Lord, fays— Who being the Bright ~ 

[y) 'Ap^ai'ai'Kaeiffllaf ejCKAiKri'ai'. Ibid. J'lafopampov oi'oua xexAitpoi' b/Lfvufi'. Ti- 
c. 47. ypttmai y6 iroc. 'O aroidv Tae dyykwt 

(*) Ex perfona Romans Ecclefis Hieron. a lire 'xnufj.aia, x) ii( \aTtfyv< dure aru- 
Catal. Scrip v Clement. 'H 'kxxA»ai« 7» p be fr'eya. ’Eiri $ lpy/Siur* ovrvt 
O-a M w a Vup.ttv 7a *Kxx\naist Ta o J'ia'rljTnc • 1 toe p/a it trv, iyd ffti/etpw 

0ii nffd.p?re.*<jp KoetvQot'. Clem. Ep. c. i yiy'ivt'ttx.a. oi %cti ttolKiv \iy&rpoc duroty 

(a) Clement Ep. c. xn/ii. Ka0a ex v pi*, iuc air -3 k iyjipec u* 

(k) “O; uv dra.uynaij.tt •f p.iyat.tautit( Toir'oS'tov T ToJluy eta. Clem. Ep.c.xxxmi. 
ai/Ta, aaaivTtj) piii^av in dyyihat, bap 
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nefs of his Glory ; Clemens fays —Who being the Brightnefs of his Ma- 
jefiy. St Paul lays, —Being made fo much better than the Angels, as he 
hath by Inheritance obtained a more excellent Name than they. Clemens's 
Words are —He is fo much better than the Angels as he hath by Inheri¬ 
tance obtained a more excellent Name. The Author to the Hebrews 
fays— And of the Angels he faith , who maketh his Angels Spirits, and 
his Minijlers a Flame of Fire: Clemens exprelTes the fame Thing on 
the fame Occafion thus— For it is written thus , who maketh his Angels 
Spirits, and his Minijlers a Flame of Fire. The immediate following 
Words in both are —But unto the Son he faith : And then Clemens ap¬ 
plies a PalTage from the Pfalmift juft as St Paul did —Thou art my Son, 
this Day have I begotten thee. He immediately adds a Verfe which 
the Author to the Hebrews did not—Aik of me and I will give thee 
the Heathen, &c. But then he cites another PalTage which St Paul 
likewife did —Sit thou on my Right Hand, ’till I make thy Foes thy 
Foot-flool. 

3. Another Inftance where he ufes the fame Words with the A- 
poftle, is taken from Heb. xi. 37. They wandered about, fays the 
Apoftle, in Sheep-Skins and Goat-Skins. Clemens' s Words are (V)— 
“ Let us be Imitators of them who wandered about in Goat-Skins and 
“ Sheep-Skins.” The Note of ' Junius upon this PalTage is [d), 
“ This Place is taken out of the Eleventh Chapter to the Hebrews, 
“ as all that is here faid about the Faith and Obedience of the Patri- 
“ archs: The careful Reader will eafily fee that Likenefs of Senti- 
“ meats and Expreffons, which the Fathers have obferved to be be- 
" tween the Epiftle to the Hebrews, and this of Clemens from this and 
" other Places.” It is certainly eafy to find a Likenefs of Sentiment 
and ExpreJJion, when the one was plainly taken from the other : But 
is the Style, and Manner of Writing, or Reafoning, at all alike in thefe 
two Epiftles, except in the PalTages where the one cited, or alluded 
to the other ? 

A 4th PalTage which Clemens has from the Epiftle to the Hebrews, 
is this.. He fays (e), “ The blefled Mofes was a faithful Servant in 
“ all the Houfe.” Now St Paul has it—Mofes verily was faithful 

(c) MijUiiT*< ytya/xiBa. mtKin'uv %mvtt lam ad Hebrsos & hanc dementis e(Te dixe- 

\* J'iffxa.iny diyt'ust xj nnXaTaltf wtfuwd- runt, ex hoc loco & aliis facile deprehendere 
Taaay. Ibid c. xvii. poteft diligens & attentus Leftor. Junius. 

(d) Hie locus ex XI° ad Hebrasos defum- in toe. 

ptus eft, pioat tota hsec narratio de fide & (e) ’O /s.a.xJ.es'B- wirot SifdoruV iy oAp ru 

obedientia Patriarcharum. Similitudinem iiki? Mautsnt. Clem. Ep. c. xliii. 

Senfuum & Verborum, quam Patres in Epifto- 

in 
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in all his Houfe as a Servant, Heb. iii. 5. Clemens has cited this Paf- 
fage twice; and he has applied it as the Author to the Hebrews has 
done : Once, that Mofes was faithful in all his Houfe; which poffibly 
might be taken from Numb. xii. 7. and therefore I did not infill up¬ 
on this before. But when it is cited a fecond Time, and there is 
added to it, that he was faithful as a Servant, or, he was a faithful 
Servant,—fuch coincidence of Words and Sentiments can fcarce a- 
rife from Chance. 

5. Clemens calls our Saviour, our High Priefl. Which Title being 
never applied to Chrift in any other Part of the New Tedament, but 
only in the Epidle to the Hebrews , he certainly took that Notion 
from thence. The Author to the Hebrews calls our Saviour, the High 
Priell of our Calling, c. iii. 2. And he obferves, that every High 
Priefl is ordained to offer Gifts and Sacrifices, c. viii. 3. Accordingly 
Clemens calls Chrijl (f) the High Pried: of our Offerings. And he 
begs that God (g) the InfpeSlor of all—the God of all Fief:—woidd 
grant to every Soul Faith, Fear, Peace—through our High Pried Jefus 
Chrifi. 

There are feveral other Paffages in Clemens's Epidle, which prove 
that he had the Epidle to the Hebrews before him, when he wrote 
to the Corinthians : And as he wrote in the Name and by the Authority 
of the Church of Rotne, and he alludes to this Epidle, or cites from 
it, jud as he does to other Epidles of St Paul, or to the Gofpels 
themfelves, I cannot but conclude that in his Time this Epidle was 
admitted in the Church of Rome, as much and as well as St Luke’s 
Gofpel, or any other of the Books of the New Tedament. 

It has been faid, that Clemens “ does not give the lead Hint as if 
“ he borrowed any Expreffions from the Epidle to the Hebrews." 
That “ there is a Difference in the Expreffions themfelves; in the 
“ Order wherein they are ranged, and in the Texts cited from the 
“ Old Tedament.” 4 It is true that there is not the It aft Hint of Cle¬ 
mens’s borrowing from the Epidle to the Hebrews ; but there is fo 
much of the Expreffions themfelves, and fo much in the Quotations, 
from the Pfalmid, as is not to be matched in any other Writer, 
without inferring that he had the Author, whofe Words he ufed, 
before him. St Paul is fuppofed by fome to have wrote in Hebrew, 

(f) ’IiiffSi' Xet'ir r dpxnpici r nrejv- poffai', \iphvnv — J'id. Tti dp- 

fopSvnpitiv. C. xxm/i. riptuv Xe*r»- C. Itviii. 

(g) ’o TacifTOTTut - J'S>I Tttrip 

[ b 2 ] 
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and St Luke to have been the Greek Tranjlator. Now Clemens upon 
this Suppofition ufes the very Words of this Tranflation, iyyixwtvy 
Stx'poftirtfoj ovojj.it. xcHhvpovopvxtv. How unlikely is this, when we fee, that 
even the Tranflators of this Verfe into Latin differ vaftly more than 
Clemens does from St Luke. The Old Verfion is, Tanto melior angelis 
effcclus quanto differentius prae illis nomen hcereditavit. The New 
Verfion, by Erafmus, is, Tanto preeffantior faff us Angelis, quanto 
excellentius prae illis (ortitus ejl nomen. There may be a Change of a 
Word, of equal good Senfe, or there may be a Change of Order in 
Words, where a Citation is made by Memory : But ftill, there muff 
be one common Paffage transcribed, where the fame Sentiment is ex- 
preffed in the fame Words, and one Word only not in the fame Order ; 
efpecially in a Language where the Order of Words admits of great 
Variety. 

It is added, “ As to the Thoughts wherein Clemens and the Author 
“ of this Epiftle agree, it is pofhble, that Clemens often heard St 
“ Paul exprefs them in his private Converfation and public Preaching, 
“ and afterwards ul'ed them as his own, the like to which every 
“ other Writer in the World has done.” It is agreed here too, that 
a Sentiment often heard, is, and may be, ufed as one’s own. But is 
it probable (unlefs fome Proof can be given) that the fame Words 
fhall be ufed to exprefs the fame Sentiment, and that too nearly in the 
fame Order, for many Words together? That Clemens might ufe a 
fmgle Word, fuch as High Priejl, or even more, as wandered about in 
Sheep-Skins and Goat-Skins, from St Paul’s Preaching or Converfation, 
may be pojjible ; but the Difficulty turns upon a Sentiment's being ex- 
preffed in the fame Words and Order, as the fuppofed Tranflator ren¬ 
dered it, or the Author himfelf ufed, without having the Book itfelf 
either in his Memory, or before him. This appears (to me at leaft) 
fo improbable a Conjecture, efpecially as no Evidence is fo much as 
hinted at any where, that Clemens came by this Sentiment from St 
Pauh s public Preachmg or private Converfation, that I fhall pafs to 
other Things of more Moment. 

Secondly, Long after Clemens's Days, about the Year of our Lord 250, 
i- e. about 150, or 160 Years, or perhaps more, after Clemens wrote 
his Epiftle, this Epiftle to the Hebrews was admitted by the Church 
of Rome as cationical, notwithftanding fome particular Perfons among 
them might difpute, who was the proper Author of it. What I mean 
is, that the Latin Church received it as canonical, and read it in their 
Churches as they did other Parts of Scripture. 


Novation 
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Novatian lived about the Year 250, and was a Prefbyter of the 
Church of Rome. He, pretending to greater Severity of Difcipline 
in the Church than ordinary, maintained that fuch as had lapfed were 
not to be received on any Terms to Communion in the Church, but 
were to be left to the Judgment of God: That the Church had no¬ 
thing to do to admit, or to countenance fuch Offenders, be they ever 
fo penitent. The Bifliops of Rome and Carthage , &c. were of a dif¬ 
ferent Opinion, and had determined, that fuch as had lapfed might, 
and ought to, be admitted to Communion upon evident Signs of 
fincere Repentance, and their having undergone a longer or fhorter 
Penance , prefcribed according to the Nature and Degree of their 
Offence; and this they deemed a fufficient Satisfaction for the Offence 
given. Novatian on the other Hand was furioufly zealous againft 
all that had been weak enough to lapj'e ; and would make no Allow¬ 
ance for Infirmity, Violence of Temptation, Circumvention by the 
Arts, or Allurements of the Enemy, or even the Force that was 
ufed to extort a Compliance. What now was it that this Severity 
and Rigour was founded on ? Not fo much upon that Declaration of 
our Lord (though that had fome Weight with him, or was pretended: 
to have Authority), Whofoever Jhall deny me before Men, him will'I 
alfo deny before my Father which is in Heaven, Matt. x. 33. but prin¬ 
cipally upon the Words of the Epiftle to the Hebrews,—It is im- 
pofiible for thofe who were once enlightned—if they Jhall fall away, to 
renew them again unto Repentance, feeing they crucify ■ to themfelves 
the Son of God afreflo, and put him to open Shame, Heb; vi. 4, 5, 6. 
And again,— For if we fin wilfully after that we have received the 
Knowledge of the Truth, there remaineth- no' more Sacrifice for Sin, 
but a fearful looking for of Judgment, and fery Indignation which Jhall 
devour the Adverfary, Heb. x. 26. There was a third Place in this 
Epiftle which leemed as ftrong for Novatian sPurpofe as any; where, 
fpeaking of Efau, it is faid,— Ye know that afterwards when he would 
have inherited the Bleffing he was rejected, for he found no Place of Re¬ 
pentance, though he fought it carefully with Tears, Heb. xii. 17. 

Novatian then founding his Notions upon thefe Paffages, it is cer¬ 
tain that he muft receive this Epiftle as canonical Scripture. And 
thofe who oppofed him, did not pretend to deny the Authority of 
the Epiftle, but explained the Words in a lefs harfh and fevere Senfe,. 
in a quite different Manner from what Novatian did. They did not 
objedt to the Epiftle, as not being canonical, or as not wrote by the 
Apofle, or as not received by them; but they underftood the Paffages 

as 
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as confiftent with the Difcipline in ufe, or with the Determinations of 
the Councils called upon this particular Occafion both at Carthage and 
at Rome, (b) “ The Epiftle [to the Hebrews ] does not exclude Re- 
“ pcntance, but fhews a Degree of Honour, between him who has 
“ kept himfelf perfect [/. e. without falling] and him who hath fin- 
“ ned : It is therefore a Detriment of Dignity, not a Lofs of Sal- 
“ vation, in him that has been guilty of Sin, that the Epiftle fpeaks 
“ of.” So Phila/lrius, who was Biihop of Brefcia in Italy, and lived 
as early as Jcrotn. 

I mull add, 3 dly, That Philajlritis thought the Epiftle to the He¬ 
brews to be St Pauls-, and tells us that (/') “ it was Jometimes read in 
“ the Churches.” The Fadt feems to have been, that though fome 
without good Grounds, thought that fome Additions were made in this 
Epiftle by Perfons not orthodox, therefore they read only thirteen E- 
piftles of St Paul in the Church to the People, yet Jometimes this to the 
Hebrews was read. They who did not read it, thought it to be cor¬ 
rupted ; whoever was the Author of the Greek Epiftle : Whilft others, 
even from the Beginning, thought it to be St Paul s own Writing in 
Greek. It is allowed by all to be wrote in purer Greek, than the other 
Epiftles of that Apoftle are : And this is the natural Caufe of Variety 
of Conjectures, according as Men imagine the Style to be like that of 
one or another. But its being read Jometimes in the Church of Rome 
to the People, is a Sign of its being received by them that did read it. 
And if it was not always read, that is no Evidence of its not being not 
admitted as canonical, but that there were DoSirines or Notions con¬ 
tained in it, that were not conceived to be fo confiftent with commonly 
received Opinions, as was defired. 

It may juftly be deemed ftrange, that a Book admitted to be cano¬ 
nical Scripture, and allowed to be the Work of an Apoftle, fhould be 
kept from the People, as containing either a falfe Dodtrine, or a 
Dodtrine unfit for them to hear : As if Men, who know nothing of 
the fecret Things of God, but what is derived to them from Reve¬ 
lation, can fpeak more juftly, or more properly, than the Revealer 
himfelf: Or as if they had Authority to conceal from any, what was 
wrote with Defign to be known to all. But fuch was the Fate of 


( b) Poenitndinem non excludit docendo, fed 
diverfum grad am Dignitatis oftendit inter hunc 
qui integrant cuftodivit, & ilium qui peccavit. 
Dignitatis igitur eft detrimentom in eo qui pec¬ 


cavit, non damnum Salutis. Philafl. dt 
Hare/ Har. 89. 

(*') Nift tredecim Epiftolae ipfius, * ad He- 
braos interdum. Ibid. 
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this Epiftle among the Latins! There was a Time (£) “ when it 
“ was not read to the People, becaufe there were certain Expreffions 
“ in it, which the pious Men in Power thought would convey wrong 
“ Notions to them concerning the Son of God" as when Chrift is faid 
to have been faithful to him that MADE him. We render the Place 
—Who was faithful to him that appointed him, Heb. iii. 2. In the 
Original it is, -d-omVam, a Word which fignifies to M A K E : And hence 
it is ufed in many other Senfes, to generate, to conjlitute, appoint, ordain, 
advance, as the Circumftances of the Place require. This, it feems, 
was one Reafon why this Epiftle was not read in the Church to the 
People always. A Second was, becaufe it (/) “ countenanced the 
“ Novatian Errors about Repentance after Baptifm.” Philafrius takes 
Care to aflign the Meaning of thefe Places, and thus to guard his 
Readers againft the Miftakes they might be apt to fall into : But then 
this ftiews, that the not reading this Epiftle in the Church to the 
People was, purely on a temporary Account; not that they did not 
receive it as canonical, but they, good Men ! were afraid leaft the 
People in Times of Faction and Party might be confirmed in fome 
Error from it. However, if it was omitted to be read, on Account 
of its feeming to countenance Novatian’ s Errors, then furely it was 
read before Novations Times: And if it was omitted when the Con- 
troverfy was on Foot, whether the Son was MADE or created, it is 
very natural to infer that it was read at other Times, when there was 
no Difpute about the Extent or Meaning of the Word 7 r<nri<ravTii him 
that MADE him. So that one muft conclude from thefe Reafons 
of Philafrius , that the Epiftle to the Hebrews was received by the 
Latin Church; and was read, or not, to the People, as was judged 
likely to do good or not. 

Let us next confider, who they were that are faid to have rejected 
this Epiftle, as not being St Paul’s. And here we are told that one 
Caius, a Prefbyter of the Church of Rome, did not admit it. And to 
him is joined Hippolytus, a Bilhop. In the African Church, T ertul- 
lian, and Cyprian, and St Aufiin. In the Greek or Eaflern Church, 
Origen, Eufebius, Jerom. Each of thefe muft be confidered. 

Cams is the firft, and probably the only one in the Church of 
Rome, that is mentioned as not allowing St Paul to be the Author of 
the Epiftle to the Hebrews. He lived at Rome about the Year 210, 


M Etquia & factum Chriftum dicit in ca, (/) Dc Pcrnitentia autem propter Novacianoa 
inde non legitur. Ibid. aque. Ibid. 
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in Zepbyrinus’ s Times, and (m) “ was engaged in a Controverfy 
“ with one Proclus, a great Stickler for the Herefy of the Cata- 
“ phrygians. In this Debate, defigning to put a Stop to the Readi- 
“ neis and Boldnefs of his Adverfary in making new Scriptures, he 
“ takes Notice of only thirteen Epiftles of St Paul , not reckoning 
“ that to the Hebrews with the reft.” Eufebius inftantly adds—“ and 
“ even to this Day among fome of the Romans this is not thought to 
“ be the 'Apoftle’s.” Photius tells us, that Caius did not admit , or 
approve, or give his Judgment for this Epiftle. Eufebius fays, that he 
did not take Notice of it, or reckon it with the reft of St Paul's E- 
piftles; and he gives us the Reafon for it, viz. that he might put a 
Stop to that Boldnefs and Readinefs of his Adverfary to forge or make 
new Scriptures. 

St Jerom has given us fome Account of Caius, and had plainly this 
Paflage of Eufebius before him, and even tranflated fome Part of it; 
whether fo accurately as he ought, let the Reader judge. («) “ Caius 
“ had a very famous Controverfy with Proculus, charging him with 
“ Rafhnefs in defending new Prophecies. And in the fame Volume 
“ reckoning up only thirteen Epiftles of Paid, he fays the fourteenth , 
“ which is that to the Hebrews, is none of his. And even to this 
“ Day it is not received as his among the Romans" Not to take No¬ 
tice of other Inaccuracies, St Jerom has given us Eufebius’ s Remark 
in fuch a Manner, as not to be true either of Caius's Time, or even of 
Jerom s own Time. For, whereas Eufebius had faid, that the Epiftle 
to the Hebrews was not deemed by some of the Romans to be St Paid’s 
even to this Day, viz. Eufebius’ s Times, Jerom has tranflated it— apud 
Romanos ; not among fome of the Romans, but univerfally, among the 
Romans. And then the Words —cU Si upo— to this Day, viz. Eufebius’s 
Times, is rendered ufque hodie, to this Day, in Jerom s Times. Now Eu- 
jebius flourifhed about theY ear, 320; and Jerom was near 100 Y ears later. 


-(*) Tp/< si, JtKa. y'ovac \tn-oKac aeSyu- 
Tat riauAs, mk. iy-AfiVaV ¥ xpif ‘EC^fttssf. 
Photius, c. xlviii. 

’Ha6‘ J'i) iU ssyat Aj Tain, KoysunaTss av- 
Jqof J'latoy&s, iori Pdysic Kara Z‘pvpivo‘ 
rrfof nfAx-Ao? tX( Ko.TttQpiyns aipttreat 
vxipyaySsnst ussuvnyiv® 1 ’ iv is Tat J'i' 
ivairtia .1 t srepi tJ awTalruv statvaf yga- 
$£f ■x(j>iri]nav T! sij loKyav iortc-oyt^nv, 
T 71 hpi A J'nta.Teiiii’ yovut it/- 

roAov ytuyortiH, ¥ •xfic ‘EC pat is < yti <rts- 

juaSpuVctf Tens rpnrciif- ’Etti/ 19 tii Jtu- 


gp Tstpa Vayaluv titiv m royf^erai tb Atto- 
roAM Tt/yyavsiv. Eufeb Hifi Ec. 1 . <vi. c. 20. 

(«) Caius—Difputationem adverfus Procu- 
lum, Montani Sedtatorem valde infignem ha- 
buit, arguens eum temeritatis fuper novam 
Prophetiam defendendam Ec in eedem Vo- 
lumine Epiftolas quoque Pauli tredecim tantum 
annumerans, decimam quartam quae featur ad 
Hebrxos dicit ejus non eiTe. Scd & apud Ro¬ 
manos ufque hodie quafi Pauli Apojhsli non habe- 
tur. Hier. Calat. is crip. Ecclef. <v. Caius. 

Eufebius 
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Eufebius fays that “ he mentioned only thirteen Epiftles, not reckoning 
“ up that to the Hebrews with the reft.”— fferom fays, that he di- 
redtly “ afferted that to the Hebrews not to be St Paul's .” 

I have already taken Notice of this great Man’s Inaccuracy, or 
Inconfiftency, in fpeaking about the Roman Cujlom in relation to their 
Reception of this Epiftle. Here I fhall obferve, that it does not ap¬ 
pear, that Cains gave any Reafon why he did not admit the Epiftle 
to the Hebrews to be St Paul’s-, it is only faid that “ he" did not 
“ reckon it up among the reft of that Apoftle’s Writings.” If one may 
therefore conjedture at his Reafon, it feems not unlikely, that when 
he numbered up only thirteen Epiftles of the Apoftle, it was in a Dif- 
pute with Proclus or Proculus , who was ready enough and bold 
enough to advance and maintain new Scriptures. Caius would give 
him no Handle, or Opportunity, to objedt any Thing from a name- 
lefs Piece of Scripture: He therefore mentioned not the Epiftle to 
the Hebrews, which Proclus might pretend not to be St Paul's. 
Proclus was a famous Follower of Mont anus ; and he pleaded for the 
Revelations of Mont anus and Prifca or Prifcilla and Maximilla: And 
Caius was xoyni tutos dvr,?, a Man very acute in Reafoning, and under- 
ftood well his Point. And therefore he did not, or might not, as 
yero 7 ii fays he did, deny it exprefsly to be St Paul’s, but, as Eufebius 
exprefles it, he did not reckon or number up the Epiftle to the He¬ 
brews with the rejl, leaft he fhould give Proclus a Handle for Dif- 
pute. This I think is all that can be concluded from what is 
faid of Caius-, and what will fufficiently account for his reckoning 
up but thirteen Epijlles in this Debate. 

~ I have placed Hippolytus next, and as one of the Latin Church, 
becaufe he has been reckoned Bifhop of Porto in Italy. It is much 
more probable that he was a Bifhop fomewhere in Arabia than in 
Italy, not of Portus Oftienfts, at the Mouth of the River Liber, but 
far enough from that, at a Roman Port upon the Red Sea, called 
Adan. See Le Moyne’s Preface to his Varia Sacra ; where this Matter is 
at large examined. He was a Difciple of Irenccus, and flourifhed 
about the Year 220. He was a great Friend of Origen s -, and fhould 
much more properly be reckoned as a Member of the Eajlern 
Church, than of the Latiji. He wrote a great many Books, and 
was of great Service in the Converfion of Multitudes to the Chriftian 
Faith. St yerom takes no Notice of his Opinion concerning the 
Epiftle to the Hebrews: But we are beholden to Photius for the 

[ c ] Remark 
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Remark (o) “ that he was a Difciple of Irenceus," and that “ he 
“ made a Synopfts of Irenaus' s Book,” and f/>) “ that among the 

Things lei's accurately faid by him, one was, that the Epiftle to 
“ the Hebrews was not the Apoftle Paul'?,.'’ In another Place Phot ins 
gives an Account of a Book of Stephen Gobar s, and he tells us from 
him (q) that Hippolytus and Iremeus fay, that the Epiftle of Paul to 
the Hebrews is not his. But then he adds, “ that Clemens , and Eu- 
“ J’ebius , and a great Company of the Holy Fathers do reckon this 
“ with the other Epiftles, and lay that Clemens aforel'aid tranflated it 
“ from the Hebrew:’ 

Hippolytus was a great Friend of Origeri s, and fo great an Admirer 
of his Judgment and Abilities, that he put him upon writing Com¬ 
mentaries upon the Scriptures, preffing him daily to go on with his 
Labours, and fupplying him with, and paying of, Writers for him. 
So that his, and Origeri s Notions may reafonably be fuppofed to ftand 
upon one and the fame Foundation. In this Place therefore no more 
need to be faid than, that Irenceus no where fays (in any Thing that 
is extant) that the Epiftle to the Hebrews is not St Paul’r. It is true, 
that he has never cited it exprefsly as St Paul’s ; and I think he has not 
mentioned it at all, or even alluded to it, above two or three Times. 
Once he fays (r), that God who made all—by the Word of his Power: 
Which may feem to be taken from Heb. i. 3. A fecond Time he 
cites a Palfage which may be taken from Numbers , c. xii. 7, or 
from Hebrews iii. 5. (s) Mofes was afaithful Servant of God. Molt 
likely it was taken from Numbers , becaufe he is fpeaking of what is 
faid of Mofes , Exod. vii. 1. and the Citation is not exadt according to 
either what is faid in Numbers, or in the Epiftle to the Hebrews. It is 
pojjible (and that is all that can be faid) that he alluded to a Palfage in 
this Epiftle, when he was fpeaking of external Purifications (t) 
“ which were delivered in a Figure of ‘Things future , the Law mak- 
“ ing a Defcription of a kind of Shadow, and delineating eternal 


(0) MadHTHf ’E/piU'etix 0 
Phot. Bibl. c. exxi. 

(p)ts\ye< J'i ahKtt Ti tivo, riif dneiSi'mt 
r.&trrofj.ti’a, Kj ot i i) wpo< 'hXfy.luf iirKChn 
in tb ’ATcroAB ritf'At!. Ibid. 

(y) "Ot / 'IttsMit&i x) ’E/pm'a'i'®' 7nv 
ir pis Efpaias ior/soAHr riatJ ab, in inuv* 
tiva.1 fad. itrnfj.nf /Avtoi n, HutiCi®* x) 
ToAilf ttAA®. Secfifvi1 nra. 7 i.puv cf, 
raif arrait avvaeAutai ravitiv ivisvrdif, 
xj fddv aCinv in $ 'E pj.‘. 7 a.fpivat 


tov iipnpiivav Kri/niv'la. Photius, c. 
ccxxxii. 

(r) Deus qui omnia fecit—Verbo Virtutij 
fu:e. Iren. 1 . ii. c. 5;. 

(s) Fidelis Mofes famulus & fervus Dei. 
Iren. 1 . iii. e. 6. 

(/) Exteriores munditias feftantibus, quz in 
£guram futurorum tradiue erant velut umbra 
cujufdam deferiptionem facieute lege, acque 
delineante de temporalibus sterna, de terrenis 
csleftia. Ibid. Lib. iv. c. 24. 
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“ Things by temporal ones, heavenly Things by earthly ones.” 
What he fays of Enoch' s Tranflation, lib. iv. c. 30. and lib. v. 5. 
may as well be taken from the Books of Mofes as from the New 
Teftament. When therefore Hippolytus faid, that Irenceus aflerted 
the Epiftle of St Paul to the Hebrews not to be his, he mull have 
had this from fome Book of Irenceus that is now loft, and which no 
Body elfe has feen ; or this is a grofs Miftake in Stephen Gobar, ima-. 
gining Irenceus to have denied the Epiftle to be St Paul's, only from 
his not citing it by St Paul’s Name. Or, Lajlly , no more may 
really be meant, than that the Greek Epiftle was not the Apojlle’s ; 
that St Paul wrote it in Hebrew, and Clemens was the Author of it 
in it’s prefent Form and Drefs: And that the Fathers in great Num¬ 
bers reckoned the Greek Epiftle not to be St Paul's, but a Verfion 
from the Hebrew made by Clemens. But of this more will be faid, 
when I come to fpeak of Origen. 

Pafs we now from the Church of Rome (in which there is but one 
Caius , who is fuppofed not to have received this Epiftle, only be- 
caufe he did not reckon or number it with the refl of St Paul's) to that 
of Africa. And here we meet with Pertullian pofitively afterting it 
to be (a) Barnabas’ s, in which he feems to be Angular. He cites a 
long Paflage from Heb. vi. which fhews that he had the Epiftle to 
the Hebrews in View. And hence it was, that Jerom tells us, that 
(x) Pertullian was of Opinion, that Barnabas was it’s Author. Per- 
tullian afligns no Reafon for his Opinion: And if his Notion was 
founded only upon Difference of Style and Language between this 
and the reft of St Paul’s Epiftles, it may feem ftrange that no one 
elfe, befides Tertullian, fhould have perceived this Similitude betwixt 
Barnabas and our Author’s Manner of Writing. Neither Clemens 
Alexandrians, nor Origen , nor any Body elfe but Pertullian, attribute 
this Epiftle to Barnabas: And fo unlikely appeared this Conjecture, 
that no one of the Antients, who even doubted whether St Paul 
was the Author of it, ever followed this Montanif in his Notion. 

Cyprian does not cite this Epiftle at all, as I remember. But St 
Aufin in many Places fpeaks of it as St Paul’s, though in others- 

(“) Extat cuim & Barnab* Titulus ad He- nec rurfus fundament a per nit entire jaeere n b 
brseos, adeo fatis au tori tat is viro, ut quem operibus mortuorvm , ImpoJJibile enim tft> inquir, 
Panlusjuxta fe conftituerit in abfentis tenore eot qui femtl illuminati Jvnt % iff donum cetlefie 
—Et utique receptior apud Ecclcfias Epiftola guflaverunt, &C. Tertul. de Pudicit. e. xx. 
Barnabae—Monens itaque Difcipulos, omiflia [x) Sed vel Barnabze juxta Tcrtullianum. 
omnibus initiis ad perfeftionem magis tenderc, Huron, Cat. Scrip. Ecc/rf. v. Panlus. 
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he tells us it was denied to be his. (y) “ The major Part, fays he, 
“ of Chriftians were fatisfied that it was the Apoftle Paul’s , though 
“ there were fomc that denied it.” He ufes indeed a Language that 
may feem to imply an uncertain Author , when he calls it an Epijlle 
infcribed to the Hebrews ; and fo Ludovicus Vives interprets it. But r 
as C.oq turns has obferved, (z) < Tho' he does not name any Author here, 
yet in his fecond Book de Dodf. Chriftiana, he clearly attributes it to 
Patti. It feems by this Time to be every (a) where received in the 
Churches; and though fome might doubt of the Author, few de¬ 
puted it’s Authority, or it’s being Part of the canonical Scripture. 

Hitherto we meet with no Body, but Tertullian , attributing this 
Epiftle to Barnabas ; or faying diredly that it was not Paul’s. There 
was fome Doubt, arifing from the Style; and this was carried fo far, 
as to lead Caius to not reckon it among the reft of St Paul’s. 
If from Africa we pafs to the Eajlern or Greek Churches, we find 
the fame Sort of Doubting-, and founded on the fame Reafon, viz. 
the Difference of Style betwixt this and the other Epiftles of St 
Paul. And when once the Difficulty was ftarted, it would naturally 
occafion a Variety of Conjectures. Origen, as Eufebius informs us, 
( b ) in his Homilies upon this Epiftle fays, “ that the Style or Phrafe 
“ of this Epiftle has not that low Plainnefs of Language which’ be- 
“ longed to the Apoftle, who owns himfelf to be rude in Speech, 
“ i. e. in Expreffion. For this Epiftle, as to Compofition and Turn 
tf of Expreffion is more pure Greek, as every Body that can judge of 
“ the Difference of Style muft own.” At the fame Time that Ori¬ 
gen fays this, he adds (c) “ that the Sentiments of this Epiftle are won- 
“ derful, and not inferior to any of the acknowledged Writings of this 
“ Apofile." It is true, that the Sentiments of this Epiftle are very 
noble, and the Method of arguing all along is ftridt and logical; nor 


(?) De quo, in Epiftola quae inferibitur ad 
Hebraeos, quam Plures Apoftoli Pauli effe di- 
cunt, quidam vero negant. Aug. de Civit 
Dei. lib. xvi. c 22. Lib. x c. 5. 

(z) Licet hoc loco non exprimat authorem, 
tamen 2 de Do£t. Chrif. c. 2. earn Divo Paulo 
apertiffime tribuit. Aug. de Civ Dei. lib. x. 
‘ 5 - 

(a) Jam inter Ecclefiafticas eft recepta. 
Huron Com in Tit. c. ii. 

{b) "O71 vpbf riroif tripi nrpcf'ES&tixf 
’F.T/roAiij tv tolk tit «vtiiv ofu\ian raujei 


J'/a.t.a/i.CaVH’ "Ots b^a^er.y/lhf 4 Xtfcsof 
vpof 'EC&lius st/coahc an 

Ij'.H To ty AoJ 'a iS'lieTlnoy T ’AtocoAk, ofjot.o- 
yn e ^7&‘ idLv'lov iJ'idruy eT vat Ttc Ao fa, tb- 
T4s 1 th Qpeif&i. ’Aaa« ir»v 11 ’tT/roAii mr- 
8i<rH 4 'EXAitViK.a)t£a, vus b ST/rd- 

/jtKpiv*v <tpd<rtuy S'la.fora.f bfj.o>.oyl)tr±i 
a>. Eufcb. Ecd Hift. lib. vi. 2;. 

(c) " 07 / T <1 yoitfsajo. -f tT/rcrni $±vfJO.- 
aid. iTl. xl a PiiiTtep T aToroA/xir oft oAoJb- 

fitvuv y^.iifJiMuy. Ibid. 
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does the Apoftle ever lofe Sight of what he has in View; and if he 
digreffes from his Point at any Time, he returns with exadt Pro¬ 
priety ; and.even his Digreffions are ufeful to his main Defign. And 
therefore Origen, when he declares his own Sentiments, adds, (d) 

“ As to myfelf, if I may fpeak my Mind, I would fay, that the Sen- 
« timents are the Apoftle's, but the Didtion or Compofition is of one 
“ who remembering well what the Apoftle had faid, commented as- 
“ it were upon his Mafter’s Sayings. If therefore any Church re- 
“ ceives this Epiftle as Paul' s, it may be commended for it. For it 
“ was not upon no Grounds, that the Antients have handed it down 
“ to us as Paul's. But as to who wrote the Epiftle, God knows the 
“ Truth.” 

Upon thefe Paflages of Origen, feveral Things may be obferved. 
As, 

1. When he fays,. “ who wrote the Epiftle, God knows,”—it is 
plain that he means only the Phrafe or Compofition, or Drefs, in which 
it lies, in Greek. For he declares his Opinion exprefsly, that he 
thought the Sentiments to be St Paul's: And therefore “ if any 
“ Church received this Epiftle, even in it’s prefent Language as St 
“ Paul’s, it was fo far from deferving any Blame Or Cenfure, that it 
“ was to be efteemed, and well thought of.” 

2. Origen himfelf frequently cites this Epiftle exprefsly as St 
Paul’s. In his Philocalia it is fo cited, p. io, 17, 55-. In his third 
Book againft Celfus having cited a Paflage from the fir ft Epiftle to the 
Corinthians, and having named St Paul as the Author of that Epiftlei 
he goes on ( e ) The fame Perfon knowing of a Food more perfedtive 
of the Soul—fays, “ ye are become fuch as have need oft Milk, and not 
“ of Jlrong Meat. For every one that ufeth Milk is unjkilful in the 
“ Work of Righteoufnefs j for he is a Babe. But Jlrong Meat belongeth 
“ to them that are perfect, thofe who by Reafon of Ufe have their Senfes 
“ exercifed to difcern both Good and Evil.” Heb. vi. 12, 13. In his 
Commentaries he frequently cites it as St Paul’s, or as the Apoftle s. 
Com. in Joh. Vol. II. p. 3. 56. 41.6. And fo- in many other 

{d) ’F.fa 3 ttiro^a/eo/uet'^ eko;/*’ lv, or; T if 'j o yfdfta r i^/roAilr, to [iiV d\uSi( 
T« von/xatja. r A-rotcA» iuv. Si J's ppaV/f xj 0eo« oiJ'ei'. Ibid. 
f aCvQi<rit 7tv<& «t«- 

ir.a, ^ fc(TT5p6i 0 -VOA/of«t^M^7®'Tot tiptl- (f) TiJKoe()'0l'c/[| & C. 

r J'(JW *«>.». f i t if to (KK^iur'ia. 'O J't clvto<, iTTKa.^iv^r fj.iv Til'd. t^-w ti- 

reiiM t-T/roAHf ItaiiAa <turj| ti/JV r-ai 7iK&t}ipa.v /^yiy<‘ vtLTl 

Ki/iSiTu iori tbt^j* ^ On’ $ ti dp yala I vptictl’ iyo/ftf yaAtat'!®'. Orig. c. Celf. 
irfftf df n«ti/A« aurhv 1. iii. p, 153, 

Places,. 



xxii The INTRODUCTION. 

Places. When therefore he expreffes an Ignorance of the Perfon 
who wrote this Epiftle, he means only an Ignorance of the Greek 
Writer: And when he propofes a Solution of this Difficulty, he al¬ 
ways expreffes it to be in it’s firft Origin St Paul’s ; and he makes no 
Manner of Difference betwixt this and the other Epiftles of that 
Apoftle : And therefore whatever Doubt he had, it was owing to the 
Difference of Style and Compofition made ufe of, as being eleganter 
Greek, and purer Language, than the Apoftle owned himfelf to be 
Mafter of at the Time when he wrote to the Corinthians. 

3. But what deferves peculiar Notice is, that Origen obferves that, 
si !px a ~°‘> “ rf je Antients , tell us, not without Grounds, that this was 
“ Paul's Epiftle.” He does not mean that, old Men then living, (for 
the Term for that is ft/w*!#, Senes, Men in Tears) faid fo, but fuch 
as had lived before his Time, and had been longftnee dead. Nor is 
it the fame with, n^wSuM^i, elderly Men, living or dead, but it implies 
Perlons that have been at leaft a confiderable Time dead. Suppofing 
now that Origen wrote thefe Homilies on this Epiftle, fome Time 
between the Years 220 and 240, there could not be above one Hun¬ 
dred and Sixty or Seventy Years from the writing the Epiftle to the 
Hebrews, and Origen s writing his Homilies upon it. And in courfe 
thofe whom he called the Antients, muft be thofe who lived at or near 
the Time when the Epiftle was wrote. And if they had good 
Grounds to affirm it to be wrote by St Paul, their Teftimonies are 
vaftly to be preferred to that of Cains or Hippolytus, who were both 
but little older than Origen himfelf. Neither of them could be cal¬ 
led by Origen, dpx*~or, fince they were both his Contemporaries, 
though a few Years older Men than himfelf: And if Origen was in¬ 
duced by Hippolytus (as the Truth may be) to think or write in the 
Manner he did, concerning the Author of this Epiftle, merely from 
the Style and Compofition, in Oppofttion to what the oi *p%et~oi, the An¬ 
tients had faid,—this will only amount to a Wonder , that a Man fhould 
at one Time write more elegantly than he did at another. 

Clemens Alexandrians (f) names St Paul exprefsly as the Author of 
the Epiftle to the Hebrews. Only he thinks St Paul wrote it in He¬ 
brew, and St Luke tranflated it into Greek ; and that there is a Simi¬ 
litude of Style between the Evangelift and the Greek Writer. Eufe- 


(f) Vid» Stromata, lib. ii. p. 501. Lib. vi. c. 771. Edit. Potter. 
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bins gives us this Account of Clemens . (g) He fays, “ the Epiftle to 

" the Hebrews is Paul's ; that it was wrote in Hebrew to the Hebrews ; 
“ that Luke with great Care having tranfiated it into Greek publifhed 
“ it to the Greeks: Hence there is a Likenefs of Didtion found be- 
“ tween the Tranflation of this, and the AEts: That the Name of 
“ Paul the Apojlle was rightly not prefixed to this; for writing to the 
“ Hebrews who had taken a Prejudice againft him, and had a Suf- 
“ picion of him, he prudently would not in the Beginning of his 
“ Letter frighten them from looking into it.” He goes on to fhew 
why St Paul would not take to himfelf the Title of Apojlle in this 
Epiftle: But the Reafon is fuch, as is not worth the tranfcribing. 

There remains only Eufebius among the Greek Writers: And he 
allows ( h) “ the fourteen Epiftles of St Paul to be genuine, know* 
“ to all.” At the fame Time he tells us, that “ it was not right to 
“ conceal this , that fome of the Roman Church rejected it as not being 
" St Paul’r, Joying , that this was a Matter of Debate , or was contra- 
tc didted.” When once the Difficulty was ftarted, it continued j and 
Eufebius as a faithful Hiftorian related the Fadl: But as to his own 
Sentiments, he owns St Paul to have wrote “ fourteen Epiftles.” 
He cites a Paflage from this Epiftle in his Prceparatio Evangelica (i), 
as facred Scripture faying it. He is fpeaking of the New Teftament 
as fpeaking more clearly than Mofes had, and refers to Heb. viii. 5.— 
Who ferve unto the Example and Shadow of heavenly ‘Things. Some¬ 
times he calls it, the Word, 'o xlyot, when he is fpeaking of St Paul’s 
Epiftles, as in his Demonft. Evang. 1 . 1. c. ix. p. 33. Sometimes this 
Epiftle is cited as the Writing (k) of the divine Apoftle, fometimes 
again by the Title, (l) the Apofile only. So that Eufebius’ s own Opi¬ 
nion feems clear, that he thought the Epiftle to the Hebrews to be St 
Paul’s, though when he wrote as an Hiftorian, and was faithfully to 
deliver the Notions of others, he fpeaks of it, as it really was, a 

(g) Tni' ’EC&rj«< n-tvxn elra; S'lY.a.rko. jap=f. Eufeb Eccl. Hill. lib. iii.-c. 3. 
fwfi, yiypaipiai j E Cpy.toK Efga/iJi yarn’ "Oti yt/xtiv Tivii /can t -irpos ‘EC^a/ef 
Any.a.v 3 p/Aol'i/nat airin' tT pof 't Pa/itilay ex/tAHcriaf, uf //u ria't/A« 

tnj'Siai Ton' Ewnrty &QiV v airov yjfura air til' avriKiyiS^ f/icra/Jif, a J'ix.aiov 

tCfirKtfy x.a]a r eppmm'av tout*! ts i- aytauv. Ibid. 

t/voAik T 'Bfd.S’iuv. M« ‘B’fpftJpapSa/ 3 (i) Tkts /spa A iya crapfcrS£pv s/tS/JS'- 

ri, naCA©-’AxofoA©',, e/JC0T<<)f. 'Et (y.I o/( Eufeb. Prip. Evang. 1 . xii. c. 19. 

y&? tpnriv fiT/riAA^jv ^poAn\J./v e/Ai/poa/ (I) Akyet jcJ 0 0 sI©* , A't 6 s'oA®'. Demonfr. 

«■* V Kj jTOTliOatiir airlv, auvi\Z<; Evang. 1. iv.'c. 15. p. 177. 

uavu in ev apj^S ttTirpt^iV airlf 10 ovo- (/) Erranavov 3 01a nifi rwf'J'e 0 ’Atfo 1 - 

//.a Eufeb. Ecct. Hift. lib. v i. 0. 14. ron®*. Ibid. lib. v. c. '3. p. 223, 224. lib.vi. 

[!>) Tu |J riai/Aa rrfiJ'nKoi <ra<pu( di c 24. p.304, 

Matter 
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Matter of Doubt to them. But as to his own Sentiment, it was long 
ago obferved by Theodor et, that [in') “ he [Eufebius] acknowledged 
“ this Epiftle [to the Hebrews] to have been St Paul’s.” And as he 
mentions faithfully thofe that had their Doubts, or that rejected it, 
fo he takes his Opportunity to mention thofe that admitted it as St 
Paul ’s. When he was giving an Account of thofe who fuffered 
Martyrdom at Alexandria, he cites a Letter from Diony/ius to Fabius, 
or Fabian, Biftrop of Antioch, wherein is cited, Heb. x. 34.—(«) The 
Brethren took with Joy the fpoiling of their Goods, in like Manner as 
they did, of whom St Paul bore witnefs. This was as early as Origens, 
Times; and fhevvs the Opinion of Diony/ius, that St Paul was the 
Author of the Epiftle to the Hebrews. 

One may juft add the Authority of Alexander Bifhop of Alexan¬ 
dria, who in his Letter to his Brethren in the Miniftry, the Bifhops, 
(in which he gave an Account of his Depofition of Arius , and ex- 
preffed his Zeal againft all that countenanced him) he cites a couple 
of Paflages from the Epiftle to the Hebrews, faying, that Paul wrote 
fo and fo, attributing to St Paul that Epiftle. 

But befides this Evidence, (which is certainly very great, all agree¬ 
ing that St Paul was the real Author,—even Thofe who to account 
for the Style have imagined fomebody elfe to be the Tranflator, even 
thefe, I fay, concurring in acknowledging him to be the Author) one 
might eafily add the internal Characters, taken from Similitude of 
Sentiments, and even Phrafes and Words, betwixt the Writer of this 
Epiftle and St Paul, which are certainly furprizingly remarkable. 
Many of thefe will be obferved in the following Notes. But I {hall 
not here enlarge on this Topic ; but refer the Reader to Frederick 
Spanheims's Book on the Author of the Epiftle to the Hebrews, printed 
at Heidelburgh, 8vo. 1659. From whom I have borrowed fome Ob- 
fervations; others having been made by me before I law that excel¬ 
lent Treatife. 

It is needlefs, I think, to colleCt the Authorities of later Writers 
on this Head. Whatever Difficulty has ever been ftarted about the 
Author of this Epiftle, has been in order to account for the Difference 
of Style betwixt this and the reft of St Paul’s Epiftles. It was this 

(w) Out®- t SShoIuts TIaul.ii t jj -r 'Kiri- ineifoK oTf iy TSduAI®, ejuapTvpnei. Eufeb. 
rtAni' dfjD\Qynaiv filial. Tbeodoret. Praef. Hid. Eccl. lib. vi. c. 41. 
ad Epift. ad Hebr. (0) Kan01 ]JavAu yeapiv'j®-, A/’ oV ra 

-ndi'la, ^ JY » 7a -Tttc'fa* Socrat- Hilt. Eccl. 

{») Kai r ap-rayriv r v-ra.pxcv'loir, 1 . i. C- 6 . 
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that led the Writers of old to various Conjectures about the Author. 
The Antients in Origen s Time attributed it to St Paul : Thofe that 
conjeCtured Clemens , or Barnabas, or Luke , to be the Pranjlators, 
have no Evidence for any fuch Tranjlation : none of them ever pre¬ 
tend to have feen this Epiftle in Hebrew ; None of them produce any 
Vouchers for luch Hebrew Epiftle : Nay, all that have alferted fuch a 
FaCt, unanimoufly agree that St Paul was the Author of that Hebrew 
Epiftle. They that rejected it as not St Paul’s, mean only the Greek 
Epiftle j and intend no more than to fay, that he did not write it in 
it’s prejent Drefs : For they cite it, wherever they have Occafion, as 
St Paul's. They that fuppofe the prefent Greek to be a Verfion from 
the Hebrew, never objeCt to it’s being a true and juft Verfion; nor 
do I recoiled but one fingle Place (and that I have mentioned above) 
where the Greek has been imagined to have varied from the Hebrew ; 
and even that, without any Reafon. From all which I infer, that 
St Paul was the real Author of this Epiftle, and that there is no 
Reafon not to think him the real Author of the Greek Epiftle to the 
Hebrews. 

It will be proper here to recapitulate what I have been endeavour¬ 
ing to prove, viz. That St Paul was the true Author of the prefent 
Epiftle, as it is in Greek. I would obferve then, that all thofe who 
fpeak as if this Epiftle was not St Paul’ s, have done it only to account 
for the Style and Manner of writing, and not from any one fingle Evi¬ 
dence, that it was not the genuine Work of the Apoftle. That what is 
faid of Caius does not appear to be, that he denied it to be St Paul’s, but 
is only a mere Inference from his occafionally not reckoning up this 
Epiftle, with the reft of that Apoftle’s Writings. That this Epiftle was 
always received by the Latin Church, though fometimes upon parti¬ 
cular Occafions, it was not read in their Churches. That though 
Jerom has fpoke very inaccurately, and even inconfiftently, about this 
Epiftle, yet He, as well as Origen, Eufebius, and others, have attri¬ 
buted it, in it’s Original, to St Paul-, and that all who have imagi¬ 
ned it in it’s prefent Drefs, to belong to Clemens, or Luke, or Apollos, 
have only fuppofe d this without Evidence, or Pretence of Evidence ; nor 
hath any one of them ever met with, or pretended to have met with, 
the original Hebrew, in which they affirm it to have been wrote. Thefe 
therefore are all mere. HypotheJ'es, to account for a Style, or Manner of 
writing, different from the reft of St Paid’s Epiftles ; whereas, in 
truth, there is no Occafion for any fuch Suppoftions. And if the o'i 
*PX*'«*> the Antients, in Origen s Times, declared the Epiftle to the 

[ d ] Hebrews 
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Hebrews to be St Paul's., not without good Grounds , it is a fufficient 
Reafon to reft on their Authority, and to believe it to be his, without 
any fancyful Scheme of his having wrote it in a Language which no 
one pretends ever to have feen. 

II. 

I proceed next to confider the Time when this Epiftle was wrote. 
It feems agreed by our beft Chronologers, that St Paul was flain at 
Rome, under Nero, A. D. 67. or 68. And it is certain, that from 
his firft Impriibnment, he was fet at Liberty after two Tears. This firfi 
Confinement was A.D. 61. and lafted to A. D. 63. So that we are 
limited to five Years, viz. from 63, when he was fet at Liberty, to 
his Death, at fartheft, in 68. Now, in his firft Imprifonment, Timotljy 
was not a Prifoner, but only St Paul himfelf; and even his Confine¬ 
ment was fuch, that he was a Prifoner at large, and lived in his own 
hired HouJ'e, Adis xxviii. 30. It was therefore during the Time of 
feme fecond Imprifonment, that Timothy was taken into Cuftody. For 
the Chriftians at Rome, when St Paul was under his firft Confinement, 
from 61 to 63, were under no Difficulties, but were looked upon as 
Jews, and had perfedt Liberty : Nor would St Paul have been under 
any Confinement, nor have been treated as a Prifoner, had he not ap¬ 
pealed to Ceefar. For the Jews at Rome were free from Perfecution at 
that Time, fome of them indeed believing what St Paul faid, and 
others not ; and he all the while teaching the Things which concerned the 
Lord Jefus, no Man forbidding him, ASls xxviii. 31. 

The Perfecution of the Chriftians at Rome did not begin till fome 
Time after this; it feems not to have begun there before Nero fet 
Fire to that City, and to fcreen himfelf, accufed the Chriftians of 
that Piece of Villainy. It was at this time that the Profeflors of 
Chriftianity were imprifoned and burnt, and put to tbofe cruel Tor¬ 
tures, mentioned by all our Writers. Neither St Paul nor Timothy 
feem to have been at Rome at this Time: For if they had, they, as lead¬ 
ing Men of the Party accufed and condemned, would molt probably 
have fuffered. It was therefore at fome Time after this, that the 
Apoftle was in Bonds with Timothy. At the former Time of St 
Paul's being at Rome, he waS a Prifoner, but at large; living in his 
own hired Houfe ; preaching openly, and making Converts: At his 
fccond being there, he was confined clofe, fo as fcarce to be heard of, 
or found. At the firf time of his being there, he himfelf was a 
Prifoner; but he lived fp, as to receive all that came to him. ASls 

xxviii. 30. 
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xxviii. 30.: At the fecond Time, not only himfelf, but many others, 
were in Bonds. Col. iv. 10. At the firft Time, no Accufation was 
brought againft him, and therefore he had nothing to fear: At the 
fecond , his Bonds were manifeft in all the Palace, and he feemed un¬ 
certain whether Chrijl Jhould be magnified in his Body by Life or by 
Death. Phil. i. 13, 20. It was therefore during thefe J'ecoad Bonds, 
that he wrote the Epiftles to the Philippians, Colojftans, Ephfians, 
and to Philemon. But being releafed from thefe Bonds, and at Liberty 
himfelf* and Timothy too being freed from his Confinement, and the 
Perfecution, as to them, over, he wrote the Epiftle to the Hebrews. 

Now Nero fet the City of Rome on Fire not before the Year 64, in 
the tenth Year of his Reign. And thence he took Occafion, or a 
Handle, to perfecute the Chriftians. It was certainly not before this 
Time, that St Paul was feized and clapt into Prifon: And it was 
whilft he was in Prifon, that he wrote to the Churches thofe Epiftles, 
wherein ne mentions his Bonds. Now this could not be before the 
Year 65. For Nero did not fet fire to the City of Rome, before 
the 14th of the Calends of Auguft , i. e. the 19th of July, and the 
Fire ceafed the 25th of that Month. A. D. 64. When the Mouths 
of the People could not be flopped on this Occafion, the Chriftians 
were feized, and put to thofe cruel Tortures which Tacitus mentions. 
Now, had St Paul been then at Rome, he, as a principal Man among 
the Chriftians, had certainly been taken up and murdered. He would 
not have been kept in Prifon long enough to have had Time to write 
fo many Epiftles, but would have been accufed and condemned for 
the Crime of firing the City long before the End of the Year 64. 
He was not therefore at Rome before the Year 65. And fuppofing 
him to be at Rome fome time in 65, he mull have been feized and 
confined long enough to write the Epiftles which he did; and he 
mull have been fet at Liberty again that Year. But in Truth, as 
there is no Reafon to fay that he was at Rome in the Year 64, it is 
not likely that he would venture into Rome immediately; and there¬ 
fore, that he did not write the Epiftle to the Hebrews, at fooneft, 
before the Year 66.^ For it is certain, that both he and Timothy were 
at Liberty, when this Epiftle was wrote. Vid. chap. xiii. 23. In 
Truth (p), St Paul feems to have gone from Rome as he intended, 
Rom. xv. 24. to Spain. In 65, he was at Jerufalcm, and went to 
Colojfe and Philippi. In 66, he feems to have been at Corinth from 


(p) S'id. Lord Barrington's 
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thence he went to Lroas, and the Parts adjacent, and did not come 
to Italy, moil probably, before the Year 67. And being then feized 
(we know not on what Occafion, except it be as a Ringleader of the 
Chriftians) and put into Prifon, he there employed himfelf in writing 
to Chriftians in other Places ; and he defires them to remember bis. 
Bonds, and to arm themfelves againfi the fiery Tryal, and to with- 
ftand the Temptation. In this Year,, he and Timothy were delivered 
out of the Mouth of the Lion ; and afterwards he wrote to the He¬ 
brews, and told them his Defign of coming to them. He therefore 
wrote this Epiflle not fo early as the Year 66, moil probably in the 
Year 67. His Return to Rome in 68, and his refolute Continuance; 
to preach Jefu. r the Chrijl,. after his having been fet at Liberty and 
pardoned the Year before for this Offence, feems to be the Reafon 
why he was condemned to Death by that barbarous Tyrant Nero. 

Whither St Paul went, or into what Part of- Italy after his Dif- 
charge from Prifon, or who were the Hebrews he wrote to, whether 
the particular Hebrews that lived in Italy , or thofe of Jerufalem or 
Judea, I cannot fay with any tolerable Degree of Certainty.. I pafs 
therefore to what is of more Moment, to confider St Paul’ s Manner 
of citing PalTages from the Old Teflament, fo far as this Epiflle is 
concerned. 


III. 


We find in the firfl Chapter of this Epiflle, feveral Citations from 
the Book of Pfalms, faid there to be fpoken to or of Chrijl, which,, 
when the Pfalm itfelf is examined, do not appear to be either pro¬ 
phetical at all, or if they be prophetical,, do not feem to be fpoken of 
the MeJJiah, more than of any one elfe. What is there in the fecond 
Pfalm, confidered alone by itfelf, that would lead any one to guefs, 
that thofe Words,— Thou art my Son, this Day have I begotten thee, 
are to be underflood of Chrijl ? Or why may they not have been 
fpoken by David, concerning Solomon, or any one elfe ? 

To folve this Difficulty, fome have maintained, that the Pfalms 
cited by the Apoflle, and applied by him to Chrifl, “ were fpoke by 
“ David in the Perfon of the MeJJiah.” Some have faid, that fuch 
or fuch Pfalms “ relate only to the MeJJiah, and not to David” at all: 
And particularly, that “ Pfalm the fecond is properly a Pfalm of 
“ Chrijl' s. In the three firfl Verfes, Chrijl reprefents the Confpiracy 
“ of the Jews and Gentiles againfi God and himfelfIn the three 
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next Verfes, “ Chrift declares, that God would fruftrate all the At- 
“ tempts of his Enemies, and eftablifh his Kingdom.” Then 
“ Chrift proceeds to declare the Decree of God, ver. 7.— The Lord 
tc hath faid unto me, Thou art my Son, this Day have I begotten thee." 
Sometimes again, a Pfalm is faid to relate to Chrift, only becaufe 
£bme Expreflions made ufe of by the Pfalmift, cannot fo JiriSily and 
literally be applied to any one elfe, as to our Saviour : And fince the 
Writers of the New Teftamcnt have actually applied fuch Paflages 
to him, that is Authority fufficient to think, that fuch Pfalms were 
prophetical of Chrift. Others again, have thought, that the Pfalmift 
“ perfonated Chrift, and deferibed his Circumftances, to which all 
“ the Expreifions literally agree, and did literally agree to JeJits, 
“ who fulfilled all the Characters of the Mefliah.” The Pfalmift 
“ feems to have been directed by the Spirit of God, to fpeak through- 
“ out the Pfalm, in his own Name, of the Meffiah, as in Pfalms ii, 
“ xvi, xxii. And fometimes, he probably fat down to deferibe his 
“ own Circumftances, as in Pfalm lxix, and was all of a fudden di- 
“ reCted by the Spirit to deferibe the Meffiah, under the Figure of 
“ his own, or with Allufion to his own, as they did. fome Way re- 
“■ femble his own,” Circumftances.. 

Others have faid, that St Paul was brought up at the Feet of Ga*- 
maliel, and by that Means, being inftruCted in the myjlical Senfe of 
Scripture, he applied and ufed this Method of Underftanding the 
Sacred Books, more than any of the other Apoftles did : He was a 
very great Mekubal, or Mafter of the Traditional Interpretations of 
the Scripture, and he (hewed his Skill in the Ufe of what he had 
been inftruCted in. And it muft be owned, that the Rabbi’s often 
give us a double Senfe of Scripture. The one, a plain, literal Senfe, 
in which they expound the Words of Scripture, juft as they would 
thofe of any good Writer ; the other, is a myjlical, allegorical Mean¬ 
ing, contained under the Letter, which ferves to conceal a Senfe 
which God, they fay, principally intended. From the Jews , Chrijlians 
have learned to treat the Scriptures in the fame Manner, and without 
refting in the literal, critical Meaning of the Words, they have indul¬ 
ged their Fancies and Imaginations fo far, that the Senfe of Scrip¬ 
ture is no where lefs to be found, than in Volumes of Commentaries 
wrote on purpofe to explain them. 

But both- the myjlical , and the other Schemes I have mentioned, 
feem to labour under Difficulties as great as what they are brought to 
folve. For how does it appear that the Pfalmift ever perfonated the 
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MeJJiah in the Places where he is faid to perfonate him ? Or how is 
it known that he deferibes the Mefiah under bis own Circumftances ? 
How does it appear, that the Pfalmift, vvhilft he was compofing a 
Pi'alm feemingly concerning himfeif, was directed by the Spirit to de¬ 
fer: be the Meffiah ? Or how can it be proved, that the Pfalmift fpake 
of another, when he made ufe of thofe relative Terms, Me, My, 
My Soul? Or that he intended another Perfon, who did not appear 
upon Earth till a thoufand Years after the Pfalmift was dead, when 
he ufed the Words, I, my, mine ? Are the Exprefiions of the Pfal¬ 
mift fuch as imply Futurity ? Or by what Rule can we know, that 
Terms of prefent Time fignify what is future, unlefs the Perfon that 
ufes them, is known to be fpcaking of fomething future ? It is true, 
that in all hifiorical Writers, pajl Actions are exprefied in Terms that 
imply prefent Time : But prefent Actions are never exprefied in prefent 
Times, with a Defign to fignify future Actions and future Times, 
unlefs it be declared to be with Delign fo to exprefs them ? 

It may be true that Exprefiions may be applied to another Perfon 
in a more literal and proper Senfe, than they did to the Perfon who 
firft ufed them. What in the one Cafe was figurative , may poflibly 
in the other be JlriB and literally true. But it will not follow from 
thence, that there is juft Ground for the Inference, that a double Senfe 
of Scripture was intended ; the one a literal, the other a myfiical Senfe. 
It muft be firft proved, that the Spirit of God ever intended fuch dou¬ 
ble Meaning : Or that, becaufe general Words may belong to two or 
more Perfons equally, or may even more emphatically belong to one 
more than another, that therefore God originally intended, that the 
fame Words fhould exprefs both prefent and future Things, at one 
and the fame Time. 

I am not infenfible, that it is faid, that the Authority of an infpi- 
red Teacher is fufficient to give Credit to fuch a Notion. The Apo- 
ftles they fay, have, in fadt, thus reafoned: And as they were in¬ 
fluenced and guided by the Spirit of God, who beft, and who alone, 
knew his own Meaning, it is our Duty to fubmit, and not to raife 
Difficulties about what we may not underftand. 

But the Fadt may juftly be denied, that the Apoftles ever reafon 
in fuch a Manner ; or that there is any juft Foundation for the Di- 
ftindtion of literal and myfiical Senfes. That Things may be allego- 
rifed, as well by the facred Writers as by others, is true: But it is a 
manifeft Perverfion of Scripture to affix any Senfe to it’s Words which 
the Spirit of God did not intend. It is our Bufinefs to fearcE and find 

out 
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out what the Mitid of God is; and what he intended : And as he has 
no where declared a double Sen/e to be contained in his Words, a literal 
and a myfiical one, (except where the Nature of the Thing ffiews it, 
as in Gafe of Parables, or figurative Expreffions) we fhould be cautious 
in admitting double Senfes, in that which may be no more than a 
mere Accommodation of Words. And here let it be obferved, 

Firjl, It is, andmuftbe, confeffed, that in all other Writers, there 
is but one literal Senfe of the Words of any Author. If he ufes a 
Metaphor, or many Metaphors together, the Senfe defigned to be 
conveyed by the Figure, or the Allegory, is the literal Senfe. If by 
means of a various Signification of a Word, there arifes a various Senfe 
of a Propofition,—-this may create an Ambiguity, or make it uncertain 
what the Author intended; but it can never prove that the Author 
defigned two Senfes of his Words, unlefs it can be proved,^ that by a 
Term made ufe of, he defigned to conceal himfelf from his Reader. 
When therefore any Paffage of Scripture is, in its original Place, 
plainly relative to one Thing, and in another Place the Words are 
applied to quite another, it does not follow, nor is it neceffary that 
it fhould follow, that the firjl Writer had two Senfes to his Words, 
fince it is poffible that the latter Writer may only accommodate the 
Words that he found in the former to his prefent Purpofe. There are 
feveral PafTages of the Old fefiament which are evidently applied in the 
New in this Manner; and fo there are Inftances of Perjons and Fails in 
the Old Teftament, which are mentioned in the New ; and yet it does 
not follow that fuch Perfons or Fails prefigured what they are applied 
to, fince they may be only Allufions, or Comparifons , or Illufirations of 
a prefent Point. The Words of Hofea, xi. i. are,— When Ifrael was 
a Child, then I loved him, and called my Son out of Egypt: Thefe are 
plainly fpoken of the Children of Ifrael, under the Character of a Son 
or Child. . But when they are applied by St Matthew, c. ii. 15. to our 
Saviour s coming out of Egypt upon the Death of Herod, it does not 
follow that God intended two Senfes by the Prophet’s Words, fince it is 
poffible that St Matthew might make ufe of the Prophet’s Words and ac¬ 
commodate them to a Cafe which the Words fo exactly fuited. So too 
when our Saviour faid, As Mofes lifted up the Serpent in the Wilder- 
nefs, even fo muft the Son of Man be lifted up, John iii. 14.—It is too 
hafty an Inference to fay that the Brazen Serpent was intended to pre¬ 
figure the Death of Chrifi, fince it may be no more than a mere Allufion 
to that Fadt in the Wildernefs, which ferved to intimate, as far as our 
Saviour thought proper at that time to fignify, how he was to die. 
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To name one inftance more, which I do for the fake of clearing up a 
Paffage of the Pfalmijl not fo well underftood as it may be. Pfalm 
cix. is very remarkable for the Imprecations it contains, and in the 
printed Contents it is faid,—“ David complaining of his fanderous Ene- 
“ tnies, under the Perfon of Judas devotes them!’ That he complains 
of his fanderous Enemies, is true : But that he did this, under the 
Perfon of Judas, would be very hard to prove ; perhaps it is impoffi- 
ble, fince no fuch thing is ever faid or intimated in the Sacred 
Writings. Nor does it appear, that David here devoted them : And 
if we underftand the Pfalmif in that manner, it would be hard to 
juftify him as a Moral Man, and harder ftill as a Religious Perfon. 

Whence then has this Notion arifen ? Or whence is the Pfalm fo 
much mistaken, as if David was devoting his Enemies , when juft the 
contrary is true, that his Enemies were curfing, and devoting David ? 
It is certain, that St Peter fpeaking of Judas and his Death, Acts i. 
20. has cited a paffage from this Pfalm: For it is written in the 
Pfalms, let his Habitation be defolate, and let no man dwell therein ; 
And , his Bifhoprick let another take. It is certain too that both 
thefe Citations are taken from the Pfalms: The frf from Pfahn 
Ixix. 25. The other , from Pfalm cix. 8. But that the Apoftle 
meant no more than a mere Accommodation appears from hence, that 
in the frf, the Words are changed from the Plural to the Singular 
Number; His is put for Their ; Therein is put for, in their Tents, 
befides fome other lefs Variations. In the latter Citation, That 
which is recited as an Imprecation againft the Pfalmif himfelf, is 
applied to the Cafe of Judas. Take this Pfalm then as containing a 
recital of the Curfes and Imprecations of very llanderous Men againft 
the Pfalmif himfelf, from ver. 5th to the 20th, and all is clear. 
David fays, ver. 3. that they compaffed him about with Words of Ha¬ 
tred ; and, ver. 2. — The Mouth of the Wicked, and the Mouth of the 
Deceitful are opened againfl him, They have fpoken againft me with 
a lying Tongue. And when he had urged his Love and good Adlions 
to thefe Enemies of his, ver. 4, 5. then follow the evil Wiffies 
they expreffed againft him, to ver. 20. And at length ver. 27. 
-he fays, let them curie,, but blefs thou. Is here any thing like 
devoting his Enemies, either in the Perfon of Judas, or any one elfe ? 
No! But the Words which thefe Enemies of David fpoke againft 
him , are properly accommodated to the Cafe of Judas now dead — 
let his Bifhoprick , or Office, another take. And had the Word, faying, 

been 
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been inferted in a different Character at the beginning of ver. 6 ., 
of that Pfalm , the Defign and Meaning of the whole had been eafy. 

Secondly, If we interpret the Sacred Scriptures in the fame Manner 
as the fame Expreflions are interpreted in other Writings, and a 
good Senfe appears throughout, and fuch as feems to anfwer well 
the Sacred Writers Purpofe, why may not this be deemed to have 
been their full Meaning r* It is commonly obferved by all, that the 
Writers of the New Teftament cite very frequently Paffages out of 
the Old Teftament, and ufe on occalion of fuch Citations the Term, 
fulfilled , even where no Prophecy is quoted. They by this intend to 
drew nothing more than a remarkable Similitude of Circumftances 
between the Perfons defcribed in the Old Teftament, and thofe of 
the New to whom the Application is made, as if there had been a 
real Prophetical Account given of them beforehand. In thefe In- 
ftances we muft not underftand the Term fulfilled, as if there was 
a Prophecy of fuch Perfom or Things ; but they meant no more than 
that fuch Sayings were verified, or fuited exadtly the Cafe in hand. 
As a proof of this, one cannot but obferve that the fame identical 
Words of a Prophet are applied to different Perfons , at different Times , 
and upon different Occajions , and yet are faid to be fulfilled in all thofe 
to whom they are applied. E. g. Our Saviour gave a reafon why 
he fpoke to the People in Parables, — Becaufe, fays he, they feeing 
fee not, and hearing hear not, neither do they underjland: And in them 
is fulfilled the Prophecy of Efaias, which faith, by hearing ye Jhall 
hear and fall not underjland, &c. Matt. xiii. 13, 14. Upon a fecond 
Occalion, and at a quite different Time, when it was obferved, that 
tho’ he had done fo many Miracles before them, yet they believed not on 
him, the Evangelift fays, therefore they could not believe, becaufe that 
Efaias faid again, (he had produced another Paffage of the Prophet 
juft before) he hath blinded their Eyes, and hardned their Hearts, that 
they Jhould not fee with their Eyes, nor underfand with their Hearts, 
and be converted, and IJhould heal them. John xii. 37—40. He ap¬ 
peals in both thefe Places to Ifaiah vi. 9, 10. And in both Places he 
mentions not only the fulfilling, but more exprefsly, the f ulfilling 
of the Prophecy of Ifaiah, juft as if it had been an Event aftually 
foretold of thefe particular Perfons. St Paul too has cited thefe 
Words; not indeed ufing the Word fulfilled, but applying them as 
fulfilled in the Perfons to whom he too {poke.—Well fpake the Holy 
Ghofl by Efaias the Prophet to our Fathers, faying. Go unto this People 
and fay, hearing ye Jhall hear and Jhall not underjland, and feeing ye 
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Jhallfee, and not perceive, &c. AMs xxviii. 25, 26. No more was 
meant by this than that thefe Words, fpoketi unto Our Fathers, and 
true of them in Jfaiah's Days, were verified on all thefe feveral Oc- 
cafions, and were juftly applicable to the prefent as they were to that 
Generation to whom the Prophet was fent. 

It may be thought not a little hard perhaps thus to interpret the 
Word fulfilled: But this Manner of applying Pafl'ages of Scripture, as 
if Prophecies had been fulfilled in the Perfons to whom they are 
addrefled, is not peculiar to the facred Writers : Others have ufed the 
fame fort of Language. There are many Inftances of this Manner 
of fpeaking, where there has been no intended Prophecy of any Per- 
fon or Thing; and this not in Chriftian Writers only, but in others 
likewife. Chriftian Writers frequently fay, that fuch or fuch a Scrip¬ 
ture is fulfilled , without fuppofing a certain particular Event to which 
they apply the Words, defigned to be foretold by them; but only 
fuch a Similarity of Circumftances as exactly correfponds to what a 
facred Writer has faid : The Words cited fo exactly fuit the Cafe, 
as if it had been a real Prophecy of what happens. Thus Ifaiah 
having faid —7 will give Children to be tbeir Princes, and Babes Jhall 
rule over them —See c. iii. 4. St Jerom commenting upon thefe Words 
fays (a) “ let us confider the Patriarchs of the Jews, young Men or 
“ Boys, effeminate and indulging in Luxury and Pleafures, and 
“ we fhall fee the Prophecy fulfilled The Prophet himfelf is, 
fpeaking of the Houfe of Jacob, and declaring the great and mighty 
Things which God was determined to do among them > to take away 
from Jerufalem, and from Judah the mighty Man, and the Man of 
War, the Judge and the Prophet, —and threatens to give Babes to rule 
over them. Whatever the Word which we render, Babes, may fig- 
nify ; whether it be iptrcuxlaif as the LXX and Theodotion render it, 
i. e. Scoffers, or a6 Aquila, Sodomites ; or as Jerom, effe¬ 

minate, —what has this Paffage of the Prophet to do with the Pa¬ 
triarchs of the Jews in Jerom s Days ? What has it to do with fuch (b) 
“ as perverlly interpret the Holy Scriptures, and laugh at, and im- 

pofe upon the Folly of their Difciples.” 

(a) Conlideremua Patriarchal Judaeorum, & (A) Pofiumus illufores dicere, & magiftroa 

jnvenes five poeros, effjeminatofque aC deliciis popiili Ilrael, qui perverfe feripturas fanfkas 
*fflnent£i, & impietam Prophetiam effe «erne- inttrpiotaotor, lflitdcntque ftuhiti® difcipulo- 
Stus. Hurt*, in ffa. t. iii. rum. Ibid. 
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The very next Words of the Prophet are— And the People Jhall be 
oppreffed every one by another. St Jerom's Comment is, ( c) “ when 
“ young Men fhall be Princes, and Scoffers Lords, fuch as the Pro- 
« phet defcribes, no Regard fhall be obferved to either Dignity, Age, 
“ or Knowledge. Boys will rebel againft old Men ; the mean and 
tc low fhall rebel againft the honourable, and both fhall fall; and 
« that Saying of the Apoftle’s will be fulfilled, If ye bite and devour 
« one another, take heed that ye be not confumed one of another He 
means no more, than that the Apoftle's Obfervation was very juft, 
and it would come out in Event juft as he had faid. 

The Greek Fathers have made ufe of the fame Manner of Ex- 
preffion to the fame Purpofe. Epiphanius, fpeaking of Ebion and his 
Herefy, and fhewing what a Arrange Mixture, and Compofition of 
Samaritans , Jews, Nazarens, See. he was, fays, (d) In him was 
fulfilled what is written —I was almojl in all Evil, Prov. v. 14. 

Nor is this Manner of Expreffion peculiar to Chrijlians ; even 
Heathen Writers have ufed the fame Sort of Language on like Oc- 
cafions. Olympiodorus in his Life of Plato tells us, that when Plato 
was born, his Parents took the Child, and laid him upon Hymettus, 
whilft they were facrificing to the Gods there; and as he lay, a 
Swarm of Bees came and filled his Mouth with Honey, (<?) that it 
might be true (he then cites a Verfe of Homer fpoken of old Nejlor ) 

Words fweet as Honey from his Lips diftiU’d. Pope. 

Thirdly, When therefore a Citation is made from the facred 
Writings, and even the Word, fulfilled, is ufed, it does not follow 
that fuch Paflage mull be deemed a Prophecy, unlefs it can be proved 
to be cited as a Prophecy. So when a Place is particularly applied to 
Chrifi, it is not neceffary to underftand it as a particular Prophecy of 
Chrifi, unlefs it be attended with fuch Circumftances as fhew it to be 

( c ) Quando juvenes fuerint Principes, Sc il- trtt^jav r yvay.nv- Kitti'Siai'ui/ to u J &■‘ 
lufores domini, quales propheticus lermo de- littp-rox^'lutvov t xa.xd]^tiT'i±v —AIsV®* j 
feribit, tunc nec dignitatis nec tetatis, nec fei- as iisri'/i' dorax7ai’ Tvyy_ttvux aS'iv 'ssipvxir. 
entii ullus ordo fervabitur. Sed rebellabunt ’A s ir cciTto 'srnHpira./ to yiyey.piy.itof, 
pueri fenibus, Sc ignobiles nobilibus. Sc mutuo nap’ oKiyov kyivo/MV \v tavIi xtty.ro' s- 
corruent, St implebitur illud apoftolicum, mor- y-irsu 'Fxxs.ua tas Cj Sut'qryayiis- Epipha- 
dentes invictm canfumpti efi'n ab invicem. Hie- nius, Haeref. Ebion. C. I. 

ron. ibid. (<)——— "Ira dhnbis ixipi ttCrv y(n7*t, 

(d) ’S.a.y.a.pevTav iyes to /Sj'ihu&r ’IxJ'x!- Tb x, tlTo yKuoans rA\i7&‘ yKuxiav in¥ ttu- 

av fib bvoy.a.’ Uooaiuv x) N x, Ntc* <tn. Olympiodorus Vit. Flatonis, 

[ e 2 ] prophetical 
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prophetical of Chrift. When, e. g. the Words —Thou art my Son, 
this Day have I begotten thee —are cited by the Author of this Epiftle, 
and are applied to Chrijl, it does not follow that therefore the fecond 
Pfalm was a Prophecy of Chrift. It follows indeed, that the Cita¬ 
tion was deemed fuitable to the Defign and Purpofe of the Apoftle 
in what he produces it for: But then Care mull be taken to find out 
how, and for what End, the PafTage is brought. If the Citation be 
produced as the Completion of a Prophecy in Chrift, it mult appear to 
be a Prophecy, and a Prophecy of the Mefiah, and fulfilled in him. 
But the Words of a Prophecy may be cited without Defign to any 
Thing more than mere Accommodation , or Allufion. Let it be fup- 
pofed here, that the Apoftle had fhewn that Jefus was the Son of 
God j and that he was to prove that he was, and could not but be, 
fuperior to all the Minijlers or Servants of God j—it is pojfible, that he 
may argue from the Nature of the Relation, implied in the Word, 
Son: He may defign no more than to reafon from the Nature of the 
Thing, that in all Families a Sen is fuperior to Servants ; and that 
the facred Writings always obferve this Difference, making a mani- 
feft Difference betwixt the one and the other. Thus when the 
Scriptures fpeak concerning Angels, where is there any Thing like this 
Language —Thou art my Son, this Day have I begotten thee ? Or, I 
•will be to him a Father, and he Jhall be to me a Son ? Whereas con¬ 
cerning Angels, the Scripture Language is, who maketh his Angels 
Spirits (or the Winds his Angels) and his Minifters a Flame of Fire , or 
Fire his Minifter. It may not be the Defign of St Paul to fay, no 
nor to intimate, that thefe Citations were Prophecies of the Son of 
God; but they may be produced to fhew what a Difference is con- 
ftantly and uniformly kept up in fpeaking of a Son, and of a Servant. 
And accordingly this Diftindfion is obferved, Deb. iii. 5, 6. to fhew 
the Superiority of our Saviour to Mofes ,—Mofes was faithful as a Ser¬ 
vant, Chrift as a Son. 

Should it be objedted, that the Language ufed by our Author 
will not admit this Conftrudtion; that the Words are, to which of 
the Angels, and, to the Son he faith ,—it is enough to fay here, that 
tih tZv dyy'iXuv, and rim t£v dyyeXuv is the fame j and wpo? tw iiov, is 
not to, but concerning the Son, or a Son ; and in the fame Manner, 
irpof rif dyyix^, is, concerning Angels. And this Language is com¬ 
monly ufed by profane as well as facred Writers, as will appear in 
it’s proper Place, 


Hitherto 
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Hitherto I have argued upon a Suppofition, that the Pfabns cited 
by the Apoftle in Chapter the firft, are not Prophecies of the MeJJiah , 
but that the Words taken from them, are only accommodated to his 
Purpofe. But let us review the Pfalms themfelves. 

The fecond Pfalm was compofed at a Time when a great Con- 
fpiracy of Tributary Princes was formed againft the Houfe of Ifrael 
to break their Bands afunder, and to caji away their Cords from them. 
It was therefore a Confpiracy of fuch as were already fubjedt to the 
Dominion of the fews. This Defign of theirs is declared to be a 
vain Defign ; and inftead of their being likely to be attended with 
Succefs, they are allured of God’s Dtfpleafure. God fliall fay unto 
them— I have fet my King upon my holy Hill of Sion. The Pfalmijl 
then goes on— I will declare and publifh to all the World, the De¬ 
cree, or the fixt Refolution of God, expreffly declared concerning 
David and his Seed,—thou art my Son, this Day have 1 begotten 
thee ; and the Engagement, that he would give him the Heathen for 
his Inheritance, and the utmoft Parts of the Earth for his Poffefion. 
Then follows the Advice of the Pfalmif,—Be wife therefore, O ye 
Kings—Serve the Lord with Fear—Kifs the Son left he be angry, and 
ye perijh from the Way—■Blefed are all they that put their Truft in him. 

This is the natural Meaning of the Pfalmijl, and every Expreffion 
is plain and eafy. The political Perfon, or Seed, to whom the Pro¬ 
mise is made, is here called the Son of God. And whereas the Pro- 
mife was,— My Mercy Jhall not depart away from him, but thine Houfe 
and thy Kingdom Jhall be efablijhed for ever— Thy Throne fall be efta- 
blifed for ever.—This was all literally to be fulfilled in a Seed which 
fprang from David. And God defigning to give this Son the Hea¬ 
then for his Inheritance —in vain did the Kings of the Earth fet them¬ 
felves, and the Rulers take counfel together, againft the Lord, and againjl 
his Anointed, ver. 2. 

But then, how do the Words— Thou art my Son, this Day have I 
begotten thee —concern the MeJJiah ? Or how are they applied to Chrift 
by the Author of the Epiftle to the Hebrews ? 

The Pfalmift is fpeaking of certain great Events that were to hap¬ 
pen to and by this Son : And he declares the Intention of God by 
one or more of a particular Series of Perfons, delcended from David, 
to do certain great Things. If one of this Series was to bring about 
the great Scene of God’s Providence, he was the Perfon in whom all 
that is here faid, was to be completed: If he was to have the Hea¬ 
then for his Inheritance , and to bring the utmoft Parts of the Earth 
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into Subje&ion to him; and we find in feft, that the Meffiah did 
reign over all, and was to reign for ever, the Ccrnclufion muft be. 
That in him all the Promifes were fulfilled. Now the Apoftle fee¬ 
ing how all this was accomplished by Jefus, who was defcended 
from David, he properly applied to him thofe Words, Tbou art 
tnv Son, this Day have I begotten thee , as the Perfon there fpoken 
of. in whom what is faid was accomplished, hid. Appendix 
No. I. 

As to Pfalm cx, it is perhaps as obfcure and hard to be underftood 
as any in the whole facred Writings. It cannot relate to David him- 
felf, as one ‘Targiem has thought proper to apply it; for many of the 
Particulars in it can never be made to agree with him : And whom- 
foever it agrees with, the Manner of Expreffion is fbch, that it is 
a real Difficulty to guefs at it’s Senfe. Our Saviour having applied 
the Pfalm itfelf to the Son of David, i. e. The Chrijl; and St Paul 
having reafoned at large upon a Verfe of it in this Epiftle to the He¬ 
brews, it may not he improper here to explain it’s Meaning. 


PARAPHRASE. 


PSALM CX. 


1. The LORD, Jehovah, fpake in Prophe¬ 
cy concerning the Meffiah, the Son of David, 
faying, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make 
thine Enemies, thole who would not that thou 
fhouldell reign over them, abfolutely fubjedt to 
thee. 

2. The LORD Jehovah will grant to thee 
the Enfign of thy Strength and Dominion, out 
of Sion: And he expreffly bids thee. Rule in 
the midft of thine Enemies. 

3. Thine own People will be all ready and 
willing to fubmit and obey thee, as foon as ever 
thou fhall fend forth Armies who fhall march 
in the Array of Truth and Holinefs: As the 
Dew arifing from the Womb of the Morning 
is to the Grafs and Herbs, fo fhall what is pro¬ 
duced by thee be made to flourifh. 

4. The LORD hath fworn, or engaged in 
the malt folemn Manner, and will not depart 


1. The Lord laid unto 
my Lord, Sit thou at my 
right hand, until I make 
thy Enemies thy footitooL 


3. The Lord fha.II fend 
the rod of thy ftrength 
out of Sion : rule thou in 
the mids of thy Enemies. 


5. Thy people Jball it 
willing in the day of thy 
power, in the beauties of 
holiuefs from the womb 
of the morning^ thou 
haft the dew of thy youth. 


4. TheLord hath fworn, 
and will-not repent, thou 
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PSALM CX. 

art a pried for ever after 
the order of Melchizedec. 

5. The Lord at thy 
right hand Ihall ftrike 
through kings in the day 
of his wrath. 


6. He fhall judge a- 
mong the heathen, he 
(hall fill the plates with 
the dead bodies: he 
(hall wound the heads o- 
ver many countries. 

7. He (hall drink of the 
brook in the way : there - 
fore (hall he lift up the 
head. 


PARAPHRASE. 

from what he has faid, thou art a Prieft for¬ 
ever after the order of Melchifedec. 

5. The LORD whom thou baddeft to fit 
on thy Right-hand, O Jehovah , fhall be very 
powerful, and fhall put an End to the Power 
of Kings, and fhall even deftroy them in the 
Day of his Anger. 

6. He fhall fit in Judgment among the 
Heathen ; he fhall be filled with dead Bodies 
who fhall be facrificed for their Obedience and 
good Will for him: He fhall put an End to 
the Power of the Heads of many Countries. 

7. He fhall go thro’ a State of great Afflic¬ 
tions and Troubles; therefore fhall he be ex¬ 
alted to the Right-hand of God for evermore. 

It 


Notes an PSALM CX. 

Ver. 3. Thy People Jhall he ’willing. ( 13 "! 3 Thy People are Voluntarineffet. The 

LXX read it M ai As if it had been -|Dp, ’with thee. And DOT! had fignified 

Empire, becaufe fignifies Princes. The Meaning is, thy People are ready and willing, 

of their own Accord, to fubmit to you. As if it had been {aid, thy People are, or will be, a 
People of Readinefles. I 

In the Day of thy Power, ")Vn D 1 ’ 3 . In the Day of thy Army. This relates to tbe Time 
when Chrift (hould fend forth his Army to fubdue thofe that were to be the Subjefls of his King, 
dom. The Army of Chrift, were the Apoflles and Preachers of his Word, who with Power en. 
deavoured to convert the World, and to bring it into Obedience to him. Thy People are aB 
ready, even fpontaneouily to come in, in the Day that thou fended out the Multitude of thy 
Preachers. 

In the Beauty of Ilolinefs. Win '“ 11113 . In holy Splendor. The Armies of this Lord were 
not to conquer by Violence or Force, but their Weapons were to be Righteoufnefs and Truth. 
Their Forces were to be all Holinefs : The Weapons of this Warfare were not to be carnal, 
but fuited to the War fine they were employed in ; they were to be Jpiritual. The Soldiers of 
Chrift were to have their Loins girt about with Truth, having the Breaft-Plate of Righteoufnefs; 
having their Feet prepared with the Gofpel of Peace ; having the Shield of Faith, the Helmet 
of Salvation, and tbe Sword of the Spirit, which is tbe Word of God. Eph. vi. 14,—17. 

From the Womb of the Morning : Thou haft the Devs of thy Youth. Vo “]'■? inif 13 DITlS 
‘lrnb’. Of the Womb of the Morning is the Dew of thy Birth to thee. Thus (bould this Verfe 
be pointed ; and thus did the LXX point it, though they read in their Copy only omn 
-pirn’ initto, ’E* ya-cpbc vpb tsotyof* iykvvntrstat, omitting the Words Dew to tbee. 
The Meaning of this Place I take to be this. “ As the Dew arifing from the Womb of the 
“ Morning, or produced by the Morning, is the Caufe of NonriQitDent and Growth to Herbs 
and Plants; fo is thy Youth or Birth as a Dew to thee, V. e. the Caufe of the Growth and 

“ Spreading 
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It appears, I think, that this Pfalm is a real Prophecy of the 
Mrjjiah. If therefore any Pafiage is cited from fuch a Place as 

this, 

Notes on P S A L M CX. 

“ Spreading of yon and your Doflrines." The Word Dew, is frequently ufed to fignify the 
Caufe of Growth. I nus, I will be as the Detv to Ifrael,— He Jhall grow as the Lilly,— his 
Branches ft'all fpread. Hof. xiii. 5 . And it is particularly applied to DoSlrine by Mofes \ my 
Speech Jhall diflil as the Dew, as the fmall Rain upon the tender Herb, and at the Showers upon 
the Graft. Deut. x.xxii, 2. 

But though the Word “|mV taken for thy Birth, affords a good Senfe, yet I rather prefer 
another Meaning. The Word iV does not only fignify to bring forth, but to produce, or 
bring into Being. Thus, in Pfalm XC. 2. Before the Mountains yt'ji were brought into Being. 
Hence, nil 5 ?’. Things brought into Being: And with the Affix ”], thy Productions: All that 
are bom to thee j that which is called in Ifa. liii. to. Thy Seed. And then the Senfe is, as the 
Dew is the Caufe of Growth to the Herbs, fo (hall thy Seed, thy Difciples, flourifh and mul- 

After the Order ey Melchizedec. 'm3! by. The LXX render this, KeLTci 7de¬ 
forcing to the Order, When thefe Words are joined together, they fignify not only, on account 
but upon the Affair , according to the Cujlont , Manner, Rite, of any Thing or Perfon. So 
that this Verfe is rightly rendered,— a Pr after the Order, or Manner of Melchizedec. The 
Meffsah is foretold and deferibed as one fuperior to David ; having his People paying a willing 
Obedience ; fending out his Army to convert People by Truth and Holinefs; making a great 
Progrefs and Increafe; and as a Prieft after a particular Order or Manner. 

5. Shall Jlrihe through Kings. The Son of Man is deferibed more than once as having a 
.two edged Sword out of his Mouth. Rev. i. 16. ii. 12, 16. xix. 15. It is faid, that the Lord 
Jhall confume [the Wicked] with the Breath of his Mouth. 2 ThefT. ii. 8. So when here he is 
prophefied of, as ftriking through Kings ; as wounding the Head, ver. 6. (where it is the fame 
Word) it means, to deftroy, to put an End to their Power, either by taking away their Lives, 
or by hindring in fome Way or other their Progrefs in Perfecution. 

6. He Jhall judge among the Heathen. His Dominion (hall not be confined to the Jewilh Na¬ 
tion, but he fhall extend his Kingdom to the Gentiles, and rule over them. 

He Jhall fill the Places with the dead Bodiet. This is one of thofe Places that is allowed to 
be exceeding obfeure : Some fupplying the Word Places, others Valleys, others Fields, as they 
think moll natural. But thefe, and all fuch Words, ferve only to darken a Place, dark enough 
ofitfelf. The LXX have it -trsitpeottes nmay.et.Ta. : The Latin Vulg. implebit ruinas. Pagnin, 
implevit corporibus. The Targum, implevit terram cadaveribus impiorum, qui interfefli fu- 
trunt. The Arabic, implebit tat [viz. Gentes] cadaveribus. All of them either give us Words 
without any Meaning, or have added what they thought would fill up the Senfe. If I may add 
a mere Conjeflure, 1 would obferve, 1 ft. That as this Pfalm contains a Prophecy concerning 
Chrill and his Aftions, thefe Words may point out a Peculiarity concerning him and his Reli¬ 
gion. Let then the Word NbQ, be underflood as it is commonly, intranfnively, not for, he 
Jhall fill, but, Jhall be filled, or, Jhall be full of; and then the Senfe may be, that this Lord, 
this Son of David, J,hall be full of dead Bodies, Now as this is giveiPas a Charafler of the 
Meffsah, and of his Religion in the World, may one not juftly think of the Number of Mar¬ 
tyrs dying for him ? May one not add the infinite Numbers that have perilhed in the Storms of 
Persecutions J May one not ftill add the many Millions which have been murdered for his Truth ’4 
■Sake, fince the World became Chrifiian ? Has he not been filled, even to the utmoft, with 
CarkaJfes, or dead Bodies of Men, who have perilhed here on his Account ? This is fuch a di- 
itinguifhing Charafler of the Mefiah, and has been fo remarkably fulfilled by fuch as have pre¬ 
tended to be bis Difciples, and have profefTed his Religion, much more than by any Heathens, 
that in the ftrifleft Propriety he may be faid to be filled with CarkaJfes. 1 Jaw under the Altar 
4 ht Souls of them that wort fiain for the bVord of God, and for the Teflimonj which they held. 
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this, it ought to be underftood as an Event foretold, and to be ac- 
complilhed ; or as what has an immediate Relation to him; and 
what was intended by God to be applied to, and underftood of, him. 
I proceed next to confider the Method of Reafoning ufed by the Apo- 
ftlc in this Epiftle. 


IV. 

This Epiftle was wrote to Perfons who had been illuminated , or 
had become Chrijliam already, as appears from chap. x. 31. It was 
to fuch as had buffered Perfccutiott for Chtijl: chap. xii. 4—12. It 
was therefore wrote to Hebrew Chriftians, i. e. to luch as from Jews 
had become Chrijliam : And it was wrote, to keep them fteady to 
their ProJ'cJjion , or to guard them from relapfing into JudaiJ'm. The 
Arguments therefore all along urged, are fuch as prove Chriftianity 
to be an Inftitution in every, refpedt fuperiorto, and more excellent 
than, the Law of Mofes ; that there was no one Thing in which a 
Jew could boaft, nor was there any one Advantage in thatLaw, but it 
was to be feen, or to be had, in a much better Manner, under the 
Law of Chrift. 

The Apoftle therefore fets out, Chapter thtfirjl, with proving, that 
the Son of God, who gave the Law to Chriftians, is far J'uperior even 


And they cried with a loud Voice, faying. How long, O Lord, holy and true, doji thou not judge 
and avenge our Blood on them that dwell on the Earth. Rev. vi. 9, to. 

7. Hefhall drink of the Brook in the Way The Word which we tranflate Brook, fignifies 
a torrent: And fo it is in every one of the old Verfions. It is St Jerom's Note on this Place, 
“ Torrens non habet aquas naturales—fed habet aquas de tempeftatibus, de pluviis, de tur- 
" bine, de procellis: Torrens nunquam habet aquam mundam, fed turbidam—Vultis feire 
“ quomodo de torrente turbido biberit ? Et ipfe dicit, Trittis ejl anima mea ttfque ad mortem. 

Et dicitur in Evangelio, & ccepit contriOari & conturbari. The Waters of a Torrent are 
“ not pure and clear, but they are fuch as arife from Tempefts, heavy Rains, and Storms, they 
“ are never clear, but turbid and muddy. Would you know how our Saviour drank of turbid 
“ Waters? he will tell you, My Soul is exceeding forrowful, even unto Death. And it is faid 
“ in the Gofpel, he began to be forrowful and very heavy.” Turbid Waters are a very proper 
Emblem of Affiiflions : And when many of them are collected together in a Torrent, they re- 
prefent Danger, and Dijlrefi, and much Trouble. When therefore our Saviour was to be re- 
prefented in his incarnate State as a Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with Grief, as ftricken, as 
fmitten, and going through much Trouble,—This was expreired by a Torrent; and his drinking 
of the Torrent, as undergoing much Evil. So to drink of the Cup of Affliflion is to go through 
Affliflion: And becaufe our Saviour did drink of this Cup, therefore he lifted up his Head. Vtd. 
Phil. W . Chrift Jefus— made himfelf of no Reputation-~and became obedient to Death , even the 
Death of the Croft. Wherefore God alfo hath highly exalted him, and given him a Name which 
it above every Name, ver 8, 9. 1 

The Brodk in the Way. 1. e. The Evils that happened to him in the Way he was to go ; 
Whatever befel him in his incarnate State, he patiently and readily fubmitted to. 

[. f ] tO 
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*o Angels who delivered the Law to Mofes ; and therefore that the 
Obligation to attend to what Chrijl faid, was greater than to give heed 
to what they had faid. And whereas the yews might object, that 
Jefus was made lower than the Angels by becoming incarnate, and 
dying as he did, the Defign of the fecond Chapter is to remove thii 
Difficulty. 

Chapter iii. is to prove Chrijl fuperior to Mofes , and more wor¬ 
thy of Honour, as much as a Son is more worthy of Regard than 
a Servant. 

Chapter iv. is to Ihew that the Rejl promifed to Cbrijlians is more 
excellent than the Rejl which was promifed to the Jews. And 
here the Apoftle earneftly preffes them to adt in fuch Manner, 
that they may not fall Jhort of it , as their Fathers in the Wilder- 
nefs did of Canaan. 

Chapter v. Ihews, that Chrijl was called of God to be a High Priejl 
as much as was Aaron. And as the High Prieftbood of Chrijl was 
more excellent than that of Aaron> here too Chriftians had the Ad¬ 
vantage above the yews. 

Chapter vi. is a Digreffion, containing a ftrong Exhortation to the 
fews to hold fall the Faith and Hope they had been inflrudted in, 

' and to reft allured that God would certainly perform the Promife 
made to Abraham , that in his Seed fhould all the Earth be blelfed. 

Chap. vii. the Apoltle returns to his Subjedt, which was to Ihew, 
that Chrijl was a Priell after the Order of Melcbifedec ; and therefore 
had a more excellent Priellhood than any of thofe had, who were 
Priells after the Order of Aaron. 

Chap. viii. is taken up in Ihewing, that Chrijl hath obtained a 
more excellent Minijlry, as he is the Mediator of a better Covenant 
than that which was made with their Fathers in the Wildernefs. 
It is a Covenant that is not to decay , or wax old , as the Mofaic Co¬ 
venant did, and was deligned to do. It was a Covenant that was 
wrote in Mens Hearts, and was to lall for ever. 

Chap. ix. contains a particular Account of the Tabernacle , and the 
Sacrifices offered in it: And comparing them with the Sacrifice of 
Chrijl , the Apollle Ihews, that thofe were in every Refpedt inferior 
to this. The Tabernacle of the Jews was a worldly Tabernacle : That 
which Chrijl entered was a Heavenly one. The Blood of their Sa¬ 
crifices purified only the Flejh ; the Blood of Chrijl purges the Confcience. 
Chrift did more by once for all entering into the true Holy of Holies, 

than 
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than their High Priefts could do by entering once every Tear all their 
Lives long, continually. 

Chap. x. fhews that the Sacrifices under the Law could not make 
the Corners thereto perfect, but the Sacrifice of Chriji effedtually did 
this, by perfecting for ever them that are fanClified. 

The reft of this Epiftle confifts in fhewing the Ufe and Advan¬ 
tage of Faith, and in feveral Exhortations to hear the Evils they were 
expofed to, on account of their Profefiion. Now when the diredt, 
plain, natural, Defign of an Author appears in every Step as he pro¬ 
ceeds, furely that fhould be deemed his Purpofe or Defign : And if 
by following that, the Reafoning is ftridt and juft, and the whole is 
rational and confiftent, That which appears to be the Tenor of the 
whole, fhould not be given up for the fake of fome Expreffions 
which may incidentally occur. 

But as the Defign of this Epiftle has ufually been thought to have 
been different from what is here faid, it may be deemed an Omffiion 
not to confider what others have fuggefted on this Occafion. It has 
been faid, “ that the Levitical Priefthood was a Shadow of the Prieft- 
“ hood of Chriji, in like Manner as the Tabernacle made by Mofes 
“ was according to that fhewed him in the Mount. The Priefthood 
“ of Chriji and the Tabernacle in the Mount, were the Originals: 
“ Of the former of which the Levitical Priefthood was a Type ; 
<c and of the latter the Tabernacle made by Mofes was a Copy. 
a The Dodlrine then of this Epiftle plainly is, that the legal Sa- 
crifices were Allu/ions to the great and final Atonement to be made 
by the Blood of Chriji-, and not that this was an Allufion to 
•“ thofe.” It is ufually affirmed too, that “ the Legal Sacrifices deri- 
* c ved all their Efficacy from Chrifly that great Sacrifice flain from 
“ the Foundations of the World.” 

But, fuppofing that there are Paffages in this Epiftle which may 
countenance fuch Notions, when taken by themfelves, independent 
of the Apoftle’s Defign; yet if we take the general Reafoning as 
our Guide, viz. that there is no Advantage in the Law, nor any 
Thing to be particularly boafted of in it, which is not much fupe- 
rior and more excellent in the Gofpel—The confequence is, not 
that the Legal Sacrifices were Allufions to the great and final Atonement 
made by the Blood of Chrift, but that the Apoftle only compares the 
one with the other, and fhews which has the Advantage over the 
other, without concerning himfelf about which was the Original, 
and which the Copy. St Paul never fays that the Levitical Priejl- 

[ f 2 ] hood 
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hood was a Type of the Prieflhood of Chrift, nor that, the Priefthood 
of Chrifi was the Original ; nor was fuch a Notion to his Purpofe; 
for his Argumentation is ftridt and juft, whatever becomes of fuch. 
a Notion. 

lie fays indeed, that the Law having- a Shadow of good Things to 
come, and not the very Image of the Things, can never with thofe Sa¬ 
crifices which they offered Tear by Tear continually, make the Comers 
thereto perfebl. Chap. x. i. Now whatever is the Meaning of thefe 
Words, they do not prove, what they are brought to prove, that 
the Sacrifices of the Law were Types of Chrijl ; or that they were 
Allufons to, or even that they had any Relation to, his Sacrifice. . 
There was it is true a faint Refemblance betwixt the Legal Sacrifices 
and that of Chrfi: But there may be. a faint Refemblance betwixt 
two Things, and yet neither of them be intended as Allufons of either 
to other. The going of the Children of Ifrael out of Egypt to 
conquer Canaan , and the Irruption of the Gauls into Italy, or that 
of the Goths and Vandals into Spain and Africa ; and of many other 
Nations into Countries which they went to fubdue, had a Refemblance 
to each other in many refpedts; yet no .one I think will fay that they 
were defigned by Providence as Allufons to, or Types of each other. 
The Apoftle had been proving,, that neither the High Priefi, nor 
the Sacrifices of the Law could make thofe that were under the Law, 
perfebl: That they could only take away fuch Guilt, as would hin¬ 
der the Jews from enjoying the Bleflings promifed to them , in the 
Land of Canaan : But as to the obtaining an Inheritance in Hea¬ 
ven, the Sacrifices appointed under the Law were not intended for 
that Purpofe. The Civil Law of the Society required a particular 
Behaviour; and the Offences committed in that cafe were to be 
removed by what the Law had appointed. But our High Prieft be¬ 
ing entered into Heaven itfelf, had put away all that Sin that was ex¬ 
clusive of Heaven, and had entitled his Followers to an eternal In¬ 
heritance. The one could only take away the Sins which deprived 
the Children of Ifrael of the Temporal Bleflings promifed to the Ob- 
fervers of the Law: The other removed, all Sins which hindered 
Men of the Happinefs of Heaven. This being fhewn at large in 
Chap. ix. the Apoftle begins the Tenth Chapter thus. For the Law 
having a Shadow of good Things to come, and not the very Image of 
the Things, can never with thofe Sacrifices which they offered Tear by 
Tear continually make the Comers thereunto perfeSl. They could cer¬ 
tainly do what they were defigned to do: i. e. They could remove 
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what would obftruft the Temporal Happinefs of the "Jews in Canaan *; 
But the Happinefs promifed in the Law was merely Temporal ; and 
therefore if compared with the eternal Inheritance promifed by Chrift , 
it is no more than a mere Shadow , an errant Trifle: It is no more 
than a Shadow compared to a folid Subftance. There is indeed fome 
Refcmblance ; but it is fo faint , fo J'mall , fo trifling a one, that it 
can’t be confidered as the very Image or even jufl Portraiture. 

Cicero has ufed an Expreflion very remarkable to our Purpofe. 
Nos veri juris germanacque juftitiae folidam & expreflam effigiem nul- 
lam tenemus; Umbra et Imaginibus utimur. De Officiis, lib. iii. 
"cap. 17. Here the Shadow and imperfedl Reprefentations of Juftice 
and Right, are oppofed.to the folid and exprefs Efligy of it, juft as 
the Apoftle oppofes the Law of Mofes, and the Good promifed in 
that, to the good Things promifed in the Chriftian Difpenfation. 
The Law exhibited a Shadow only of real fubftantial Good ; the 
Chriftian Difpenfation offers the folid Subftance, a real Good that 
will laft for ever. Take the Law in it’s moft advantageous View;, 
conflder it as it appointed a yearly Expiation for the flewifh Nation, 
and by that means, all that had been the Obftrudtion to their Hap¬ 
pinefs in. Canaan, as removed and forgiven;—this was certainly a 
Good, a public Good to all: But ftill this could extend no farther 
than the Promife made, which was Plenty, and long Life , and tem¬ 
poral Happinefs. But then the Promife made by Chrifl was the For- 
givenefs of fuch Sins as were Obftrudtions to eternal Happinefs; 
The yearly Atonement concerned only a little Spot of Ground, no 
bigger than the Land of Canaan itfelf; but the Good which Chrifl 
conferred extended to all Mankind; in all parts of the Earth. We 
fee here what the Apoftle calls a Shadow of good Things to come : 
But what Ground is there to infer from thefe Words, either that 
the Levitical Priefthood . was a Type of the Chriftian Priefthood , or 
that the Legal Sacrifices were Allufions to, or that they derived their 
Efficacy from, the Sacrifice of Chrift. 

The Apoftle, like a true Reafoner, not forfaking his Point, or 
wandering from what he was upon, goes on (not to prove what was 
not to his Purpofe, viz. that the Priefthood in and by the Law, was 
a Copy taken from the Priefthood of Chrift which was the Original, 
but) to oblerve, that it was not pofliblc for the Blood of Bulls and Goats 
to tare away Sins. He means fuch Sins as were Obftrudtions to ever- 
lafhng Life. The Blood of Bulls and Goats was accepted for what, 
and as far as, they were appointed: But it was all along fecn and 

owned 
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owned by the Pfiilmift, and by all the Prophets, that thofe Sacrifices 
were not the principal Things which God intended and required ; 
and confequently were not the Things primarily regarded ; which is 
what the Apoftle labours to prove. But as to Types , or which was 
the Original, and which was the Copy, or whence the Efficacy pro¬ 
ceeded of fuch Sacrifices by which an Atonement was made, not one 
Word appears. 

It may be fuggefted, that That which is mojl perfedi and complete, 
mu ft always be jirjl and original in the Mind of God : And that That 
which is imperfedt, and defigned to be done away, muft be taken 
from, and therefore, muft be a Copy of, what is moft perfedt. The 
Priefthood of Chrift therefore being the Perfedlion of Priefthod, and 
the Levitical Priejlhood but an imperfedt Refemblance of that of Chrift, 
it follows, that as what was perfedt was prior to what was imperfedt, 
the Levitical Priefthood muft be a rough Draught, or Type of that of 
Chrift. 

But be this as it will. Priority in Idea, or of Things exifting, 
does not conftitute a Type, more than Similitude of Things does. A 
Type, in the Theological Senfe of the Word, is that which God or¬ 
dained, to prefigure fomething future: It always implies Defign for 
fuch a particular Ufe or Purpofe. If therefore the Chriftian Priefthood 
was the Original from whence the Levitical Priefthood was taken, 
or the Sacrifices of the Law were commanded or taken from the Sa¬ 
crifice of Chrift, as ftain from the Foundation of the World,’— this is not 
fufficient to conftitute either the one or the other Types, but Antitypes. 
For the Chriftian Priefthood and Sacrifices being fuppofed to be firft. 
Priority alone does not conftitute Type ; but it muft be Priority joined 
to Intention to prefigure. .Either the Jewifh Sacrifices muft be intended 
to prefigure the Sacrifice of Chrift, or the Sacrifice of Chrift was in¬ 
tended to prefigure the Jewifh Sacrifice, or the one cannot be a Type 
of the other. Now the Point will be to prove fuch Intention in God. 
There may be, no doubt, Similitudes in feveral Things, and thefe 
may be compared together : There may be Powers, Properties, Cir- 
cumftances, Modes, Proportions, ftronger or weaker, greater or lefs, 
alike in very different Things -, and therefore they may be examined, 
compared, confidered, either by themfelves, or with one another. 
But a Similitude in any two Things will not make one a Type of 
another. For, to this End, it is not only great Likenefs, but it muft 
be (hewn, that God made thofe Likeneffes on purpofe, that the one 
ihould reprefent the other. When two Things are compared toge- 
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ther by an infpircd Writer, it does not follow from thence, that the one 
is typical of another, unlefs he declares it to be fo. Allujions do not 
constitute Types ; and therefore, it fliould not be taken for granted, 
that if the Sacred Writers allude to , or make a Comparifon between, 
our Saviour, and any Thing that is mentioned in the Old Teftament, 
e. g. the Brazen Serpent and Chriji, that therefore, fuch Things 
were Types of Chrift. It was a very right and proper Caution, which 
that great Mailer of Hebrew , and excellent Profeffor, Sixtinus Amama , 
gave, (a) “ That Profeffors of Divinity Ihould not imagine, or make out 
“ of every Perfon or Thing in the Old Teftament, a Type of Chrift, 
“ or of the Church. Be it fo (as he goes on) that there is fomething 
“ alike in both : That is by no means enough to conftitute a Type. You 
“ will never be able to prove it a Type, unlefs you can fhew from 
“ the Sacred Scriptures, that it was defigned and appointed by the 
“ Holy Ghoft, to reprefent and prefigure what you call it a Type of.” 

In the Words immediately preceding thefe, Sixtinus Amama gives 
this Advice to thofe who are ready {b) “ to make any Great Man, 
“ whofe Life and Actions are recorded in the Old Teftament, a 
“ Type of Chrift, or of any Thing there faid, a Type of the Church. 
“ The Cafe of thofe, whom either Chrift himfelf, or his Apoftles, 
“ have told us that they were Types, is quite different. E. g. Mel- 
“ cbizedec, Heb. v. and vii. Jonas, Matt. xii. David and Solomon, 
“ as is plain from fo many Paffages cited in the New Teftament. 
“ The Cafe is the fame of the Pafchal Lamb, i Cor. v. 7. Of the 

“ Arc with its Covering, Rom. iii. 25. The Temple of Solomon, 

“ Joh. ii. 21. The Sacrifices, Heb. ix. 8. The Brazen Serpent, 

“ Joh. iii. 14. The Altar, Heb. xiii. 10. and fome other Inftances. 

“ Though if anyone, N.Bln many of thofe Inftances which are cited in 


(a) Cavete ergo, candidati, ne ad cathedras 
admifli, ex qualibet perfona vel re V Tell. 
Typum vel Chriiti vel Ecclefiae, vel aliarum 
rerum fabricetis. Sit aliquid in utroqae iitnile; 
hoc Typo conftituendo neutiqaam fatis eft. 
Nunquam enim evinces efte Typum nifi ex fa- 
cra pagina ollenderis illud a Spiritu Sanflo hue 
fuiffe deftinatum, & ad hanc reprefentationem 
deftinatum. Sixtinus tSmama. Antibarbari 
Bibliei. Lib. 1. p. 168. Edit. 410. 1656. 

(b) Hie illi etiam admonendi, qui ex quo- 
libet heroe, cujus vitam et res geftas Veteris 
Teft. feriptores a<* pofteritatem tranfmiferunt, 
Typum Chrifti, aut ex qualibet Typum Eecle- 
fia: aut rerum Novi Teftatnenti faciunt. Longe 


alia iftorum ratio eft quos Typum geflifle Chri¬ 
fti ipfe Chriftus & Apoftoli docuerunt. Verbi 
gratia, Melchifedechi, Heb. v. & vii. Ionse, 
Matt. xii. Davidis St Solomonis, quod ex tot 
Oraculis, qua: in Nov. Teft. citantur, liquet. 
Eadcm eft ratio Agni Pafchalis, 1 Cor. v. 7. 
Arcs cum Propitiatorio, Rom. iii. 2$. Tem- 
pli Solomonis, Job. ii. 21. Viflimarum, Heb. 
ix 8. Serpentis aenei, Job. iii. 14. Altaris, 
Heb. xiii to. Et aliorum quorundam. Qu.in- 
quam fiquis in multis, quorum in N. Tell, fit 
mentio, allufionem quandam conflituere mal¬ 
let quam Typum, meo judicio non admodum 
eflet aberraturus. Hid. 


“ the 
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“ the New Teftament, fliould rather take them to "be Allufww than 
“ 'Trpcs, in my Opinion, lie would not be much miftaken.” 

It is efientiai to the Notion ol a Type, that it reprefents, and was 
de/igued to reprefent, fomething future. It was (c) “ fo ordained of 
“ God, that it lliould prefigure fomething die that was to come. And 
“ that which was lb prefigured is what is called the Antitype .” If it 
(d) reprelents fomething prejent, it is a Symbol-, if it reprefents fome¬ 
thing pafi, it is a Memorial. The Point then always to be proved is, 
that fuch a P erf on, or fuch a Thing, was intended, ‘acid ordered, by God 
to reprefent, of to prefigure, Chrift and his Church, or whatever elfe 
it is laid to be a Type of. Suppofe a Man were to .collect ever fo many 
Likenejfes between any Thing and Chrift, yet, unlefs he can prove it 
appointed or ordained by God for that Purpofe, he can never prove it a 
Type. There may be great Similitudes, or great Concurrences ; and a 
lively Imagination will invent and paint out what cannot be proved to 
be defigned to prefigure any Thing : But they are wide of the Mark, 
that do not produce the Teftimony of Chrift or the Apoftles, alluring 
us of the Delign of God, in inftitutingfuch Things, or appointing fuch 
Perfons for fuch Purpoles, There is a juft Allufion, and a great Like- 
}iejs, in that of the Poet, 


Q'ln irip ytad,, rod Jt x) duff s 


And yet no one would fay that Leaves, or the Fall of Leaves, are Types 
of Men. 

What then is the Meaning of the Scriptures, when they fpeak of the 
Ordinances of the Ceremonial Law as the Shadows of Things to come ; 
efpecially as they add immediately— But the Body is of Chrifi. Col. ii. 
17. Were they not defigned as Types of Chrift ? Or how are we to 
underftand fuch Paflages ? 

The plain Anfwer is, that ^Shadow of Things to come, is not the 
fame as a Type or Prefiguration of Things to come; but the Shadow 
i6 here oppofed to Body, or folid Subftance: And the Meaning is, 
“ Let not any one, any Jew, pretend to find Fault with you for not 
“ obferving the Law, or its Ordinances : For they are mere Trifles, 


M Typus, quatenus vox ifta fenfum habet dici folet. Outran. dtZacrif. c. x-viii. f. 201. 
Theologicum, ita definiri poffe videtur, ut fit (d) Symbola quatenus res fr<e/entm Typi 
exemplum ita a Deo comparatum, ut ipfius autem quatenus futuras inftituto Dei defigna- 
plane inllitutio futurum illud prafigureL bant. ibid. f. 204. 

Quod autem ita prrfguratur, illud Antitypus 

“ if 
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tc if compared with thofe fubftantial Things which Chrift has declared 
“ to be the Will of God, and which will recommend you to God, 
“ and fecure you eternal Happinefs.” The Words of the learned 
Dr Spencer, approved by Dr Whitby, and cited by him, are, (e) 
“ The Word Shadow, to which Body is oppofed, is to be underftood 
“ not relatively but comparatively. As if he had faid—Meat and 
“ Drink, and new Moons, and Sabbaths, and all Religion that is 
“ concerned in the external Rites and Solemnities of the Law, are 
“ mere Shadows, things neither folid nor defigned to laft ; but Chrift 
“ and his Religion is Body ; i.e. fomething folid, and of perpetual 
“ Duration, as fuited not to the Manners, but to the Natures of 
“ Man” 

Should any one objedt, that here the Apoftle does not barely fay, 
that thefe Ordinances of the Law, are a Shadow, but that they are a 
Shadow of future Things, and therefore are Typical, as relative to 
what was then to come,—the Difficulty will be, to prove that they 
were ordained and appointed by God, to prefigure thofe Things, of 
which they are faid to be a Shadow. For no more being faid by the 
Sacred Writer, than that they are a Shadow of future good Things, 
and not that they were inftituted on purpofe to prefigure them, it is 
impoffible to prove that more is intended, than that thefe Ordinances 
were of little Worth or Value in comparifon of that which is much 
more excellent. And where a Comparifon only is made betwixt 
Things, it makes no Difference whether the one be pafi, or prefent, 
or future: But if one be a Type of another, Proof muff be made of 
the adlual Appointment of God for the one to reprefent the other. 

This is the Cafe too in another Inftance, which may feem more 
likely to be typical, becaufe the Word Type is actually made ufe of 
by the Sacred Writer. St Paul declares, that thofe Things which 
happened to the Jews in the Wildernefs, were, tuVoi npuo, Types of 
us, (we render it, our Enfamples) and they were written for our Ad¬ 
monition, upon whom the Ends of the World are come, i Cor. x. 6, i r. 
The Apoftle here indeed ufes the Word, ruVoi ; but it fignifies, as 
we properly render it, Enfamples ; what was wrote for our Admoni¬ 
tion. Now Admonition is not Prefiguration, nor does it convey any 


(•) Vox tTKiti, cui corpus, i regione refpon- occupata, mera Cunt umbra, res nec folid* 
det, non relative fed comparative Sc per mo- nec duratura. At Chriftus ejufque religio cor- 
dum oppofitionis intelligenda eft ; quafi dix- put eft i hoc eft res folid* Sc perpetua, utpote 
iflet, cibus Sc potus, novilunia, fabbata. Sc re- naturis non moribus hominum accommodata. 
ligio circa legis ritus & folennitatcs external Spencer, 4 e leg. Heir. L. t. c. xv. § z. 

[ g ] fuch 
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fuch Idea. Can any one fay, that the Punifhments of the Sins of 
the Jews were ordained by God for this End, viz. to reprefent the 
Punifhments of Chrijlians in like Cafes ? Or, that as they were pu- 
nifhed with Death in the Wildernefs, for their Idolatries and Rebellion 
againfl God, in like manner, Chrijlians fhall be punifhed with Death, 
in the prefent State ? This is not only not true in Fadt, but is contra¬ 
ry to the whole Tenor of Chriflianity, which never promifes prefent 
good Things to the Obfervers of it, nor threatens prefent Evil to thofe 
who difobey it; but refers to a future State and future Punifhments for 
all Violations of the Law of Chrifl. 

But enough has been faid to fhew the Manner of Reafoning in this 
Epiftle: And as to particular Difficulties in the Texts, whatever they 
are, I muft refer to the Notes. And if I have been miftaken in the 
Account I have given of fome Texts,. I fhall rejoice to meet with any. 
other that is more rational and confiftent; and fhall always be ready 
to thank any Perfon that is fo kind as 

Erranti monflrare viam. 


V. 

Having confidered as briefly as I could, the Manner of Reafoning 
made ufe of by the Apoftle, I cannot but take Notice of a Remark 
or two made by a late Writer, which may feem to affedt the Credit 
and Charadter of St Paul, in all his Writings. The Writer I mean, 
is the Author of certain Effays and Fragments of Ef'ays j pofthumous 
Pieces, publifhed by David Mallet , Efq; An Author, whofe Life 
and Behaviour, as a moral Man, as a Polititian , as a Member of So¬ 
ciety, in Power, out of Power, and at lafl as a Religionift, is now fully 
known. He has, in more Places than one, treated Mofes and St 
Paid, as errant Impoftors : He has declared the God of Mofes, and the 
God of Paul, to be no God, or a local tutelary God of particular Perfons, 
or of a particular Country: And has made no Scruple to aflert, that 
St Paul “ undertook, like a true Cabalifical Architect, with the Help 
“ of Type and Figure, to raife a new Syjlem of Religion, on the old 
“ Foundation” of the Law. Vol. fii. 288. iv. 450. 

Surely one would think from the Pofitivenefs of the Aflertion, 
that there was at leaf! fome Ground for fuch a Charge. But no Man 
is to take for granted, whatever any bold Aflerter thinks fit to fay. 
This Author in particular, has told us feveral Things relative to old 
Books, and old Fails, which no Man but himfelf ever faid, or thought 

ofi 
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of; and which every Man converfant in Books knows to be falfe. 
Here, I fhall confider only two or three Things which he has af- 
ferted concerning St Paul, without any Grounds, falfe in Fadt, un¬ 
worthy of any Man, but fuch a one, as has attempted to deftroy the 
Credit, and Credibility, of all Divine Revelation. 

I would alk then, firft, is there no Foundation for the Expedi¬ 
tion of the Mefliah in Mofes , and in the Prophets, but what is 
founded on Type and Figure ? If there be, then it is poffible that St 
Paul might very jujily undertake to raife a new Syftem of Religion, 
upon the old Foundation of the Law, without the Help of Type and 
Figure. If there be no fuch Foundation, this (hould have been 
proved. But, fecondly. In what Epiftle of St Paul, does it appear, 
that he attempted, or “ undertook, with the Help of Type and Figure r 
“ to raife a new Syftem of Religion upon the old Foundation” of the 
Law ? Every Step here, ought to have been proved : And yet not 
one of them is fo much as attempted to be proved. St Paul is 
charged with undertaking, by the Help of Type and Figure, to do a 
certain Fadt. Are we to take this Writer’s Word for this ? Or ought 
he not to have proved what he charges the Apoftle with ? Now, 
where in all his Epiftles is any Ufe of Type made by St Paid, to 
raife any Syftem of Religion on, new or old ? Or where does he un¬ 
dertake, by Help of Type, to raife this new Syftem on old Foundations ? 
I readily admit, that he undertook to raife Chriftianity upon the 
Foundation of the Law : i e. He confirmed the Hiftory of Mofes ; 
and he (hewed, that the Law was to give Way to a better Inftitution. 
But in the Name of common Senfe, did he do this by the Help of 
Type and Figure ? Or did he not do it by as ftridt and juft Reafoning 
as any Man can ufe. 

I am fenfible, that this Author, and others of the fame Stamp, 
may declaim on the Topic of Theology ; and tell the World what 
fome Divines, antient and modern, have faid : And how much they 
have pleaded for the'Ufe of Types, particularly in the Epiftle to the 
Hebrews. But is not the critical Senfe of this Epiftle the true Senfe 
of it ? Or does the true Senfe of an Author ceafe to be his true Senfe, 
becaufe many, Moderns as well as Antients, have miftaken it ? St 
Paul has ufed the Word, Type, but once, as I remember, in all 
the Epiftle to the Hebrews ; and there it fignifies a Pattern or Plan 
of certain Things that were to be copied from it. He has never 

[ g 2 ] once 



Hi The INTRODUCTION. 

once applied this Word, nor the Thing intended by this Word,' tp 
raife a new Syjlem of Religion on ; nor has he ever argued from either 
Word, or Thing, for fuch Purpofe. 

But fuppofing the Apoftle to have made ufe of Type and Figure , in 
fome particular Cafes, yet he never did it to “ raife a new Syftem of 
“ Religion on the old Foundation.” For what is a Type but an in¬ 
tended Prefiguration of fomething elfe ? If therefore there were 
any Prefigurations of a future new Syftem of Religion, laid down 
beforehand, St Paul had a Right to ufe them to the Purpofes they 
were deligned. And if To, why is he called, by Way of Reproach, 
“ a true Cabalifiical Architect ? ” For a Cabalifiical Ar chit eld was ne¬ 
ver deemed a Scriptural Architect, fince the Words were invented. 
If, on the other Hand, the Type and Figure ufed by the Apoftle are 
not Prefigurations , then this Author fhould have proved, that the 
Apoftle did ufe Type and Figure, in order to raife his new Syjlem. 
The Truth is, he has charged the Apoftle with having done what, 
he never did do, nor attempt to do, merely to throw as much Ab- 
furdity as he could on Revelation in general, and on the Apoftle in 
particular. 

He has done the fame in another Inftance, and indeed, with greater 
and more fhameful A durance. He aflerts, that “ St Paul pretend- 
“ ed to teach and to explain the Difputes about Grace, Predefiination, 
“ Free-Will, EleElion, Reprobation, SanEiification, Jufiification , an.d 
“ other fublime Theological Doctrines.” Vol. iv. p. 460. He means, 
“ That God eledts fome of his Creatures to Salvation, and predeftinates 
“ others to Deftrudtion, even in the Wombs of their Mothers.” Vol. v. 
p. 567. And hence he reprefents the God of Paul, not as the Go¬ 
vernor of the Univerfe, but as a partial Being, unjuft, cruel, unrea¬ 
sonable, not the proper Objedt of Love or Efteem. 

I mull here too afk this Enemy of our Apoftle, where does St 
Paul “ pretend to teach and explain,” not all the Dodtrines, but 
any one of them, which are here mentioned, in a Senfe inconfiftent 
with the Wifdom and Goodnefs of God ? Where is there one Jingle 
Word in all St Paul's. Epiftles, whereby he “ pretends to teach and 
“ explain the Difputes about EleElion , or Reprobation,’’ in at- Manner 
unworthy of God, or of Religion in the World ? I admit, that too 
many Divines have argued from detached Paflages, as if the Sacred 
. Writers 
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Writers hz 4 leafed, upon Election, \and Pfed^lir^tipp^-qf particular 
Beifoos, tq^ey^ds op. Pjjnj&^en^: But, « St P^is^Jierji chjtng^ 
.with teaching thefe Nopong^ jand wax- VOG.poa. whai*i,St, JP ayl 
preached, is abufed, .and charged as, idling an unworthy Bart with 
his Creatures ; it behoved this AcCuie.r, as it will any- qf his Admir 
rers, to fliew or prove, that there is fo much as one Tingle Sentence, 
in all St Paul’s Writings, in which he pretends to teach or to ex¬ 
plain any fuch Doctrines, as he is here charged with. 

But I mud dill go further: And alk,—did he never fee this 
whole Matter of Predejlination and Eleflion , as treated by St Paul, 
fet in a rational, clear, fenfible, confident, Light ? Has he not feen 
what St Paul faid, explained, free from all the Inconveniences too 
often imputed by carelefs Party-Writers, to the Apodle ? Yes; He 
had feen Mr Locke s Paraphrafes and Notes. I afk then, why does 
he infill on a Senfe that is abfurd, when the Apodle’s Words are 
capable of a good Meaning. Can any fleafon, be affigned for this, but 
that he would not take St Paul’s Meaning from himfelf but from 
others who had midaken it, only that he might have a Handle to 
abufe him ? Would he but allow the Aphftle t q talk common Senfe, 
in Places where he has been proved to dp fo, the God of Paul would 
have appeared to be the God of the Phuverfe. , But to prove St Paul 
to be a Deceiver, he forces an abfurd Senfe upon his Words, not- 
withdanding he had feeti a, clear and confident Senfe put upon 
them : And then the God of Paul is reprefented by thefe Arts, as a 
partial, abfurd. Being, not to be depended on, nor believed in. 
This Writer had feen , that a rational, confident, good, Senfe, might 
ealily and naturally be put upon St Paul’s Epidles, in all thofe Places 
where he had Occafion to mention Predeftination or Election : But 
then he faw, and he knew, that too many had argued from detached 
Padages, as if the Apodle had been in their Sentiments, and privy 
to their Dodlrines. What now does this artful Politician do ? He 
takes the abfurd Side : He tells us that the Apoftle pretended to teach 
Jtnd explain thefe Notions in the abfurd Senfe; and he is not content 
' thus to -abufo-St Paul, but with a Degree of Impiety and Profane- 
nefs peculiar to himfelf, he abufes the God of Paul. It is not hard 
perhaps to account for fuch Conduct. He made a Point formerly, to 
pervert, to calumniate, to dander; to do any Thing to ferve his 
Ambition or Party : He was trained up in thefe Arts when young; 
and he had ufed them with great Succefs, even to bring his Country 

to 
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to the Brink of Ruin: St Paul was an Enemy to thefe Arts j and 
in Courfe an Enemy to thofe that ufed them. No Wonder theft 
that this profligate Politician made ufe of thefe Weapons to deftroy 
St Paul’s Credit, as an Apoftle of Jefus Chrift }. and to the Peflxudion 
of all Revelation , as coming from the God of Paul. 
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T H E Defign of the Author of this Epiftle, being to 
Ihew the Excellency of the Chriftian Covenant, above 
that of the Jews, in every Refpedt; that the Jews 
had no one Advantage, in, or by their Law, which 
Chriftians had not equal , if not fuperior , by the Law of Chrift; 
he begins with giving an Account of the Dignity of the PerJ'on of 
Chrift; and Ihews that he is above, and more excellent than, all 
Angels: And thence concludes, that he ought to be attended to 
more than any of them. 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


CHAP. I. 

PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 

i. O D who at 
VJ fundry times, 
and in divers manners, 
fpake in time part unto 
the Fathers by the Pro¬ 
phets, 

2. Hath in thefe laft 
days fpoken unto us by 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the H E B R E W S. 

1 Who at fundry Times. Tlahv input. It is properly, confining of many Parts. 
God has delivered his Will to the Fathers, and particularly concerning his Son, in 
fuch a Manner, that you mull confider and compare a great many Parts of Scrip¬ 
ture, in order to apprehend a t'rue Notion of him. Thus Ifaiah tells us, in one 
Place, that he was to fit upon the ’Throne of David, and upon his Kingdom, to order 
it, and to efiablijh it with Judgment and Juftice; and that of hit Government and 
Peace there Jhall be no End, chap. ix. 7. -In another Place, that he was to be a 
Man of Sorrows; and cut off from the Land of the Living, chap. liii. 8, 9. For 
the Time of his Coming, Genefis xlix. 10, and Daniel ix. muft be compared. For 
other Chara&ers, or the Criteria by which he might be known, other Parts of the 
Old Teftament were to be confidered. Now this was done in various Manners, 
by Dream, Revelation, Vifion, Angels fpeaking to the Prophets, or by whatever 
Means God thought proper; -and at very different Times, from the Days of the 
Patriarchs, quite to thofe of the laft Prophet. 

2. Hath in thefe left Days. 'Eor' \<sya.7uv, or rather, \sya.Tv, tuv ri/xipus t*tuv. 
In the Jafi of ■thefe Days. The Reafon why the Days of the Meffiah are called the 
lafi Days, is, becaufe they are foretold, as to be under the fourth or lafi Kingdom, 
mentioned by the Prophet Daniel, chap. ii. 44. I will tranfcribe Mr Medes 
Words: “ In the lafi Times, or under the Times of the lafi Kingdom, (the Roman) 
“ fhould the Kingdom of Chrifi appear in the World, as we fee it hath done. And 
“ this is that which the Apoftle faith, Heb. i. 2. God in thefe laft Days, or laft 
“ Times, has fpoten unto us by his Son ; and St Peter, 1 Ep. i. 20. That he was 
“ foreordained before the Foundation of the World, but was manifefied in thefe laft 
“ Times. This is that Fulnefs of Times, whereof the Apoftle fpeaks, Gal. iv. 4. 
“ When the Fulnefs of Time was come, God font forth his Son made of a Woman. 
“ And Eph. i. 9, 10. having made knoown unto us the Myfiery of his Will,—that 
“ in the Difpenfation of the Fulnefs of Times, he might gather together in one, all 
e ‘ Things in Cnrift. Agreeable to all which is That, Heb. ix. 26. Chrift hath once 

“ appeared, 


Chap. i. O D, who in fundry Places of the 

VjT Old Teftament, and in divers Man¬ 
ners, by Dreams, Villons, audible Voices, by 
Infpiration, Revelation, or whatever Method 
it pleafed him to make ufe of, fpake in Times 
paft unto the Fathers by the Prophets, 

2. Hath at length, in the Fulnefs of Times , 
under the lajl Kingdom, fpoken of by Daniel, 

fent 
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TEXT. PARAPHRASE . 

his Son, whom he hath feat his Son, and by him has declared his Chap. 
appointed Heir of all \yjij to Mankind. He has declared his Will, J 

I Ciy, not by any lefs Perfon than his Sou, 
whom he hath made Heir of all Things, and 
whom he hath actually put in Pofleffion of all 

Power 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the HEBREW S. 

“ appeared, *t 1 ovvtsmsi. r etiavur, in the End of Times or Apes, to put away 
“ Sin by the Sicrifi'e of himfelf Where thefe la/} Times, Fulnefs of Time , 
“ and Ccnclufson of Ages, are nothing elfe but the Times of the fourth Kingdom, 
“ whofe Times are the lad Period oT DaniePs four, the Fulnefs of the prophetical 
“ Chronology.—During thefe Times Chrift was looked for; and accordingly 
.“ came and reigned, (ife. Mode’s Works, p. 655. 

Whom he hath appointed Hen of all Things. ''Oit tfhtxi x.>.ngyv'o[Mli ■jra/Jmf. The 
Word, Heir, lignifies properly, one who has a Right to fucceed to what another 
has in Pofleflion, after his Death. But this cannot be the Meaning of the Word in 
this Place, becaufe it is impoflible for the God and Father of all to die. Jujlinian , 
in the Inflitutes , Lib. II. Tit. xix. § 6. has obferved, that the Antients ufed the 
Word, Heirs, for Lords. Feteres,-Hxtedes pro Dominis appellabant. And Feftus 
has the fame Remark, Hacres apud antiquos pro Domino ponebatur. And Plautus 
has ufed the Word, Hares, in the fame Senfe, where he introduces Menaecmus So¬ 
fties, having taken away a Woman’s Cloak, and faying, 

-Abftuli 

Hanc, quojus Hares nunquam erit poll hunc diem. Menccch. Adi. iii. Sc. 11. 

In this Senfe, the Word, Heir, fignifies the fame as Pojfejptr, or Lord of, with¬ 
out taking in the Idea of after Death. And thus it is the fame with what our Sa¬ 
viour fays, All Power is given to me in Heaven and Earth. Matt, xxviii. 18. He is 
Lord of all. Adis x. 36. He hath put all Things under his Feet. I Cor. xv. 27. 
God hath fet him at his own right Hand in the Heavenly Places, far above all Princi¬ 
pality, and Power, and Might, and Dominion, and every Name that is named, not only in 
this World, but alfo in that which is to come: and hath put all Things under his Feet, 
and gave him, to be Head over all Things. Eph. i. 20—22. 

As the Word, Hatres, or Heir, is here ufed for Pojfejfor, or a Son put into Pof- 
feffon, fo the Word Khigyvlua is ufed to pojfefs any Thing ; and thence to exercife 
Power. So Suidas j KMt^S’of/.u. Td xu.Tsijmr/a^’a, to yf afJttt. And therefore xaii- 
gjv'ou<&, is one that poffejfes any Thing, and he that exercifes Power. When there¬ 
fore all Things where put under the Feet of this Son, and a Name was given him a- 
bove every Name, that at the Name of Jefus every Knee Jbould bow,—and every 
Tongue Jhculd ctsnfefs that Jefus Chrift is Lord, Then was Jefus faid to bei\n£fVotc& : 
He was veiled with the Power and the Pojfeffon of all Things ; and St Paul calls 

1 B Chriftiafis, 
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PARAPHRASE . iTElT. 

Power in Heaven and Earth : By whom he things, by whom atfo 

formerly difpofed, and ordered thofe eminent he raiM,e the orUk ’ 

and remarkable Periods of Times, the Autidi- 

luvian. Patriarchal , the Mofaic Ages, and 

now the prefent , put under his Government, 

according to the Will of the Father. 

o. He hath fpoken to us, I fay, by the Son, 3 - Who king the 
who being a bright Ray of his Glory, the k'S htnefs of his Glory, 

Image 

N O T E S on the Epistle to the HEBREWS. 

Chriftians, ouyK\H&v'oi/.ei Xeir?, joint Heirs with Chrifl. Ram. viii. 17. Not 
taking in the Idea of the Deceafe of him who is to give them their Inheritance. 

By wham alfa he made the Worlds. A/ u £ ris diZvct! koreinji. The Word, 
iiovcn, which we render Worlds, does not fignify the Heavens and Earth and all 
Things in them ; but it means properly, Ages , or certain Periods of Time in which 
fuch or fuch Things were done, or were to be done. Such were the Patriarchal j 
that of the Law ; that of the Mejfiah ; that of the Antediluvians ; that of the four 
great Empires , which the Prophet Daniel fpoke of. Thefe were properly 'Atuns, 
Ages. It is true, that all Things were made by ChrifI, and without him was not any 
Thing made that was made. Joh. i. 3. But it does not follow from the Words of 
this PafTage, that the Apoftle here intended to fpeak of his making all Things. No 
more Teems to be defigned, than that God by him, made, difpofed , ordered, 
the feveral great and remarkable Periods of Time from the Creation, To as to bring, 
about his Ends, or what he purpofed to do. Nor, is there any one Inflance in the 
New Teftament, where more than this Teems to be meant by this Word. Thus, 
The Myjlery which hath been hid from Ages and Generations, but now is made mani- 
fejl by his Saints, Col. i. 26. is the true Explication of what St Paul faid, was hid, 
store 7 dsStuv, from Ages, in God. And fo, Eph. iii. n. what we render, his 
eternal Purpofe, sta-rd. orpoStasr divvor, is, according to his Purpofe, or, Difpofttun 
of Ages, vid. Heb. xi. 3. The Language in St Paul’s Epiftle to the Cobffutns is 
quite different, rd order a JV dvj£ — her to a. 1, All Things were created by him. Col. 
i. 16. 

3. Who being the Brightnefs of his Glory. ’AoretuyeLay.it <? The Bright- 

nefo, or a Ray, of his Glory. ’Aora.uya.aya is properly a Splendour, or Jhining 
Light, derived from a luminous Body. Hence it is taken figuratively, and applied 
to Things not properly luminous. E. g. Wtfdom is (he Brightnefs, dorauyaay.a,a 
Ray of the everlajting Light, the unfpotted Mirrour of the Power of God, and the 
Image of his Goodnefs, Wifdom of Solomon, vii. 26. This Paflage of this Epiftle 
feema plainly alluded to by Clement Rpmanus, when he calls our Saviour, 'Aorau- 
yaryai ysyaKeatlvnt ttshU, a Ray of his Majejly, Clemens Epift. c. #xyyi .; The 
Apoftle having faid. That Chrifl wen fit down on the right Hand of the Majcfty in 

the 
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and the exprefs Image Image of God, perfectly re v prefenting what he ^ 
of liis Perfon, and up- j n himfelf^ and to us j good, and kind, and (— 

merciful; 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the H E B R E IV S. 

the Heavens, chap. i. ver. 3. Here the Words, a Ray of his Glory , feem to be 
ufed, to exprefs a certain Degree of Truth, Goodnefs, Kindnefs, manilefted to 
the World by Cluifl. For, as thefe are the great Attributes by which God defires 
to be known, and are indeed, the great Glory of our heavenly Father, fo his Son is a 
fhining Inftance and Exemplar of all thefe Properties, and has difplayed them to the 
World in the cleared Manner. The Father manifeds himfdf in thefe Attributes to 
Mankind: The Son, in like Manner, fhews himfelf to be eminently Good, merci¬ 
ful, kind ; and coming from God to declare his Will, and condefcending for our 
Sakes to die, he is judly called, the Brightnefs , or, a Ray of his Glory. 

There is another Senfe of this Expreflion, which fome may prefer ; and that is, 
to take the Word, Glory , as if it meant, that glorious State to which Chrid was 
advanced upon his Afcent into Heaven : And then, Chrid is called the Brightnefs of 
God’s Glory, as refembling God in the Adminidration of his Government. And 
this Teems to be the Meaning of St Paul , when he fays. The God of this World hath 
blinded the Minds of them that believe not, lejl the Light of the Gcfpel of Glory of 
Chrid who is the Image of God, jloould Thine in them, Z Cor. iv. 4.. It is in the 
Original, r ivctyyiVicv •f J'o^h( r X£<r?, the Gofpel of the Glory of Chrid, 
which Unbelievers called in Quedion, and in which Chrid was the Image of God. 
The Sentiment of the Author of this Epidle here is fo far the fame with that of St 
Paul in the Place jud cited— Who is the Image of God —or as it is expreffed, Col. i. 
15. IPho is the Image of the invifible God —that from the Similitude, or rather the 
Samcnefs of Expreflion and Sentiment, one may judly infer, that this Epidle to the 
Hebrews, and thofe to the Corinthians, and Colofftans, proceeded from the fame Author. 

Exprefs Image. Xa^ynTuf. This Word fignifies a Note, or Mark, damped, 
impreffed, or engraven. Hence, it is ufed for any Note or Alark, by which one 
Thing is didinguifhed from another, without the Confideration of its being engraved 
or impreffed: And hence again, it is ufed metaphorically, for whatever in Life, or 
Converfation, or any how elfe, didinguifhes any one from all others. And hence 
too it is applied for whatever it is that eminently and peculiarly reprefents another. 

Of his Perfon. Tnr isrovdirioc dvTv. Every Image, or Reprefentation of another, 
mud and cannot but be different from him, or what, it reprefents. The Image of a 
Thing or Perfon is not the Perfon himfelf, but the Likenefs of fuch Thing or Perfon. 
What then is this Image or Likenefs, which the Son is here faid to have? Or in what 
does this exprefs Image con fid ? When we fee the Picture, or Statue, of any one, the 
Likenefs confids in the Shape, Figure, Air, Complexion, Colour of the Perfon. 
reprefented: But as God is free from Parts and Parftons, no one can be like to God 
in thefe Refpefts. There is too, a Similitude of Actions, Powers, Qualities, Proper¬ 
ties, in which one is faid to be like another : And hence we fpeak of God-like Actions, 
when we fee Generofity, Kindnefs, Merty, and fuch like Adions, in any. remark- ' 
able Inflances difplayed. And had the Expreflion' here ufed been only— The Exprefs 

B z Image 
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Image of him, or of God, this P.iflage had been eafy. For when Man is faul to he 
created after the Imaae of Gud, it is enough to fliew, that Man is a Ceatuic, Ra¬ 
tional, Immortal, a free Agent , having Power and Dominion, and in thefe Rtl'pi-cti 
to be the Image of God. 

But here the Image is laid to be of God’s, vor'ocaon. or Perfon, as we tranflate it. 
Now the Word virhoitait teems never to have been ulVd to fignity Perfon, till long 
31 ter St Pauls Days ; and coiilequemly it IhciulJ not be rendeied fo here. Long al¬ 
ter tiie Apoftle’s Times, when it was applied to fignify a Pr'/n, St Jerom cries our, 
—fui queefo ifla Apnftoli prodidrre ! Quis novns M.igi Her Gentium Paulus h:ec do- 
cuit. IVbat Apofties ever ufed this Language! I That new Teacher of the Gentiles, 
what new Paul, hat ever faid thii ? St Jerom owns his Belief of Tret Perfonas fubfi- 
Jhntes, Thru fubffling Perfons, but would not allow them to be called,, lies Hypofla- 
fts ; and his Rcaldn was —Tola feccu/arium Liter arum Sfoht nihil aliud Hypoftalin nifs 
ko\-jV novit. All Learned Men, hy Hypoftafis, underfand nothing but Suh/fance or 
Effence. Hieron. ad Damafum. It is plain therefore, that he did not think the 1 erm 
Hypo/} aft, to be a proper Word to exprefs Perfon by : And he adds, that it was a grofs 
Aofurdity to talk of three E/fences or Subfancct. 

The Council of Nice too plainly enough underftood the Word, Hypofafts, and 
volet, Effence, to be the fame. For they condemned all thofe who affirmed the 
Son to be of another Subftance or Eflence from the Father. Tf uorocaasu< li «- 

oiccf edjxorras tlocci. Socrat. lib. i. cap. 8. So that they underftood by the Word 
unootLOtt, not Perfon, but Effence or Subfance. And if one afeends nearer to the 
Apoftle’s Time, we find the Word, Hypofafts, not ufed for Perfon , but Sub/lance. 
Thus Origtn tells us, that the Father and the Son were chuo rii v-rrooae<* dota.yjj.ena. 
Two Things in Subftance, but one in Concord, Confent, and Samenefs of I fill, Orig. 
c. Celf. Lib. viii. So that it is impoflible to underftand this exprefs Image of God’s 
Hypofafts , to fignify the fame as the Perfon of God. 

If then we take the Word to fignify the Subfance or Effence of God alone.— 
What can be the Meaning of Chrift’s being the exprefs Image of God’s Subfance or 
Effence ? Or what Idea can we form of the Effence or Subfance of God? The Sa¬ 
cred Books do indeed, more than once, fpeak of Chrift as the Image of God ; but it 
was the Work of difputatious Ages, to reprefent him as the Image of God’s Sub¬ 
fance or Effence, and yet to be the fame Subfance of which he was the Image. So 
that in this Place it cannot fignify either Perfon , or Subfance, or Efence, alone ; 
the Word not having the Meaning of Perfon, till long after this Epiftle was wiote; 
and the Scriptures not treating of abftra£t Subfance or Effence, at all. 

What then is the Meaning of the Word Hypofafis ? We find this Term in Me- 
taphyfcal and Philofophical Books, frequently applied to certain Properties of the 
One God and Maker of all, ae truly and eminently fubffling in him. Plato and 
his Followers, talk very much of three Hypoflafes: But then they did not mean by 
that Term, three Perfons, or intelligent Agents. For Unity and Goodnefs, or as they 
eNprefs it fometimes. The One, The Good, made two of their Hypofafts. 
They therefore confidcred thefe Hypoflafes, as certain Notes or Properties, which 
they thought fuhftftd in the Deity, and from whence they conceived all Things to 
be derived. God is the firft Caufe of all, good to Man, fo loving us, as to fend his 
Sen into the World to fave us forgiving us our Sins i and giving us an eternal Inhe¬ 
ritance 
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bolding all things by merciful; and governing all Things in a moft C ha r. 

powerful u 

N O T E S on the Etistle to the HE BREWS. 

ritance in Heaven. Taking then the Word Hypoflafts, as fignifying Effence with 
it's Properties, really fubftjling , the Son is properly the Image, or juji Representation 
of God’s Properties. Phavorinus obferves, that virbcuats, is, iaia /jcrd tS'iufj.enuv, 
des'i/xoi T oy.oyivuv Pia.tp-.oxaa, Subftance with Properties; but differing in Num¬ 
ber of the fame Kind of them. And ui this Senfe, the Son is the Character of the. 

Father's Hypoflufts , having the fame Kind of Properties that the Father has, viz. Good- 
nefs, Kmdnefs, Mercy, &c. Or, if we take the Word as Phavorinus explains it, 
yLuvP go jj.it r trip i 4 Heir’s 'iltu/xii uv, a Concurrence of Properties in any one, the 
Senfe will be exactly the fame, viz. that the Son was the exprefs Image of the Fa¬ 
ther, in Goodnef*, Mercy, Kindnefs; in Patience and long Suffering ; in pardoning; 
our Sins, and in fhoit, in every Thing that the Father did, or appeared to do, for 
Man ; and is therefore rightly faid to be the exprefs Image of his Hy poft'afis* 

The Word uVifaj/c, in it’s primary Senfe, fignifies what is put under another.: 

And hence it comes to lignify, Sub/lance, Ground-work, Foundation, Sediment , any 
Thing that fubfirs ; ami in a IVforal Senfe, for Support, for what we depend on, or 
greatly expert. In the LXX, we find it the Tranflation of the Words n^nin, 
and ot mpn. i. e. of Hope and Expectation, or what is firmly depended on. Thus, 

Pfalm xxxix. 7. My Hope is in thee: 'H vxb.aatc ye trap* ax srii'. In like Man¬ 
ner, Ruth s. 12. It i Jhould fay 1 have Hope. And again, Ezek. xix. 5. When Jhe 
few that flie had waited, and her Hope, u-xbretatt. was loft'; i. e. wHat fhe had de¬ 
pended on. Hence too, when St Paul fays— Lejl haply if they of. Macedonia come 
with me, and find you unprepared, we fhould be aftiamed; if nil C-xcattoec Tatirtt 
xa.uyj.aiuc, in this Confidence of boajling. 2. Cor. ix. 14. The fame Expreflion is 
ufed again in the fame Epiftle— That which I fpeak, I fpeak it not after, the Lord, but 
as it were foolijhly in this, Corordaa, Confidence of Boajl’mg, 1 Cor. xi. 17. In both 
thefe Places, the Word, Corbta.au, fignifies, the Subject, the true Ground, the Foun¬ 
dation, ot Boafting, agreeable to the natural Signification of the Word. 

And thus too are we to underftand if, in the two other Places where it occurs in 
this Epiftle to the Hebrews. For we are made Partakers of Chrijl, if we hold the 
Beginning of our, utrordciut, Confidence, JledfaJl unto the End, Heb. iii. 14. i. e. 

The Beginning of our Expectation or Hope, that is fo well grounded, and that we fo 
much depend on. And fo, in the other Place— Faith is the Subftance, u-roaaatc, of 
Things hoped for, Heb. xi. 1. It is the Foundation , the Ground, the Support of 
Things hoped for. 

If therefore the Father be lang-fuffering to us-ward, and not wilting that any Jhould 
perijh, 2 Pet. iii. 9. if he is rich, in Goodnef, and Patience, and longfuffering, Rom. 
it. 4. Chrift is the exprefs Image of him in thefe Refpells, as patiently expelling, 
hoping, long fuffering, not willing that any fhould perifh, but full of Grace and 
Truth. 

And upholding all Things by the Word of his Powers itifuv ts rd -ravra. Carry* 
ing all Things as it- were in his Hands. Duelling, governing, ruling all Things 
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Chae. powerful Manner, by his mere Word, hav- the word of his Power, 
ing freed us from our old Sins, not by the ™ h f en he ba<1 b) ' b ! m " 
v Sacrifice of Bulls and Goats, but by himfelf, C ^ urEe ° ur " 1S ’ 

is 
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by the Word of his Power. All Power is given to Chrift in Heaven and in Earthy 
Matt, xxviii. 1 8 . All Things are delivered unto me of my Father , Matt. xi. 27. 
The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all Things into his Elands, John iii. 35. 
xiii. 3. 

When he had purged our Sins. Ke iS-d.stj//.ov nroirurd.p.iv®. r a/capridv « nZy, 
Having made a cleanfmg of our Sins. St Paul, Writing to the Hebrews, made ufe 
of the Sacrifical Terms, common and familiar in thofe Days j but now, where 
no fuch Practices are in ufe, it is become more difficult, (efpecially where Words 
are metaphorically ufed) to define the exa£t Idea intended to be conveyed. ChrLft 
is here faid to have cleanfed us from our Sins; and having done this, to have fat at 
the Right Hand of God. The Expreffion, irosftv Kaltitiapt. or, is ufed, fob vii. 21. 
of God himfelf; and therefore it fignifies not any Thing caufal, or what is done to 
make another take no Notice of, or pardon Sin ; but it is, to do away, to cleanfe 
from, to wipe out Sin. In the fame Manner, iron 7 v birpunv. fignifies to redeem, 
not to cattfe Redemption, Luke i. 68. Chrift then purged our Sins, took them away 
quite. It does not follow from this Manner of Expreffion, that Chrift was deemed 
an expiatory Sacrifice to purge or cleanfe us from Sin ; any more, than that the Fa¬ 
ther of all was deemed an expiatory Sacrifice, when Job fays to him, why doji thou 
not pardon my Tranfgrejfton, and irothoa Kct^dtar y.ov t up.a.pita.0 [j.i, take away 
mine Iniquity. 

By Himfelf. A/’ itiy th. It is not faid here, by what particular Means, or by 
what Method, Chrift took away our Sins, but only the Fall is aflerted. He did it 
not by any of thofe Means preferibed in the Law, but by what he did himfelf ; not 
by any Sacrifice of Animals, not by any Wajhings or Purifications, not by any of 
thofe Rites or Ceremonies which were practifed by the Law, but by himfelf,, i. e. By 
his Condefcenfion to become incarnate, and to undertake our Redemption. 

It is a proper Subjeft of Enquiry here, What are the Sins from which we are 
cleanfed by Chrift ? Was it from all Sins that Chriftians are guilty of during their 
whole Lives, fo that none (ball be imputed to them that believe the Gofpel ? Or how 
far are we to extend the Words— He purged our Sins. It is certain that we are all 
to appear before the Judgment Seat of Chrift, and there to receive according to what 
we have done, whether it be good or bad, 2 Cor. v. 10. And it is as pofitively told 
us. That they who have been Workers of Iniquity {hall go into everlafting Punijhmenti 
Matt. xxv. 46. and they that have done Evil fhall arife and come forth—unto the Re- 
ftcrrellion of Damnation, John v. 29. Now we cannot be cleanfed by Chrift front 
thofe Sins, for which we are to fuffer fo feverely. Is it then from only Sins of Infir¬ 
mity that we are faid to be cleanfed? Neither does this feem to be the Cafe t Once 
God is certainly a Being of Mercy and Goodnefs, and as certainly will difpJaj thofe 

Attributes 
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fat down on the right 
hand of the majefty on 
high. 

4. Being made fo 
much better than the 
Angel', as he hath by 
inheritance obtained a 
more excellent name 
than they. 


is fat down in Heaven on the Right-hand of C 
God the Father. 

4. Being become fo much fuperior to An¬ 
gels, as the Title which he has implies a Dig¬ 
nity and Superiority to them. He is the Son 
of God, a Title which carries with it a Supe¬ 
riority, and implies a Dignity above all others- 

5. This. 


N O T ES on the Epistle to the HE B RE IV S. 

Attributes to proper Ohjefls, as he has them. If therefore we become anfwerable 
lor wilful Sins, even fuch as are committed after we become Chriftians, and God 
will pardon or overlook Sins of mere Infirmity, as being in himfelf merciful , what 
are the Sins from which we are deanfed by Chrift ? 

It is enough here to fay, that all Mankind, Jews as well as Gentiles, had finned 
and fallen Ihort of the Glory of God. This is proved at large by the Apoftle in the 
Epiftle to the Romans, chapters i. ii. iii. Now, if all were received into Grace or 
Favour, and all their pall Sins were remitted, or palled over, upon their Acceptance 
of Chrift for their Lord, Then were the Sins of the whole World made by Chrift to- 
be no Obftruflions to their being admitted into God’s Favour, upon their becoming 
what God required of them by Chrift. Thus did he cleanfe, or lake away, the Sins 
of 1 be JVorld. Or, if Mankind had the Will of God fo laid before them by Chrift, 
as to make them no longer the Servants of Sin; if leaving off their former Sins, 
and living afterwards according to his Commands, they became the Servants of 
Righteoufnefs, Chrift very properly is faid to put an End to Sin by himfelf. But of 
this I fhall fpeak more fully hereafter. Vid. chap. x. 18. See Appendix on this 
Subjeft. 

He fat down on the Right Hand of the Majefly on high. This Reward of fefus 
was granted to him after that he had made this Cleanfmg of Sitj. It was the Reward 
of his Sufferings, Phil.11. 9, 10, 11. Heb. xii. 2. And it was the Privilege grant¬ 
ed him to pafs into the Heavens, chap. iv. 14. and to fst on the Right Hand of the 
Throne of the Majefly in the Heavens, chap. viii. 1. St Paul ufes almoft the fame- 
Expreflion, Eph. i. 20. ' P . Kci^toio iv J'll't* avrS. Col. iii. 1. Rom. viii. 34. 

4. Being made fo much better than the Angels. Tueirtp xpiirav r dy- 

y'iXuv. Being made ft much fuperior to, or more excellent than , the Angels. He 
is made Lord of all. It was he that was ordained of God to be fudge of Quick and 
Dead. Ads x. 36, 42. John v. 22, 26, 27. Phil. ii. 9. 

As he hath by Inheritance obtained a more excellent Name than they. "Ocrce J'tafopd- 
76por-rap dtnoic xexAngyoo/enKtl' ovoyat. By how much he hath obtained a more ex¬ 
cellent Name than They. KeKMigprspmxev is to obtain , or to be in Poffijfion of, with¬ 
out taking in the.Notionof Inheritance, vid, ver. 3. Chrift is called the Son of God, 
a Name that implies peculiar Love and Affedion in the Parent, and Superiority over 

the 
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PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 


C h a r. This Title of Son of God, manifefts I 

1 _ fay, his Superiority to all other Beings, who 
at moil are treated but as Servants. And if 
you pay any Regard to your own Scriptures, 
fee how confiftently and uniformly they al¬ 
ways make a Difference betwixt Sons and all 

that 


5. For unto which 
of the Angel; faid he at 
any time. Thou art 
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the Family in which he is. Chrift therefore, as being the Son of God, is fuperior to 
Angels-, and he is verted with Authority which they have not ; and has a Title and 
Right to Dominion, which they have no Pretention to: Nor is any one of them 
ever dignified with that Name. 

5. For unto which of the Angels faid he at any Time ? T tv) $ sits Tors r dy- 
Unto what one of the Angels faid he at any Time. It is proved by many To¬ 
pics in the preceding Verfes, how Great was the Dignity of the Son of God. He 
was in Pojfejfwn of all Power ; he was the perfefl Splendour of the Father’s Glory j 
be governs all Things by his IVord ; and he is now placed at the Right Hand of God j 
and he is honoured with the Title of Son of God. How great this Honour was, is 
{hewn by obferving, that when the Scriptures fpeak of Angels , they fpealc of them 
always as Miniflersox Servants, executing Commands, and paying Obedience to what 
they are enjoined to do. But when the Scripture (peaks in general of a Son, or in 
any particular PafTage of the Son, or ufes any Expreflion concerning fuch a 
particular Relation, it ufes a different Language that implies Superiority of Condition to 
all Servants, and a Right to be obeyed. As therefore Chrift is the Son of God, he 
ought to be revered, and treated as what he is; not with Slight, or Contempt, or 
Difrefpedt, but has one that has a Right to have Obedience paid him. Vid. chap, 
x. 26:—52. 

Said he at any Time. It is ufually fuppofed, that the Nominative Cafe to faid, is 
He, or God. It is, I think. The Scripture, or ygystfn. Where in Scripture is there 
any fuch Expreflion to any Angel, as, Thou art my Son, this Day have 1 begotten thee f 
Or as, t will be to him a Father, and bejhall be to me a Son ? This is a Language never 
ufed of, or to, Servants-, nor is it fuitable to their Condition, or Circumftances, or 
Stations. The Point which the Apoftle was to prove, was, that fince the Son of 
God has fpoken to us, we ought to give the greater heed to what he fays, in Proportion 
to the Dignity of his Perfon. Now his Dignity is that of a Son ; which is always 
greater than that of a Servant: This Diftindfion is founded ip Nature, and is con- 
ftantly and regularly obferved in the Scripture, which never treats or fpeaks of a Son, 
as it does of a Servant; for to which, or concerning which of the Angels does the Scrip¬ 
ture ever ufe fuch Language as, Thou art my Sen. 

It muft be obferved here, that the Apoftle throughout this Epiftle cites the LXX* 
and not the original Hebrew, as being the common Tranflation in Ufe among the 
Hebrews to whom he wrote. Now thefe Words— Thou art my Son, this Day have 

I begotten 
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TEXT. 


PARAPHRASE. 


my Son, this Day have 
I begotten thee ? And 
again, I will be to' him 
a Father, and he fhall 
be to me a Son ? 

6 . And again, when 
he biingeth in the'firft 


that are Servants. Thus, e. g. Concerning C h a p. 
which of the Angels, great as they are, is ^ *•_ 
there any fuch Language as— Thou art my Son, 
this Hay have I begotten thee 1 ? Or again, I will 
be to him a Father, and he Jhall be to me a Son ? 

6 . And fo in another Place, when the Firjl 
begotten (he is fpeaking of Ifrael under the 
figurative Language of a Son) is again brought 

into 
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I begotten thee —whether fpoken of a Sort in general, or of the Son of God in particular, 
are a clear Proof of a Superiority 2nd Dignity in the Son fpoken of; and That was the 
Thing to be ftlewn. It follows prefently in the Pfalm— Aik of me, and 1 Jhall give thee 
the Heathen for thine Inheritance, and the uttermojl Parts of the Earth for thy Poffeffion, 
Pfalm ii. 8. So again, when it is faid in Scripture — I wilt be his Father, 
and he Jhall be my Son, 2 Sam. vii. 14, the Citation is only to fhew what 
Dignity and Pre-eminence is kept up when a Son is fpoken of. It is a Language 
that is never confounded with what is faid of Servants j and confequently, as Ohrid 
is the Son of God, he mud have a greater Regard paid him than is ever paid to An¬ 
gels, as much as the Son of any Family is greater than the Servant of it. Chap. iii. 

3 — 1 fr¬ 
it may be farther obferved, that, as the LXX is condantly cited in this Epidle, 
there is not a fingle Place in that Verfion, more than in the Hebrew, in which any 
particular Angel \s called the Son of God. And though in, fob i. 6. ii. I. xxxviii. 
7. Angels are called in the Original, in general, Sons of God, yet they are condant¬ 
ly, in the Verfion of the LXX, called Angels of God, not Sons. When the Pfalm- 
id fays, IPho among the Sons of the M'ghty can be likened unto the Lord —Pfalm 
lxxxix. 6.—He is fpeaking not of Angels, but of Men in their mod exalted Stations, 
And though in the Hebrew, Angels in general are called the Sons of God, yet dill, 
no one of them in particular, is ever called, or fpoken to as a Son : That Title being 
perfonally appropriated to jefus Chrijl. 

6 . And again when he bringeth the Firjl Begotten into the World. "Ont p TiA/f 
tiff ttydyn r arfoatToHov uc t oixv/au'nv. But when again he bringeth [or brir.geth 
again] the frjl begotten into the World. 1 1 is not— And again, when he bringeth 
—but, When he bringeth again the firjl begotten. And therefore the Words here 
cited— Let all the Angels of God worjhip him , will help us to underdand who this 
firjl begotten is. When he bringeth again, is to be underdood imperfonally ; and the 
Senfe is, when the fird begotten is again brought into the World. The Place cited 
is Irom the LXX. Deut. xxxii. 43. Mofes had been fetting forth the Vengeance of 
God upon the People of Ifrael for their Idolatries ; and he declared at the fame Time 
his Mercy and Goodnefs to them, in making and treating them, as his Son. Is. 

C H °t 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


PARAPHRASE. 


PE XT. 


Chap, into the World, the Language is fuch as ex- begotten into theWorld, 
I. prelTes 

N O T E S on the Epistle to the H E B R E IV S. 


net be thy Father that bought thee, ver. 6. He kept thee as the Apple of his Eye. 
Then he tells them of the dreadful Calamities, and almoft total Deftru£lion they 
were certainly to fall into: And at laft concludes, that when the Days of this Ven¬ 
geance were over, and this firft begotten was again brought into the World, in this 
Manner— Rejoice, O Heavens, with him, and let all the Angels of God 
WORSHIP HIM. Rejoyce, ye Nations, with his People, and let all the Sons of God 
Jlrengthen them/elves with him: For the Blood of his Sons is avenged ; and he will 
avenge, and will render Vengeance to his Adversaries , and repay them that hate him. 
Thus this Place lies in the LXX. In the Hebrew there is no more than in our 
Verfion, which (lands thus— Rejoyce, Oye Nations, with his People, for hewillavenge 
the Blood of his Servants, and will render Vengeance to his Adverfaries, and will be 
merciful to his Land, and to his People. Nor are there thofe Words cited by the 
Apoflle, Let all the Angels of God worjhip him. The real Difficulty is, how to ac¬ 
count for this Citation, which is literally agreeable to the LXX Verfion; whereas, 
they are not either in the Hebrew, Samaritan, Latin, Syriac, or Arabic ; nor taken 
Notice of in the Targum of Onkelos. 

The ufual Solution is, that the Apoflle had not this PafTage of Deuteronomy, but 
the Ninety-Seventh Pfalm, ver. 7. in.his View j and though the Words are not ex- 
adt, yet they are fp near ip Senle, that it may anfwer the Purpofe of the Writer as 
well. The Words of the Pfalmill are, Yl(ytsnvvhoa.T( aura irdviu ayyinoi aiirS : 
IVorjhip him, all ye his Angels. But then confider how wide the Citation of the Apo¬ 
flle is from the Words of the Pfalmift. iji. The Kerr, And, is not in the Pfalm: 
And though that Word may feem to be of no Confequence in itfelf, yet, fn the 
prefent Cafe it is fignally remarkable. Secondly, In the Pfalmift, it is Tejox.vvntra.ji, 
do ye worjhip: In the Citation, it is as in Deuteronomy, or(yaKuvntrd.taaa.v, Let 
them worjhip. Thirdly, the Pfalmift’s Words are “A yyiKoi etur?: In the Citation, 
it is as in Deuteronomy, '‘\yyihos ©EOT. 4. Where in the Pfalmijl is there any 
Allufion to bringing the rirjl begotten into the World again P Whereas, if we take 
the Citation from Deuteronomy, we have the very Words cited exactly : And as If- 
rael is called God’s Firjl begotten Son, Exod. iv. 22. fo we fee in Deuteronomy, in 
this very Chapter, God is called his Father, ver. 6, and this Firft begotten is 
threatened to be cbajlifed, but not to be totally cajl off. When therefore from the 
mod terrible Defolation he is again brought into the World, and reftored, even the 
Angels are called upon by Mofes to rejoyce with him, and to pay a Refped unto him. 
Such is the Way of treating the Firji begotten Son of God, even when this Term is 
only figuratively applied. 

It may be fuggelied perhaps, that fome Copies of the LXX have it Xlavnc 011 ©sb, 
as the Alexandrian and fome others in this Place. It is true. But the Vatican Copy 
has it, mtvTic ayyiKoi 0e». And fo has fujlin Martyr in his Dialogue with Try- 
pho, p. 359. And I cannot but take Notice that the learned Sylburgius in. his Ver¬ 
fion 
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PARAPHRASE. 


he faith, And let all the preffcs great Refpedt to be paid by even An- Chap. 

A r> rre* 1 c nf UTO rfKirk 1 T 11 .1 A _1 ./Tl. J ~ _ A, * U I T. 


Angels of God worfhip 
him. 

■j. And of the An¬ 
gels he faith. Who 
maketli his Angels Spi¬ 
rits, and his Minifters 
a Flame of Fire. 


gels, Let all the Angels of God worfhip him. 

7. But as to Angels, or when the Scripture 
fpeaks concerning them, the Language is, 
Who maketh his Angels Spirits, and his Mini¬ 
fters a Flame of Fire. All Things, and all 
fuch Beings, how great foever, are the Mini- 
fters of God fent to execute Commands, not to 
give them by their own Authority. 

8, 9. This 


NOTES on the Epistle to the HEBREWS. 


fionof fuflin, has inferted the Words, [Davide &]in order to account for this Ci¬ 
tation from the Pfalmift: Whereas, Jujiin cited Mofes, and only Mofes , for thefe 
Words, as appears from the reft of the Verfe there quoted. Fid. the Notes in 
Sixtus Quintus’r Edition at Rome, A.D. 1587. and Lambert Bofs, on this Verfe. 

Into the World. Elf t dsxayAW. When Ifrael was brought from a low and ab- 
je£t State, to a State of Favour and Protection ; when he was delivered from the Di- 
ltrefles and Vengeance he had undergone on account of his Sins; when he was brought 
from what is called a Defert Land, and a wajl howling Wildernefs, Deut. xxxii. 10. 
and God was become merciful to his Land, and to his People, ver. 43. ; then is the 
Firjl begotten faid to be brought again into the JVorld, brought again into t o’lxaiAivnv, 
the habitable World. Or perhaps, into their own Country, within the Roman Empire, 
ufually denominated by, t| o'txafxivu. 

7. And of the Angels he faith. Who maketh his Angels Spirits, and his Minifters 
a Flame of Fire. 1 Cal Tf of jxiv Tat ayy'^Kas K-.ye'., ‘O irotuv Tat dyy'iKa; TrvtVfj.ttTa, 
Xj Tat KtiTafyis ttvTa nrvpbs qix'oytt. And concerning the Angels [the Scripture] faith , 
IVho maketh Angels Spirits, and his Minifters a Flame of Fire. Or, Who maketh 
JFinds his Angels [or Meffengers~\, and a Flame of Fire his Minifters. This cannot 
poflibly be underftood, as if it were a Sentence fpoken to Angels ; For it is a Paf- 
fage taken out of Pfalm civ. 4. where the Pfalmift is praifing, and magnifying God, 
for the Greatnefs of his Works. Blefs the Lord, O my Soul—Who coverejl thy felf 
with Light as with a Garment: Who ftretcheft out the Heavens like a Curtain ; who 
maketh the Clouds his Chariot: who walketh on the JVings. of the Wind ; who maketh 
his Angels Spirits, Is'c. The plain Meaning is—As to Angels, os concerning Angels, 
the Scripture faith fo or fo. Thus, Mark xii. 12. For they knew that he had fpoken 
this Parable, orpoe ttuTas, concerning them. Again, But to Ifrael he faith, Rom. x. 
21. orpif, concerning Ifrael. Fid. Pool’s Synopfis in loc. where he produces Inftances 
from Plato, Arjiotle, Alexander Aphrodiftcnfis, of this Ufe of the Prepofition orpof. 
So, Luke xx. 19. They perceived that he had fpoken this Parable, orpot ctoTat, 
againft them, i. e. with a view to them, or concerning them. 

A Flame of Fire, rii/pif tpriya,. In the Vatican Copy it is, Tup <p\iyov. Aqui- 
la, nfp KaCgyv. Symmachus, vupipin' axoya. Aldus has it as here, nvpJf cpFoya. j 
and fo the Alexandrian j and the Pfalter printed at Paris, in 1618. 

C 2 
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Chap. 8, 9. This Sort of Language is never ufed 
1 concerning a Son, but luch as implies a Superi- 
ority, and Dignity, and Title to, and at length 
PolTeflion of Dominion. It is not, that a Son 
is to have but a common Share of Favour with o- 
thers, even with thofe that may partake of 
fome Degrees of Kindnefs; but a Son is emi¬ 
nently to be diftinguilhed from all others, and 
to be raifed above them, and to partake of 
Joy and Gladnefs, of Power and Authority, 
paramount to all others. It was a Son, to 
whom it was faid, God is the Support of thy 
Throne for ever and ever, a Scepter of Righte- 
oufnefs is the Scepter of thy Kingdom. Thou haft 
loved Righteoufnefs, and bated Iniquity , There¬ 
fore God, even thy God, hath anoninted thee with 
the Oil of Gladnefs above thy Fellows. 

10, 11, 12, 

N O T E S on the Epistle to the H E B R E IVS. 

8,'9. But unto the Son hi faith. riper 3 r mop. But concerning a Son. The 
Prepolition orpos, muft be rendered herein the fame Manner as in the preceding 
Verfe. And for, he faith, it muft be, it faith , i. e. the Scripture faith. 

Thv Throne, O God, is for ever and ever ; a Scepter of Righteoufnefs is the Scepter of 
thy Kingdom. Thou haji loved Righteoufnefs and hated Iniquity ; therefore God, even thy 
God, hath anointed thee with Gladnefs above thy Fellows. Thele Words are the Words 
of the forty-fifth Pfalm, ver. 6, 7. And they are quoted to ftiew the different Lan¬ 
guage made ufe of when the Scripture fpeaks of a Son, and when it fpeaks of Angels. 
Now this Pfalm is entitled, ’OJ'i) u-xtp r dyec-rmS, A Pfalm made upon a beloved 
[Son]. Symmacbus interprets the Hebrew Title, arui sir r dytcriiTbc, A Song to a 
beloved [Son] The Alexandrian has it, r tS.a.vtS' Corip r dya.-rmS, A Pfalm of 
David upon the Beloved. Suppofe now Solomon to be this beloved Son-, then in the 
Words cited, David tells him, that he muft always place his Truft in God, be- 
caufe the Stability of his Throne for ever was no other but the God of Heaven : A 
Sceprer of Righteoufnefs was the only Scepter of his Kingdom : That becaufe he had 
loved Righteoufnefs, and hated Iniquity , therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee 
with Gladnefs above thy Fellows. 

As to the Meaning of the Words— Thy Throne is God for ever and ever— confult 
Pfalm lxxxix. 29 — 32. My Mercy will 1 keep for him forevermore— His Seed alfo 
will I make to endure for ever, and his Throne as the Days of Heaven. If bit Children 

fotfait 


TEXT. 

8. But unto the Son 
he faith, Thy Throne 
O God, is. for ever and 
ever, aScepter of Rightc- 
oufnefs is the Scepter of 
thy Kingdom. 

9. Thou haft loved 
Righteoufnefs and hated 
Iniquity, therefore God, 
even thy God, hath a- 
nointed thee with the 
Oil of Gladnefs above 
thy Fellows. 
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io. And, Thou Lord jo, ii, 12. So too, where the Scriptures Chap. 
in fhe beginning haft confer the Son as making and governing this 

the Earth, and the Hea- World, they lpeak of it as what (hall penfh 
vens are the Works of and wax old, and decay. Even the Heavens 
themfelves are fubjedt to this Evil, and they 
mud perifh and come to an End, as we and 
all about us do. But the Son, by whom all 
Things were made, who was before all Things, 
and by whom all Things confift. He, by whom all 
Things were created that are in Heaven, and 
that are in Earth, vifible and invijible , Col. i. 

]6, 17.—He Ihall not be changed, but his 
Kingdom is an everlafting Kingdom , and his 
Dominion endureth through all Ages. 

I3» H- 


thine hands. 

11. They ftiall pe- 
rifh but thou remaineft: 
and they all (hall wax 
old as doth a Garment: 

12. And as a Vefture 
(halt thou fold them up, 
and they (hall be chang¬ 
ed, but thou art the 
fame, and thy years 
(hall not fail. 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the HEBREWS. 

forfake my Laws—then will I vifit their Tranfgreflions, &c. 1 KD 3 

110 may equally be trandated. Thy Throne is God for ever. i. e. He is the real Secu¬ 
rity of thy Throne-, he is thy Proteflor, as he promifed to be, for ever: Or, Thy 
Throne, O God, is forever-, the Verb, is, not being in the Original, nor any other 
Verb to determine precifely the Meaning of the Place. Taking it then in this Man¬ 
ner, the Citation is exaft to the Apoftle’s Defign. Nothing like Servitude or mean 
Offices, or obeying the Commands of others is here fpoken of, but Exaltation, and 
Joy, and Authority over others. Let this Pfalm befuppofed to be an Epithalamium on 
the Marriage of Solomon with Naamah, which was fomeTime before David's Death, 
and alter David had appointed him to be his SuccefTor in the Kingdom ; what is 
faid in the Pfalm more poetically , will be much the fame with the Advice given to 
Solomon, 1 Kings, ii. 2, 3, 4. But let the Reader judge. Only let it be obferved, 
that this Pfalm was compofed long before Solomon fell into his Follies; when he 
knew how to prefer Wifdom to Riches, and Goodnefs to Power. And this may be 
the Reafon that it was faid of him— Thou haft loved Righteoufnefs and hated Iniqui¬ 
ty ; THEREFORE God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with Gladnefs above thy 
Fellows. Nor is it any Objection 10 this, that the Petition of Solomon for an under- 
ftanding Heart was after David’s Death : For David himfelf had given him the 
Charge of the Lord, to walk in his Ways, agreeable to what God had fpoken to him ; 
and Solomon was rightly principled in the Commandments and Statutes of God in 
his earlieft Days. 

10, 11, 12. And, Thou Lord in the Beginning haft laid the Foundations of the 
Earth, and the Heavens are the Works of thy Hands, Sec. This Paftage is all taken 
from Pfalm cii. 25, 26, 27. The Apoftle had already ohferved, ver. 2. Th.%t 

the 
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Chap. 13, 14. But does any Thing like this ap- 
pear concerning any one of the Angels ? Are 
' they treated as having any Dominion or King¬ 
dom ? Is there any fuch Paffage which fpeaks 
to, or of, them in this Manner —Sit thou on my 
Right Hand, until I make thine Enemies thy 

Footjlool ? 


TEXT. 

13. Bat to which of 
the Angels faid he at any 
time, Sit on my right 
hand until I make thine 
Enemies thy Footitool. 


NOTES on tht Epistle to the H E B R E TV S. 

the Son of God made the feveral Ages of the TVorld, and governs all Things by the TVord 
of his Power. He applies therefore the Words of the Pfalmift to him, as Lord of 
all, and Maker of all, to fhew his Superiority over all, and his Immutability, The 
fame Yejlerday, to Day , and for ever , chap. xiii. 8. 

But the Queftion is, How was this faid to the Son , fince no mention is made by 
the Pfalmift either of the Son of God, or of any other Son? The Anfwer is, That 
the Son of God having made all Things, he mull be in himfelf fuperior to Angels and 
to all Things which he had taade. The Scripture therefore fpeaks not to the Son, but 
concerning him, when it fpoke thofe fublime and grand Things about the Creation, 
and him that created the Earth and the Heavens. The particular Words of the 
Pfalmift are cited only as expreflive of the great Power of the Son that made all 
Things; and, as meant concerning him ; and which manifeft a Superiority in him 
over all other Beings. 

13. But to which of the Angels faid he at any assy Time. Tipi; rim 'j r dyy'iKav 
e’iptixe mon. But concerning which of the Angels faid it at any Time. Vid. ver. 7. 
As to the Citation here made from Pfalm cx. 1. it is taken from a Prophecy concern¬ 
ing the Mefftah, or the Son of God. Vid. the Introduction. But if it be deemed not 
to be a Prophecy of the Son of God, but only of a Son; the Argument of the Apoftle is 
ftridlly conclufive. For what he is to prove is, that there is great Difference Ihewn 
whenever the Scripture fpeaks of a Son, and of Angels. In the one Cafe it is —Sit 
thou on my Right Hand till I make thy Foes thy Footjlool: In the other Cafe it is, 
they are miniftring Spirits fent out to execute Orders. 

There is no Manner of Doubt that Pfalm cx. is a Prophecy of the MeJJiah: 
But the Apoftle’s Argument is conclufive, whether it be underftood in that Manner, 
or not. All that is neceflary to be done, is, to prove the Pfalm to be fpoken con¬ 
cerning a Son, and this in fuch a Manner as will prove a Superiority and Dignity in 
that Relation above what is faid concerning any Servant. For this being proved, the 
Conclufion drawn by the Apoftle holds good, that greater heed is to be given to the 
Son of God’s Inftitution, than ought to be given to the Word fpoken by Angels. 

Now, without entering into any Comment on this Pfalm, the third Verfe Ihews 
plainly enough that it concerns a Son. Thy People Jhall be willing in the Day of thy 
Power i from the Dew of the Morning is the Dew of thy Birth. The LXX render 
it, ’Ex yacfif vfh eavpopn iyinnoa. ot. I begat thee from the IVomb before the 

Morning 



Epistle to the HEBREWS. 


*7 


TEXT. 


PARAPHRASE. 


14. Are they not all 
miniftring Spirits, Tent 
forth to minifter for 
them who (hall be heirs 
of falvation ? 


Footjlool? No, They are all no more than Chap. 
Servants., not Sons: They are all ferving Spi- 
rits, under God’s Command, executing his 
Pleafure as he gives them Commiflion ; and 
they are fent forth even to ferve thofe who 
are defigned to enjoy the Inheritance promifed 
to thofe who fhall be the Heirs of Salvation. 

CHAP. 


NOTES on the Epistle to the HEBREWS. 

Morning Star. So the Vulgate, the Ethiopic , and Arabic Verfions. The Syriac, I 
begat thee a Son long ago. But take the Paffage to be as dark and obfcure as any 
Place of Scripture whatever, yet whatever it means, it concerns a Son: and fuch 
a one as was to rule in the midft of his Enemies. Vid. Introduction. There is no 
Neceffity to be more particular in this Place on this obfcure Text, in order to jufti- 
fy the Apoftle’s Argument: Nor is it much to be wondred, that fo great a Variety 
of Meanings have been thought of for a Place of fo much Difficulty. Yet all agree 
thus far. That it concerns a Son ; one that was to rule over his Enemies; one that 
was to be fubmitted to very readily by his own People. And as to the various Read¬ 
ings, whether it be "pit, or "|W, Gnammeca, or Gnimmeca, as the Septuagint, i. e. 
Thy People, or With thee: Or whether it be as the LXX. and the other Verfions 
■ymV, jelidtheca, iykvviictt, I begat thee, or as in our prefent Copies, jal- 

dutheca , Thy Youth, or Birth ; yet ill a Son is the Subject. David in Spirit, or 
by the Holy Ghoft, fpoke of this Son in high Language, calling him his Lord. 

It may be farther objefled againft this, That the Son himfelf was fent forth, even, 
to minifter to the Heirs ^/"Salvation, as much as the Angels were ; that he came into the 
World not to be mintftred unto, but to minifter toothers ; and in confequence this Paf- 
fage in no Cafe reprefents him as fuperior, but at mod as equal to Angels. But then, the 
Faft was, It is the Office of the one; it is the free Choice of the other. It is Duty 
and Station in the one ; it is pure Condefcenfton in the other. And if the Son of his 
own Accord, of his own good Will, vouchfafed to become incarnate for our Sakes, 
the greater Thanks are due, and the greater Obligations are we under to obey him. 

14. Are they not all miniftring Spirits fent forth to minifter for them who /hall be 
Heirs of Salvation ? Fir j'tar.ov'mv dirociKKoyava. I'll ri; y.ihhovTa.s Kt.neyi oy.Hv era- 
Thflav. Angels are faid to do the Pleafure of God; to do Isis Commandments, Pfalm- 
ciii. 20, 21. to camp round about them that fear God, Pfalm xxxiv. 7. to Jland be¬ 
fore, to minifter to, God, Dan. vii. 10. By the Apoftle here, they are faid to be 
fent forth to minifter for the Sake of them who Jhall obtain Salvation. They are not 
only not inverted with extraordinary Dominion over Men, but they are fent to ferve 
them, and to affift them in Cafes of Difficulty and Diftrefs. All which Differences 
betwixt the Son of God and Angels, Ihew us the great Regard that is to be paid to one 
that has fo much greater Power, Dignity, and Dominion, above the other. 

Thee 
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N O T E S on the Epistle to the HEBREWS. 

Chap. The Point in View of the Apoftle was to prove a greater Deference , a higher Re - 
I, gard, to be due to what the Sen of God had faid, than to what Angels had faid : And 
• _ _ hcnre ho wa s to induce the Hebrews to come in to the Inftitution of thrift, and not 
adhere to the Law of Mofes. Firft then he obferves that Chrift was the Son of God ; 
and that he is in Pofl'effion of all Power: and becaufe Angels are allowed to be Beings 
fuperior to Man, and to be the Meflengers of God, and to have in themfelves greater 
Powers than we have, the Apoftle argues, that the Son of God has greater Power 
than they have, as he has obtained a more excellent Name than they have. To prove, 
or fhew the Force of this, lie argues from the Name of Sen , that he has more Autho¬ 
rity than a Servant in the fame Family: That throughout the Scriptures, Sons are 
never fpoken of but in a different Manner from Servants: Nay, that when the 
Word Son is ufed but figuratively by God, yet a Difference is kept up, and even Angels 
are commanded to pay him a due Refpect. Then he obferves, that whatever mini- 
flers to his Will, or acb in Obedience to his Commands, muft be inferior: and confe- 
qnently Angels muft be inferior to the Son of God. And fo in another Inftance, 
where Pofielfion of Dominion, and a Kingdom are fpoken of, it is a Son, not a Ser¬ 
vant, that is to enjoy it: and particularly where theSvn of God is fpoken of as the 
Maker of all Things, be is treated as Lord of all, immutable, fubjedf only to the 
Father ; whereas Angels are no better than minifiring Spirits ; nay, fent forth to mi- 
nifler to Men who (hall inherit Heaven. 

Thus I think are thefe Citations to be underftood : But when they are taken as 
Speeches or Sayings of God to Chrift, or to Angels, it appears at firft Sight a Diffi¬ 
culty to find out, when, or how, or where, the. Father faid fuch Things to the Son. 
The Paffages in the Pfalms have been deemed to be taken out of fuch as are looked 
upon to he prophetical of the Mefftah. But then, no fmall Doubt has arifen about the 
Evidence for this; efpecially as it appears in fome Cafes, that fome Parts of the Pfalm 
cannot relate to the Mefftah. It has been faid indeed by fome, that “ the Pfalmift 
“ probably fat down to deferibe his own Circumftances, and was all of a fudden di- 
“ redled by the Spirit to deferibe the Mefftah' s under the Figure of his, or with Al- 
“ lufion to his Circumftances, as they did fome Way refemble each other: Thus the 
“ Spirit led him to ufe fome Expreffions, which according to the Letter did not fuic 
“ his Circumftances.” Others have made the Perfons of or to whom the Citations 
originally did belong, to be Types of Chrift. Others Ail], who not being able to 
find the Mefftah fpoken to, or even named exprefsly, in any Pfalm, have thought 
that this whole Reafoning of the Apoftle is a mere Argument ad hominem : That 
the Jews having a Notion among them that the Mefftah was fpoken of, e. g. in the 
fecond Pfalm, the Apoftle laid hold of their Confeffton, and argued upon their Prin¬ 
ciples only.” 

It muft be owned on all Hands to be a great Difficulty, to account for the feveral 
Citations in this Chapter. Some Difficulties are eafily removed by fuppofing the 
Word rScripture, to be the Nominative Cafe to the Verbs, tin, t ipnrte, 
faith, inftead of he. Other Difficulties are removed, by conftruing thofe 
Words, faith to Angels, faith to the Son , not as Words fpoken to them, but as fpoken 
concerning them. But ftill the great Difficulty remains, vise How to prove the 
Words cited to relate to the Mefftah, or Son of God. To remove this, it is fup- 
pofed by fome, that a Pfalm primarily related to David , or Solomon-, and then in a 

fublimer, 
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CHAP. II. 


TEXT. 


PARAPHRASE. 


1. Therefore we 
ought to give the more 
earned Heed to the 
Tilings which we have 
heard, left at any Time 
we ftiould let them flip. 


2. For if the Word 
fpoken by Ange'-s was 
fledfaft, and every 


1. You fee then what fort of Perfon, and Chap. 
how exalted and how great the Son of God is. ^ 
And fince he has condel’cended to declare the v “~ v "'"“ 
Will of God to us, furely we ought to give 
much the more Heed to thofe Things which 

we have heard, and not to let them flip out 
of our Minds, as if they did not deferve our 
Attention, or Regard. 

2. For if when the Law was given by 
Angels , and Threats were denounced againft 
Offenders, what they faid was rigidly put in 
Execution, and every Tranfgreflion, and eve¬ 
ry Adi of Difobedience, (even fuch feeming- 
ly trifling Crimes as gathering a few Sticks on 
the Sabbath) were punifhed with Death, Num. 

xv. 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the H E B R E TV S. 

fublhner , or more eminent Senfe, it related to the MiJJiah ; and thus both were in¬ 
tended at the fame Time in the fame Words. Hut then this creates a Difficulty as 
great as what it defigned to remove: For Words which are faid to mean two Per- 
fons at the fame Time, may as well mean two and twenty: And no one can fay who 
in particular is intended, amlefs it had been faid at firft, that two, and only two, 
Perfons were defigned ; which I apprehend is never faid. And befides, it intro¬ 
duces fuch an Ambiguity, fuch an Uncertainty, into the facred Writings, as no Books 
of even human Compofition are liable to. How far thefe and fuch like Difficulties 
are removed, by what has been before fuggefted, I fubmit to the Reader’s Judg¬ 
ment. 

Chap. ii. ver. I. Lejl at any Time we Jhould let them Jlip. na&tppva/xii'. Marg. 
Run out as leaking Veffels. The like Manner of Expreffion occurs in profane Writers. 
Rimarum phnus fum, hoc atque iliac perfiuo, Terent. Eunuc. Aft i. Sc. 2. And 
again, in the fame Scene, effluet. Here the Word means, that we Qiould not let 
what we have heard, Jlip by us, or run out of us, through any Negligence or Care- 
leflnefs. The Figure is taken from Water, which eafily flows by one, if it be not 
flopt, and by that Means kept. 

2. For if the Word fpoken by Angels was JledfaJl. So St Stephen, Afts vii. 53. 
IFho have received the Law by the Djfpofition of Angels. St Paul fays, It was or- 

D dained 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


PARAPHRASE. 'TEXT’. 


Chap. xv. 35. Nay, if fiich lefs powerful or lefs 
n - exalted Beings declared, that none of that 
' ' People that came out of Egypt fhould enter 

Canaan , and their Denunciation was fo fixed 
and ftedfaft, that not a Word failed, 


Tranfijreflion and D fo- 
bedience received a juft 
Recompenceof Reward j 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the H E B R E TV S. 

dained by Angels in the Hand of a Mediator, Gal. iii. 19. And fo here, the Law 
of Mofis is called, The Word fpoken by Angels. The, Argument here urged, is taken 
from the Dignity and Superiority of the Perfon fpeaking to us: and the Consequence 
from what the Apoftle fays, is very natural and obvious, that the fame Perfon who 
gave the Law did not give the Gofpel. Now it feems to be as u.’iverfally received 
a Notion as any, among the antient Chriftian Writers, that the Son of God was the 
Angel of the Covenant ; was the Angel that appeared to Abraham, and to Mofcs, and 
to others: And if he gave the Law, then he was the fame Perfon that fpoke to the 
'Jews ; and confequently there is no fuperior Dignity in him that fpoke to us, above 
him that fpoke to them. In fadt, it is no where faid in the Books of Mops expre.T- 
Jy, that the Law was given by Angels ; but it feems to have been a traditional Ac¬ 
count, as there was of fcveral other Things, which the Apoftle elfewhere mentions, 
vid. chap. ix. 19. Mr Mede conjectures with great Probability, that the “ Notion 
“ of the Jewijh Dcdtors, followed by St Stephen and the Apoftle [—That the Law 
“ was given by Angels—] had it’s beginning from a Paflage in Deuteronomy, chap. 
“ xxxiii. z. The Lord came from Sinai unto them, and rofe up from Seir unto them ; 
“ He Jhined forth from Mount Par an ; He came with his Holy Ten Thoufands ; 
“ from his Right Hand went a fiery Law for them.’' Mede’s Works, p. 344. If 
the Law then was given by the Means of Angels to Mofes , but what was delivered 
to us was given by the Son himfelf immediately ; if in the one Cafe He made ufe of 
his Minijlers to give his Commands, in the other He adls himfelf in Perfon, the Ar¬ 
gument of the Apoftle is ftridlly juft, that we ought to give the greater Heed to 
to what is delivered by the greateft Perfonage. 

Was fixed. SiiCu/Sr. The Threats denounced in the Law, were all put in 
Execution exadlly and rigidly. The Apoftle alludes to what palled in the Wilder- 
nefe only, and not to what was done afterwards, when they were in quiet Pofleffion 
of the Land of Canaan. Thus, when the People murmured at the Report of the 
Strength of the People of Canaan, and wanted to return to Egypt, Numb. xiv. 4. 
they were threatened, after the Number of the Days in which ye fearched the Land,, 
even Forty Days, each Day for a Year, Jhall ye bear your Iniquities, even Forty 
Years, and ye Jhall know my Breach of Promife. The LXX render this, K <zi yvd- 
at&i t $ufj.ov -f bfynt fj.«. Ye Jhall know the Wrath of my Anger. In the Original 
it is 'DNlin, Tenuathi, My Vengeance, Ultionem meam , as St Jerom. [It cannot 
be, my Breach of Promife ; for God is not a Man that he Jhould lie , nor the Son of 
Man that he Jhould deceive: But it is, my Refufal to hearken to you; my Difallow- 
ance.of your Doings. In this Senfe is the Verb jani, and HO ft, heni, ufed. 

Numb. 
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PARAPHRASE. 


3. How /hall we e- g. How fhall we hope to efcape, if we Chap. 

fcape if we negleft fo ne gi e( 5t the Salvation offered to us by fo much 11 ■ 

u thejirtt began to be a Superior Being ? A Salvation ! not like that 

fpokcn by the Lord, out of Egypt , but of a quite different Kind, 

an 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the HEBREWS. 

Numb. xxx. 5. 8. II.] Alofts goes on. The Lord bath [aid, I will firely do it to all 
this evil Congregation, that are gathered together again/} me-, in this Wildernefs thiy 
j,hall be con fumed, and there jhall they die, Numb. xiv. 34, 35. See how exaflly 
and ftri£tly this Threat was put in Execution, Numb. xxvi. 64, 65.— Among theft 
there was not a Man of them whom Mofes and Aaron the Priejt numbred, when they 
numlvcd the Children of Ifrael in the IFildernefs of Sinai. For the Lord had [aid of 
them. They Jhall furely die in the Wildernefs; and there was not left a Alan of them. 
And indeed, whatever was enjoined under a Penalty, however flight the A&. might 
feem, was rigidly put in Execution. Thus, e. g. Six Days Jhall Work be done, 
but on the Seventh Day there Jhall be to you an Holyday, a Sabbath of Reft to the 
Lord: WhoJ'oever doth Work therein [sail be put to Death, Exod. xxxv. 2. You 
Jhall keep the Sabbath therefore, for it is Holy unto you : Every one that defileth it, 
Jballfurely be put to Death ; for whofoever doth any Work therein. That Soul [sail be 
cut off from among his People, Exod. xxxi. 14. Accordingly, when a Man was 
found, that gathered Sticks upon the Sabbath-Day, the Execution of the Penalty for 
doing Work on the Sabbath-Day, was fo rigoroufly obferved, that he was ordered 
to be ftoned, and all the Congregation brought him without the Camp, and ftoned him 
with Stones, and he died, as the Lord commanded Mofes, Numb. xv. 32—36. 
Whilft the Children of Ifrael were in the Wildernefs, the Law was fixed, and ri¬ 
gidly executed : But afterwards there Teems to have been a great Relaxation under 
their fudges and their Kings. 

3. How Jhall we efcape if we negleSl fo great Salvation. ThKhcomtisc dfAihriaaoTtc 
tsaTuptax. We Jews, who if we negledt the Offer made by Chrift, muft continue 
Hill under the Law, and in courfe under the Curfe denounced againft fuch as con¬ 
tinue not in all Things which arc written in the Book of the Law to do them, vid. Gal. 
iii. 10. v. 2, 3, 4. The Jews had no Reafon to imagine, that God would remit 
the Puni/hments threatened in the Law, if they refolved to adhere to the Law, and 
would not embrace the Condition of Faith offered to them : For the Law had never 
been repealed, but continued in it’s original Force; nor would Defuetuie make it 
of no Force, if the Law-Maker would put it into Execution. 

Which at firjl began to be fpoken by the Lord. "Ht tc dfyjts KaChra. KdLKitSit, J'ti t 
Kt/pis. Our Lord himfclf preached only to the Jews : And when firft he feut forth 
his Twelve Apoftles, his Commiflion was, Go not into the Way of the Gentiles; and 
into any City of the Samaritans enter ye not, but go ye rather to the lojl Sheep of the Hcufe 
of Ifrael, Matt. x. 5, 6. Nor was there any preaching to any but Hebrews, not- 
withftanding the Power given to go and teach all Nations, till fcveral Year* after our 
Lord’s Death. St Peter began with preaching the Goipel to the Men of Judea, 

D 2 and 
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TEXT. 


Chap, an eternal Salvation, an Heritage or Pofieffion 
11 in Heaven ! A Salvation ! which having been 
Wv " ' at firft preached to the Jews by the Son of 
God himfelf, has been confidently and uni¬ 
formly confirmed by them that heard him, 
even to this Day -, 

4. God himfelf jointly attefting the Truth 
of what he faid, by enabling him, and, after 
his Death, his Difciples, to work Signs and 

Wonders j 


and was confirmed 10 
us by them that heard 
him; 


4 God alfo bearing 
them Witnefs.both with 
Signs and Wonders, and 
with divers Miracles and 


NOTES on the Epistle to the HEBREWS. 

and all that dwelt at Jerufalcm, Afts ii. 14. It was full feven Years after, that he 
opened the Gofpel 10 the devout Gentiles , Afts x. And Four Years more palled 
before St Paul turned to the idolatrous Gentiles, Ads xiii. 46. 

Was confirmed to us by them that heard him. 'Toro t dn.atd.OTav elf njj.de iSi- 
Caid.611. Was confirmed, not to St Paul, but to us Hebrews. So Dr JVhitby. The 
Faft was, all the Apoflles preached to the Hebrews, and to them alone for feveral 
Years: And during thofe Years the Gofpel was confirmed by Signs and Wonders 
among them. But the Words, lie tiyif, fignify properly, to our Times, to the 
Times in which the Apoftle lived ; and the true Senfe is, They that heard Chrift 
himfelf preaching, have continued confirming the Truth of what he preached 
to us Hebrews , even to this Time, having the Gifts of the Holy Ghoft, various 
in their Kinds, as God has been pleafed to grant them to them. It would have 
been, not lie H/nde, but Hfiv, had the Author of this Epifile intended to fay, that 
he himfelf learned the Gofpel from thofe that had heard Chrift: Nor would St 
Paul have faid, that the Gofpel was confirmed to him by them that had heard Chrift, 
lince elfewhere he declares, that he had it not of Men, neither by Man, but by Jefus 
Chrift, Gal. i. 1. 

Suppofing now St Paul to have wrote this Epiftle, A. D. 67. He then fays, 
that thofe who had heard Chrift, continued uniformly and conftantly to atteft 
what he had faid, from that Time to this, i. e. for upwards of Thirty Years. 
They that from this Expreflion would argue, that St Paul was not the Au¬ 
thor of this Epiftle, miftalce the Meaning of the Phrafc here ufed ; which does not 
relate to the Perfon writing, but to the Time when he wrote. They that heard 
Chrift himfelf, had confirmed even to this Time, fteadily and confidently, what they 
heard from our Lord himfelf. 

4. God alfo bearing them witnefs, both with Signs and Wonders, and with divers 
Miracles , and Gifts of the Holy Ghoji. The Dodtrineof our Lord has been fteadily 
declared by them that heard Chrift, even to this Day j and God has joined his Tefti- 
mony to theirs, by enabling them to work Signs and Wonders j and by imparting, 
as he thought proper, the refpedtive Gifts of the Holy Ghoft. 


The 
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TEXT. PARAPHRASE. 

Gifts of the Holy Ghoft Wonders j giving them different Gifts and Chap, 
according to his own Difajbutions of the Holy Ghoft; difpenfing ^ 
h ‘ them, as he thought moft proper, for the Be¬ 

nefit of the GofpeL 

The Gifts. Mse///i'o7f* The Diftributions, or Divifions. Vid. t Cor. xii. 4— II. 


SECT. II. 


CHAP. II. 5 - 18 . 


CONTENTS. 

H ERE our Author refumes what he had been proving in 
the former Sedtion, that Chrift was fitpcrior to Angels, from 
which he had made a fliort practical Digreffion : And he anfwers 
an obvious Objedtion, How Could Chrift be fuperior to Angels, 
when he was a mere Man ? Here he affigns feveral Reafons, why 
Chrift took Fief, and (hews that he was Man for a little Time on¬ 
ly, the better to bring about what he came into the World to do. 


TEXT. PARAPHRASE. 


5. Tj' O R unto the 
Jc Angels hath he 
not put in Subje< 3 ion 
the World to come, 
whereof we fpeak. 


NOTES 


5. A N G E L S as I told you are only 
/ \ miniftring Spirits; and though the 
Law was given by them, yet in the prefent 
Difpenfation they have nothing to do. For 
it is the Son of God, the appointed Heir of all 
Things, who has the Dominion over, and the 
Diredtion of, the prefent Difpenfation; and 
who is the Giver of that Salvation of which 
we fpeak, and not Angels, to whom we are 
not fubjedted. 

6, 7, 8. 

on the Epistle to the H E B R E W S. 


5. The World to comt. Tim 0'iKttfiVitv jr a.v. The Mefliah was prophesied 

of as «ar#p r fiKKwvQ* «!<!>©., the Father of the Age ta come, Ifa. ix. 6. So the 

Alexandrian 
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6, 7, 8. Nor think it ftrange that a Man 6, 7. But one in a 
fnould be verted with fuch extraordinary Pow- wru ' n Place teflified, 
er. For as the Pfaltnijl fays, of Man in gene¬ 
ral, 


N 0 T E S on the Epistle to the TI E B R E TV S. 

Alexandrian Copy. There is certainly a great Variety of Readings of the LXX in 
this Place. The Vatican has it thus. His Name (hall be called Miyaxut 0wAns ay- 
yih&. Ufa jii iifiwtiv Wi Ter apX'OvTa.f Kj Cyiua.v avriy. The Alexandrian read, 
thus, ayy'X®', cCaG<sh'& it ryjo^is, i^iTiciriK, a?X av tdfhone, trs.Tiip r jAwovr®* 
a.iZv&.' t yd yi> d.ta Wi t»( afyoe'las t'tfhvnv xj iyictv etiira. We render it, TVon- 
ilerful Counfellor, the Mighty God, the Everlajling Father, the Prince of Peace. 
The Hebrew Text is, Dlbtf Ttf iy 'OX 710J bx yyv xbD, Pile, hgnets, el. 
Gibber, Abi, Gnad, Sar Salem, which may be rendred', either as we have done it; 
or, by putting a Comma betwixt each of the Words, as the Vulgate and LXX 
have rendred it, it will be, He Jhall be called ,' Wonderful, Counfellor, Powerful , 
[the Alexandrian Copy omits the Word ©5@u, God] the Father of the Age, the Prince 
of Peace. But what then (hall we do with thofe Words of the LXX, if a yh sipit- 
onv Wi rsf apx oy l a f ■ If we may here allow a various Reading, arifing from an Al¬ 
teration in two or three fimilar Letters, I doubt not, but that in fome Copy of the 
LXX, had it, Dlbii’ ‘"W by ON, Abi Gnal Sari Salom. The fir ft Word is the 
fame ; in the fecond, a Lamed for a Daleth, and the third, a Plural for a Singular, 
makes the Senfe as the LXX have it, and (hews, that it is either a Verfion of a 
different Copy, or a various Reading, and at length, both are taken into the'Text. 

Chrift then being the Father of the Age, or Father of the future Age, the Apoftle 
tells us, that God had not put the World to come, i. e. the Age of the Mefliah, com¬ 
prehending the prefent State of hi6 Kingdom, and the p.i&awod'ooiav, the Time of 
Recompence of Reward, the Inheritance promifed by God, and of which we have 
Affurance given by Chrift,—Thefe Things are not put under the S'larayhv, the 
Difpofttion of Angels, but under the Diredfion and Dominion of the Son himfelf. 

6 . But one in a certain Place tejlifieth. The Paffage is cited from Pfalm viii. 
And it is applied to our Saviour to whom the World to come was fubjedted ; and who 
was to reign till all Things were put under his Feet, 1 Cor. xv. 25—27. The 
Apoftle argues thus. All Things upon Earth were fubjedfed unto Man, in virtue 
•of the Grant made at the Beginning, when God faid, Be fruitful, and multiply and 
replenijh the Earth, and fubdue it, and have Dominion over the Fijh of the Sea, and 
over the Fowls of the Air, and over every living Thing that moveth upon Earth, Gen. 
i. 6. The Pfalmift, commenting as it were upon this Grant, fays. Thou madejl 
him to have Dominion over the Works of thy Hands, thou hajl put all Things under his 
Feet. The Pfalmift here extends this Grant of Dominion further than the original 
Words implied ; for the Dominion over the Works of God's Hand, is much more than 
the Dominion over the Things of the Earth. But if you take in Jefus Chrijl thc Son 
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fay ins. What is Man 
that thou art mindful of 
him ? or the Son of Man 
that thou vifiteft him ? 
Thou madeft him a lit¬ 
tle lower than the An¬ 
gels, thou crowned ft 
him with Glory and 
Honour, and didft fet 
him over the Works of 
thy Hands. 

8 Thou haft put all 
Things in Subjeflion 
under his Feet. 

For in that he put all 
in Subjection under him. 
he left nothing that is 
not put under him. But 
rtiw we fee not yet all 
Things put under him. 


, 9. But we fee Jefus, 
who was made a little 
lower than the Angels, 


ral, that he is Lord of all the Creation ; that Cm 
low, and mean, and helplefs, in Ten Thou- 
fand Inftances, as he feems to be, yet all 
Things are in general fubjedt to him: This I 
fay is now literally and eminently true in the 
Cafe of Jefus Chrijt. What is Man, fays the 
Pfalmift, that thou art mindful of him ? or the 
Son of Man that thou vi/itejl him ? Thou madef 
him lower than Angels , and yet thou haft given 
him great Glory, in that thou haft made him 
have Dominion over the Works of thy Hands. 

But then, when the Pfalmift faid, That God 
had put all Things in Subjection under him —it is 
plain thefe Words are not to be taken too ri¬ 
gidly j for the Moon and the Stars and many 
other Things, the Works of God’s Hands, are 
notin Subjection to Man. You are not there¬ 
fore to underftand thefe Words abfolutely and 
ftriCtly of Man in general, notwith[landing 
what is here faid. 

9. But we fee how all this is literally ve¬ 
rified in Jefus, who by becoming Man, 
that he might fuffer Death, was for a fhort 
Time made lower and meaner than Aneels : 

And 
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of God, who was made Man, and confider the Power granted to him, not only in 
Earth, but in Heaven too, what the Pfalmift faid of Man is literally true, Thou haji 
put all Thiugs under Ms Feet. 

9. A little lower than the Angels. BgpyyTi. Thi9 may fignify either Littlenefs of 
the Thing , or Shortnefs of the Time. And in both thefe RefpeCts Chrift was, whilft 
he was on Earth, inferior fo the Angels. The Pfalmift fpeeks of Man's being in¬ 
ferior to Angels; as certainly Man is a Creature of a lower Rank or Oafs than 
Angels are: And whilft our Saviour was incarnate, he was fo much inferior to them, 
that they were Pent to ftrengthen him. But then Chrift was inferior to them only 
for a Jhort Time, during only his incarnate State. Ho had a Glory with his Father, 



26 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


Chap 

II. 


PARAPHRASE. 

And becaufe he fuffercd Death, he was crown¬ 
ed with Glory and Honour, and obtained all 
' Power in Heaven and Earth. He was made 
Man , I lay, and thus, for a Jhort Time, lower 
than the Angels, that by the Grace of God, 
and to lliew his Kindnefs for us, he might 
talte Deatli for every Man. 

io. For 


TEXT. 

for the fuffering of 
Death crowned with 
Glory and Honour, that 
he by the Grace of God 
fhould tafte Death for 
every Man. 
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of which he emptied himfelf, to become Man: And then, as the Reward of hi* 
Sufferings, he received his Kingdom, all Things being fubjedf to him. So that it 
was properly a little while, or for feme Jhort Time, that he was as other Men are, 
made lower than the Angels, Fid. John xvii. 5. Phil. ii. 6—10. Hcb. xii. 2. 

By the Grace of God, for all Jhould tajle Death. "Oorus ydeCli ©ei direp uanlc 
y-Comai $avdrx. As the Words lie, they may be rendered. By the Grace of God 
lor all, he might tajle Death: Or, as in our Verfion, By the Grace of God, he Jhould 
tajle Death for all. But as the Form of Expreflion, yjout ©si direp aravrec, The 
Grace of God for alt, is not elfewhere ufed, it may be mote proper to join the 
Words —for every Man —or, for all, to what follows, as in our Tranflation. 

Th isVerfe was read very differently in fome Copies, as early as Origen’s Days ; fome 
then reading it x a ?‘ s © s “ > whilft ethers read it, as all our prefent Copies do, 
Xaesli ©ei. Origen feems to approve, at lead not to difapprove the Reading X a P‘( 
©si. Miyaf enV cipynpivs ix direp avUpdoruv d.K\a f ) oravTli Koyir'i, traora^ 

$u<nav nrpcyaivtyJliiGav ieunov dviityicslv' X&pif $ ©si direp aea.no; kyiCaa to 3 -ai'a- 
ri, oTep tVTKn Hiirat d aepof 'ECyciuf avr typaepon yjLeirt ©ii. Chrijl is a Great 
High Prieji, having offered himfelf a Sacrifice, not for Men alone, but for every ratio¬ 
nal Being ; for except God he tajled Death for every one ; [or] as it is in fome Copies 
of the Epijlle to the Hebrews, by the Grace of God. He goes on, eiTe p x«pt« ©si 
direp asav to{ iyivoaro Sard th, i fj.'ovov Corip dvBpdorvv dort 9 av‘r, ciwd x) direp r 
).otoruv KoynSv. Eire yfient ©ei iytvaano ™ Corip aeaerof Savarv, vorip -esavruv 
yapit OiS aoridan' yaent ©ei direp araVTot 4 yiuaaro Sal'dre. Whether it be, 
that he tajled Death for every one except God, he died not only for Men, but for the 
rejl of rational Beings', or it be, by the Grace of God he tajled Death for evtry one. 
He died for all except God, for by the Grace of God he tajled Death for every one. 
Orig. Com. in John, p. 38. And fo again, in another Place, he fays, avyxpiuri- 
Tat to, eiraf yfieiTl, ii xaptc 0 e? Corip aravrot yiCtmat ■S-ttvctTK. He will make 
ufe of this Teftimony, That by the Grace of God, or, except God, be might die for 
all, ibid. p. 362. When in after Times, Nejlorianifm was condemned, that -old 
Reading, yapic ©ei, was reprefented as a Corruption then newly made by the Nejlo- 
rians: And it ferved the Turn of Party and Faction : But the Injuflice of the Charge 
is evident, fince it appears to have been a Reading before Origen’s Days, and, in con- 
fequence, long before Nejloriut was born. 

But, 
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10. For it became 
him, for whom are all 
Thin <;s, rfntl by whom 
are all Things, in bring¬ 
ing many Sons untoGlo- 
ry, to make the Cap¬ 
tain of their Salvation 


10. For it was very fit and right for God, Ch a.p. 
(for whom are all Things, and by whofe . 
good Will and Pleafure were all Things) in 
the Execution of his Defign to bring many, 
whom he deems his Sons, to Glory, not only 
to make his only begotten Son a Man, but to 

make 
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But the true Reading being, xa'e/ 7 '. by the Grace of GoJ, the Meaning of the 
Apoftle is, “ We fee Jejus , who was made for forne litile Time lower than the 
“ Angels, that he might by the Grace of God tafte Death for all [both ‘Jew and 
“ Gentile], —We fee him for his fuffering of Death crowned with Glory and Ho- 
“ nour.” To tajle Death, is to dye ; and to tajle Death for all, or every Man, is 
to die for the Benefit of all Mankind. Now our Lord condefcended to tafte Death 
for all ; and the Grace and Kindnefs of God was by that Means difplayed to Man¬ 
kind in a molt extraordinary Manner; as the Apoftle explains it in the following 
Verfes. 

10. It became him for whom are all Things, and by whom are all Things. A;’ or 
id >aav']i, x) JV ? t d asravla.. The Rule of the Greek Grammarians is, that when 
J'td is ufed with an Accusative Cafe, it implies the Caufe ; when with a - Genitive 
Cafe, it fignifies the Injlrument, or Means by which a Thing is done. If fo, the 
Perfon of the Father is here to be underftood, For whom as the final Caufe, and to 
whofe Glory all Things were made; and by whom, as the chief Agent, all Things 
were made. It was very fit and right for the God and Father of all thus to a£E 
Vid. Rom. xi. 36. 

In bringing many Sons to Glory, rioXAsr u< S'o^av dya.yov'Ja.. It is not God 
that is here faid to be bringing many Sons unto Glory ; for then it would have been 
in natural Conftru&ion, dya.yov']i, not dyayovl*. ; but it is the Captain of their 
Salvation who was to bring many Sons unto Glory. The Senfeof the Place is, It be¬ 
came the Goodnefs and the Wifdom of God to make his Son who was to bring many 
Sons unto Glory—Sons who were to go through many Sufferings in this Life—to 
make his Son, Ifay, an Example to them to bear Sufferings, to encourage them to 
perfevere fteady and unmoveable, till they obtained the Reward of their Sufferings. 

To make the Captain of their Salvation. Tor dp^nyiv d ao'lnfia.t cturar. So jilts 
iii. 15. Chrift is called dp^nyov d The Prince of Life j and again, jilts v. 

31. dpynybv xj oarnpa, a Prince and Saviour, which may help us to underffand 
this Place, where he is called, The Captain of our Salvation. In this Epiftle, chap. 
xii. 2. our Saviour is ftyled, dpynybv x) TsAefanir d ‘ainuf, which we tranfiate, not 
exatflly. The Author and Finijher of our Faith, vid.loc. Here it fignifies, The great 
Leader on of the Sons of God to Salvation. Where this Word is fpoken of Perfons , 
fingly, it means. Leader on of others : Where Things are mentioned, it fignifies, 
Leader to. 


E 
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Chap, make him go through Pains and Sufferings, 
and thus to attain to the higheft Perfedtion, 
' ’ v ’ that he might the better bring all his Sons 
to Perfedtion, through thofe Evils which 
they were moft likely to meet with in this 
World, in the Purfuit of their greateft Hap- 
pinefs. 

ii, 12, 13. Nor rnuft you imagine that 
going through Sufferings is inconfiftent with 
being the Sons of God ; for Chrift, who hath 
called all to a Life of Holinefs, feparating fuch 
as believe in him from the reft of the World, 
and they that are fo called and feparated, are 
all the Sons of God : And therefore are in great 

Propriety 


perfedf through Suffer¬ 
ings. 


ir. For both he that 
fandlifieth, and they 
who are fandtified, are 
all of one; for which 
Caufe he is not alhamed 
to call them Brethren, 
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Make perfect through Sufferings. ~ViKtiair<tt Cid •a-a.in/jidTav. The natural and 
original Meaning of the Word Tt\ttu<rcti, is to bring to an End, to finijh, .to perfect. 
As a State of Glory and Honour is the Thing defigned for fuch as are faithful to the 
Covenant j and as Chrift himfelf received a Kingdom, and fat down on the Throne 
of God —The Pofl'eflion of this was the Perfection of our Leader j and the Pofleffion 
of that glorious Inheritance is the Perfedlion of us. To make perfect, is to bring to 
the End for which any Perfon or Thing is defigned. Now the Defign of God be¬ 
ing to bring many Sons unto Glory, he determined that Jefus who was to be their 
Guide and Leader on, (hould pafs through a State of Sufferings, juft as the Sons of 
God were to do in this World, and fo to be made perfect, or brought to Perfection. 
Chrift therefore being brought to his Glory, is faid, t To be perfected. Thus, 
Luke xiii. 32. 1 do Cures to Day and to Morrow, and the third Day IJhall be per- 
fcdled, ts i. e. brought to that State, which is the End for which I am de¬ 
figned. 

11. For he that fantifieth. "On yb iysi^ae. Chrift is faid to fanClify the Sons 
of God : And they are fanCIified, by being called to be holy, feparate from the World, 
and made the peculiar People of God. The Perfons fo feparated from the World 
to God, are called "A ytoi. Saints. Our Saviour then, and all that are the Sons of 
God, are all of one Father ; and being all defigned for Perfedfion, they null not 
defpond through any Afflidlions they may meet with in this Life; but they mull 
confider and remember that their Leader fuffered as well as they. He that fanCtifieth , 
is he that puts Perfons into a feparate State from others in refpedl to God; and they 
that are fanCIified, ought to live up to the Relation they (land in to God. 
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12. Saying, I will Propriety called Brethren. And fo are they Chap. 
declare thy Name unto ca p e( j anc j deemed in Scripture. David fays, 

mfdft oflhe'chureh win 1 will declare thy Name unto my Brethren, in ' v 
I fing Praife unto thee, the midjl of the Congregation will I praife thee, 

13. And again, I Pfalm xxii. 22. You lee that all fuch as fear 
will put my Truft in q 0 j are t h us CO nfidered by him as Brethren: 

I, and the Children A g ain * ] s l aid > 1 ™ ! ‘l put my Truft in him, 
which God hath given 2 Sam. xxii. 3. Pfalm xviii. 2. Ifaiah viii. 17. 
nie - And again, Behold I and the Children which the 

Lord hath given me, &c. David himfelf is 
not alhamed to call all thole that fear God his 
Brethren :, So are all who truf in God called, 
whatever Diftreffes or Afflictions they may be 
under: And fo are thofe Children whom God 
had given the Prophet for Signs and Wonders 
in Ifrael, from the Lord of Hojls which dwelleth 
in Mount Sion. Now if thefe are all of one, 
derived from the One God, and are to partake 
of the Inheritance defigned for them, and yet 
are liable to Sufferings and Death, it was fit 
that Chrift, the Captain of their Salvation, 
fhould go through the Suffering of even Death , 
in order to attain Glory and Honour, the bet¬ 
ter to lead them on through Sufferings. 

14. But 
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13. / will declare. ' Amtyy-ku. According to the LXX, it is Ainyhaofj.cit. 

Pfalm xxii. 22. 

13. / will put my Trufl. ’E yd hrop.a.1 ntiroidac «t’ hut S. It is a great Que- 
flion, from whence thefe Words are taken. Some fuppofe, from Pfalm xviii. 2. 

But there the Words are in our prefent Copies, tkiria iir’ ttCriv, which differ fuffi- 
ciently in Sound, though in Senfe the fame. Others therefore refer it to 2 Sam. 
xxii. 3. where the fame Pfalm of David is related, and where inftead of sat tu 4 t’ ad- 
rov, it is 'uivoSut hroptu iv aura, which are the Words of the Apoftle, though not in 
the fame Order. Others therefore conceive the Reference to be to Ifaiah, chap, 
viii. 17. where the Words, and the Order of them are the fame, as in 2 Sam. xxii. 3. 

The Reafon why it is rather fuppofed to be taken from Ifaiah is, becaufe the next 

E 2 Citation 
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Chap. Citation of the Apoftle is taken from the very next Words in the Prophet, Behold I 

II and the Children which God has given me, Ifa. viii. 1 8. 

s - ¥ -— ‘ But the great Difficulty is to (hew the Pertinence of thefe Citations; for they feem 

at firft View to have but little Relation to the Matter they are cited for. But let us 

keep in Sight what the Apoftle is proving, viz. that Jefus, and many Sons, th e Sancti¬ 
fier, and the fandified, are all of one Father ; and confequently are very juftly called 
Brethren ; and, as Brethren, all good Men may be without Injuftice treated alike; 
and all are, in fadt, to go through a State of Sufferings alike; and that Chrift was 
no more to be exempted from them than they were. The Point then to be proved is, 
that all gooJ Men, from the higheft to the lowed, are Brethren ; and that God 

makes no Diftindlion betwixt them. The Evidence for this is, that the Scriptures 

call them fo : So did that Great King David; and fo did Ifaiah the Prophet. David 

did fo exprefsly, Pjalm xxii. where fpeaking of the Affliflion of the Afflidled, and 

i bferving that they were not defpifed by God, ver. 24, and of himfelf as in Danger of 
the Lion s Mouth, He fays, 1 will declare thy Name unto my Biethicn, in the midjl of 
the Congregation will I praife thee, ver. 22. Kings therefore and People, from the 
higheft to the meaneft, fuffer Affliction, and muft go through the Evils of Life, 
^ and therefore they are called Brethren. And fo in the other Paflages here cited : 
God in his Providence orders Things in fuch a Manner, that every one ought to 
place his Truft and Confidence in him, and muft go through what he thinks fit to 
lay upon him ; no matter whether it be by undergoing Good or Evil here on Earth. 
Ifaiah therefore fays, I will put my Trujl in him ; and again, I and the Children 
which the Lord hath given me, are for Signs and Wonders in Ifrael from the Lord of 
Hojls. They were all under great Afflidlions, as much as if the one had not been a 
Prophet, or the other, Children of fo great a Prophet, and yet they placed their 
Truft in God. It is an equal uniform Dependance upon God, the common Father 
of all, which makes all to be deemed his Sons: And fo did David, great a King as 
he was; and fo did the Prophet Ifaiah, eminent as he was, declaie to all the 
World. 

Who then was it that was not afhamed to call the Afflicted, Brethren? Who 
was the He referred to by the Apoftle? Not Chrift-, for Chrift did not fpeak the 
Words quoted, but David and Ifaiah. If any one imagines Chrift to be the Nomi¬ 
native Cafe to k'Td.ttrxuvtTa.t, is afhamed, he muft prove not only Pjalm xxii to be 
fpoken by Chrift , but likewife that be fpoke what Ifaiah faid concerning him/elf 
and his Children. Had it been faid that the Holy Ghoft had made ufe of fuch or 
fuch Words, there had been no Difficulty in the Matter. But to fay that Chrift 
faid what David and Ifaiah faid, will require a Proof that is clear and ftrong. 

Were it in any other Author, no Queftion would ever have been made about the 
Perfon who faid fuch a Thing, when a Paflage is plainly cited from him. And when 
in the Sacred Writings, former Authors are appealed to by later Writers, the Que¬ 
ftion can only be, what it is they are cited for ; and what the Citation is brought to 
prove. What now are thefe three Citations made for ? Js it not to prove, that God, 
by making his Son go through the Sufferings of Death, adled as became him ; and 
that all who are fandified, are in like Manner to go through Sufferings and Death ; 
and that fuch as fuffer are all of one Father ; and in confequence are Brethren ? Now, 
that David, fo great a King as he was, called thofe who were in dfflidion, Brethren -, 

and 



Epistle to the HEBREWS. 


3i 


■PARAPHRASE. 

14. But there is another good Reafon for C 
the Sufferings of Chrift. The Children of 
God are all Partakers of Flejh and Blood , and 
thereby liable to Sufferings and Death : Chrift 
therefore in like Manner partook of the fame 
Things, that through Death , or by Means of 
dying, he might demolilh him that had 
brought Death into the World, and exercifed 
a Sort of Dominion over Man, by making him 
fubjedt to Death: i. e. the Devil. Now 
Chrift does this, by railing his Brethren to 
Life, and by giving them Life eternal; 

15. And 
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and that the Prophet Ifaiah , who together with his Children were fet for Signs to 
the Houfe of Ifrarl , and were afflifted and dijtrejfed, and yet well approved by God, 
is plain : And the Citations prove this. And as to the Language itfelf, the Words in 
the Original are, Css nv atTittf bx nratayyv'icja.t d.J'tMfiif itiric ko.\up \iyav : 
Which may well be conftrued Thus, For which Caufc, he that faid, I will declare 
thy Name to my Brethren , &cc ; and, he that faid, I will put my Truji in him ; and 
again, J and the Children, &cc. is not alhamed to call them. Brethren. And thus 
the Connexion and the Citations are juft. The Apoftle ufes the very fame Manner 
of fpeaking, chap. x. 5. They who think Pfalm xxii. all belongs to the Mejftah, 
or was fpoken by him, or made concerning him, do it chiefly to account for the Ci¬ 
tations taken from thence: But without fufficient Reafon ; and much lefs can it be 
proved, that what Ifaiah fpeaks concerning himfelf and his Children, belongs to the 
Mejftah, and the Difciples which he Ihould make. 

14. Forafmuch then, as the Children are Partakers of Flefli and Blood. T<t 
irct/tfia Kinotnirtini. The Apoftle calls them all, 'aa.tj'in. Children, that being the 
Word in the Pafl'age cited from Ifaiah. This then is the Inference made from what 
he had faid ;—Since the Perfons to be faved were all made of Flcfh and Blood, it was 
right that Chrift Ihould partake of Flejh and Blood, that he, through fuffering 
of Death, might put an End to him and to his Reign who had brought Death into 
the World, and continued to exercife that Power. 

Dejiroy. Kurapyban. The laji Enemy that Jhall be deftroyed, KeLTapyUTctt, 
is Death, 1 Cor. xv. 26. So again, JVho hath abolijhed, HUTetpyiuraVT®’, dejiroyed. 
Death, 2 Tim. i. 10, i. e. hath rendered it’s Power vain and ineffectual. Chrift 
took Part of Flelh and Blood, that by fuffering Death, he might Ihew the Power 
of Death to be nothing, e. not to be regarded by Man, fincc they were through 
hi'm to live again, and indeed to live for ever. It was neceflary therefore that 

Chrift: 


TEXT. 

14. Forafmuch then 
as the Children are Par¬ 
takers of Flelh and 
■Blood,, he alfo himfelf 
likewife took Part of the 
fame: That through 
Death he might deftroy 
him that had the Power 
of Death, that is, the 
Devil j 
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Chap. 15. And thus he effedtually frees them, 
ir - (who by being all their Life long in fear of 
L v ' Death, were in a conftant Slavery to their 
Fears and Apprehenfions) he frees them from 
the Fear of Death, by (hewing himfelf alive 
after his Death, and by promifing all others 
a like Refurredtion. 

16. Now as his grand Defign was to free 
Men from the Fear of Death, he did not lay 
hold of, or attempt to help Angels, but only 
all Believers in him, all that were of the Seed 
of faithful Abraham , thofe he helped. 

17. From 


15. And deliver 
them who through Fear 
of Death were all their 
Life-Time fubjedl to 
Bondage. 


16. For verily, he 
took not on him the 
Nature of Angels; but 
he took on him the 
Seed of Abraham. 
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Chrift (hould die, that all who believe in him might fee a Refurredtion from the 
Dead, and thence derive a Convidtion of Mind, a Fulnefs of Faith, which might 
.carry them through this Life with Steadinefs and Firmnefs, and make them hold 
out to the End. 

15. And deliver them, who—were fubjefi to Bondage , i. e. were under a ilavifh 
Fear of Death. A continual Apprehenfion of being for ever under the Dominion of 
Death, is the Bondage or Slavery here mentioned. Now our Saviour bringing 
Life and Immortality to the Light, or cnlightning thofe Dodtrines, 2 77 m. i. 10. 
he having given Affurance of eternal Life, which God, that cannot lye, promifed 
before the World began, Tit. i. 2. fet all Men at Liberty from fuch flavifh Fears. 

16. He took not on him the Nature of Angels. Oil }8 dyyko.uv i’snha.iJ.Cd.PiTa.i. 

He did not lay hold of Angels to help them. So Heb. viii. 9. In the Day that I took 
them by the Hand to lead them out of the Land of Egypt. ’Er nf^a. I'mKa.Cofj.ive 
yx -f “VTar. Nature is too hard a Word to fupply in this Place, nor indeed 

does it fuit it. For, what the Apoftle is here proving, is, that Chrift ought to go 
through Afflidtions and Death : But Angels not being fubjedl to thefe, Chrift did 
and fuffered that which fuited the End he had in view. For verily he did not lay 
hold of Angels to help them; but only fuch Creatures as were liable to Sufferings 
.and Death in this World. 

But he took on him the Seed of Abraham. 'KKKa. a or tp fettle' AC^yd/j. \orn,a.p.Cd.vi- 
reu. But he laid hold to help the Seed of Abraham. Here it may beaiked, why the 
Apoftle (hould fay, that Chrift came to help the Seed of Abraham, and not the Seed 
of Adam? TheReafonis, He was writing to Perfons zealous of the Law, and who 
could not bear the Notion of the Gentiles being admitted to equal Privileges with 
themfelves. Under therefore the Words, The Seed of Abraham, which in St PauTt 
Language implied all that were of Faith, be they of what Nation foever, he artfully, 
, and 
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TEXT. 


PARAPHRASE. 


17. Wherefore in all 
Things it behoved him 
to be made like unto 
his Brethren ; that he 
might be a merciful 
and faithful High Prieft 
in Things pertaining to 
God, to make Recon¬ 
ciliation for the Sins of 
the People, 


17. From whence it appears, that he ought Chap. 
in all Things; in Sufferings and in Death, in 
Pain and in Hunger, and indeed in all the 
common Infirmities incident to Mankind, to 
have been made like unto his Brethren. 

Hence too, he is beft fuited to have Com- 
paffion on their Infirmities; and, which is 
an eminent Advantage we have, and what 
will be more at large explained hereafter, he 
is qualified to be merciful, and a faithful High 
Prieft, in whatever pertains to his Tranfadtions 
with God for us, even to remove all our Sins, 
fo as that they may not be imputed to us, and 
to perform what he has undertaken for us. 

18. For 
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and without giving Offence to the Hebrews, exprefTes the full Truth. Abraham 
was the Father of all them that believe, Rom. iv. 11. And in this Senfe is the Ex- 
preffion here ufed, to take in all that were helped by Chrift, whether they were 
Jews or Gentiles. 

17. Wherefore in all Things. Kara nedv']<t. In taking Flefh and Blood; in 
Sufferings ; in Death. 

Made like his Brethren. In the Likenefs of ftnful Fief), Rom. viii. 3. Made in 
the Likenefs of Men , Phil. ii. 7. 

That he might be a merciful and faithful High Prieft. "iva. ihiiijj.uv y'wn'Ja.i 
wos dpyjipiu f. That he might be merciful, and a faithful High Prieji. Merciful, 
in that being tempted , he is able to fuccour them that are tempted ; and faithful, as is 
proved, chap. iii. 1, 2. Vid. chap. iv. 15. v. 2. 

In Things partaining to God. Tot -nrpa: Oiov. In Things relative to God. In do¬ 
ing all fuch Things as God had appointed him to do. 

To make Reconciliation for the Sins of the People. Eir to ixctoKikJ^ rds d.fj.a.pTmt 
r Xttu. The Form of Expreflion here is quite unufual. 'lxd<rni&t, Oiov, or, ixdt- 
mips , to appeafe God, or to appeafe God for Sins, or on Account of 

Sins, ia> frequent; but the ExprefTion here ufed, to reconcile Sins, or appeafe Sins, 
is fomething very particular. However, as tne Apoftle is fpeaking of an High 
Prieft , and what fuch High Prieft did, he null allude to what the Jewijh High 
Prieft did on the great Day of Expiation. Here the Apoftle fecms to mean no more, 
than that Chrift did his Part, that our Sins might be paffed over, or not brought to 
our Account. He is to fhew hereafter, how Chrift was, and how he a died as, our 

High. 
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PARAPHRASE . TEXT. 


Chap. 18. For whereas he himfelf hath fuffered, 
and experienced the Tryals of our Infirmities, 
he cannot but be more willing and ready to 
fuccour thofe who are put into a State of Tryal, 
as all Mankind are. 


18. For in that he him¬ 
felf hath fuffered, being 
tempted, he is able to 
fuccour them that are 
tempted. 
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High Prieft in Things partaining to God : And if it appears in what Senfe, and in 
( what Manner the Sins of the World were removed, or taken away by Chrift, that 
I inuft give us the true Meaning of the Expreffion, <A«cr*5<£g a^afTiat, here rendered, 
to make Reconciliation for the Sins of the People. It mull always be remembered, 
that God manifefled his Love to Man in fending his Son into the World j that he jufli- 
I fed us freely by his Grace, through the Redemption that is in Jefus Chrift. Rom. iii, 
24. I John iv. 10. If Chrift therefore afted fo, as to make the Sins of Man to. 
be no Obftruftions to the Favour of God, be might juftly be called our Priefl: 
And if he entered the true Holy of Holies, he would be our High Priefl : Now, as 
Sin is an Offence to God, he that does whatever God appoints in order to remove 
the Offence, a£ts as a Prieft ; and if God appoints a Bullock, or a Goat, or a Lamb, 
to be offered, in fuch a certain Manner, in order to remove any Sin, and fuch a 
particular Perfon to do it, fuch Bullock or Lamb is the rAcur/aor, and fuch Perfon 
does i^daiaS^ ©sor, make God propitious. Now if God appoints any other Means 
whatever, he that ufes fuch Means, be they what they will, is a faithful Priefl, 
and if he is admitted to enter the Holy of Holies, he is juftly ftyled, a faithful High 
' Priefl, in Things pertaining to God, even to the removing the Sins of the People. 

aTl.y.y 
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SECT. III. 

CHAP. III. i—-7. 

CONTENTS. 

T H E great Dignity of Chrift above Angels; and the Reafon 
why he was made Man, and lived here on Earth} and the Fit- 
nefs of his having Flejh , in order to render him more ready and 
willing to fuccour fuch as are liable to Temptations, being fuffici- 
ently ihewn, the Apoftle next proceeds to ftiew that he was faith¬ 
ful in the Execution of what he undertook for Mankind And al¬ 
lowing that Mofes has the Character of Faithfulncfs given him by 
God himfelf, yet ftill Jefus was fuperior to Mofes , the one being 
faithful as a Servant, the other as a Son } the one acting as a Ser¬ 
vant empowered by his Lord, the' other adting as a Son over the 
Family which he had a Right to govern from his Father} and 
confequently, that Chrift was to be obeyed rather than Mofes. 


CHAP. III. 


TEXT. 


PARAPHRASE. 


1. \I 7 HE R E- 

VV FORE 

holyBrethren,Partakers 
of the Heavenly Calling, 


1. T Told you that Chrift was faithful , in 
1 whatever pertains to his Tranfadtions 
with God. From whence Iinferyour Duty,Holy 
Brethren , you that are all equally called to be 
the Sons of God, and to partake of the Inheri¬ 
tance in Heaven, which God has promifed 
through his Son Jefus —it is your Duty to con- 

iider 
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Chap. iii. ver. 1 . Holy Brethren, Partakers of the Heavenly Calling. The fame 
Perfons whom he called fantiified, chap. ii. 11 . Partakers of Chrift , chap. iii. 1 4' 

F 
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Chap, fider him as a MelTenger fent by God, and 
L , as the High Priejl of our Profeflion. 

2. Who in every Refpedt adted in perfedt 
Obedience to his Father, who appointed him 
the Apoftle and High Prieft of all the faithful 
Seed of Abraham. He was faithful in every 
Thing in a large Affair, as Mofes was in a 
much fmaller Matter : Both, in their Places, 
faithful j Mofes , in the Delivery of the Will 
of God to the Houfe of Ifrael , and in the 
Government of that People Jefus, to all the 
Seed of Abraham. 

3. For 

N O T E S on the Epistle to the HE B R E IVS. 

Conftder the Apojlle and High Prieji of our ProfeJJion. The Worif, Apojile, is by 
Way of Eminence put for one fent of God: And our Saviour has frequently, in St 
Johns Gofpel fpoke of himfelf as fent by his Father. St Paul therefore bids the 
Hebrews ccnfider Chrift who was higher than the Angels ; who was for our Sakes 
made lower than they for a Jhort Time , but has obtained a more excellent Name than 
they ; who was fent by God into the World, and fo fent as to tafle Death ;—Con- 
fider him in thefe Capacities; and add to them, that he was our High Priejl , and 
entered into the Holy of Holies for us, removing all Obftacles to our eternal Hap- 
pinefs j and then judge if he be not fuperior to Mofes. Mofes was fent into Egypt 
to redeem the Children of Ifrael , Exod. iii. 10, 12. iv. 13. Our Saviour was 
fent, or was the Apojlle of our Profeflion, to redeem Mankind: But then Chrift is 
not only the Apojlle, but he is likewlfe the High Prieji of our Profeflion; and in 
corifequence, iliueh fuperior to Mofes j and to Aaron too, as will foon appear. 

2 . That appointed him. To aootiioat'ji. Jefus was faithful to him that made him 
the Apoftle and High Prieft of our Profeflion. In the fame Manner as. Who mak- 
eth his Angels Spirits , and his Minijlers a Flame of Fire, chap. i. 7. This was once 
a Reafon why this Epiftle was by fome rejected, as not being St Paul’s writing, 
becaufe, truly, it fpeaks of Chrift as MADE, or rather of the Father as MAKING 
Chrift. Had they confidered what it was that Chrift was made, viz. the Apojilt 
and High Prieji of our Profeflion, or that the Apoftle was not fpeaking about the 
Generation of the Son, they would hardly have been fo bold as to reject a Sacred 
Writing for fo trifling a Reafon. But in contentious Times, the molt innocent 
Word is often racked to make it fpeak Malice: And an Apojiolic Writing fhall not 
be read to the People, for fear they fhould imbibe what Party-Zeal calls Herefy. 
Vid. Philajirius de Hetrefsbus. Hter. 89. 

As alfo Mofes was faithful in all bis Houfe. "fir >y Meant ir ok/p 7S oikb aCH, 
So Numb. xii. 7. My Servant Mofes it not fo, who is faithful in all mint Houfe. The 

Word. 


TEXT. 

conftder the Apoftle and 
High Prieft of our Pro¬ 
feflion, Chrift Jefus, 

2. Who was faithful 
to him that appointed 
him, as alfo Mofes was 
faithful in all his Houfe. 
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T E XT. 


PARAPHRASE. 


3. For this Man was 
counted worthy of more 
Glory than Moles, in- 
afmuch as he who hath 
builded the Houfe hath 
more Honour than the 
Houfe. 


3 For Jefus is much more to be efteemed C h a p. 
and honoured than was Mofes ; for as he who 
is the Author or Builder of an Houfe, is 
more to be had in Regard than the Houfe it- 
felf, which is built; fo is it in the . prefent 
Cafe; 

4. For 
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Word, Houfe, is ufed, not only for a Building, but for fuch as dwell in it; a 
Family , a People. And as God is faid to dwell, among the Children of Ifrael, hence 
they are called his Houfe , i. e. his Servants, his People. When the Apoflle fays bis 
Houfe, he does not mean Mofes' s, but his Houfe who appointed Mofes , i. e. GocT sHoufe. 

3. For this Man was counted worthy of more Glory. $ Po^ns srS- 

■o-atp it M uont This Man, viz. Jefus Chrijl. The Rea Ton why we are to 

confider Jefus Chrijl in the Manner before-faid, is here given. For, or becaufe, he 
was deemed worthy of greater Glory than Mofes •, fo much greater, as he was placed 
in a more exalted Station, was a greater Governor, and over a much more confsdera- 
hie People. 

lnafmuch, as he who builded the Houfe, hath more Honour than the Houfe. fCafl’ 
Zaov 'aKtiova T/unr tyttt r oix.it 0 x,ali<rxivdtra.{ au Tt>. This Man was counted 
worthy of more Glory and Honour than Mofes, juft as he who builds a Houfe, is 
worthy of greater Honour than the Houfe itfelf. Philo has made .ufe of the very 
fame Manner of Comparifon. "Oaa ■$> it x'lturdy.ir®. to xtH/xht xThy.etT& dixuvuv, 
K) rh 'o-iTo/ii&ir r yiyotin®', ToaitTo p,a.mKtxuTigyt \xCtvos. De Plantatione Noe. 
p. 224.. So much as he that pojfejfes any Thing is better than the Thing he pojfeffes, or 
he that made any Thing is better than the Thing made, fo much are they who have God 
for their Pojfeffton more King-like than the greatejl Conquerors. But how does this ex¬ 
plain to us, or fhew that Chrift was preferable to, or more deferving of Honour than, 
Mofes. The Reafoning feems to me to ftand thus—The Apoflle of our Profefljon 
is more to be honoured than Mofis, the Apojlle, or fent Redeemer of the Jews, as 
much as an Architect is above the Servant directed by him in a Building, or even 
the Building itfelf. Mofes formed the Children of Ifrael into a Body Politic, or 
Republic, under the Direftion of another, in which he afted as a Servant: But Je¬ 
fus is the proper Builder of the Houfe of God : He calls out of the World his Dif- 
ciples ; and he laid the Foundation himfelf, by gathering the People of God out of 
Jews and Gentiles, and by making them his own Subjects,and Servants. • Mofes 
afted only as a Servant, under whom the Houfe of God was put for a little Time : 
But Chrift was the Son, under wfhom the Family is placed for ever: And therefore 
Jefus was more worthy of Honour than Mqfes. Mofes was indeed the Governor or 
Director of the Houfe of God in his Time: But as one Governor is more to be ho¬ 
noured than, another, according to the Society governed, fo was it here. - So much 
then as the People, gf God undec Chrift are more confiderable, and infinitely more 

F 2 numerous 
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TEXT. 


Chap. 4. For every Society is colledted together, 
and kept in order by certain Laws and Rules 
enjoined by him that governs them, for their 
Good: Who therefore is to be honoured more 
than the Governed ; and this extends to the 
fupreme Governour himfelf, who becaufe he 
ordered all Things, and put them under Laws, 
is therefore to be had in the higheft Honour. 

5. But, as I was faying, Mofes was faithful 
in the Adminiftration of Affairs, and Govern¬ 
ment of his People, whom he led out of 
Egypt ; yet his Faithfulnefs was like that of a 
Servant under a Mafter, commanding and di- 
redling all that was to be done: And in this 
Situation, he fpoke of fuch Things as were 
afterwards to happen, and, under the Di- 
redlion of his Mafter, foretold what fince 
has come to pafs. 

> 6. But 


4. For every Houfe 
is builded by fome Man, 
but he that built all 
Things is God.‘ 


5. And Mofes verily 
was faithful in all bis 
Houfe as a Servant, for 
a Teftimony of thofe 
Things which were to 
be fpoken after. 
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numerous than the People of God under Mofes , fo much is the Governor of one 
to be honoured before the other. 

4. For every Houfe is builded by fome Man. 'Toro Ttv&. By fomebody. Every 
Society is, and mull be ordered and regulated, by fomebody who is confidered as 
fuperior to thofe who are under his Jurifditftion. And to (hew that this is a true 
State of the Cafe, it extends to all Things, and to the Government of all, even to 
God the fupreme Governor of all, who therefore has the fupreme Glory and Ho¬ 
nour. 

5. Mofes verily was faithful as a Servant in all his Houfe. Mofes did nothing 
but under the Dire&ion and Government of a Superior, and adled merely as a Ser¬ 
vant under a Mafter, in God’s Houfe. 

For a Tejlimony of thofe Things which were to be fpoken after. Fk /ettproecov t 
AnAnOmro^iraiv. Mofes was faithful, even to his Declaration of thofe Things which 
were afterwards more particularly fpoken of. He declared, that one fliould atife 
like himfelf to whom they were to hearken. And the Prophets afterwards fpoke of 
feveral Particulars about the Perfon of the Mefliah, his Sufferings, and his being, to 
be cut off. By Tejlimony , is meant, a Truth publijhed , or declared. Mofes there¬ 
fore did not fpeak of himfelf, or vainly represent himfelf, as if he were rhe Perfon 
in. whom the Promife made to Abraham, and Ifaac and Jacob were to be fulfilled, 
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P A R A P H R AS E. 


6 . But Chrift as a 
Son over his own Houfe: 
Whofe Houfe are we, 
if we hold fall the Con- 


61 But Jefus is faithful, and has adted in a C H a r. 
quite different Manner, not as a Servant, but ***' 
as a Son-, governing the People of God. 

Whofe People are all we that believe, if we 

hold 
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but he was faithful as a Servant , to teftify what he was told of his Majier, viz. 
That Chrift was to come, and to be obeyed when it fhould pleafe God to fend 
him. He faithfully delivered the Will of his Mafter, fo far as God was pleafed to 
convey the Knowledge of fuch a Perfon to him ; but a much greater Information, 
■was granted to them that came after, who defcribed the Manner, the Times, and. 
Circumftances of his Appearance. 

6. But Chrift, as a Son over his own Houfe. "Q< tori ft o'ikov avve. But 
Chrift , as a Son fet over his Houfe by his Father, ;. e. over his Father’s Houfe. 
This Meaning keeps up the Comparifon here deftgned ; it anfwers to God’s Houfe, 
ver. 2. and bell anfwers what follows, whofe Houfe are we j i. e. we are now the 
Houfe and People of God himfelf, governed by the Son, to whom all Power is 
committed. We are not to fuppofe it here to be aflerted, that Mofes governed in 
another’s Houfe, but Chrift in his own, in order to fhew the Superiority of the one 
to the other: Bat only that the Son governs as the Son ; the other, but as a Servant-,. 
and it is all along the Houfe of God that was governed. 

Whofe Houfe are we, if we hold faft the Confidence. TaSv ■nrappiuriai'. The Liber¬ 
ty, viz. of Accefs to God. If we examine the Places throughout this Epiftle in 
which this Word occurs, its Meaning will be certain. Let us come boldly unto the 
Throne of Grace, ytrd, oea.ppwoia.t, chap. iv. 16. /. e-. make ufe of the Liberty 
granted to us, to come to the Throne of Grace. So again; having therefore Bold- 
nefs to enter into the Holieft, by the Blood of Chrift, chap. x. ig. iyjv -srappwriav 
tU r ujoJ'ov. Again, Caft not away your Confidence which hath great Recompence of 
Reward, chap. x. 35. In all thefe Places it fhould be rendered, Freedom or Liber¬ 
ty, rather than Boldncfs, which conveys a wrong Idea. The Jews were all abfo- 
lutely prohibited to enter into the Holy of Holies, (the High Prieft only excepted,, 
and even he having this Reftraint laid upon him, that he could enter it but once a. 
Year) and therefore they could have no Accefs to the Throne of Grace. But now,, 
the true Holy of Holies was opened to all through Chrift; and all Chriftians might 
have free Accefs to the Throne of God. And this Freedom, without any Re¬ 
ftraint, was the mappnaia, the Liberty, which they might ufe without any Fear of 
Death, or Harm, for entering within the Veil. In this Place then of this Epiftle, 
arappiuritt, is, a Liberty of Accefs to the Throne of God : An Advantage which 
no Chriftian is to give up. It is an Accefs to the Lord and Mafter of his Houfe or 
Family, not by any others as Mediators in the Family, but by and through the Son. 
alone'. 
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PARA P H RA S E. r E IT. 

C h at. hold the Liberty and the joyful Hope of 'eter- fWence, and the Re- 
riI ‘ nal Happinefs in which we boaft, fteady and j?y cin g the Hope 
uhmoVeable unto the End. 
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And the rejoycing of the Hope. K<ti ri xav'xn/en f iKiri<P&. The open Avowal 
of the Hope which we have of a future Reward. This is the Thing openly to be 
profefled, and fteadily to be adhered to, even unto the End, chap. x. 23. For if we 
Jin wilfully, after having received the Knowledge of the Truths there remainetb no more 
Sacrifice for Sins, hut a certain fearful looking for of Judgment, and fiery Indignation, 
which /hall devour the AdvehJary, ibid, ver. 26, 27, 31. 
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SECT. IV. 

CHAP. III. 7.—IV. 14. 


CONTENTS. 

T HE Apoftle having mentioned the Neceflity of holding 
faft that Liberty of Accefs to God, which the Hebrews 
had obtained through Chrift, and the juft Grounds of Hope 
of eternal Life, he proceeds in a long Exhortation to them 
not to do as their Forefathers had done in the Wildernefs, 
almoft as foon as the Promife of Reft was given them, to negledt 
and Defpife God’s gracious Promife, and thus to fall ftiort of the 
Rejl once intended for them. He firft then fhews the Reji promifed 
by Chrift to be much fuperior and more excellent than that 
promifed by Mofes: And cautions them to beware of that Infidelity 
which coft their Fathers fo dear, and would certainly be attended 
with more fatal ill Confequences under Chrift, than did attend 
thofe in the Wildernefs under Mofes. All this is a Digreflion from 
the Point he was upon, to which he does not return till towards 
the End of the next Chapter. 


TEXT PARAPHRASE. 


7, 8, 9, 10, ir. 

W HEREFORE 
as the Holy 
Ghoft fayeth, To day 


7, 8, 9, TT 7 E are the People of God, c h a p , 
10, 11. W if we continue ftedfaft. HI- 
Wherefore tie me advife you and exhort 1—1 " ¥ ~ mJ 
you in the Words of the Pfalmift, PJ'alm 

xcv. 7. 


NOTES on the Epistle to the H E B R E JVS. 

7. Wherefore as the Holy Ghoft faith. The Reafoning throughout thisEpiftle is in 
general taken from the State of the Children of Ifrael in the IVildernef ; and from 
what was done or faid there: And the Comparifon is run betwixt Chrift and Mofes, 
Chrift and the High Prieft, the Sacrifice of Chrift, and the Sacrifices then and there 
appointed : The Wildernefs in which the Jews wandered, and the prefent Life of 
Chriftians: The Land of Canaan , and the State of Happinefs or Reft to which 
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C l’ A r. we: re called by Chrift: "File People of God are calledoutof the World, as the Ifra- 
JI[. elites were out of Egypt: The People of God at prefent are going as it were thro’ the 
Wildtrncfs towards their Reft in Heaven, juft as theChildren of Ifrael were marching 
through the Wildemefs to Canaan. As this was the Plan of the Apoftle, he fpeaks 
about the Tabernacle, and the Jewifh Worfhip as at that Time, and does not fo much 
as mention the Temple (except poflibly in one Place) or the State of Things at the Time 
when he was writing. HisDefign was to fhew, that Jefus Cbrijl , and what he did, 
was much more excellent, and much more advantageous, than what Mofes was, 
or did. The fuperior Dignity of the Perfon of Chrift was (hewn, chap. i. The 
Reason of his Condefcenlion to become incarnate, in chap. ii. His Superiority to 
Jlltfes., in the prefent Chapter. He proceeds next, in a long Teeming Digreifion, 
to ihew, that the Rejl promifed by Chrift to his People, is much fuperior and more 
excellent than that 1 which Alofes propofed to the Children of Ifrael. From whence 
his Inference is as ftrong as poffible, that the Hebrew! ought to adhere ftedfaftly to 
■the Word preached by Chrift. 

When a Citation is made from the Books of the Old Teftament, as here is made 
from Pfiilm xcv. 8—II. the principal Enquiry is, what fuch Citation is made for: 
"Whether it be by way of Allufion , or Comparifon, or Prophecy, or to indicate Typi- 
.cctlnefs, or what is the End or Ufe of fuch Citation. When the Apoftle fays, that 
thus or thus faith the Holy Gbojl , that only implies a certain Fatft, that the Paflage 
•appealed to, was what proceeded from the Holy Ghoft: But for what End this was 
faid, muft appear from the Paflage itfelf, or the Declaration of him that cites it. 
In this Place of thisEpiflle, we have a Comparifon run between the Reft promifed 
to the Children of Ifrael , and a certain Reft promifed to the People of God by the 
•Gofpel of Jefus Chrift : But if any one fhould affirm or maintain from hence, that 
Canaan was a Type of Heaven, —he would go much further than his Text would 
authorize him. A Type is (in the Senfe I am here confidering it) an Example 
ordered by God, and dejigned by him to prefigure fomething/urare; And that which 
is prefigured is the Antitype. It is therefore eflential to a Type, that it fhould be de- 
figned to prefigure that which it reprefents: and this muft appear, not from Traditions 
or general Belief, or Coincidences of certain Circumfiances, or from Similitudes, 
which a lively Fancy may imagine between a couple of Things, but it muft be 
known from fufficient Authority, that the Intention was to prefigure the one by the 
other. For many Things may be like one another, and many Parallels may be 
drawn, and yet unlefs there be fome Declaration of the Intention to prefigure, it 
will be too hafty an Inference that God defigned, or inftituted, or appointed, thefe 
Ltkeneffes to make the one prefigure the other. If one were to fay, that the preach¬ 
ing the Gofpel is like fowing Seed in a Field ; or, all Flejh is Grafs ; no one would afTert 
from fuch Expreffions any Thing more than Allufions , or certain Similitudes, which 
explain or ferve to illuftrate this or that Propofition. Thefe Things were not infti- 
luted by God for fuch Ends, and therefore nobody fo much as thinks of Types and 
Antitypes when fuch Similitudes occur : And therefore unlefs there be fome - Decla¬ 
ration that one Thing is typical of another, it will be hardly poffible to prove it. 
The Wildernefs thro’ which the Children of Ifrael palled, is not to be proved to be a 
Type of the Difficulties which Chriftians pafs through in the prefent Life; nor is the 
Reft in the Land of Canaan a Type of a State of Security, £>uiet, and Happincf in 

Heaven, 
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TEXT. 


PARAPHRASE. 


if ye will hear his Voice, 
harden not your Hearts, 
as in the Provocation, 
in the Day of Tempta¬ 
tion in the Wildernefs: 
When your Fathers 
tempted me, proved 
me, and faw my Works 
Forty Years, where¬ 
fore was I grieved with 
that Generation, and 
laid. They do alway 
err in their Heart, and 
they have not known 
my Ways. So I fware 
in my Wrath, They 


xcv. 7—n. To Day if ye will hear his^ hap. 
Voice, harden not Tour Heart, and be not 
ftubborn and difobedient, as were our Fore- 
fathers, at Mafia and Mcribah in the Wil¬ 
dernefs, Exod. xvii. 2, 7, when they 
tempted God, and tried how far his Power 
and Goodnefs would extend. And indeed, 
notwithftanding all the Miracles done in Egypt, 
and in the Wildernefs, for Forty Years toge¬ 
ther, yet they were for purfuing their own 
Humours, and would not do as I commanded 
them. I was therefore grieved at the Per- 
verfenefs of that Generation, and faid, that 
lince they were fo obftinately bent againft my 
Ways,— In this Wildernefs Jhall they be confined, 
and in it fall they die. Numb. xvi. 35. None 
of them, except Jofhua and Caleb, fall 
enter into Canaan, the Place of their Ref. 

The Reafon why this fevere Threat 

was 
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Heaven, but a mere Allufion, or Cmnparifon: The one is no where faid to be ap¬ 
pointed by God, or deftgned by him to prefigure the Difficulties of a Chriftian’f 
Courfe ; nor the other, the Happinefs of a future Life. 

The Argument then of the Apoftle in this Place is very ftrong and clear, if un- 
derftood by way of Comparifon or Allufion. As formerly the Children of Ifrael 
were defigned for the Land of Canaan, but yet, by provoking God in the Wilder¬ 
nefs, they did not obtain that Reft from their Labours; fo now Chriftians, who 
are defigned for, and are promifed by God bis Refi, i. e. eternal Life in Heaven, 
will, if they provoke God by Difobedience, fall fhort of it in like Manner, and be 
expofed to his Wrath. 

9. And faw my Works Forty Years. It is of no Confcquence, whether we put the 
Stop here, and fay— They faw my Works Forty Years ; or as the LXX, and the 
Original have it— Forty Tears was I grieved with this Generation. The Men that 
went put of Egypt, were in a gradual, but continual Decay ; fome were cut off in 
one Place, fome in another, and all died in the Wildernefs. So that it is true, 
that They, the Children of Ifrael, faw my Works for Forty Years: Or, For Forty 
Tears was I grieved or difpleafed with that Generation, 

G 
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Chap, was given againft them, was their Provocation Awll not enter into my 
, in - of God, and their Difobedience to him, Reftl 
through Unbelief. 

12. Take heed therefore Brethren, left I2t Take J Bre ‘ 
there be in any of you an evil Heart of Unbe- ^""’you an evTl Hear" 
lief and Difobedience, which may tempt you 0 f Unbelief, in depart- 
to fall away, or rebel againft God, who liveth ing from the living 
for ever, one and the fame, and therefore ^od. 

muft always be equally offended with the fame 
Sins. 

13. But exhort and encourage one another .13. But exhort one 
every Day to a fteady Perfeverance in Duty; another dayly, while it 

and do this, as often as the Day comes, left “yol> u T be hardened 
any of you grow carelefs, and by that Means, through the Deceitful- 
lofe all Senfe of Obedience to God, through fulnefs of Sin: 
the pleafing Temptations of Sin : 

14. For the Benefits we have from Chrift, For we are made 

and that eternal Salvation , even our Ref , w/'hol^ht Begging 
which he has promifed to us, are only to be 0 f 0U r Confidence fted- 
had upon the Condition that we hold firm and faft unto the End. 
unfhaken, our Dependance, Hope, and Con¬ 
fidence, quite through our Lives. 

15. Mind 
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13, While it is called To day. *Ayeif « to artjjtfjv KtchUTai. While it is 1 
called To day, i. e. as long as you can ufe this Expreffion ; every Day. 

14. For we are made Partakers of Chrijl. MtTs^o; $ yiyiva.fj.iv ? Xg?ri 
This is much the fame with what the Apoftle had faid in the firft Verfe of this 
Chapter ,—Partakers of the Heavenly Calling by Chrift, i. e. called by Chrift to 
partake of eternal Happinefs, through a Life of Virtue and Obedience to God. 
To be Partakers of Chrijl is to be made Sharers with others, either of the Dodfrines 
taught by Chrift in the Gofpel, or of the Benefits and Advantages which are pro¬ 
mifed by, and to be obtained through him. It is the fame as to be meet to be 
Partakers of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, as we are tranfated into the King¬ 
dom of the Son, Col. i. 12. or Partakers of his Promife in Chrift by the Gofpel,. 
Eph. iii. 6. So, Partakers of the Holy Ghojl , Heb. vi, 4. is Partakers of the Gifts 
of the Holy Ghojl. 

If we hold the beginning of our Confidencef T riv a fyj iv ^ vVoraVtsif. The Word, 
Coric-etcrtf, Confidence , is ufed in the Old Teftament. for Hope at Expectation. 1 


. k r 'A 


have 


-t 
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TEXT. 

15. While it is faid, 
To day if ye will hear 
hear his Voice, harden 
not your Hearts as in 
the Provocation. 

16. For fome when 
they had heard did pro¬ 
voke : Howbeit not all 


PARAPHRASE. 

15. Mind I fay inftantly, and come to an Chap. 
immediate Refolution, even whilft I am fpeak- ]_ 
ing— To day if ye will hear his Voice, harden 

not your Hearts as in the Provocation. 

16. For it may be now as it was formerly: 

Some of them that came out of Egypt, whilft 
they were hearing the Report of the State of 
the Land of Canaan, were for making to 
themfelves a Captain, and returning into Egypt, 
and were for ftoning them with Stones that 
advifed them not to rebel againft the Lord. 

It 
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have already, upon Chap i. 3. produced Inftances of this Ufage from Ruth i. 12. 
and Ezek. xix. 5. Here the Word is ufed for that Hope or Expectation which is 
laid or grounded upon Jefus ChriJT. Thus too, the fame Word, 'n^nin which 
in Lamentations iii. 18. is rendered, «' ikotU /ue, is rendered, Pfalm xxxix. 
7. ii vTora<r/f jUu. It fignifies too a firm Foundation, and is the Tranflation of 
Pfalm Ixix. 2. I fink in deep Mire, where is no Handing, £ in tr/v 
1 ’oroo-aais, LXX. What here the Apoftle juft mentions, heprofecutesat large, chap. 
x. 23—27. 35—39. chap. xi. throughout. 

15. While it is faid. Today. ’Ev rS hiyiSst,. liver. 14. be read as in a Pa- 
renthefis, then ev 7 S ViyiSt^, will be a refuming what he had faid, ver. 13. 
“ Exhort one another eveiy Day, whilft you are faying, or can fay. To day if ye 

will hear his Voice.” Many Inftances may be produced, where ev t X, relates to 
the prefentTime of doing fuch or fuch A<£ls. Thus Pfalm. xli. 10. ’Ev ro hiyuv, 
Whilfi they fay every Day to me. Where is now thy God ? In the fame Pfalm, ver. 3. 
ev 7 b Viyilfi jj.01, While they fay unto me, or, whilft it is faid unto me. So, ev t £ 
etTorestfiiva/ t eyfl plv /j.ts. TVhilft , or in the turning back of mine Enemy. Pfalm 
ix. 1. ev T<u tyy i^erv e t’ tfsi. When mine Enemies came upon me, or, whilft they 
were doing fo. The Connexion then with the 13th and 14th Verfes is, Exhort one 
another every Day j let there be no Failure ; even whilft you are able to fay the 
Words; Iofe no Time, but take heed left there be in any of you an evil Heart of 
Unbelief. 

16. For fome when they did hear did provoke. T/ver $ ax.iox.vhi 'srapeTixgjtvav. 
The Reafoning is thus; Dq ye every Day exhort one another to keep fteady to 
your Faith. Go about this inftantly, even whilft it is faying, Today: And do 
not delay, or put it off, for , you fee in Fa<ft, that fome when they had heard, yet 
obftinately provoked. Take care that you be not like them, either in finning as 
they did, or in fuffering as they did. 
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TEXT. 


Chap. It was not indeed All that came out of Egypt 
HI- under the Guidance of Mofes, that did fo. 
v '~ rw_ ~ y And fo it may be now with us: Some that 
have heard the Promifes of Chrijl, may grow 
carelefs, and by Degrees apoftatize from a 
Belief of the Promifes, and draw down the 
Anger of God upon them. But they who are 
convinced of the Truth of the Gofpel, will 
fteadily perfevere in it. 

17. But with what People was he difpleafed 
during the Forty Years that the Children of 
Ifrael were in the Wildernefs ? Was it not 
with thofe who adled in Oppofition to his 
Schemes ? Was it not with thofe who mur¬ 
mured againft God, and who all died, with¬ 
out feeing the promifed Land, the Rejl defign- 
ed for them ? 

18. And concerning whom did he fwear 
that they fhould not enter into his Reft, fay¬ 
ing, Surely there Jhall not one of theje Men of 
this evil Generation fee that good Land, •which I 
fware to give unto your Fathers ? Deut. i. 35. 
Concerning whom was this faid, but fuch as 
did not believe and obey him ? 

19. And thus we fee, and it is as clear as 
poflible, that the Reafon why they could not 
enter into the Place defigned for their Reft, 
after their wandering in the Wildernefs, was, 
becaufe of their Unbelief and Difobedience . 


that came out of Egypt 
by Mofes. 


17. But with whom 
was he grieved Forty 
Years ? Was it not with 
them that had finned, 
whofe Carcafles fell in 
the Wildernefs ? 


18. And to whom 
fware he, that they 
fhould not enter his 
Reft, but to them who 
believed not ? 


19. So then we fee 
that they could not en¬ 
ter in becaufe of Unbe¬ 
lief. 


CHAP. 



Epistle to the HEBREWS. 


CHAP. IV. 


tex r: 

l. Let us therefore 
fear, left a Promife be¬ 
ing left us of entering 
into bis Rejl , any of 
you fhould feem to 
come fhort of it. 


2. For unto us was 
the Gofpel preached, as 
well as unto them : But 
the Word preached did 
not profit them, not 


PA RA PHRASE. 

r. Let us therefore be exceedingly cautious Chap 
and fearful, left the Promife made to us of iy. 
his Reft (an Entrance to which has been 
opened unto us) any of you fhould fail of 
what you may have, if it be not through 
your own Faults. 

2. (For we have had the good News of a 
Rejl preached to us, in like Manner, as they 
had a Rejl preached unto them. But as the 
Word of Promife which they heard was of no 
Advantage to them, nay, was the Reafon of 
their Condemnation to die in the Wildernefs, 
becaufe it was not thoroughly received and as 
it were incorporated with Faith, fo fhould 
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Ver. i. Let us therefore fear , left a Promife being left us of entering into his Refl. 
toCHQU/j.iv kv jji ii nautKatrouirnt iora.yyiKia.t turtrSiiv. The Promife of God’s- 
Reft fignifies fuch a Ref} as his is, viz. a State of Peace and Enjoyment, and Free¬ 
dom from Labour. When a Refl was promifed to the Children of Ifrael, it was a 
Freedom from the Uneafinefies and Dangers of the Wildernefs. God’s Refl, when- 
promifed to Ckriflians, is a Freedom from Troubles in a State of eternal Happinefs. 
A Promife then of this fort being made to us, we are to take care not to negledt, or 
defpife, but to pay all due Regard to it. 

2. Unto us was the Gofpel preached. ’'F '.apevr ivayytKitfAvot. The Children of 
Ifrael had a Promife of Refl made to them ; and fo have we as well as they. The 
Word, Gofpel, fignifies properly good News, or good Tidings, and that is the Mean¬ 
ing of that Word here. But as that Term is now appropriated by Cuftom to the 
particular good Tidings of Chrift, it renders this Paflage very obfeure* to call the 
good Tidings of a Rejl, the Gofpel. The Meaning is—We Chriftians have had the 
joyful Tidings of God’s Refl, or a State of Happinefs-in a Cefiation from all our La¬ 
bours, preached to us, as well as the Children of Ifrael had to them. 

But the Word preached did not profit them. ’Aaa’u* apfawe-ty o d itjconr 

txtivoH. The Word of hearing did not profit them. The Word heard by them was- 

no Advantantage to them. They heard, chap. iii. 16. but difobeyed. 
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PARAPHRASE . . TEXT. 

Ch a p. we take care and hold faft the Faith in Chrift, being mixed with Faith 
* k • and not defpife or forfake it.) £n them £lllt ^ ear< ^ 

' 3. For all we which have believed, are to 3. For we which 

enter into a Reft, a Reft perfedt from all our have believed do enter 

Labours: A better Reft than what was. pro- ^ave" Vom in my 

mifed to thofe of old ; and which they fell Wrath, if they (hall 

lhort of, as it is faid, I fware .in my Wrath if enter into my Reft. 

they jhall enter into my Reft. And indeed, the 

Reft we are to enter into, is God's Reft, fu- 

perior to, and more excellent than, the Reft 

promifed to them who came out of Egypt. • 

It is indeed fuch a Reft as God himfelf entered 

into 

N O T E S on the Epistle to the HEBREWS. 

Not being mixed with Faith in them that heard. M« truyx.iKpa/Av<& 7 ? vrtcet 
tok dx,ira.ffiv. The Word heard not being believed, or attended to, by them that 
heard, it was of no Advantage or Service to them. The figurative Word, mixed , 
is here taken from the fo mixing Things together, as fully to incorporate them. 
Had thofe who heard the Promife of a Reji received it with Faith, and heartily be¬ 
lieved it as they ought, they would not have fallen fhort of it by dying in the Wil- 
dernefs. I muft obferve, that moft Manufcript Copies read it truyniK^.^iAvvo ; 
and then it relates not to the Word fpoken , but to the Perfons fpoken to: And then 
it fignifies their not loving, not being rightly difpofed to attend to it: And in this 
Senfe this Word is ufed. Vid. Pollux, lib. v. c 20. So that if the Reading be auy- 
HiKgay.iv<&, relative to the Word fpoken, it means, that That ought to be well mixed 
with Faith, and that it make as it were one Mafs; if it refers to the Perfons fpoken 
to, it implies, that thy fhould not only have Faith, but love it, and be friendly to¬ 
wards it. 

3. For we which have believed do enter into Rtfl. This ftands connected with the 
former Part of the preceding Verfe. Unto ut was the good Tidings of a Reft 
preached as well as unto them. For all we who have believed do enter into Reft. 

As he faid, as I have fworn in my Wrath, if they Jhall enter into my ReJl. The 
Senfe of this Place is plainly imperfedl, but may be fupplied in fome fuch Manner as 
this. “ We have had a ReJl preached and promifed to us, as well as they had; 
“ and indeed a more excellent Reft than they had. The Reft which was preached to 
“ them, they, for want of Faith, and for afting difobediently, did not enter into, 
“ as appears from that Declaration of God— As I fware in my Wrath if they Jhall 
“ enter into my ReJl. But that ReJl which is preached unto us, is a far fuper-ior and 
“ advantageous Reft, even fuch a Reft as God himfelf entered into when his Works 
“ were finished, at the Creation of the World.” 
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text. paraphrase. 


Although the Works 
were finifhed from the 
Foundation of the 
World. 

4. For he fpake in a 
certain Place of the fe- 


into after the Creation j when his Works were C 
done, and he had laid the Foundations of the 
World, that is, a State of Quiet and perfedt 
Happinefs.- To fhew this, let it be obferved, 
4,1' 5. That the Scripture fpeaks in a cer¬ 
tain Place concerning the Seventh Day, God 

did 
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Although the Works were finijhed from the Creation of the World. We Chriftians- 
have a Reft promifed to us ; fuch as is eminently called, God's Rejl, and my Rejl 
and it is fpoken of when the Creation was over, and confequently is quite different 
from that which was fpoken of to the Children of Ifrael in the Wildernefs. It is- 
not therefore the Land of Canaan , which is eminently called my Rejl , but a State- 
where there is to be no more Labour nor Sorrow. They Jhall hunger no more, neither thirjl 
any more, neither Jhall the Sun light on them, nor any Heat: But the Lamb which is in 
the midjl of the Throne Jhall feed them, and lead them to living Fountains of Watery, 
and .God Jhall wipe aiuay all Tears from their Eyes. Rev. vii. 16, 17. The Rejl 
promifed to the Jews was indeed a Ceffation from the Labour and Fatigues in the 
Wildernefs, by their taking Pofleflion of Canaan : But that promifed to us Chrifti- 
ans is quite of a different Kind ; it is fuch as God himfelf entered into when his 
Works were finifhed at the Creation of the World. 

Kii to/, does not in this Place fignify, although, but for indeed, or for. And 
the true Meaning is—All we that believe are to enter into God’s Reft j not that 
which the Children of Ifrael entered into, and was then called my Reft ; But that 
which was eminently fo called ; That which was fo called when the World was 
made. There are then two different Things fpoken of under the Terms, my Rejl, 
The one, That at the End of the Creation, when God’s Works were finilhed; the 
other, when the Ifraelites entered Canaan. This latter is but a Trifle compared 
with the former : For that of which we have the good News, fignifies a State of 
perferft Happinefs and Reft'from all Labour and burdenfome Fatigue ; and this is the 
State which all who believe and obey are to enter into. So that the Meaning-is, We 
Believers enter into his Reft, (for his Works were finifhed from the Creation) or we 
who have believed enter into the Reft of God, fuch as it is at prefent, for his Works- 
were all over when the World was made ; whilft others who did not believe, did not 
enter into what was called his Reft, as appears from what is faid, if they enter into 
my Reft. 

4, For he fpake in a certain Place. Eipwct yap mv. Here the Supplemental No¬ 
minative Cafe is ypa.<(ti, the Scripture, not he. Or it is to be underftood imperfo- 
nally, as in other Citations in this Epiftle. It is faid concerning the Seventh Day r 
And God did reft from all his Labours, Gen. ii. 2, 3, 
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Chap, did reft on the Seventh Day from all his Works 
IV - And again, when it fpeaks of the Children of 
* IJrael’ s entering into Relf, and declares that 
they fhould not enter into it, it was meant by 
this' Promife, that they fliould have a Cedi'tion 
from all that Fatigue in the Wildernefs,land 
fliould enjoy Peace, and Quiet, and Security, 
and Happinefs, in Canaan: in this he did not 
fpeak of what is by way of Eminence called 
his Reit. For ifi , 

6. This joyous Reft is to be entered into 
by fome ; and they to whom the firft Mention 
of Reft was promifed and preached, failed of 
even that, bv Reafon of their Incredulity. 

I muft add, 2 dly. That 

7. Long after the Days of Mofes, no lefs 
than 450 Years after, God fpeaks of a certain 

precife 

NOTES on the Epistle to the HEBREWS. 

•5. And in ibis Place again. If they Jhall enter into my Riji. i. e. It is /aid in 
Scripture, or the Scripture faith, Pfalm xcv. 11. 

6 . Seeing therefore it remaineth that fome mujl enter therein. ’Exsi SV *Voasixst«/ 
Titao tio-indeir ii( auTi'ir. The Difficulty here is, how does it appear from the Paf- 
fages cited, that any were to enter into God’s Reft ? That the incredulous and difo- 
hedient Children of Ifrael were not to enter Canaan, the Place of their Reft, ap¬ 
pears, becaufe God had declared that that Generation fhould not enter into it. But 
whence does it appear that any were to enter into that Reft eminently fo called? 
TheReafoning is this. Firji, There is fuch a Re/i of God. This is proved from 
what the Scripture faith, God rejied the Seventh Day from all his Works. Secondly , 
That Reft which is fpoken of, and which the Children of Ifrael did not enter into, 
was not that Reft of God j but though it be called his Reft, yet it is not defigned to be 
a Deflation from all Labour, but only from the Labour in the Wildernefs. Since 
then the Reft of God remained unpoflefled, notwithftanding yojhua gave the People 
under his Charge Pofleffion of Canaan, and we are invited ftill to come into the Reft 
of God, there muft be fuch a State to and for the People of God. 

7. Again he limiteth a certain Time. Tldhiti tW opines v. The Scripture 
mentions God’s Reft again with a ftrong Exhortation to the People, in David’s 
Days; and he gives a ftrong Encouragement to them not to harden their Hearts: 

And 


TEXT. 

venth Day on this wife, 
and God did reft the 
feventh Day from all 
his Works. 

5. And in this Place 
again, If they fhall en¬ 
ter into my Reft. 


6. Seeing therefore it 
remaineth that fome 
muft enter therein, and 
they to whom it was 
firft preached, entered 
not in becaufe of Unbe¬ 
lief— 

7. Again, he limi¬ 
teth a certain Day, 
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PARAPHRASE. 


faving in David, To 
day, after fo long a 
Time, as is faid, To 
day if ye will hear his 
Voice, harden not your 
Hearts. 


8 . For if Jefus had 
given them Reft, then 
would he not afterward 
have fpoken of another 
Day. 


9. There remaineth 
therefore a Reft to the 
People of God. 


precife Time mentioned by David, and which Chap. 
is expreflly limited to the Time immediately 
then prefent, faying, To day if ye will hear his 
Voice, harden not your Hearts as in the Pro¬ 
vocation, in the Day of Temptation in the 
Wildernefs. The People I fay in David’s 
Time were encouraged to enter into God’s 
Reji. Canaan therefore, though it was a 
Land of Reft to the Children of IJracl , was 
not that Reji that was eminently called God’s 
Reji, and to which good Men were invited in 
David’s Days. 

8. For if fojhua, when he took Pofleffion. 
of the Land of Canaan , had given them the 
Ref of God, Canaan had been the Reft which 
God intended. But that cannot be the true 
Reji promifed by God, becaufe David fpeaks 
of it as ftill future , and to be acquired by fuch 
as were ready and willing in bis Time to 
hearken to the Voice of God. 

9. There remaineth therefore a State of 
Reft, Security and Happinefs to the People of 
God; a State which is preached now to us, 
and which Incredulity and Wickednefs will 
as certainly exclude us from, as it did our 
Forefathers from the Reft promifed to them. 

10. Nor 
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And even fo many Years after Mofes was dead and gone, he ufes the Expreffion, 
To day ; an Expreffion which implies prefent Time, and a Reft different from that 
of Canaan, and what the Faithful even then were to enjoy. 

8. For if Jefus had given them Reji, i. e. Jolhuah. Had the Pofleffion of Ca¬ 
naan been the Reji of God, (which fojhuah put the Children of Ifrael in Pofleffion 
of) it is impoflible that David, fo many Years after Mofes or Jofhuah’s Days, could 
talk of a Reji to be entered into, if they were already in Pofleffion of God’s Reft. 

9. There remaineth therefore a Reft to the People of God. “Aga d.TOAiii'i'ja.i attCCd.- 
TittMi tS Aaa r 0 e». The Word hitherto ufed for Reji, has been, Ka.7d.ota.va1s, Ctf- 

H fation 
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TEX T. 


Chap. jo. Nor muft we give over till we are in 
L , aftual Pofleflion of this happy State j for he 
only that has the Enjoyment of this eternal 
Reft in Heaven, can ceafe, or has ceafed, 
from all his Labours, and be happy as God 
is, fince he has ceafed from his Works, as 
God has from his. 

11. Let us ufe therefore all Diligence and 
Attention to attain this happy State, this Reji 
with God, this eternal Life which is promifed 
by Chrift: For the fame Unbelief which was 
the Ruin of thofe who died in the Wildernefs, 
and made them not enter Canaan , will be as 
pernicious to us, and prove equally an Ob- 
ftruttion to our Happinefs, as theirs did to 
them, if we follow their Example of Unbe¬ 
lief. 

12. For 


io. For he that is 
entered into his Reft, 
he alfo hath ceafed from 
his own Works, as 
God from his. 


II. Let us labour 
therefore to enter into 
that Reft, left any Man 
fall after the fame Ex¬ 
ample of Unbelief. 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the HE B RE W S. 

fatten from Work , ReJl. Here a new Term is introduced, 'S.tt££a]io-/j.o<, fuch a 
Reft as was proper to the Seventh Day on which God refted. The Apoftle had faid, 
ver. 6. that the ReJl of God was left unpoftefted. That Generation which Jo/hua 
led into Canaan did not take Pofleflion of God’s Reft ; for God, 450 Years after¬ 
wards, fpeaks of his ReJl as to be ftill to be entered into. Therefore his ReJl ftill re¬ 
mained for the People of God. All that is here faid is to urge the Hebrews to conti¬ 
nue ftedfaft in their Faith , by proving to them that the ReJl of God , preached to us by 
Chrift, is more advantageous, and much fuperior to that which was promifed by 
Mofes. It was a State of perfect Happinefs, Peace, Quietnefs in Heaven ; it was 
fuch a Ceftation from Labour as God himfelf enjoyed after the Creation. This 
Reft therefore ought to be the great Objeft of our Care, the grand Point to be adhered 
to: And the Principle by which it Was to be attained to, was a Faith firm and un- 
fhaken. 

II. After the fame Example of Unbelief. ’Ev tb aura v-nof tty petri ■aioif A 
aorioidt. The Word, iorbi'ttyn*, is properly an Example either to imitate , or avoid 
doing the like. So, lhave given you an Example, viroJ'&y/j.a., that ye Jhould do 
as l .have done to you, John xiii. 15. Take the Prophets for an Example, CoroJ'etyie.ct, 
of fuffering Affliction, Jam. v. io. Turning the Cities of Sodom and Gomorrah in¬ 
to AChes—making them, C’xhJ'tiyfj.a., an Enfample to thofe that after Jhould live un¬ 
godly. 
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12. For the Word 12. For the Word of God, which has af- C 
of God is quick, and f urec [ us G f this R e fl, is not a dead infignificant 

than any two edged Tbin g> but attive, and always continues the 
fame : It is powerful and efficacious ; it enters 
deeper than any two edged Sword; it pene¬ 
trates even to the Diviiion of Soul and Spirit, 
how clofely foever thefe may be joined ; it 

enters 
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godly. In this Epiftle to the Hebrews it is thrice ufed. In the prefent Place, where 
it fignifies an Example fet by others to us, or of us to others : Lejl any one Jhould 
fall , or perifh, by following the fame Example which was fet by the Children of 
Jfrael to us, or our Example of Unbelief fet by us to others. In the other two 
Places, it fignifies, Patterns of Things Jbewn. Thus, chap. ix. 23. It was necejfary 
that the Patterns of Things in the Heavens, i. e. Patterns of Things fhewn to Mo- 
fes, and by him followed. And laftly, IVho ferve unto, uoroJ'i'iy/xa.Tt, the Exam¬ 
ple and Shadow of Heavenly Things, as Mofes was admoni/bed of God, when he was 
about to ntake the Tabernacle j for fee, faith he, that thou make all Things according to 
the Pattern jhewed thee in the Mount, chap. viii. 5. This Word therefore fignifies 
no where any Thing but an Example or a Pattern given, which others are to imitate 
or avoid ; and does not imply any Prefiguration, or Reprefentation with an intend¬ 
ed View to any particular Thing befides, but it is in general, an Example, which 
agrees to any or all that heed it. 

12. For the IVord of God is quick. _ Zav ys 0 r 0=?. The Word of God is 

living. The Word of God which has promifed to the Faithful an Entrance into 
God’s Reft, in David ’s Time, and now to us, is not a Thing which died, or was 
forgot as foon as it was uttered; but it continues one and the fame to all Genera¬ 
tions. The Word of our God fiiall Hand for ever, Ifa. xl. 8. So fhall my Word be 
that goeth forth out of my Mouth ; it ftiall not return unto me void ; but it ftiall 
accomplifh that which I pleafe, Ifa. lv. 11. The very Manner of Expreflion is 
not unfrequent in other Authors. As for Truth, it endureth, and is always ftrong, 
it liveth and conquereth for evermore, 1 Efdras iv. 38. The Meaning therefore is 
much the fame as what Ifaiah fays, chap. li. 6. My Salvation flsall be for ever, and 
my Righteoufnefs Jhall not be abolilhed. 

And powerful. ’Evifynt. Efficacious, aeftive, fufficient (if it be not aftually 
hindered) to produce it’s Effafts, effectual, Philemon 6. 

And jbarper than a two edged Sword. To^sirsp®* Corif. More cutting than. 
The Word of God penetrates deeper into a Man than any Sword : It enters into 
the very Soul and Spirit ; to all our Senfations, Paffions, Appetites, nay to our ve¬ 
ry Thoughts, and fits as Judge of the moft fecret Intentions, Contrivances, Senti¬ 
ments of the Heart. 

Piercing even to the dividing afunder of Soul and Spirit. When the Soul is thus 
diftinguifhed from the Spirit—by the former is meant that inferior Faculty by which 

Ha we 
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hap. enters into the Limits of Joints and Marrow; 
IV- it fits in Judgment upon the Thoughts and 
' fecret Intentions of the Heart, nor can any 
Thing, how private foever, efcape the Know¬ 
ledge of God, 

13. So that no Creature whatever, is, or 
can be, concealed from him; but all Things 
are as naked and open to him, who is our 
Judge, of whom we fpeak, and to whom 
we mufl account, as is the Meat in a Market 
to us after it is fkinned, and laid open, and 
we can look upon and examine it perfectly. 


Sword, piercing cen 
to the dividing afunder 
of Sou) and Spirit, and 
of the Joints and Mar¬ 
row, and is a Difcerner 
of the Thoughts, and 
Intents of the Heart, 

13. Neither is there 
any Creature that is not 
manifeft in his S'ght ; 
but all Things are naked 
and open unto the Eyes 
of him with whom we 
have to do;. 
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we think of, and defire, what concerns the prefent Being and Welfare. By Spirit , 
is meant a fuperior Power, by which we prefer future Things to prelent; by which 
we are directed to purfue Truth and Right above all Things, and even to defpife 
what is agreeable to our prefent State, if it Hands in Competion with, or is preju¬ 
dicial to, future Happinefs. 

13. All Things are naked and open unto the Eyes of him with whom we have to do. 
’Tl'lef.yjihio (Asa. 7 ol( offlaA/uoif ad tb, -srpor of li /jliv 0 hoy&-. I have exprefled 
in the Paraphrafe the Thing defigned by From this Cuftom of 

lkinning a Bead quite to the Neck, and at laji fkinning Neck and all, this Word 
comes to fignify in general, quite open, made open to View in every Part, and thence, 
made manifejl. Moll of our Commentators here think, that the Allufion is to Sa¬ 
crifices, or to what is done in flaying them. But I have not met with this Word 
ufed as a Sacrifical Term any where. Phavorinus is produced, who fays, that it 
fignifies to cut in two, or to cut through the Back-Bone j and hence it comes to fig- 
nify metaphorically to be manifeji and laid open. But why this Term is applied to 
a Viftim in particular, is not faid. It feemsto have been metaphorically taken from 
what is conftantly done in Markets, where Butchers begin always to flay their Sheep 
or Bullocks from the hinder Parts down to the Neck. And when the whole is Ikin- 
ned and Jlripped, fo that the Carcafs may be feen quite over, then is it faid to be 
quite uncovered, naked, all the covering to be pulled off. The Sacri- 
fical Term for faying , was Vife-.v, or exJ'tped': but I do not remember the Word 
‘re?-X nKt ^ to be ufed on fuch Occafion : And the Metaphor taken from the Manner 
of fkinning Beafts for fale in the Market, is much more eafy and natural. The 
Beaft is always firft hung up by the hind Legs, then it is opened, and the Inwards 
taken out; then is it flayed, beginning at the Legs quite down to the Neck, and 
when the Neck itfelf is flayed, the whole Beaft is laid naked and open. 

JVith whom we have to do. ripor or i][uv i hoy&. Which may either fignify, 
concerning whom we are fpeaking. So the Word, ‘srpor, is frequently ufed: Or, 
with whom we have to do j or, to whom we muft give an Account. 

SEC T. 
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SECT. V. 

CHAP. IV. 14.-V. 12. 


CONTENTS. 

T H E Apoftle having finifhed this Digreffion about the Reft 
of God, and having Ihewn what he always keeps in View, 
the fuperior Advantage of what is to be had by (Thrift, above what 
was to be had in or by the Law, he returns to what he had been 
faying, Chap. ii. 17. iii. 1. That it behoved (Thrift to be made like 
his Brethren in all Things , that he might be merciful , and a faithful 
High Prieft in Things pertaining to God , to make Reconciliation for 
the Sins of the People. (Thrift has been proved fuperior to Mofes ; 
and the Rejl he promifed, fuperior to that of Canaan. Here he 
begins to treat of (Thrift as our High Priejl , ftill with a View of 
(hewing his Superiority to that of the JewiJh High Prieft. And 
having mentioned what were the peculiar Qualifications which 
were to be defired, or required, in a High Prieft, and having alrea¬ 
dy fhewn the Superiority to Mofes —Both faithful, but one as a Son, 
the other as a Servant in the fame Houfe, viz. God’s Houfe—The 
Apoftle proceeds to (hew, that Jefus had in an eminent Manner all 
the Qualifications for an High Prieft : That he was equal to Aaron 
in that which was peculiar to Aaron ; and then he proves him to. 
be fuperior to Aaron in many refpedts, in chap. vii. 


TEX T. 

14.QEEIN G then 
O that we have a 
great High Prieft, that 
is pafled into the Hea- 


PARAPHRASE. 


14. 


H 


A V I N G then a great High Chap. 
Prieft, one that is merciful and . . 
faithful, who has pafled through the Hea¬ 
vens 
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14. Paffed into the Heavens. A/sAnAi/flom tk{ Pafed through the Hea¬ 

vens, to the Higheft Heavens, or Heaven of Heavens, that he might fit on the 
Right Hand of the Father , or of Majejly on high, chap. i. 3. 
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Chap, vens, in order to obtain the Higheft, where 
• , God himfelf refides, and who is fat down on 
the Right Hand of the Majelty on high, 
■even Jcfits the Son of God, let us hold fall 
our Profellion of Chrill, Heady as long as we 
live. 

15. For we have not an High Prieft who 
cannot or will not be touched with the Feeling 
of, or fympathize with, our Weaknefles, or 
that does not know what it is to bear up againfl 
Evils, or how hard it is for Flelh and Blood 
to refill them. No; He was in all Things 
tried like us; pierced through, and put to 
Death, as other Men are; only remember 


vens, Jefus the Son of 
God, let us hold fait our 
Profellion. 


15. For we have not 
a High Prieft which 
cannot be touched with 
the Feeling of our In¬ 
firmities ; but was in 
all Points tempted like 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the HEBREWS. 

Jefus the Son of God. The Angel faid unto Mary, That Holy Thing which 
Shall be born of thee, (hall be called the Son of God, Luke i. 35. 

Let us hold fajl our Profeffion. Kpur^uiv •f o/j-ohoy'uti- Let us hold fteadiiy our 
Profellion of Faith in him. It is faid of John Baptijl , He confejfed, and denied not, 
but confejfed, I am not the Chrijl, John i. 20. i. e. He openly profejfed this Truth. 
Hence becaufe at Baptifm every Convert declared openly his Aflent to the Truth of 
Chriftianity, it was called in general, ipj-oMyia, Profeffion. Hence too, when 
^Difficulties have arifen, and Men have fteadiiy perfevered in their Faith, they are 
faid to profefs a good Profeffion, I Tim. vi. 12. 

15. Touched with a Feeling of our Infirmities. 'Z.ufJ.iraQ'tttxdLi rail! ci^nvtuu; hjj.av. 
So, chap. x. 34. Ye had Companion of me in my Bonds, ovvwra.bltaa.'li, i. e. 
touched with a feeling of my Bonds, or deeply affefted with Concern on Account of 
them. 

But was in all Points tempted as we are. ’nsvetpa.ffy.ivev 3' host a. <uavra. na 6 ’ ouoi- 
iru'ja. In all Things tempted according to a Likenefs. So, chap. ii. 18. For in 
that he hath fuffertd being tempted, he is able to fuccour them that are tempted. He 
underwent the Tryal of Sufferings, and of Death itfelf, juft as we do. Many Co¬ 
pies read here TttTHp<tiJ.tvov, pierced through, inftead of ‘aiTtipafpitvov, tempted. 
So it is printed in Cepbaleeus's Edition at Straiburgh, 1524; in the London -Edition, 
1622; in Robert Stephens’s, 1549; in out Polyglot. The Meaning then is, that 
he was pierced through, or underwent in the fevereft Manner all the Evils of Life, 
juft as we common Mortals do. 

Like as we are. Kafi’ op.o/cTiija, i. e. oftm Aft V. So Origen de Orat. c. 51. 
like to us. 
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as we are, yet without that he was without Sin, and on that Account Cha p, 
Sin - might have pleaded an Exemption from Evils. IV - 

16. Let us therefore 16. Let us therefore who have embraced 
come boldly unto the Dodtrines of Chrift, and believe in him, 

we h m" y ISinMefcy! come with Freedom and Boldnefs ; not fright- 
and find Grace to help ned by any Dangers or Sufferings, from the 
in Time of Need. Faith we have embraced : Let us come I fay 
boldly to the Throne of God, who has fhewn 
us all fuch Favour, that we may obtain Mercy 
in the Forgivenefs of our Sins, and find Kind- 
nefs in having feafonable Help whenever we 
ftand in Need of it. I mentioned Jefus as 
our High Prieft; 
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Yet without Sin. Xap/f auapTi'ar. JVithout Sin. We have added the Word, 
Yet, in our Verfion. The Temptations or Tryals here mentioned, are of Perfec¬ 
tions and Affliftions. Chrift underwent all this, and even Death itfelf: And he 
flood firm, and went through them all without any falling away from the Truth, or 
doing any Thing amifs. We therefore Ihould aft with the like Refolution. Or 
the Meaning may be, and which feems more natural, That we Ihould hold faft 
our Profeffion, becaufe we have an High Prieft that knows how to fympathize with 
us, and will be the more inclined to favour us, fince, though he was without Sin, 
yet he was perfefted through Sufferings, chap. ii. io. 

16. The Throne of Grace. That Throne on which God, who has fhewn us fo 
great Favour through Chrift Jefus, fits. Let us come not fearful, not diftruftful, 
not under any Concern or Anxiety, to the Throne of God the Father, through our 
High Prieft Jefus Chrift. 

That we may obtain Mercy. That all our Sins, not only thofe committed before 
our Converfion, but likewife thofe which we may be guilty of afterwards, may be 
not imputed to us. 

And find Grace to help in Time of Need. Kit? yfiexv lilfopiv tie tHnitifjv QoiiBeidV. 
And that we may find Favour to have Help whenever it is wanted : Seafonable, op¬ 
portune, Help, if at any Time we Ihould fall into Times of Perfecutions or any 
other great Difficulties oi Diftrefles. 


CHAP, 
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TEXT. 


Y p ' i. Now every High Prieft taken from a- 
.^mong Men, as Aaron and his Succeflors are, 
is appointed to adt in behalf of Men before 
God; to offer Gifts and Sacrifices for Sins, 
and by that Means to reftore that Friendfhip 
which was forfeited or loft by their finning. 

2. And 


i. For every High 
Prieft taken from a- 
mong Men is ordained 
for Men in Things per¬ 
taining to God, that he 
may offer both Gifts 
and Sacrifices for Sins. 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the HE B R E TVS. 

Chap. V. ver. I. For every High Prieji taken from among Men. This Hands 
connected with the preceding Verfe, Let us come boldly to the Throne of Grace — For 
that .every High Prieft—is ordained—that he may offer Gifts and Sacrifices for Sins ; 
as that laft Verfe of the preceding Chapter is in Confequence of what is faid, ver. 
14. We have a great High Prieft that is pafted into the Heavens. Here the Cha¬ 
racter and Office of an High Prieft are both mentioned—That he is to offer Gifts 
and Sacrifices for Sins: That he can have Compaffton on others: That he muff facri- 
fice for himfelf: That he muft be peculiarly appointed to this Dignity by God. Thefe 
are the Offices and Duty of every High Prieft taken from among Men; and thefe are 
fo exprefsly laid down, that the Apoftle might the more clearly fhew the Superiority 
of Chrift to the Jewijh High Prieft in each of thefe RefpeCts. From whence the 
Conclufion is plain, Let us holdfajl our Profeffon. 

The firft Character is. Every High Prieji taken from among Men, is ordained 
for Men in Things pertaining to God , that he may offer both Gifts and Sacrifices for 
Sin. This is the Office of an High Prieft, taken from among Men ; and in this, 
Chrift, who was not taken from among Men, aCted as the High Prieft did. What 
is meant by— ordained for Men in Things pertaining to God —will be eafily under- 
flood from Exod. xviii. where Mofes’ s Father in Law gave him this Advice 
—Be thou for the People , to Godward , that thou mayejl bring their Caufes unto 
God. In the LXX it is, I'ti's <rv ra A a.a t d arpor r d-iov, xj doo'iciis 7«r Koy<s< 
aCiuv <0(0! t The High Prieft was a Mediator for the People, tranfaCling 

their Affairs which had a Relation to God : e. g. He was in virtue of his Office to 
offer Gifts and Sacrifices unto God, and thus to reftore all Friendjhip which had been 
broken, between them. How our Saviour did this, is treated more at large, 
chap. ix. 24—28. Here no more need be faid, than that our Saviour appeared in 
the True Holy of Holies in the Prefence of God for us; and there offered himfelf 
having done the Wiil of his Father in all Things for the purging or cleanfingus from 
Sin. 
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2. YVho can have 
Companion on the Ig¬ 
norant, and on them 
that are out of the 
Way: For that he him- 
felf alfo is compaffed 
with Infirmity. 


3. And by Reafon 
hereof he ought as for 


2. And it is right too that he fhould be C h a p. ' 
one that has Tendernefs and Good-Nature, ^ ^ J 
not rigorous, and fevere, and inflexible, towards 

fuch as are ignorant, or are guilty of Errors. 

He fhould be able and willing to feel for 
them, fince he himfelf is not perfettly free 
from Infirmities. He ought therefore to be a 
Man, that he mav know what human Weak- 
nefles are. 

3. And on Account of this Infirmity, eve¬ 
ry High Prieft ought, and is obliged to offer 

Sacrifice 
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2 .. iVbo can have Compaffton on the Ignorant, and them that are out of the JVay: 

For that he himfelf is compajfed with Infirmity. Mi'leioora.biiv J'ved./j.iX^ iyvovat x) 

'a/xivois. Hi'jeio-ra.biit, is, tvyyivuoKuv \tiux.u{. Hefyc. One that pardons 
with Mildnefs and Equity : One that treats others with Moderation. It is but na¬ 
tural, that an High Prieft taken from among Men, fhould confider Mankind as 
abounding with Ignorance and Errors; and fhould therefore be ready to help their 
Infirmities, for that he himfelf is not free from WeaknefTes. Vid. chap. ii. 18. vii. 

25. This Character too agrees to our Lord. 

3. And by Reafon hereof. J'td tauthx viz. \JL£tivua.v]. By Reafon of this In¬ 
firmity, common to him and all Mankind, he is obliged for himfelf, as well as for 
the People, to offer Sacrifice, vVep iycttfliuv, for Sins. Here indeed there is a Dif- 
fimilitude of Circumftances betwixt the High Prieft taken from among Men, and our 
High-Prieft: For though They have Infirmities and Sins for which they are obliged 
to offer Sacrifice, yet Chrift had none. And in this a remarkably fuperior Dignity 
appear; in our Lord, that he was without Sin, chap. iv. 15. and confequently did 
not, could not, offer for any Sins of his own. When the High Prieft, or any other 
Prieft, or any Man whatever, brought a Sacrifice for Sin of Ignorance, committed 
againft any Law, which at the Time of Commiflion he was ignorant of his Tranf- 
greffion, the Prieft did not inftantly take the Sacrifice, and offer it unto God, but 
every particular Perfon made a formal Confejfion of his Sin, and was folemnly to 
pray to God for Pardon. When the Offender had performed what was required of 
him, then the Priefi (or if the High Priefi brought his Sacrifice for a Sin of Igno¬ 
rance, he was to confefs his Sin as much as others were, and to pray for Pardon as 
much as others) then the Prieft took the Blood, and poured it at the Bottom of the 
Altar, and fptinkled fome of it before the Lord, in the Manner, or according to /• 

the Circumftances, prefcribed : and when this was done, the Prieft is faid to ‘expiate II ■ P bo 
the Sin, becaufe he had petformcd what God required in order to reftore the Friend- 1 ! / 

I flip V 
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Crap. Sacrifice for the Sins, not only of the People, 
V. but of and for himfelf. It is very right 
' * therefore that Jefus Chrijl , fo much fuperior 
as he was to Angels, ffiould be made Man, 
that he might execute this great Office for us, 
and be a proper Mediator between God and 
Man. But befides this, 

4. Before 


the People; fo alfo for 
himfelf to offer for Sin. 
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flip that had been broken between the Offender and God. There was always re¬ 
quired Confeffion of Sins and Repentance, in the High Prieft, as much as there was in 
others, in the Days of the Levitical Priefthood ; and as much as ihere is or can be 
row, in order to Forgivenefs. When therefore it is faid, that Jefus was a faithful 
High Priejl in Things pertaining to God, eif to ihiaKiSst, rdf d/j.a.f 7 iac -r hdM, to 
make Reconciliation for the Sins of the People , chap. ii. 17. or to offer for the Sins of 
the People —it is not to be imagined, that he confejfed or repented of his own Sins, 

1 for he was without Sin : Nor did he expiate any of the Sins of others without their 
1 R/pentance or Amendment, more than the Jewijh High Prieft did, under the Law of 
1 Mofes. Nor was the Office of our High Prieft ordained with any fuch Defign. 
The Cuftoms of the World were by Sacrifices to engage in, or reftore loft Friend- 
fhip with God*; and this was deemed an eating at God's Table, as Friends together. 
The Prieft’s Office was to offer the Sacrifice upon God’s Table, i. e. the Altar. 
The Offender was to bring his Gift; and he was to confefs his Sin, and by Con¬ 
feffion of his Offence he (hewed his Defire to be reftored to a State of Friendfliip with 
God. When the Prieft had offered the Sacrifice, the Offender ufually partook of 
the Meat offered on God’s Table, and then was deemed reftored to his former State 
of Friendfliip with God ( . Aud t^us^as the Prieft the*Agent for Men in Things 
^pertaining to God: And^e wls faio to' expiate Sin, or to make Atonement for Sin, 
^cieing the Tranfaftor appointed between God and Man for that Purpofe. 

In the Cafe of the .daily Sacrifice, where no particular P erf on was concerned, 
but the Sacrifice was general, or for the Nation, and therefore provided at the public 
Charge, certain Perfons feem to have been appointed as the Reprefentatives of the 
People: And thefe laid Hands on the daily Sacrifices, and corfeffed the Sins of the 
People. 


So alfo for himfelf. The Words of the Law are— If the Priejl that is anointed do 
fin according to the Sin of the People, let him bring for his Sin which he hath finned a- 
young Bullock without Blemijh unto the Lord for a Sin-Offering, Lev. iv. 3. The 
Priejl that is anointed is the High Priejl, Lev. xxi. 10. xvi. 32. But then Chrift 
bping without Sin, he could not offer any Sacrifice for what he was not guilty of. 
In every Thing elfe he a fled for Man as the Office or Nature of the High Priejl - 
hood required, in Things pertaining to God. 
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TEXT. 


PARAPHRASE. 


4. And no Man tak- 
eth this Honour to him- 
felf, but he that is cal¬ 
led of God, as was 
Aaron. 


5. So alfo Chrift 
glorified not himfelf to 
be made an High Prieft, 
but he that laid unto 
him, Thou art my Son, 
this Day have I begot¬ 
ten thee. 


4. Before the Law every Man was his own c 
Prieft. But when the Law was given, the ^ 
Priefthood was confined to the Tribe of Levi-, 
and out of that Tribe Aaron was in a particu¬ 
lar Manner chofen to .be the High-Prieft, 

It was not in the Power of any Man to 
take this Honour to himfelf, but he only who 
was called or appointed to it by God himfelf: 
And thus it was that Aaron was appointed to 
this Office and Dignity, Exod. xxviii. 1, 

5. So alfo Chrift took not upon himfelf 
the Honour of being our High Prieft, but was 
appointed to that Dignity as much as was 
Aaron. The Call of Aaron was by God; 
The Call of Jefus Chrift was by God too, 
when he declared him his Son. 

6. Add 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the HE B R E WS. 

4. No Man taieth this Honour to himfelf, but he that is called of God as was Aa¬ 
ron. Called of God, means a particular Defignation or Appointment to the Dignity 
of High Prieft ; fuch a one as Aaron had, Exod. xxx. 30. They therefore mifap- 
ply this Text, who would argue from it the Neceffity of a peculiar appointment 
made by Man to the Adminiftration of an Office in the Chrijlian Church. How 
right foever fuch Defignations may be, (as they certainly are) this Text has no Re¬ 
lation to fuch Mattersj but is only intended to prove, that Chrift was as eminent¬ 
ly and as clearly defigned and appointed by God to be an High Prieft as ever Aaron 
■was. In this Refpeft then an Equality of Chrift to Aaron is proved : Afterwards the 
Superiority of Chrift, even in this Rejpeft, will be (hewn. If the Queftion be put, 
why God appointed this Form of Government, viz. of an High Prieft and inferior 
Priefts among his People the Jews, the Anfwer is—It. was plainly the beft fuited to 
preferve them from the Idolatry of their Neighbours. For which, vid. Spencer dt 
Leg. Hebreeorum, lib. i. cap. 8. Cephahsus'% Edition, inftead of 0 Ka.Kvy.yi®*, 
reads x) KOKbytr®', but he that was liiewife called of God as was Aaron. 

5. So alfo Chrift glorified not himfelf to be made an High Prieft. oCtoj x) 0 Xetr of 

*x iturbir iJ'o^a.at •yevtiSHoa.i So liiewife Chrift did not take the Honour 

to himfelf of being an High Prieft ; he did not of himfelf; but was exprefsly ap¬ 
pointed by God to this high Honour when he declared him his Son. 

But he that faid unto him. ’A KK.' b AaAnerar oefbf ailrbr. But he that faidconcern¬ 
ing him. For the Meaning of the Word ■wpJf, fee chap. i. 7. 

Thou art my Son, this Day have I begotten thee. It was remarked, chap. 1 5 • 
that no fuch Language was ever ufed concerning any Angel, as this —Thou art my 

I 2 Son, 
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Chap ibis Day have I begotten thee. In this Place thefe Words arc produced again, in 

order to prove that Chriftglorified not himfelfto be made an High Prieji, but he that 
V ' faid concerning him, 'Thou art my Son. The Difficulty is to (hew the Connexion 
that there is between thefe Words, and God’s appointing Chrift to be an High 
Prieft ; or what Relation they have to this Affair. 

The Words of the fecond Pfalm are cited, and applied to Chrift, to (hew how 
God performed his Promife to David , in raifing up the Melfiah (whofe Kingdom was 
to be an everlafting Kingdom), and in courfe, how David's Houfe was ejiablijhed 
for ever, 2 Sam. vii. 25. Not that thefe Words alone prove the Call of the Chrift 
to the Honour of the High Priefthood: But Thefe joined to Words in another Place, 
prove him appointed to that Office ; an Office which was to continue for ever . 
And fo the Apoftle reafons in Proof of his Point, not barely faying— Thou art my Son, 
this Day have 1 begotten thee —but adding— As he faith alfo in another Place , Thou 
art a Prieji for ever after the Order of Melchizedec. It feems to be in this Pla^e, 
as when St Paul preached Jefus to the Jews at Antioch in Pifidia, he explained to 
them the Scriptures, and (hewed that Chrift died and rofe again, and that the Pro- 
mi fe which was made unto the Fathers God had fulfilled unto their Children, in that 
be had raifed Jefus again. He then cites this Paffage of the Old Teftament— As it 
is alfo written m the fecond Pfalm, Thou art my Son, this Day have I begotten thee, 
Adis xiii. 33. The Reafoning of the Apoftle was founded on the Promife made to 
David to eftabli(h his Houfe for ever : And that the Refurreftion of Chrift was the 
Means by which this Promife was made good. So in this Epiftle he argues exadlly 
in the fame Manner. Chrift was to be a Prieji for ever after a particular Order or 
Manner. The Promife made to David was to be made good. If therefore David’s 
S.on was a Prieji for ever, and defigned by God for that Office, then David’s Houfe 
would be ejiablijhed for ever. And that this was the Manner in which all was 
to be brought about, appears from what is faid in another Pfalm, Thou art a Prieft 
for ever after the Order of Melchizedec. 

Thefe Words of the Pfalmift— Thou art my Son, this Day have I begotten thee— 
are thrice applied by St Paul to our Saviour. Once on Account of his Refurreilon, 
and twice in this Epiftle ; whereof the Firft is in Relation to his Dignity as a Son, and 
the other Time in this Place, concerning his Priefthood. The Words themfelves con- 
vey to us no Idea of a Refurreliion, nor of any Priefhood: And the whole Pfalm, in 
its plain literal Senfe, feems to belong to David, or to his Son ; and implies the Folly 
of thofe who (hould offer to rife up in Rebellion again!! this Son, whoever he was. 
How then come the Words of this Pfalm to be applied by the Apoftleto Jefus Chrift? 
Or if they do refer to him, how do they prove what they are produced for in their 
refpedlive Places ? 

The Firjl Place is, where St Paul preaching to the Jews at Antioch in Pifidia , 
tells them of David : and then fays, Of this Man’s Seed God hath according to his 
Promife, raifed unto them a Saviour Jefus. And when they had fulfilled all that was 
written of him , viz. that he (hould be cut off from the Land of the Living, They took 
him down from the Tree, and laid him in a Sepulchre-, but God raifed him from the 
Dead, Ails xiii. 23, 29, 30. The Apoftle goes on, We declare unto you glad 
Tidings, how that the Promife which was made unto the Fathers, God hath fulfilled 
the fame unto-us their Children, in that be hath raifed up Jefus again, as it is alfo 

written 
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written in the fecond Pfalm, Thou art my Son, this Day have I begotten thee, ver. Chap, 
32, 33. The Apoftle adds ftill farther another Fromife made by God ; where he V. 
lays, I will give thee the fure Mercies of David, ver. 34. The Argument then 
which the Apoftle here ufes is this: “ The Mejftah was to defcend from David’s 
“ Houfe, and his Houfe was to be eftablijhedfor ever. fefus did defcend from him, 

“ and in him were fulfilled all the Promifes made to David, by means of the Death 
“ and Refurreflion of Chrift ; which fhews, how thefe Declarations of God come 
“ out, juft as the Promifes were defigned.” Juft as it is faid in the fecond Pfalm, 

Thou art my Son, to whom the Promifes were made; and in another Place, that he 
was to enjoy all that was fpoken in the Prophets under thofe Terms, The fure Mer¬ 
cies of David, which could not be otherwife had, than by the Death and Refur- 
redlion of the Chrift. 

In the fecond Place, Heb. i. 5. Thefe Words of the Pfalmift are cited, only as an 
Inftance of Language never ufed concerning Angels. For concerning what Angel is 
ever fuch Appellation ufed as. Thou art my Son. Should it be faid, that to make 
the Reafoning moft conclufive, the Words Ihould belong to the Son of God —allow¬ 
ing that, the Argument is full and ftrong without fuch Application ; and therefore 
there is no Neceffity for it. 

In the third Place, where thefe Words occur, it is when the Apoftle is to prove 
that the Son is to be a Prie/i for ever. The Words in themfelves only fhew, that 
that Perfon, in whom the Houfe of David was to be ejlablifhed for ever, was come ; 
and that all might be fulfilled in him. But as to his being a Priejl for ever, that de¬ 
pends upon another Prophecy, which is cited to prove, that he was all along defigned 
by God for that Office, feeing he declared fo long beforehand, That he was to be 
a Prieji after the Order of Melchizedec. 

What has led every Body into another Interpretation of the Apoftle’s Meaning 
is, that the Words of the Pfalmift are faid to be fpoken to Chri/l as by God himfelf. 

“ Chrift glorified not himfelf to be made an High Prieft, but, 0 mfot 

“ avToy, He that faid unto him. Thou art my Son. Thefe Words therefore were 
u th z very Words of God to Chrift; and by them he called him to the Honour of 
“ being an High Prieft. It is true, that thefe Words may concern David or Sole- 
“ mon in fomeSenfe; but if they do fo, yet they relate to Chrift in a more fublime 
“ and myftical Senfe : And it is much more true of the Son of God, than ever it was 
“ of David or Solomon, I will give thee the Heathen for thine Inheritance, and the 
“ utmoft Parts of the Earth for thy Pofleffion.” 

But the Point to be proved is, that we are obliged to underftand thofe Words, 

0 -B-pJf £ci/tck, as if they neceflarily fignified, He that faid unto him. For 

as they may fignify. He that faid concerning him, the Words of the Pfalmift ftand 
in no Need of myjl'tcal Senfes, but are eafily to be underftood of what God defigned 
to do, and of the Manner in which he defigned to do, what he had promifed to 
David. God had promifed to eftablifh David’s Houfe for ever : And David in this 
Pfalm repeats, with great Joy and Exultation of Mind, the Promife and the Con- 
fequences of it. But then David knew no more the Manner how this Promile 
would be made good, than if no fuch Promife had been given to him. It feems to 
have been with him, as it was with all the Prophets of old : They enquired and fearched 
diligently, what,, tr whai Manner of Time, the Spirit of Chrifl which was in-them did 
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TEXT. 


p - 6. Add thofe other Words, faid of him in 
another Place, Phon art a Prieji for ever after 
the. Order of Melchizedec, Pj'alm cx. 4. He 
therefore that was this Son, is exprelily de¬ 
clared to be a Prieji. He ,was called to that 
Office when he rofe from the Dead, and en¬ 
tered into the true Holy of Holies: and as to 
the Kind or Manner of this Office, it was a 
Priefthood of that Sort or Conftitution that 
Melchizedec exercifed. 

7. Now Chrift could not but have Com¬ 
panion for Men, as every High Prieft taken 
from Men ought to have, becaufe when he 
was in the Flelh upon Earth, and had a mor¬ 
tal Body, we find him of a tender-hearted 

Difpolition, 


6. As he faith alfo 
in another Place, Thou 
art a Prieft for ever 
after the Order of Mel- 
chizedeck. 


7. Who in the Days 
of his Flefb, when he 
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fignify, when it tejlified before-hand the Sufferings of Chrift, and the Glory that ftmli 
follow, I Pet. i. 9, 10. They were allured of the Event, that fuch or fuch a 
Thing would be; but as to the Manner, they were as perfect Strangers as if they 
had not foretold it. David was allured, that God’s Mercy wouldinot be taken from 
him as it had been taken away from Saul ; and he knew that his Houfe would be 
eftablijhedfor ever. When therefore the Apoftle was to prove, that Chrift was de- 
ligned to be a Prieft forever, he-cites the fecond Pfalm, wherein no more is faid, 
than that Qpd had promifed a certain Son to David, who was to have the uttermoft 
Parts of the Earth for his Poffeffion-, and to this the Apoftle joins another Prophecy 
of this Son, by which the Priefthood for ever is declared to be in the fame Perfon. 
Not that the Words of the fecond Pfalm would prove that Chrift was appointed or 
called to be a Prieft for ever'. But they proved that the Promife made to David was 
in a fure Way of being made good ; and then, the other Paflage annexed, con¬ 
cerning the Priefthood, (hewed how the whole came out in fall, (ince the 
Priefthood was to continue for ever in Chrift. 

6. As he faith alfo in another Place, Thou art a Prifft for ever after the Order of 
Melchizedec. The Explication of this follows, chap. vii. The Apoftle had named 
the fecond Pfalm in the preceding Verfe : When therefore it follows— As he faith in 
another —it feems more natural to fupply the Word Pfalm than Place. 

7. Who in the Days of his Flejh. During the Time he was in the Flejh, or was 
incarnate: During the Time that he was made lower than the Angels, that through 
Death he might dfftroy him that had the Power of Death, chap. ii. 14. 
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had offered up Prayers 
and Supplications with 
ftrong Crying and 
Tears, unto him that 
was able to fave him 
from Death, and was 
heard in that he feared ; 


Difpofition, offering up Prayers and Suppli-CHAP. 
cations, even with ftrong Crying and Tears, . v ~ 
unto his Father, (who was certainly able to 
have faved him from Death, had it been 
agreable to his Will and Defign, and being 
certainly heard) by Reafon of that great Re¬ 
verence and Submiflion paid by him ; 

8. Notwithftanding 


NOTES on the Etistle to the H E B R E WS\ 

TVhen be had offered up Prayers and Supplications. The Allufion is to the Prayers- 
of our Saviour which he made in the Garden to God to remove that Cup front 
him, Matt. xxvi. 37, 38, 42. It mull not be imagined, that this offering up of 
Prayers for himfelf at that Time was any Part of his Priejily Office, any Ways- 
correfponding to what the High Prieft did, when he offered Prayers or Sacrifice for 
his own Infirmities. For our Saviour was not a Priejl whilft he was upon Earth, 
as appears, chap. viii. 3. and confequently never could adt as a Prieft before his 
Afcenfion into Heaven. 

With Jlrong crying and Tears. Meva K^pjync \tsyypS.c 1 £ S'a.Kfvav. Vid. Matt, 
xxvii. 50. There is no Mention any where of our Saviour’s Tears but in this 
Place, except upon his railing Lazarus from the Dead, "John xi, 35. 

And was heard in that he feared. Kcti fiaanv^iic atri 4 euxccCtictf. There is- 
the fame Difference, in general, between dms&us, and tiaaKu^-n'c, as between fa- 
crificare , and litare. 'Ah.x£hi; fignifies, being heard ; the other fignifies, Jo heard as 
to have the Requejl granted. The Words, dori 4 tuxaCuttf, is not, in that he 
feared, but as it is in the Vulgate, pro reverentia, by Reafon of that Reverence and 
Submiffion which was paid to his Father by the Son, The Phrafe, utS, 

is frequently ufed in this Senfe; thus, The Children of Ifrael hearkened not to Mofes, 

I’lariKxf Maaii etVo 4 oKsyo-\.vy\a.(, sy iml 7 Ipyuv r anhvipov, by Reafon of, or 
for, Anguijh of Spirit, and cruel Bondage, Exod. vi. 9. Again, They cry, >y i ptii 
iiffcuiiijn dro ilGpiac n*ovtipS>o, but he floall not hear becaufe of the Pride, by Reafon of 
the Pride of evil Men, Job xxx. 12. EvAdC&ta, fignifies here, not Fear, but Reve¬ 
rence, felicitous Care not to offend or difpleafe. The Senfe is. That Chrift, when he 
prayed to God in the Manner he did, by Reafon of that reverential Regard he had 
to his Father in all his Conduit, was heard. 

Here it may be asked. How could he be faid to have been heard, or to have his 
Requeft granted, when he prayed to have the Cup that he was to drink pafs front 
him, and yet this was not permitted, but he died that cruel ignominious Death 
which he prayed that he might not fuffer ? But the Cafe was, he prayed that it might 
pafs away from him, if it were not determined that he fhould drink it, O my Fa <• 
ther, if this Cup may not pafs away from me except I drink it , thy Will be done ,, 

Matt* 
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Chap. 8. Notwithftanding his being a Son , he learnt 
v - from the Things he underwent perfedt Sub- 
U ’ 'iniffion to all Sorts of Afflidtions. 

9. And having gone through the utmoft of 
Diftrefs and Sufferings with Patience and Re¬ 
signation to his Father’s Will, and having en¬ 
dured fuch Contradidtion of Sinners againft 

himfelf, 
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Matt. xxvi. 42. He that prays with fuch Submiflion and Refignation has his Re- 
queft granted, if he defires not his own Will, but his Father’s to be done. 

8. Though he were a Son. Kaa-rsp iv i|of. Notwithftanding his being a Son, he 
learned Obedience by that fevere Difcipline he underwent. The Connexion of this, 
and the preceding Verfe, feems to fland thus. Jefus offered up Prayers unto him 
that was able to fave him from Death, and he was heard too, by Reafon of the Re¬ 
verence and Regard he fhewed to his Father in all Things; and he was accordingly 
rewarded. Yet notwithftanding his being a Son, the only beloved Son, he learned 
Obedience by going through a State of Sufferings. 

■ ■9, And being made perfed. Kai riAeuufls/r. There is no Queftion, but Tthetohiit 
is ufed frequently in the LXX for what in the Original is, having their Hands filled i 
and this Manner of Expreflion feems to have arifen from the Cuftom of de¬ 
livering certain Inftruments or Things into the Hands of the Perfon appointed to the 
Office defigned for him. The Perfon receiving fuch or fuch Inftruments or En- 
figns of his Office, had his Hands full: and hence, to fill the Hands of any one, 
came to fignify, in general, to finijh, to confummate, to complete, as being the lajl 
Ait which completed the Defignation, and put the Perfon in Pofleffion. Thus, 
when Aaron and his Sons were confecrated, the Ram then offered was called, The 
Ram of Confecration, as we tranflate it, Exod. xxix. 22. In the Hebrew it is, The 
Ram of Fillings, Thou /halt gird them with Girdles, [viz. Aaron and his 

Sons] and thou flialt confecrate Aaron and his Sons, T1 pnjt T nitbn, 
T-iKuasns Attpur ri< yjCicy.e cturi. xj t ac y€i(a.e r iiat avtH, Exod. xxix. 9. So 
too, ver. 29. 33. 35. The Expreflion, Filling the Hand of him, is kept up by the 
LXX, 1 Kings xiii. 33. €7rA‘pn t yfifu). aCris. We render it, He confecrated him, 
and he became of the Priefts of the High Places. The Meaning is, he did all that 
was to be done to put him into the Place or Station he was appointed to. 

The Word, tsas/6 a, does not fignify to confecrate, unlefs it is applied tozPrieft, 
who was perfedted as a Pried by Confecration. It properly fignifies what we tran¬ 
flate it, to make per fell. So, It became him, by and for whom are ell Things, to 
make the Captain of our Salvation perfedt, TiKaZircu, through Sufferings, chap. ii. 
10. And fo too, St Paul fpeaking of the Sufferings which he underwent, fays 
—rNot as though / had already attained, or were already perfedt, ij/s 

i. e. had 


TEXT. 

8. Though he were 
a Son, yet learned he 
Obedienceby theThings 
which he fuffered. 

9 And being made 
perfedt, he became the 
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Author of eternal Sal¬ 
vation unto all them 
that obey him, 

10. Called of God 
an High Pried after the 
Order of Melchizedec. 

it. Of whom we 
have many Things to 
fay and hard to be ut- 


himfelf, he became the proper Author of c- C H a p. 
ternal Salvation unto all thofe who fubmit , L _ V ; ( 
themfelves to his Government. 

io, 11. Having the Appellation of an High 
Priejl after the Order of Melchizedec, given 
him by God himfelf,, about whom I mull 
enlarge, as being of great Confequence to the 
Subject in Hand; and which it is no fmall 
Difficulty to explain, not fo much from the 
Nature of the Subject, as from your having 

little 
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i. e. had finijhed the Work which is to be done by me. Chrift then was brought through 
Sufferings to his Glory, and being entered into Heaven , chap. vi. 20, he became the 
Author of eternal Salvation to all that obey him. So that, ts*«<uA?k, here fignifies, 
being completed, having done alt in order to his being in full Poffeffion of what he 
was defigned for. 

He became the Author. * Aiti ©*. The Caufer ; the Agent by whom any Thing 
is brought about or done. Chrift was the Agent by whom all that fubmitted to 
him were brought to God, and were entitled to eternal Life. He was 'A iti&, 
the Perfon who made Things to be what they are, by bringing all. to God. 

10. Called of God. Il&ra.ytptvQiU. Not JtdAsjuev®', as ver. 4. but argfta- 
yoftuS‘1!, Having the Title of High PrieUgiven him by God. He was not called 
to his Office, as Aaron was ; but he was fomething more; and which (hews a fu - 
perior Honour, he was faluted with that Title by God himfelf. Juft as ■efyaa.yo- 
ptusrv <tvTo*pj(Ti>£$r, is to proclaim or falute any one Emperor. 

After the Order of Melchifedec. According to the Form, or Manner, or Kind 
of Priefthood, or the Means of exercifing it. The Apuftle means, that Chrift was 
called to be an High Prieft after the Order of Melchifedec, not by having a Series 
of Succejfors, nor by having his Title founded upon any lineal Defcent; but as ail¬ 
ing in his Office, without depending on, or attachment to, any particular Family. 

it. Of whom, rispi ?. This may relate to Melchifedec ; or to an High Priejl 
after the Order of Melchifedec : Or it may be rendered, Of which Matter. 

Hard to be uttered. Aua’eppitrev?®* Kiyuv. Hard to be made underflood. Of 
whom we have much to fay, and hard to be interpreted fo as to make you compre¬ 
hend it. 

K 
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Chap, little or no Attention to, or undemanding of, 
• L a t this Matter. 


tered feeing you 
dull of hearing. 


are 


Seeing ye are dull of hearing. Nsifle?? ytyovafli rate UKoaie. Remifs, fack. 
So Ecclus. iv. 29. Be not in thy Deeds , I'aBpi( >y ‘oa.puy.'tt®', llack and remifs. 
And again, chap. xi. 12. There is another flow, and hath Need of Help, vaQpte, in 
Oppofition to one in the preceding Verfe, who is faid to make hajle. Here there¬ 
fore this Word fignifies, remifs, carelefs, that has little or no Deftre to hear, or 
hern, or to attend to what he hears. 



SECT. 
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SECT. VI. 


CHAP. V. 12.-VI. 20. 

CONTENTS. 

T H E Defign of what follows in this whole Sedtion is to ex¬ 
hort the Hebrews to a fteady Perfeverance in their Profef- 
fion, and to go on and improve themfelves in the Dodtrine of 
Chrift, and not to think that they know all that is to be known, 
becaufe they are acquainted with the Neceffity of Faith in God, 
and Repentance from dead Works, and the DoSirine of Baptifms, and 
Impoftion of Hands, and a Refurreftion, and future Judgment, but 
they were to build upon thefe Principles, and adhere fteadilv and 
uniformly to them, and ftill go on to perfedtion, and with Patience 
wait for the Performance of what God had promifed, and what 
they had been taught to hope for. This is all a Digreffion from 
the Topic he had begun on; nor does he refume this Affair till 
the lafl Verfe of the next Chapter, when he returns to his point; 
but having hinted, that he had many Things to fay on this Sub- 
jedt which they were perfedt Strangers to, he prelfes the Obligation 
to Perfeverance, and not to betray the good Caufe of Chriftianity 
through any Difficulties or Dangers they might' be incident to. 

TEXT. PARAPHRASE. 

Iz ‘ "pOR. when for j2. T'OR, confidering the Time that you c H A r. 

. " J " T ' 1 / ne ye P have been acquainted with Chrifti- V. 

have need that one teach anity, it might have been expedted that you v—' 

you again which be the would have been able to have taught others - 
how they were to adt and behave in their 
Chriftian Courfe. But inftead of that, I find 

that 

N O T E S on the Epistle to the HEBREWS. 

12. For the Time. A/a r yjivov. The Do£trines of Chrift had been fo long 
taught among the Jews, that they could not but underftand the Scriptures of the 
Prophets, unlefs they were extremely carelefs and negligent. 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


PARAPHRASE. 


TEXT. 


Chap, that ye have Occafion to be taught again your- 
v - felves, which are the firft Elements of the 
Oracles of God ; and you have need of Milk, 
and not of ftrong Meat. You are to be 
taught the firft Principles of Revelation, in- 
ftead of being taught what concerns the Office 
of Chrift, and what you are to fuffer, and go 
through for his Name’s Sake. 

13. For every one that goes no farther than 
the very firft Principles of Revelation, may 
juftly be compared to a Babe that is nurfed up 
by Milk : he is unacquainted with the Dodlrine 
of Juftification by Chrift, and of the Means of 

QUIT 


firfl Principles of ti e O- 
racles yl Gud, and are 
become fuch as have 
need of Milk, and not 
of dreng Meat. 


13. For every one 
that ufes Milk i$ un- 


N O T E S on the Epkti.2 to the H E B R E TP'S. 

The firfl Principles of she Oracles of God. T a. ootyfia. -f dpyfi; r hoy'iuv ” 
©t«. The very Elements of the Oracles of God. He means the plained and cleared 1 
Principles contained in the Word of God. You had r fays the Apodle, need of 
even thefe to be laid before you, tather than the deep Things of Chrid, i. t. the 
Doftrines that are fuited to thofe who are perfect-, he means, what he elfewhere 
calls, The Wifdom of God in a My fiery ; the Means ufed 'By God to- reconcile the 
World to himfelf; the Forgivcneis of Sins, and fuch like: All which, in the next 
Verfe, is called, The Word of Righteoupiefi. 

And ye art become fuch as have need of Mili, and not of firong Meat. By flrong- 
Meat- the Apodle means Doftrines not eafily difcovemble in the Scriptures, which 
yet are there plain enough when they come to be pointed out. Such are the No¬ 
tions of the Mediah’s being.to be <o-aSnrif, liable to Sufferings: The Rejeflion of 
the Jews, and the Admiffion of the Gentiles; The bearing Perfecution for Chrid j 
and many others, which Babes- in Chrift , as the Apodle calls them, would with 
Difficulty, conceive the Reafons of. And therefore St Paul didinguidies between 
fuch, and Spiritual Perfons,. who comparing carefully Scripture with Scripture, 
could difeover, the fecret Things of God, vid. 1 Cor. ii. 13—16. iii. r, 2. 
Not-that the Apodle here would have fome Doffrines taught to fome, and other. 
Doffrines taught to others: Or fome Do&rines concealed, whild others are only to 
be taught; but as Ghridians are able, to improve, in .their Knowledge of the Oracles 
of God, fo they were to go on to Perfeilitn , and always to be improving^ in the 
Scriptures to their Lives. End. 
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PARAPHRASE. 

our being made righteous before God, and Chap. 
how Chrifl: is-entered into-Heaven for us, and _ ^ ^ 
what is his Office there. 

14. But as folid Food is the Nourifhment 
of Men grown up, of fuch as by Strength and 
Ufe have all their Faculties excrcifed as 
ought to be, and can fee the Difference be¬ 
twixt Good and Evil, fo is it in Chriffianity : 

He that is well verfed in that, will be able to. 
fee how our Redemption was made by the 
Blood of Chrift, and not by the Sacrifices off 
the Law, and how our High PrielV adls con¬ 
tinually for us. 

N O T E S on the Epistle to the H E B R E TV S. 

13. The Word of Righteoufncfs. Ahyn J'tx.iuotrCv iif. Every one that is unac¬ 
quainted with the Word of Righteoufncfs, is here called a Babe. The Thing intend¬ 
ed i ; . That whofoever is ignorant of the Righteoufncfs of God without the Law, 
which is witnejfed by the Law and the Prophets j even the Righteoufncfs of God which is 
by Faith in Jefus Chrift unto all and upon all that believe , is only fit to be begun 
with ; and to be taught the firft Elements of the Oracles of God. This is fome- 
times called, The Righteoufncfs of God, as Rom. iii. 22. Sometimes, the Righteouf~ 
nefs which is of Faith, Rom. ix. 30. x. 6. The Word of Righteoufncfs means. 

The Doctrine of our being treated as Righteous in confequence of our Faith in 
Chrift. This is elfewhere exprefled by —God was in Chrtfl reconciling the World 
unto himfelf not imputing their trefpaffes unto them, 2 Cor. v. 19, juftified freely- 

by his Grace through the Redemption that is in Chrifl Jefus, Rom. iii. 24. It is called the 
Righteoufncfs of God, as it is the Method which he has taken- to treat Mankind : 

And as Faith is the Thing required, as a Means of. this Grace, it is the Righ.’ouf- 
nefs of Faith, or by Faith: And it is called abfolutely the Word of. Righteoufncfs, as 
it is the great Principle of the Gofpel of Chrift. 

14. To them that are of full Age. Tixsiav. So, We fpeai TVtfdom •!$ them that 
ore pcrfe£f, to 7 < Tsxeio/f, 1 Cor. ii, 6. Thofe therefore that-are: here called, of 
full Age, are the fame as thofe, who by Examination, or. Information, are fully- 
acquainted with the Myfteries of the Gofpel, or the great Defign- of..- God in the 
Dii'penfation of the MelTiah ; who have by Ufe and Exercife been, able to trace out 
what is good or evil, true or falfe. 



TEXT. 

skilful in the Word of 
Riuhteoufnefs ; lor lie 
is a Babe. 

14 B it ftrong Meat 
belongcth to them that 
are of full Age, even 
thofe who bv Reafon of 
Ufe have their Senfes 
exercifed todifeern both 
Good and Evil, 


G H A E. 
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A PARAPHRASE on the. 


CHAP.* VI. 

PARAPHRASE. 

Chap. i. I do not therefore defign to enter into 
VI - the Dodtrines of Chrift, I mean fuch as were 
t au ght you at your firft Admiffion into Chrifti¬ 
anity, but I fhall go on and inftrutft you in 
•what becomes Chriftians, advanced in fome 
Meafure, to know ftill further; not Haying 
to lay afrelh the Foundation, or what was 
taught you to make you Chriftians, but I fhall 
fuppofe them well known to you, and admit¬ 
ted, fuch are Repentance from all Manner of 
■Sin, and a firm Belief in the One God and 
Father of ajl, 

2 . And 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the H E B R E TVS. 

Chap. vi. i. Therefore leaving the Principles of the DoCtrine of Chrijl. Too >, 5 - 
yov d <ipx” s t Xezrif. Laying afide the Do&rines which were taught you when 
firft ye were initiated into Chriftianity. The Apoftle means, what in the preceding 
Chapter were called, The Elements, or Firjl Principles, of the Oracles of God, chap, 
v. 12. 

To Perfection, ’Eti t 7‘Aei'nTn'Ia. To that State of Knowledge and Pradlice 
which the following Doctrines are defigned to lead to; fearching with Induftryand 
Diligence what the Word of God has taught concerning Chrift, vid. chap. v. 12. 
The T Perfect, are oppofed to Babes in Chrift. 

Not laying again the Foundation. 0 s// 4 Kiov. The Doclrines taught Men at firft 
in order to Baptifm into Chrift, So St Paul—As a wife Majier-Builder I have laid 
the Foundation, i Cor. iii. 10. And in the next Verfe —Other Foundation can ms 
Man lay: by which he meant no more than that Jefus was the Chrift. Funda¬ 
mental Doctrines were not in thofe early Days the fame as they grew to be in the 
Ages of Contention, when Chriftianity became a Matter of abftrufe, metaphyfical, 
unintelligible. Jargon, involved in thick Darknefs, and covered with Myftery ; 
but Men were taught the eafy and plain Doftrines of Faith in one God the Father 
Almighty, and in Jefus Chrift his Son our Lord, and Repentance from dead Works; 
and the Meaning of laying on of Hands, and of Baptifm, and a Refurre&ion, and a 
future Judgment. 

Repentance from dead Works. aicb Ptufuo tfyuv. Dead Works are no 

where mentioned, I think, but in this Epiftle; in this Place, and chap. ix. 14. St 

[fames 


TEXT. 

1. Therefore leaving 
the Principles of the 
Doflrine of Chrift, let 
usgoonuntoPerfe&ion ; 
not laying again the 
Foundation of Repent¬ 
ance from dead Works, 
and of Faith towards 
God. 
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TEXT. PARAPHRASE. 


2. Of the Doflrines 
of Baptifms, and of lay¬ 
ing on of Hands, and 
of Refurredfion of the 
Dead, and of eternal 
Judgment. 


2. And of the Difference between JewiJJj C h a 
Baptifms or Wafhings, and that Rite of Initi- 
ation in the Gofpel of Chrift; and of laying 
on of Hands ufed to fach as had been initiated ; 
and of the Refurredtion of the Dead, and of 
a final Judgment to eternal Happinefs or Mi- 
fery. 

3. Leaving. 


NOTESon the Epistle to the HEBREWS. 

James indeed fpeaks of Faith without Works as dead, chap. ii. 17, 20, 26. By 
which he means, that it is ufelejs to him that has it; that it is not operative or adlive,, 
that it anfwers no Purpofe. But here, Dead IVorks are fuch as are not only ufelefs 
or unprofitable, but fuch as lead to Death; they are fuch as God will punifh with 
Death. All Sin expofes Men to God’s Juftice; and the Wages of Sin is Deaths 
Rom. vi. 23. Therefore one of the firft Principles taught to all who were inftrudted 
into Chrift was, that they were to abftain from the Violation of the Rules of ever- 
lafting Righteoufnefs, in order to the Enjoyment of everlafting Life. Tertullian 
read this Place, not ab operihus mortuis, from dead Works, but ab operibus mortuorum r 
from the Works of thofe that are dead, Tertul. de Pudicitia, c. xx. 

2. The Doctrine of Baptifms. linor'Itjfiav S'tS'a.-xJt. The Reafon why the- 
Apoftle fpeaks of Baptifms, in the Plural Number, feem9 to be this. He writes to 
the Hebrews, who had not only feveral Sorts of Baptifms enjoined in and by their 
Law, but they had had John, (whom all looked upon and acknowledged to be a 
Prophet) baptizing into the Belief of one that was to come after him, Adis xix. 4. 
And into a Baptifm of Repentance. Now what the Converts to Chrift were all bap¬ 
tized to, was, into Repentance, and the Belief of Jefus’s being the Chrift. When a< 
Gentile was made a Convert, he was to profefs his Faith in one God the Rather, who 
madeall Things; and then, that Jefus was the Son of God ; and thus by Baptifm he 
was initiated into a Society profeffing thefe fundamental Truths, and thus were all> 
fuch made holy, or called to be Saints. When a Jew was converted, he was bap¬ 
tized into the Profelfion of Jefus’s being the Mejftah ; he already believing in the 
One God. When John made ufe of this Rite to all fuch as became Believers in the 
Melliah who was foon to appear, he declared Repentance to be neceflary, in order 
to obtain Remijfton of Sins from God. Then came our Saviour, and declared the 
fame, and he baptized his Difciples in his own Name, as being the Mejftah himfelf 
actually come. When a Jewijh Difciple therefore was to be baptized, he was in- 
ftrufted in the Differences of the Jewifh and Chrftian. Baptifms: And hence the 
Apoftle here fpeaks of the Doitrine of Baptifms. 

And of laying on of Hands. Viz. What was the Uft and Purport -of this Practice. 
For antiently they were wont to lay on Hands as foon as thePerfons were baptized, 
Afts viii. 17. xix, 5, 6. to give them the Holy Ghojl: Sometimes they ufed this 

Ceremony, 
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A PARAPHRASE on fhe 


PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 

Chap. 3 . Leaving I fay thefe Things, my Deftgn 3- And this will we 
VI- is to proceed, and to inftrudt you further in' lf Go,J P ermit - 
the Doftrines of Chriftianity, and to fhew 
you how great the Advantages of Chriftianity 
are above thofe of the Law. And this I ftiall 
do, if God gives me Life and Health. I will 
not lay again the firft Principles of Chriftia¬ 
nity before you, 

4. For it is extremely hard, and what may 4- For it is impoffi- 
be called impoffible, for fuch as have once bIe for thofc who were 

received 

N O T E S on the Epistle to the H E B R E IVS. 

Ceremony to appoint Perfons to Offices, A£ts vi. 6. xiii. 3. Sometimes tO beal, as 
Acts ix. 12, 17. This Cuftom then being fo varioufly applied to fuch different 
Purpofes, it was explained to the Peifon to be initiated by Baptism. 

3. And this will we do, i. e. We will go on to teach thofe DoCtrines which a 
perfect Chriftian ought to be well acquainted with. Such are, the Nature of the 
Offices of Chrift: The fuperior Advantages of the Chriftian Difpenfation above the 

,X>aw of Mofes: The Intention of God to change the Mofaic Law, by the Intro¬ 
duction of a much better: The Infufficiency of bloody Sacrifices to take away Sin, 
tfc. 

4. For it is impoflible, iftc. It feems not eafy. to find out the Connexion of this 
with what precedes: And yet the Particle For plainly points out that there muft 
be fome. It ftands, as I apprehend, thus. “ I will not lay again the Princi- 
“ pies of the DoCtrines of Chrift to you, For it is impoffible for thofe who have 
<( been once enlightned, and have been fully inftrufted in them, if they fall away to 
“ renew them again by Repentance." For this Reafon he would not mention them 
any further, but would go on to treat of Matters of a more abftrufe Nature. It 
appears from this Epiftle, that the Times were troublefome, efpecially to thofe 
who profeffed the Gofpel: And the fundamental Articles of Chriftianity were fuf- 
ficient in themfelvesto hold Men from Apoftacy. There was no Neceflity to inculcate 
again, what they had been fully taught at their Initiation into Chrift. It was enough 
juft to mention them. The Apoftle therefore affigns this as the Reafon why he would 
.not lay again the Foundations of Chriftianity; but would rather choofe to go on to 
.Perfection, i e. to inftruCt them ih other Points, which would fbew a confiftent 
Scheme in the whole, and more and more tend to inform them in the Myftery of 
Godlinefs. Accordingly, all the Difcourfcs following about the Priejlhood of Chrift, 
and the Ufeleffinefs of Sacrifices, and the Imperfection of the Law, &c. (hew a Con- 
fiftency of the whole Scheme of Providence, and enable us to fee the Fitnefsof what 
h»d been done, and the Neceflity of perfifting fteadily in our Profeffion. 
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iTEXT : 


PARAPHRASE. 


once enlightned, and 
have tafted of (he Hea¬ 
venly Gift, and were 
made Partakers of the 
Holy Ghoft, 


received the Light of the Gofpel, and have Chap. 
had the firfl: Principles of it well laid, and 
have had any Senfe of the Heavenly Gift of^'’’ v "~* J 
eternal Life, and have been made Partakers 
of fome or other of the Gifts of the Holy 
Ghoft, 

5. And 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the HE B R E W S. 

Enlightned. Qa']i&'iv r l*.s. Such as have received the Light of the Gofpel: Such 
as have acquired by any Means fo much Knowledge and Truth, as to fee how the 
Prophecies of the Old Teftament have been fulfilled in Jefus Chrijl. And hence 
this Word has been commonly applied to fuch as have been baptized, fuch Perfons 
having been firft injlrufted in, or illuminated by, the Truths of the Gofpel. In 
This Place, and chap. x. 32. it means fuch as had been made acquainted with what 
had been fortold concerning the Chrifl. 

And have tajled the Heavenly Gift. The Gift of God, fays St Paul, Rom. vi. 
23. is eternal Life through Jtfus Chrijl our Lord: And in order to That, RemiJJion 
of our pafl Sins is granted To us by God, J'afidv, gratis, Rom. iii. 24.. To tajle 
this Gift, is to perceive, to be fenfsble of, the Truth of fuch Gift of God. To be 
convinced of Life eternal through Chrift, is one of the ftrongeft Motives that can 
be urged to make any one hold fall his Profeffion. 

And have been Partakers of the Holy Ghojl. Kai fztrbyytt yivw^iv'la.c irvi.C 
iyiK. It may feem by this, as if every one who had embraced the firft Principles 
of Chrift, or had been baptized into his Religion, had been Partaker of fome, or 
other, Gift of the Holy Ghoft. And in a large Senfe this may be admitted to be 
true. But if it be imagined, that every Chriftian enjoyed fome or other of the extra¬ 
ordinary Gifts of the Spirit, fuch as healing the Sick, cajling out Devils, fpeaking 
with Tongues, and fuch like—This is more than can be fairly inferred from this 
Place. For though in fome Places, to partake of, fignifies to have a Share or Por¬ 
tion with others in common, (as when the Hebrews are faid to be, Partakers of the 
Heavenly Calling, chap. iii. 1. or Partakers of Chrijl, iii. 14.. or Chrift is faid to 
take Part of Flejh and Blood, fj.tTix&i', chap. ii. 14.) yet if a Perfon were convinced 
of the Truth of the Gofpel, by a careful Study of the Scriptures, or by feeing bim- 
fclf, or by being fully fatisfied of the Miraculous Powers and Afliftances of the 
firft Preachers of the Gofpel, he might properly enough be faid, or //eret- 

^ny-Cdvea/, to be Partaker of the Holy Ghoft. And this I fuppofe to have been 
the Cafe of many in thofe early Days. However, if the Apoftle be thought to 
fpeak of fuch as aftually had the extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoft, and yet 
through Fear of Sufferings, or by any other violent Temptation, fell away from 
Chriftianity, his Reafoning is ftill ftronger, and the Unlikelyhood of bringing fuch 
back to the Truth is ftill the greater. 


L 
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^PARAPHRASE on the 


PARAPHRASE. 


T E XT. 


Chap. 5. And have any Senfe of the comfortable 
VL and fure Word of God, which inftru&s Men 
how to adl with Uprightnefs and Honefty, in. 
every Station and Circumftance of Life: And 
have feen the wonderful Works performed in 
the Chriftian Age, which are fure Pledges of 
what will be done in due Time, according to 
what the Prophets have faid;— 

6. 1 fay, if you, who have all thefe Privi¬ 
leges and Advantages, apoftatize and give up 
your Profeffion, or indeed if you Sin wilfully, 

it 


5. And have tailed 
the good Word of God,, 
and the Powers of the 
World to come; 


6. Tf they (hall fall 
away, to- renew them- 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the HE B R E TV S. 

5. And have tajicd the good Word of God, Keti xaKair yivo0 £» p n/xa. 
t. e. Have any juft Senfe of the Word of God, which teaches Re&itude of A<!lion r 
and what a Man, as an intelligent Creature, is obliged to do, and what he is to- 
enjoy, if he obferves it, or how juftly he is punifhable if he violates it. 

And the Powers of the World to come. buvd/jLeic ts feiMov'l®. aivv&. He 
means the powerful, or miraculous Works of the Chriftian Age: God bearing them 
JVitnefs both with Signs and Wonders, and with divers Miracles, and Gifts of the 
Holy Ghojl, chap. ii. 4. The World to come , or rather the Age to come, figni- 
fted the Age of the Meftiah, which was to laft to the final Confummation of all 
Things. It is the fame with, oix»/s.'iyn jusAAva-tt, in chap. ii. 5. The Prophet 
Daniel had foretold the great Events that were to happen in the World, and had 
diftinguifhed them into certain Periods by the great Empires that were to arife, 
quite down to the Time when the Judgment was to fit. And he tells us of a cer¬ 
tain Kingdom, which, during the Fourth great Empire, the God of Heaven was to 
fit up, and which was never to be dejlroyed. Now this was plainly the Kingdom of 
Chrijl that was then juft beginning j it was then properly the Age to come, or the 
future Age: and the Powerful Works at that Time wrought, were the Powers of the 
Age to come, or, which is the fame Thing, the Powers of the Kingdom of Chrift. 

6. If they- Jhall fall away. Tla.^y.Trioov'Ja.f. This is a general Word, and not 
only fignifies, falling away, but all fsnning, i. e. all departing from the Rule that 
ought to have been followed. And accordingly the Subftantive •aafd.T'Jafj.a., is 
commonly ufed for Trefpafs , or Lapfe. Here it fhould feem to fignify, a total fall¬ 
ing away from Chrift, or at leaft a great Failure in Duty, fuch as Defirting the 
Brethren, a withdrawing from Religion in Times of Difficulties—Crimes hinted-at 
towards the Clofe of this Epiftle. Suppofe a Man once enUghtned, who fees how 
God has brought about his Schemes, and fees fuch mighty Confirmations of what 
he helieves, by Miracles and Signs; and fuppofe him.to have had a Future State and' 

a Judgment 
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TEXT. 


PARAPHRASE. 


again unto Repentance: 
Seeing they crucify to 
themfelves the Son of 
God afrefh, and put 
him to open Shame. 


7. For the Earth 
which drinketh in the 


^ is next to impoffible to bring you back, or Ch Ar - 
fo far put you into your former State as to v *' 
bring you to Repentance ; becaufe you rejedt 
the Son of God, as they did who crucified 
him ; or I may fay, ye crucify him again , and 
put him to open Shame as they did. 

7- For as a Soil that foaks up the Rain 
that often falls on it, and brings forth Fruits 

of 


NOTES on the Epistle to the HEBREWS. 

a Judgment to come laid before him: And let us fuppofe him, by the Force of vio¬ 
lent Temptation, warped into fome grievous Sin, or to be induced to apoftatize 
from the Faith—What Arguments or Motives can be urged to fuch a Man, more 
or ftronger, than what he already has been inftrudted in ; and which have proved too 
weak to hold him fteady to his Duty ? Another fort of Man may be convinced 
and converted : But after that Men are enlightned , if they refufe to adhere to the 
Truth, or a£l in Violation of it, what further Motives can be urged than what 
have been, and which have proved to be ineffectual. 

To renew them again unto Repentance. Tldriv a.vd.y.ttin^etv iic [trrdvoiitv. It is 
exceeding difficult , in a high Degree improbable, that fuch as are here defcribed 
ihould become penitent and return to their Duties. The Word, adWaJor, impof- 
fible, muft here be taken, not as implying a ftridt Philofophical Impoffibility, but a 
Moral one : For there are Inftances of Men who having been overcome by prefent 
falfe Reafonings, or by Fears, have fallen, and afterwards have returned and re¬ 
pented, and have perfcvered in their Duties with great Refolution. Novatus argued 
very abfurdly from this Paffage, to prove that Repentance for Sins committed after 
Baptifm was not to be allowed by the Chuch, nor were fuch as lapfed to be admit¬ 
ted to Communion : Or if Men fell in Times of Pefecution, they were to be (hut out 
from all Communion of the Saints. Such Difcipline tends only to make Men de- 
fpair : It is urging this Text in a Senfe contrary to Faft, as well as Reafon ; and 
the whole is founded upon a Word, which in all Moral Books fignifies only Moral 
Impoffibilities, i. e. great Difficulties. 

Seeing they crucify to themfelves. ' Kvasov p*v\a.i iavldif. The Reafon of the great 
Difficulty, or the Moral Impoffibility of a Renovation, or Return to Duty, is here 
affigned. They that fall away from Chrift, or are guilty of grofs Offences, treat 
him as if they thought that he deferved the Sentence executed upon him : And thus 
they expofe him to open Shame , and adi as if they thought that he deferved to be 
treated as he was. 

7. For the Earth. By this Comparifon, the Manner of the Apoftle’s Reafoning 
appears evident. Thofe who have been once enlightned, and have tajled the Heaven¬ 
ly Gift, &c. are fteadily to perfevere in their Duties; and are juft like good Sods, 

L a which 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 


of all Kinds, fit for them by whom it is cul¬ 
tivated, partakes of the Blefiing of God, and 
anfwers the Ends for which the Pains is taken 
on it. 

8. And that Soil which produces nothing 
but Thorns and Thirties, and fuch like 
Trumpery, is worth little; and no one thinks 
it worth his Pains to cultivate it, nay, is al- 
moft ready to curfe it, and the End of it is, 
to be negledled if not deftroyed ; juft fo is it 
with us: If we are ready and willing to im¬ 
prove the Advantages we have, the Blefling 
of God does certainly attend us: But if we 
apoftatize from the Faith, or produce not good 
works, or live not according to the Advanta¬ 
ges we have, we fhall be rejedled of God as 
unworthy his Favours, and finally be under 
that Curfe to depart into everlafting Fire pre¬ 
pared for the Devil and his Angels. 

9. But, though I fpeak in this Manner, 
warning you of the Danger and Confequences 
of Apoftacy or Sin, yet. Beloved Brethren, I 
am perfwaded that I have Reafon to look for 
much better Things from you, even fuch as 
will lead you to, and make you lay hold of. 
Salvation. 

to. For 


Rain that cometh oft 
upon it, and bringeth 
forth Herbs meet for 
them by whom it is 
drefled, receiveth Blel- 
fing from God. 

8. But that which 
beareth Thorns and 
Briars, is rejected, and 
is nigh unto curling* 
whofe End is to be 
burned. 


9. But, beloved, we 
are perfwaded better 
Things of you, and 
Things that accompany 
Salvation, though we 
thus fpeak. 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the H E E R E It'S: 

which being well watered, conftantly bring forth good Fruit, and are very juftly 
far’d to be blrffed by God. On the other Hand, Thofe who either fall away totallv 
or lapfe into great Sin, are fitly compared to barren and unfruitful Lands, which 
produce nothing, or what is worfe than nothing. Briars and Thorns. This is a 
Sea e or Condition exceeding bad; anti is at prefent, and finally will .be more fo, 
surfed by God. ^ 



Epistle to the H E B R E TV S. 


79 


r E XT'. PARAPHRASE. 


io. For God is not' 
unrighteous to forget 
your Work and Labour 
of Love, which ye have 
(hewed towards his 
Name, in that ye have 
miniftred to the Saints, 
and yet do minifter. 


II. And we defire 
that every one of you 
do (hew the fame Dili¬ 
gence to the full Aflu- 
rance of Hope unto the 
End. 


io. For God is a Being of Juftice, Good- 
nefs, and Mercy, and therefore will not for¬ 
get the Pains you have taken, and the Labour 
to fhew your Regard to him, and the Love 
you have for his Honour, and to propagate 
his Glory, manifefted very clearly in your 
having with Diligence miniftred unto the 
Saints, and continuing ftill in the fame friend¬ 
ly Office of comforting and relieving them. 

it. And what I further defire of youfis, 
that every one of you would fhew the fame 
Diligence to preferve and keep up, and mani- 
feft. to others, quite to the End of your Lives, 
the fame Hope of eternal Life which has 
been given you by the Gofpel: Nor do I 
mean merely the fame Hope , but that/ir// Af- 
furance of it which you have fhewn on all 
proper Occafions. 

12. That 
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ri. To the full AJfurance of Hope unto the End. X\hv£y%ofta.v d T^e<‘ 

T4*K s. The Term, nrrr^oicpia, full AJfurance, or as it is elfewhere rendered, 
Futnefs , implies, the Effect, or Confequenee, of what it is applied to. In this Place 
the Apoftle defires, that the Hebrews in general, would fhew the fame Diligence 
that fome of them had done, in miniftring to the Saints ; and he urges, that the Hope 
they had would lead them,. if they confidered it as they ought, to aft in this Manner. 
The Convtftion they had of their Hope of eternal Joys, would lead them to do 
good to others quite to the End of their Lives. So, Let us draw near with a true . 
Heart , sr svAitfcp opia. -iricsar, in fulnefs of Faith, chap. x. 22. ice. having not on¬ 
ly-a full Conviftion of Mind that our Faith is well grounded, but that we are to 
aft in Inch or fuch Manner in Confequence of it. So too, Col. ii. 2. That their 
Hearts being knit together in Love , and unto all Riches f the full A-ffu ranee of Under- 
Jlanding , sir no -J. ja vnov d as 'f awiatue, to the Acknowledgment of 

the Mt/lery of God ,. and of the Father , and of Chrijl. He means. Being knit toge¬ 
ther in Love, and to all the good Effects and natural Confequences arilintr from our 
Underftanding, and acknowledging the Myftery of God. When the Word is ufed 
without any other joined to it, as I Thef. i. 5. if ■vn.itgofotiq. v ovx'h, in much Affu - 
ranee, the Word iftipUes much more thao AJfurance. Our- Gofpel came not unto 

ym.. 
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12. That ye may not be remifs and carelefs 
in your Duties, but be fteady Imitators of 
them,'who being convinced of the Truth of 
what God has laid, went on in what was 
right, with Conftancy and Perfeverance; and 
thus are in Pofleflion of the Promifes made 
to them. 

13, 14. To encourage you in this fteady 
Perfeverance, and full AJfurance of Hope of 
what is promifed to you, confider the Cafe of 
Abraham himfelf. For when God made a 
Promife to Abraham to beftow a Bleffing up¬ 
on 

N O T E S on the Epistle to the H E B R E JVS. 

you inWord only, but alfo in Power, and in the Holy Ghoft, and in all the great 
Effects and Confequences that have arifen from your being fully perfuaded of it’s 
Truth. Whatever it is, that this Term, mhny fof'm, is applied to, whether it be 
Faith, Hope, Under/landing, it implies fuch a Fulnefs as leads a Man to adt readily 
and determinately upon it. ' 

12. Inherit the Promifes. Kkngyoo/tiloTiiV rdf iirayyikias. Be ye Imitators of 
them who through Faith and long Suffering inherit the Promifes made by God. He 
means fuch good Chriftians as had perfevered in their Profeffion of Chrift, and were 
now in adlual Pofleflion of what God had promifed to Abraham. The Time was 
now come, when all the Promifes made to Abraham were accompliihed. He had 
three or four diftinct ones made to him : One was of a Son in his old Age; 2 fe- 
cond was, that through this^Son a Bleffing was to be derived to all the Earth • the 
third was, that his Seed Ihould increafe as the Sand upon the Sea-Shore, and the 
laft was, that they fhould be fettled in the Land of Canaan. All this was now feen 
to have come to pafs: and therefore the Apoftle encourages the Hebrews to be Imi¬ 
tators of thole who had gone before them, in Faith, and Hope ; fince they now faw 
the Promifes all made good, and thofe who believed in Chrift, in Pofleflion of that 
which had been fo long expected. 

13. For when God made Promife to Abraham. Ta iorttyyc-ikd./j.£v(^ 

0 ©soj. It is plain, that fomething here is to be fupplied, in order to connetft 
what is here faid about Abraham, and the Oath made to him, with what the Apo- 
flle is faying. And what that is, is fufliciently clear from ver. 20. where he fpeaks 
•of our Saviour as having entered Heaven for its, and having promifed that to us. We 
then who believe in Chrift (who has promifed us eternal Life) mult wait with Pa¬ 
tience ; and not give over atfting as we ought, through Apprehenflon that God will 
iaot perform his Promife made by Chrift, though we think it long; for what God 

has 


TEXT. 

12. That ye be not 
flothfu], but Followers 
of them who through 
Faith and Patience in¬ 
herit the Promifes. 


13. For when God 
made Promife to Abra- 
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ham, becaufe he could 
fwear by no greater, he 
fware by himfelf, 

14. Saying, Surely 
blefiing I will blefs thee, 
and multiplying I will 
multiply thee. 


15. And fo after he 
had patiently endured, 
he obtained the Pro- 
mi fe. 


on him, becaufe he could fwear by no one C 
greater than himfelf, he made no Hefitation, 
but fware by himfelf, that in BleJJing he would 
blefs him, and in multiplying he would multiply 
his Seed as the Stars of Heaven, and as the Sand 
which is upon the Sea Shore, and thy Seed Jhall 
poffefs the Gate of his Enemies. And in thy Seed 
Jhall all the Nations of the Earth be blejfed, 
Gen. xxii. iy, 18. 

15. Now this was not, indeed it could 
not be, inftantly performed: and there¬ 
fore Abraham was forced to wait with Pa¬ 
tience a long time, and he fupported himfelf 
with Hopes that God would in due Time ac- 
complifh what he faid : And now he may be 
laid even to obtain the Promife, lince his Seed 
has been multiplied as was promifed, and the. 

Bleffing 
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has promifed he will certainly perform. As Abraham therefore, after patient wait¬ 
ing, did at laft obtain what was promifed him, fo likewife {hall we, if we faint not. 
The Reafoning then {lands thus: Imitate them who through Faith and Patience 
inherit thePromifes; and in particular, imitate Abraham to whom God made a 
Promife that was not inftantly to be accomplilhed. He patiently waited ; and he 
was allured that what was promifed would be made good. It was indeed a Promife 
made, and bound with an Oath; that thofe who were concerned might be the more 
certain, that it would be made good ; and they were in full Hope that all that was- 
faid would be made good. So likewife, we may be certain, that his Promifes made to • 
us will be made good, Since Chrift our Forerunner is gone to take Pofttflion of 
Heaven for u9. 

The Apoftle has argued in the Epiftle to the Galatians juft in the fame Manner. 

1 fpeak, fays he, after the Manner of Men : Though it be a Mans Covenant, yet if it ' 
be confirmed, no Man difannulleth, or added thereto. Now to Abraham’r Seed were 
the Promifes made. Gal. iii, 15, 16. And if ye be Chrift's, then are ye Abraham’s 
Seed, and Heirs according to Promife, ver. 29. All the World was to be blejfed 
through Abraham’s Seed: i. e. through the Mefliah, Jefus Chrift. We then who 
believe in Chrift are the Perfons blefled through him; and are to receive what is 
promifed by him. 

15. And fo after he had patiently endured, he obtained the Promifi. Ktti 'It a fs-a- 
»f*6i ip-hottf ITMVX* * iTsa.y yit.Uf. The Promife was, in bleffing I will blefs tbee, 

and. 


a > 
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Chap. Blefling of all the Earth is now come. It 
VI- was indeed a Promife made with an Oath, 
and we know the ftridt Obligation thence 
arifing. 

j 6. For Men indeed always fwear by one 
that is greater than themfelves, or engage to 
perform what they promife by appealing to 
one fuperior to themfelves; and an Oath is 
that Sort of Thing that puts an End to all 
Controverfy and Debate. 

17. God therefore being willing more a- 
bundantly to fhew unto Abraham, and to all 
thofe who were entitled to the good Things 
defigned and promifed—to fhew I fay his 
Refolution to give them, and the Immutabi¬ 
lity of what he faid, he interpofed with an 
Oath made by himfelf. 

18. That by two immutable Things, viz. 
a Promise and an Oath, in either of which it 
was impoffible for God to fail or difappoint, 
and much lefs when any Thing flood con¬ 
firmed by Both, we that believe in him might 
have great Comfort and Afliirance. We,- I 
fay, who believe in Chrifl, and have fled 
from the Wickednefles that are in the World, 
to lay hold of that Happinefs which is fet 
before us, and which we have juft Reafon to 
expedt. 

19. Which 


TEXT. 


16. For Men verily 
fwear by the Greater; 
and an Oath for Con¬ 
firmation is an End of 
all Strife. 


17. Wherein God 
willing more abun¬ 
dantly to fhew unto 
the Heirs of Promife the 
Immutability of his 
Counfel confirmed it by 
an Oath. 


18. That by two 
immutable Things in 
which it was impoffible 
for God to lie, we might 
have a ftrong Confola- 
tion, who have fled 
for Refuge to lay hold 
upon the Hope fet be¬ 
fore us: 
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and in multiplying 1 will multiply thee, ver. 14. Abraham waited with Patience ma¬ 
ny Years ere he could fee any Pofterity from Ifaac: But at length what was pro¬ 
mifed about the Encreafe of his Family, was made good; and he obtained not the 
Promifes , but The Promife, the particular Promife of blejfmg and multiplying him, 
or enlarging his Family. “ * 
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19. Which we have 
as an Anchor of the 
Soul both fure and fted- 
faft, and which entereth 
into that within the 
Veil. 


20. Whither the 
Forerunner is for us en¬ 
tered, even Jefus, made 
an High Prieft for ever 
after the Order ofMel- 
chifedec. 


19. Which Hope is to the Soul in the midft Chap. 
of Temptations, what an Anchor is to a Ship L Yjl { 
tofied about in the Sea, it is a Stay upon 
which we may rely, firm and fure ; and it is 

what will lead us into Heaven itfelf, that true 
Holy of Holies which lies within the Veil. 

20. Into which Place Jefus is entered for 
our Advantage and Benefit; as our Forerunner 
to prepare it for us againft we come. Jefus 
I fay who is made an High Prieft for ever af¬ 
ter the Order of Melchifedec, which is a 
Point of Importance for you to underftand, 
and which therefore now I will explain. 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the HEBREWS. 

19. Which entereth into that within the Veil. Elf to \aaTigjV V Ka'Ia.'TiTda'^ct- 
7 ®*- The Apoftle means that the Hope that is fet before us, is not limited to any 
Thing temporal or prefent, but reaches to Heaven and Heavenly Things, which he 
compares to the Holy of Holies ; to that Part of the Tabernacle which Was behind 
or within the Second Veil. Vid. chap. ix. 3. 

20. Whither the Forerunner. "Orv. Into which, Jefus is entered, chap. ix. 
* 4 - 


M 


SECT. 



84 ^ PARAPHRASED^ 


SECT. VII. 

CHAP. VII. 1, - 10. 

CONTENTS. 

T H E Apoftle having mentioned two or three times before, 
that Chrift was a Prieft after the Order of Melchifedec, he 
now comes to give an Account of this great Perfonj and to prove 
that he was greater than their Forefather Abraham. From hence 
he argues, that if a Prieft was to arife of the fame Sort and Order 
that Melchifedec was, he muft be of an Order fuperior to the pre- 
fent Aaronical Priefthood; and confequently that the Levitical 
Priefthood muft be changed. Now Chrift being a Prieft of this 
fuperior Order, the Hebrews ought not any longer to adhere to 
the Levitical Priefthood, nor to the Mofaical Difpenfation, but to 
that of Chrift which was prior and fuperior to it. 

CHAP. VII. 


PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 


Chap. 

VII. 



O R this Melchifedec, whom I men¬ 
tioned, was King of Salem , and was 

not 


I. 'C' O R this Mel- 
X 1 chifedec, King 
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1. For this Melchifedec. The Apoftle had fpoken of an High Prieft after the 
Order of Melchifedec thrice before, chap. v. 6, 10. vi. 20. And he had hinted, 
that he had many Things to fay of him , aud hard to be underflood. All therefore that 
has been faid in the preceding Chapter is a Digreflion, from which he now returns 
in order to explain what he meant by Strong Meat. He had proved before, that 
Chrift was far more excellent than Mofes: That he was as properly called of God an 
High Priefl as was Aaron: That the Chriftian Reft was fuperior to that promifed 
to the Jews: And now he undertakes to fhew the Dignity and Excellency of the 
Chriftian High Prieft, to be fuperior to, and greater than, that of Aaron, or the 
Levitical High Priefls. The Topics by which he proves this, are, That the fame 

Prieft 
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of Salem, Prieft of the not only a Worfhipper of the One God and Chap, 
moil high God, who Father of all, but adfed as the Prieji of the 
met Abraham returning mo ft high God. He brought forth Bread 

the 1 *Kings, ^ and Seffed an . d Wine to refrefh Abraham and the People 
hj m> with him, when he returned from the Slaugh¬ 

ter of the Kings, and had refcued his Brother 
Lot that had fallen into their Hands; and in 
the Name of God he blelfed Abraham , and 
gave Thanks to God in a folemn manner for 
the Vi&ory which he had given to him, Gen. 
xiv. 19, 20. 

2. To whom alfo 2. Abraham likewife divided and gave to 
Abraham gave a tenth this Man the Tenth Part of all his Spoils. It 
Part of all : Firft being j g ver y remarkable, that this Word, Melchife- 

of RighteoufneTs, and dec > ri g nifies > King of Righteoufnefs, or King 
after that alfo King of of Peace, as well as King of a certain City cal- 
Salem, which is King of led Salem ; and the Name is very proper to 
* >eace » put us in Mind of his Office. 

3. Without Father, 3 - This Melchifedec has no Father, nor 
without Mother, with- Mother, nor Pedigree ever mentioned; we 

know 
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Prieft now abideth always, and does not die, as the Aaronkal Priefts do; and that 
he has no Sins of his own to offer for, as they had. Before he enters into this, Mel- 
chifedtc and Chrijl are compared together, as being like each other in feveral Cir- 
cumftances. Both were Kings of Peace and Righteoufnefs ; and neither of them 
deduced their Right to their refpeftive Priefthood from any SucceJJion. Both of them 
exercifed the Office of Blejftng , as Priejis: and neither of them deriving from Paren¬ 
tage their Office, it follows, that no Obje&ion can be raifed againft the Priefthood 
of the One, which does not equally lie againft the Priefthood of the Other. 

z. To whom alfo. Great as Abraham was, yet he gave Tithes to, and was blejfed 
by, Melchifedec: And in Confequence, this Prieji was greater than Abraham-, for 
without all Contradiction the lefs is blejfed of the better, ver. 7. 

3. TVithout Father,, without Mother. 'Aird.Taf, iptnuf. No more is intended 
by this, than toobferve, that the Father or Mother of him are nowhere mentioned, 
nor are they pretended to be known ; nor is any Hint of his Family taken Notice 
of in the Scriptures which mention him. He was indeed King of Salem, whether 
by that Word be meant Jerufalem, as the Jews and the Antient Fathers commonly 

M 2 underftood 
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T E XT. 


Chap. 

VII. 


know nothing of either his Birth or his 
Death ; But this we fee plainly, that he was 

like 


out Defcent, having 
neither Beginning of 
Days, nor End of Life j 
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underftood it; or as Jerom contends, King of Salem, a Village near Scythopolis, where 
the Ruins of his Palace were (hewn. vid. Huron, ad Evagr. But it is no where 
faid, from whom he defcended, nor who his Parents were, or that he was of any 
Line or Family to which Priefthood was annexed, as was the Cafe of the Aaronical 
Priefts. As w.e know nothing of his Birth, or Death, or Parentage, it is certain 
that no particular Succejfton was neceflary either to con/litute him a Prieft, or to con¬ 
tinue him in that Office. For had That been at all neceflary, fomething of that 
Sort would have been mentioned. 

It has been the Conjecture of a very learned Writer, that Melcbifedec 
“ is faid to be without Father and without Mother , becaufe his Parents not living 
“ with him, were unknown in that Country.” The Inftances produced feem not 
to prove the Point for which they are brought. His Lordfhip thus goes on. 
“ Thus Seneca, fpeaking of Two of the antient Kings of Rome, fays, That Servius 
“ had no Mother, and Ancus no Father, which he afterwards explains, by faying, 
M that it was not known who was the Father of Ancus: And hence alfo Horace fays, 

“ ■ ■■ —-Perfuades hoc tibi vere 

“ Ante Poteftatem Tulli atque ignobile Regnum, 

“ Multos fepe viros, nullis majoribus ortos, 

“ Et vixifle probos, amplis & honoribus audios. 

Hor. Serm. Lib. I. Sat. vi. 

The Words of Seneca ate—Duos Romanos Reges ejfe quorum alter Patrem non ha- 
bet, alter Matrem. Nam de Servii Matre dubitatur. And Pater Marcius, Numee 
nepos dicitur. Epift. 109. Edit. Bafil. 1529. Thefe Inftances only prove, that 
fuch Language as, without Father, without Mother, may be ufed, when the Ance- 
ftors of any one were Perfons ob/cure, or of no Note or Figure in Life, or when a Que- 
ftion may be made who was the Father or Mother: And they will prove, that there is 
no Occafion to fuppofe Melcbifedec to have been an Angel, or not a Man, from fuch 
Language concerning him. But here the Intent and Deftgn of the Apoftle in the 
Ufe of fuch Expreffions is to be confidered. He was to prove, that there was no 
Neceffity of Succejfton iA the Office of this Priefthood, as there was in the Aaronical 
Inftitution. No Father, no Mother of Melcbifedec is ever mentioned ; no Pedigree, 
jio Genealogy, is fo much as hinted at. From whence he concludes, that there 
was no Neceffity of Family, Tribe, Nation, or Succeffion, in order to be a 
Priejl as he was. 

Having neither Beginning of Days nor End of Life. This is remarked here for 
thefame Rtafon as the former Words, without Father , without Mother , in Oppo- 

iition 
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TEXT. 

but made like unto the 
Son of God, abideth a 
Prieft continually. 


4. Nowconfiderhow 
great this Man was, 
unto whom even the 
Patriarch Abraham gave 
the Tenth of the Spoils. 


5. And verily they 
that are of the Sons of 


PARAPHRASE. 

like to the Son of God in this Refpetft, that Chap. 
he continues a Prieft for ever : for the Pfalm- 
ift makes Continuance for ever the diftinguifh- 
ing Mark of the Priefthood of Melchifedec. 

4. Confider now what Sort of Man, and 
how confiderable, this Melchifedec was, unto 
whom the Patriarch Abraham gave the Tenth 
of the Spoils he had taken. He muft have 
been greater than Abraham , and acknowledg¬ 
ed fuch even by the Patriarch himfelf, becaufe 
he gave him the Tenth of his Spoils. 

5. You fee how this is even in yonr own 
Affairs. For the Priefls among you have a 
Command from God to take Tithes of their 

Brethren: 


. NOTES on the Epistle to the HEBREWS. 

fition to the Levitieal Priejls, who were obliged to be of a certain Age, before they 
were admitted to minifter, and were difmifTed the Service at a certain Age again. 
Numb. iv. 35, 39, 43, 47. Had this been mentioned with any other View, than 
to fliew that Succejjion was unnecejfary to one that ailed upon the Foot that Melchi- 
ftdec did, the Apoltle would not have faid. Having neither Beginning of Days , nor 
End of Life , but would have mentioned fome Period for beginning or ending his Mi- 
niftry. But defigning only to (hew, that Succejfson was not in the Priefthood of 
Melchifedec, he obferves that neither Beginning nor End is mentioned at all j and 
confequently, that the Melchife dechi an Priefthood had this Advantage over the Aaro- 
nieal, as not to be liable to change. 

But made Hie to the Son of God. ’ h^ofi.otaiAv 1 ^ 71J i|c? ? 0 s?. Being Hie to the 
Son of God: Not as without Father, and without Mother, but as being a Prieft 
without deriving that Office by way of Succejfion. Lifts of Genealogies were always 
kept among the Jews, that it might appear how every one was defeended : Nor 
could any one be admitted to ail as a Prie/l, unlefs he could prove his Defcent, not 
only from the Tribe of Levi, but from the Family of Aaron. But Melchifedec was 
a Prieft of God, like the Son of God, not having any Genealogy, from which his 
Privilege of ailing in that Office was derived: Nor is there any Mention of any 
Alteration or Change of his Office by Death ; nor any Succejfors to him mentioned. 
Therefore thole that are Priefts, as he was, abide Priefts for ever. 

4. Now cmfsder how great this Man was. Ota fun j ■o-it/ox®' SY©- 1 . Conft- 
der what Sort of Man this was. He was fuperior to Abraham, for he blejfed him : 
And he was fuperior ftill to Levi, or any Son of hi9, fince, if I may be allowed to 
fay fo, They paid Tithes in Abraham : For the lefs is blejfed of the better , ver. 6. 7, 9,' 
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Chap. Brethren : And though they all came out from Levi, who receive the 

V 11, the fame common Parent Abraham, and there- P ffice of the Priefthood, 
l—v - "”*' r i, i i have a Commandment 

fore were all equal to one another, yet as the t0 Tithes of the 

Priefts receive Tithes, and have the Honour People according to the 
of the Priefthood conferred on them, they Law, that is of their 
are advanced above their Brethren. And fo it Brethren thou | h th yy 
is in this (_aie. c f Abraham. 

6. But then he that is not defcended from 6. But he whofe De- 

any of the Tribe of Levi, received Tithes fceilt is not counted 
from Abraham , and blefled him who had the the m, received 

Promifes; and confequently was Juperior to and blefled him that had 

, him. the Promifes. 

7. For this can never be denied or gain- 7. For without all 
fayed, that the Inferior is blefled by him that 9 0 " 1 - the lefs 
is Superior : Therefore Melchifedec was a Per- ls e e 0 the better- 
fon fuperior to Abraham, as the Priefts of the 

Tribe of Levi are fuperior in this Refpedt to 
their Brethren. 

8. Nor is this all: There is another Cir- 8. And here Men 
cumftance which demonftrates the great Dif- * hat d * e receive Tithes; 
ference and Superiority of the Priefthood of ^iofwhom itTwk- 
the Order of Melchifedec above that of Levi, nefled that he liveth. 

In this latter Cafe, Men that die take Tithes 

of others that are their Brethren ; but in the 
former Cafe, i. e. of Melchifedec, he does not 
die, for it is faid of him, he liveth for ever. 

9. And 
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6. Bui he whofe Defcent it not counted from them, received Tithes of Abraham. 
This fufficiently explains what is meant in the preceding Verfes, by Melchifedec’s 
being faid to be oixaref, dpinop, without Father or Mother. His Genealogy was 
not derived either from Abraham's Line, orjsom any other: But fuch as he was, 
he exercifed the Prieftly Office, and bleffed him that had the Promifes. 

8. Here Men that die receive Tithes \ but there he receiveth them, of whom it it wit- 
nejfed that be liveth. Kai i<tt /Av J'ticaTet.t d.irtbintMi'lu av'lp o-ros t.et/j.Cdve<sr 

txei 
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‘TEXT. 

9. And as I may fo 
fay, Levi alfo, who re¬ 
ceived Tithes, payed 
Tithes in Abraham. 

10. For he was yet 
in the Loins of his Fa¬ 
ther when Melchifedec 
met him. 


PARAPHRASE. 

9. And indeed, if I may be allowed to ex- Chap. 
prefs myfelf in fuch a Manner, even Levi, 

who receiveth Tithes of others, paid Tithes _ 
himfelf when Abraham paid them. 

10. For he may be confidered as paying 
Tithes to Melchifedec, when his Father Abra¬ 
ham paid them to this King of Peace and 
Righteoufnefs. If therefore Abraham him¬ 
felf was inferior to Melchifedec, and the Hebrew 
Priefthood which dies is inferior to one that 
lives for ever, it follows, that ye ought not fo 
much to magnify the Law of Mofes, nor to 
depend upon Sacrifices, and a Priefthood of 
an inferior Order, when you may enjoy one 
fo much fuperior. 
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iml J'i, /xtfplupB/uei'®' oti £?■ And here [according to the Law] Men that die 
take Tithes ; hut there, [in the Cafe of Melchifedec ] He, of whom it is witnejfed that 
he liveth. As to the Tingle Point of taking Tithes, the Cafe was the fame both in 
the Law and in Melchifedec. But the Difference here confidered is. That of 
Men who die, and of one of whom it is witnejfed that he liveth. Men that die have 
their Succejfors, to whom Tithes are regularly and conftantly paid : But Melchifedec 
is not faid to have any Succejfor, but himfelf to continue a Priejl for ever. So 
much then as a Priejl for ever is fuperior to a fucceffsvc Priejlhoocl, fo much muft 
that of Melchifedec excel that of Aaron, 


SECT. 



A PARAPHRASEwA 


9® 


SECT. VIII. 

CHAP. VII. 11. ——28. 

CONTENTS. 

T H E Priefthood of the Order of Melchifedec being (hewn to 
be fuperior , and of an higher Nature than the Aaronical 
Priefthood—in order to obtain the Advantages of that more excel¬ 
lent Priefthood, the Apoftle fhews that there ought to be a Change 
made in the prefent; and accordingly, that which Chrift has intro¬ 
duced, and exercifes, is juft fuch a Priefthood as that of Melchifedec 
was; it is unchangeable , and leads to Perfection ; and confequently 
it is beft fitted to anfwer all Ends of a Priejlhood. The Hebrews 
therefore ought to come in, and fteadily adhere, to Chrift. 

PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 

Chap. 1 i. TF therefore the PerfeSlion of Man, the If therefore Per- 

VII- 1 utmojl PerfeSlion that we are able to ar- t , he 

rive at, and which we were defigned for, under it the People ' rc . 
were to be attained by the Levitical Priefthood, 

(for under that the People received the Law of 

Mofes) 
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II. If therefore Perfection were by the Levitical Priejlhood. y E / fiv ir TSXsiW/r, 
J'ui -f Aivi'l/x.tif h&fvvnf nr. By Perfeliton here is intended, the Highejl Hap- 
pinefs that we are capable of receiving, and that for which we were intended by God. 
Wherever there is a Performance of thofe Things which are declared by God, there 
is faid to be a rthtiaaif, a making them good, a bringing them to Perfection, 
Luke i. 45. Now the Levitical Priejlhood could only free Men from thofe Sins which 
were Obit ruCtions to a temporal Happinefs ; it could not be of Service in Cafe of 
many Sins which the Law provided no Remedy for. And as Man is capable of 
of Immortality , the Attainment of That is plainly his Perfection-, and the Priefthood 
that conveys to us this State, is more excellent , and fuperior to That, which could 
only confer a lefjer Good. 
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‘TEXT. 


PARAPHRASE. 


ceived the Law) what 
further Need was .tjhere 
that another f’rieft 
fhould arife after the 
Order of Melchifedec, 
and not be called after 
the Order of Aaron ? 


12. For the Prieft- 
hood being changed, 
there is made of Necef- 
fity a Change alfo of 
the Law. 


Mofes) what Occafion ftill was there that am- Chap. 
ther Prieft (hould arife after the Order or Form VII, 
of Melchifedec, and that he (hould be called of 
that Order, and not be called after the Order 
of Aaron ? Why is it faid in the Scriptures, 

Thou art a Priejl for ever after the Order of 
Melchifedec ? Why is it not faid, Thou art a 
Prieft for ever after the Order of Aaron ? 

12. Does not this neceflarily imply that 
there was to be a Change of the Law ? For if 
the Priefthood be altered, on which the Sa¬ 
crifices depend; then the great Day of Expi¬ 
ation, and all the good Effects of That, mull 
ceafe, and indeed there mull be an entire 
Change of the Law; for the Law, without 
the appointed Expiations, would be of no 
Service to any Body. And in Truth it mull 
be fo on other Accounts. 

13. For 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the H E B R EiWS. 

What further Need was there that another Priejl jhould arife. 7 U It/ yjiia Ka¬ 
ra. T ri^tv MiAy/atJ'iK trie*'’ avisaSK, iipia. The Levitical Priefthood was ap¬ 
pointed when the Law was given to the Jews: And it was of Ufe, as by it Re- 
miilion of fuch Sins was obtained, as were obftruftive to the Happinefs which was 
promifed to that People. But could Perfection have been had by the Priefthood ap¬ 
pointed under the Law, or had That been the Defign of it, the Scriptures would 
have had no Occafion to mention another Prieft. And jet we find in David’s 
Time, 400 Years after the Law, Mention is made of a Prieft after the Order of 
Melchifedec, who was to continue for ever. Why fhould this new Prieft be men¬ 
tioned at all; or why was he faid to be after the Order of Melchifedec-, or why 
not of the Order ejlahlijhed, if that had been intended to bring Men to Perfection? 
The Truth is, the Priefthood of the Law was defigned for a particular End, 
during the Law ; and not to give Remiflion of all Sins, or to bring Men to perfeQ 
Happinefs. 

12. For the Priejlhood being changed, there is made of Necejfity a Change alfo of the 
Law. Another Prieft arifing, there muft be a Change of the Priejlhood ; but how 
does it follow that there muft be a Change of the Law ? For though the Priefthood 
admitted an Alteration, might not the Law as to other Points have continued the 
fame? The Truth is, fo much of the Law concerns the Priefthood immediately ; 

N All 
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A PARAPHRASE on tie 


PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 

*p. 13. For he that was defigned t to be this 1 Tor he of whom 

11 • Prieft after the Order of Melchifedec, and who thefe T h '«gs are fpoken 
' 'was intended by God for this Office, was not Triberf which no Man 
■to be of the Tribe of Levi, but of another gave Attendance at the 
Tribe, of which no Man ever gave Attendance Attar - 
at the Altar. And if the Tritje of Levi, be fet 
afide, then x there mud be a Change &f the 
Law. ' V 

14. Now it is very evident, that ofcr Lord, 1,4. Fqr it ^evident 
who is the Perfon that was all along defigned tliat our iL6fa'\fprang 
and fpoken of; did in Faft arife out of Judah, 
as being of the fame Tribe that David was : thing concerning Pri’eft- 
And Mofes fpake nothing of a Priefthood be- hood, 
longing to the Tribe of Judah. 

15. Nor 


NOTESon the Epistle to the HE B R E JV S. 

All their Sacrifices, Oblations, Purifications, their great Day of Atonement, and, 
in Short, all their Temple Service, that fuppofing thefe to have been abolifhed, 
or fet afide, their Law itfelf might properly be faid to be changed. . But there is 
ftill a jufter Reafon for this Inference of the Apoftle. The Law had promifed tem¬ 
poral Bleflings to it’s Obfervers, and had denounced as fevere Curfes on fuch as dif¬ 
obeyed it: And as there could not in the Nature pf Things but be frequent Lapfes, 
and Deviations from Obedience, a Priefthood was appointed, and a Method of Expi¬ 
ation by Means of them, to reftore the Offenders to what they had no Right to but 
'by Obedience. If therefore the Priejlhood was changed, the Means of Atonement 
were taken away ; and the Promifes, annexed only to Obedience, or Propitiation, 
‘were void or of no Effedt to all j and in Confequence, the Law itfelf was infignifi- 
cant and ufelefs, and muft be either changed or abolifhfed quite, the End of it being 
quite loft. 

13. For he of whom thefe Things are fpoken. Viz. The Chrift, who was to be of 
the Order of Melchifedec. This is another Reafon why the Law was to be changed. 
For the Priefthood being defigned to be, not in the Tribe of Levi which the Law 
of Mofes had abfolutely fixed it to, the Change of the Priefthood to one of another 
Tribe muft change the whole. Now Chrift being the Perfon all along defigned to 
be this New Prieft, and he defending from Judah, the Law itfelf muft be 
changed. 

14. Of which Tribe Mofes fpake nothing concerning Prieflhood. Ei s tlr piiAwr 
iJ'iv urtfi h&avi/Hf ~MvaUf ihd.A»a. Mofes fpake nothing concerning Priefthood 
as belonging or relating to that Tribe. 
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'TEXT. PARAPHRASE. 


15. And it is vet far 
more evident: For that 
after the Similitude of 
Melchifedec there ari- 
feth another Prieft, 


16. Who is made, 
not after the Law of a 
carnal Commandment 
but after the Power of 
an endlefs Life, 


15. Nor canyon pretend that the Prieft- Chap.. 
hood was transferred from one Tribe to ano- , f 
ther, from Levi to Judah , and yet that it 
continues the fame ftill: No. The Law it- 

felf muft be changed, if there is another Prieft 
after the Order of Melchifedec , 

16. Who is conftituted not as the Law of 
Mofes appoints, where when one Man dies 
another is to fucceed him in his Office, or as 
the Nature of Man requires, who can execute 
this Office no longer than the Man can conti¬ 
nue in his Flejh. (And this muft be the Cafe, 
were the Priefthood only transferred from the 
Tribe of Levi to that of Judah , and with this 
only Alteration to continue on) But this is not 
the Cafe: For the Priefthood that was ap¬ 
pointed, was to be, and continue for ever, in 
an endlefs and indiffolvable Life, 

17. For 
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15. And it is yet far more evident, for that afttr the Similitude of Melchifedec, 

there arifeth another Priejl. Kati /ntexosoTt^yv It/ koltolS 'maov e«r/, «i rntra r 
bjcotinnla. hlthytoiJ'ix. aVis-oJa/ U pm fSTtg?/. And this is If ill more evident , if 
another Priejl arifeth according to the Similitude of Melchifedec. It is more evident 
that the Law muft be changed, if a Prieft arifeth who is never to die, but to conti¬ 
nue for ever. For let the Priefthood be in any Tribe, it can continue according to 
the Legal Eftablilhment only for the natural Life of a Man, and then Provifion is 
made for a Succejfor : but the Priefthood, according to the Similitude of Melchifedec, 
admits of no fuch Thing as StecceJ/ion , but is for, an indijfoluble 

Life. 

16. Who is made not afttr the Law of a carnal Commandment. Here a carnal 
Commandment is oppofed to a Power of living for ever, or an indijfoluble Life. A 
carnal Commandment therefore is a Law which concerns the Flejh that dies: 
Whereas a Priefthood for ever, does not depend upon Flejh, which in the common 
Courfe of Things'foon comes to an End. The Apoftle therefore is not fpeaking of 
the Law as enjoining Sacrifices, or any other external Worlhip, but of the Neceflity 
of the Law of Mofes being changed, fince a Prieft was to arife of a quite different 
Sort, who was to live for ever. For fo are the Words of the Pfalmift, Thou art a 
Priejl for ever, after the Order of Melchifedec. 

N 2 
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TEXT. 


Chap. 17. For the Words of the # Prophet are, 
V1I> Then art a Prieji for ever after the Order of 
L u Melchifedec. This Priefthood therefore does 
not depend upon the Flejh ; but the Perfon 
fpoken of is One Perfon, not a Series or Suc- 
cefjion and he was to enjoy an endlefs Life , a 
Life that was not to have an End, as that of 
the prefent Priefthood has. 

18. This fhews very plainly, that the Law 
itfelf was to be changed, and was not to con¬ 
tinue in Force upon the Change of the Prieft¬ 
hood, or it’s being transferred to any other 
Tribe : That there is and muft be a laying afde 
of the preceding Commandment by Reafon of 
it’s Infufficiency and UfeleJfneJ's to do that which 
moll naturally might be expedted from it, 
viz. the bringing Men to Perfection. 

19. For 


17. For he teftifieth, 
Thou art a Prieji for 
ever after the Order of 
Melchifedec. 


18. For there is ve¬ 
rily a difannulling of the 
Commandment going 
before, for the Weak- 
nefs and Unprofitable- 
nefs thereof. 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the HEBREWS. 

18. For verily there is a difannulling of the Commandment going before. *A04t non 
filv yb y\vi\d.i nt(ya.ykan< srjoAwf. ’A04 t wins is properly a laying it aftde, a reject¬ 
ing it, a difregarding it, arifing from it’s Weaknefs and Unprofitablenefs. The Weak- 
nefs of the Law is prefled by St Paul, Rom. viii. 3. What the Law could not do in 
that it was weak through the Flefh, God fending his own Son in the Likenefs of ftnful 
Flejh, and for Sin, condemned Sin in the Flejh. It’s Weaknefs lay in this, that it 
made nothing perfect. It was inflituted for another Purpofe ; and therefore it could 
not jujl'tfy, or make Men righteous before God. This will be (hewn at large in 
the following Chapters; and confequently, that there was no Perfection by the Le- 
vitical Priefthood. And as to it’s Unprofitablenefs —if it could not make Men, what 
was chiefly to be defired, happy in the Enjoyment of Heaven, it was of little Mo¬ 
ment even to thofe who were under it. As the Law did not aim at the bringing 
thofe who were fubjeft to it to a perfect State, but only to clear Men from Offen¬ 
ces which were ObftrutSions to a prefent temporal Good, it is juftly reprefented as 
weak, as not having Strength, Gal. iv. q. as beggarly Elements. It was not 

unnatural to expect from a Law of God’s own Inflitution, that it would lead Men 
to the greateft Good that they were capable of enjoying. But the Law of Mofes 
had a quite different End; it was defigned for a different Purpofe ; and confequently 
it had no Strength to carry Men to what it was not intended to bring them. 
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TEXT. PARAPHRASE . 

19. For the Law jg. For the Law of Mofes was not calcu-CHAp. 

made nothing perfedt, j ate( j to bring Men to the Perfection which V * 1- 
but the bringing in of a . . , P J , . r , t—v—■ 

better hope did, by the the y mi g ht have, or were capable of. It 
which we draw nigh confifted in fuch Things as were fuited only 
unto God. to the prefent Circumllances of Life : but the 

introducing of a better Hope upon it, which 
turned Mens Eyes and Thoughts upon ano¬ 
ther Life, even upon a future State, which 
Jefus has done, naturally and eafily tends to 
the higheft Perfection which we are capable 
of; and by means of that we all draw nigh 
to God, and have accefs to him. 

20. Again 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the HE BREWS. 

19. For the Law made nothing perftft. 'OvS'lv $ ’niKiiutn a von®*. By No¬ 
thing, is meant, No Man. The Form of Expreflion is not unufual. Our Saviour 
fays, Ail, nHv, that the Father giveth me, Jhall come to me: Which he explains in 
the next Words—He that cometh to me jhall never hunger, John vi. 37. And again, 
That of all which he hath given me, 1 jhould Ife nothing, but Jhauld raife it up again 
at the laft Day, ibid. ver. 39. So, Preach the Go/pel to every Creature; i. e. to 
Men of all Nations, whether Jews or Gentiles, Mark xvi. 15. The great Thing 
which the Law propofed was, to diredt Men fo to adt, as that they might procure 
to themfelves a temporal Good. This was not Nothing ; it was a Good, though 
far from being the greateft or bed Good which might have been propofed, and 
which the Difpenfation of Chrift has offered to Man, and which it has procured, 
vid Rom. viii. 3. When therefore the Apoftle fpeaks of the Law as weak, carnal, 
unprofitable, not making any one perfect, he confiders it as what it was, inftituted 
for temporal Purpofes; and confequently as unfit, and unable, to obtain the Ends 
which the Jews expedted from it. They expedted to be juftified by God, or to be 
treated as righteous from their Obfervance of the Law. No, fays the Apoftle, 
the Law did not propofe to make the Obfervers of it perfect, or completely happy. 
It was weak, and carnal, for it flood in Meats and Drinks, and divers JVaJhings, 
and carnal Ordinances, impofed only until the Time of Reformation ; and therefore it 
could not make him that did the Service perfect as pertaining to the Confcience, Heb. 
ix. 9, 10. The Law was not able to effedt what it was not defigned for : And 
therefore the Hebrews ought to recur to Chrift, and to his Law which was defigned 
to bring Men to Perfedtion. 

But the bringing in of a better Hope did. 'f.nrtstra.yo>yn 5' tx-riJ'®'. 

The bringing in of a belter Hope, by which we draw nigh unto God, did make perfedt, 
or did that which the Law did not. When the Law promifed temporal Happinefs, 

the 



A PARAPHRASE tn the 


96 

PARAPHRASE, 

Chap. 20. Again, every Word, every Circum- 
ltance, relating to this Affair, fhews the Ad- 
Llr ‘»‘ vantage of the New Covenant above the Old. 
You may obferve, that when the Prieft of the 
Order of Mekkifcdec was refolved on, it was 
not without (wearing an Oath, 

21. (For as to the Jewijfh Prie/ls , they 
were appointed without any fuch folemn De¬ 
claration or Deiignation of them to their Of¬ 
fice ; but as to the Other, who was appointed 
to a greater and much higher Office, it was 
done in a more folemn Manner, even by and 
with an Oath, as the Pfalmift affures us— 
The Lord hath fworn and will not repent, Thou 
art a Priejl for ever after the Order of Mel- 
chifedec.) 

22. You may be fure therefore that the Co¬ 
venant itfelf, to be now made or brought into 
the World by Jefus, was more excellent, and 
of greater Moment, (fince the Perfon who 

was 


TEXT. 

20. And inafmuch as 
not without an Oath, 
he was made a Prieft, 


21 . (For thofe Priefts 
were made without an 
Oath ; but this with an 
Oath, by him that faid 
unto him, The Lord 
fware and will not re¬ 
pent, Thou art a Prieft 
for ever after the Order 
of Melchifedec.) 


22. By fo much was 
Jefus made a Surety 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the H E B R E TVS. 

the Jews had fufficient Ground to expeft thofe good Things which were propofed. 
But when Chrift came, and promifed from God Remiffion of Sins, and eternal 
Life, we had a better Hope raifed, even fuch a one as gave us Accel's to God. 

20. And inafmuch as not without an Oath he was made a Prieji. Here the Apo- 
ftle produces another Argument to prove the fuperior Excellency of the New Cove¬ 
nant above the Law of Mofes ; or rather, of the fuperior Dignity of the Priefthood 
of Chrift above that of the Levitical Priefthood. Forafmutb, fays he, as Chrift was 
made a Prieft not without the Solemnity of an Oath—by fo much was he Surety of a 
better Covenant, ver. 22. The Reafoning is, The more folemn and awful the 
Manner is, in which any one is appointed to his Office, the more important is the 
Office : Now God engaged himfelf by Oath in conftituting Chrift a Prieft, which 
he did not in the Cafe of making the Levitical Priefts: Therefore Jefus is a Prieft 
more excellent or fuperior to the Levitical Priefts. And then as to the Covenant 
itfelf—That Covenant is the beft which is moft folemnly engaged in by the Party 
that makes it: But the Covenant made by Jefus was more folemnly engaged in 
that was That of Mofes: Therefore it wa9 a better Covenant. 
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PARAPHRASE. 


of a better Covenant. 


23. And they truly 
were many Priefts, be¬ 
caufe they were not fuf- 
fered to continue by 
Reafon of Death: 


24. But this Man, 
becaufe he continueth 
ever, hath an unchange¬ 
able Priefthood. 


was to introduce it, and was to engage for 
the Performance of it on the Part of God, 
was appointed in fo folemn a Manner) more 
excellent, 1 fay, than was the Law of Mofes. 

23. Another Reafon which fhews the 
greater Excellency of the Covenant brought 
in by Chrift is, that in the Levitical Law 
there were many Priefts, conftantly fucceeding 
one another ; and indeed it could not be other- 
wife, becaufe of the Neceflity they were un¬ 
der by means of Death. 

24. But Chrift, for that very Reafon, be¬ 
caufe he is not fubjedt to Death, but liveth for 
ever , hach a Priefthood always in the fame 
Hands, always unchangeable, impoflible to 
pafs from one to another. 

2J. Fpr 


C 
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11. By fo much was Jefus made a Surely of a better Covenant. Kpsirlov^- J'm - 
Baxiit yiyonv iyyu®^ ’Irnrif. Surety of a more excellent Covenant. The Cove¬ 
nant of Chrift was a Covenant which promifed eternal Life; whereas that of Mofes 
was only for prefent temporal good Things. The Man Chriji Jefus was the Medi¬ 
ator between God and Man, i Tim. ii. 5. Here he is called the Surety, the Sponfor 
or Engager, that the Conditions fhall be obferved by him from whom they wefe 
brought. If God then enters into a Covenant, and promifes eternal Life upon the 
Conditions of Faith and Repentance, or Obedience to the Law now given; and he 
fends his Son to offer the Term', and to ratify them by all fuch Means as might 
confirm them, and affure Mankind of God’s kind Difpofition to them: And we 
find by comparing what is contained in the Old Teftament, that God had fworn by 
himfelf that he would raife up fuch a Perfon as this Briefly Mediator, one cannot 
but infer that the Chriftian Difpenfation is more excellent than That which was 
given or made without thefe Solemnities. 

23. And they truly were many Priefts, becaufe they were not /offered to continue by 
Reafon of Death. This is another Reafon given for the fuperior Excellency of the 
Chriftian Covenant. The Aaronical Priefts were many and fttccefftve ; and they 
could not always officiate by Reafon of Death. But ourHigh Prieft, by Means of 
his Continuance for ever, exercifes an unchangeable Priefthood, doraftiCcnoi', a 
Priefthood that does never pafs from one to another. 
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TEXT. 


Chap. 25. For which Reafon he has it in his 
VII. Power perfe&ly and completely to fave them 
1 that are willing to be reconciled to God, and 
to come to Obedience to his Will through Je- 
f us , feeing he ever liveth, and ever hath Ac- 
cefs to God, and can ever interpofe on their 
Behalf. 

26. And 


25. Wherefore he is 
able alfo to fave them to 
the uttermoft that come 
unto God by him, fee¬ 
ing he ever ' liveth to 
make Interceffton for 
them. 


N O T E S on the Epistle to th e H E B R E WS. 

25. Wherefore he is able alfo to fave to the uttermoft them that come to God through 
him. " 0051 ' its to J'Ci’a.'lat ris 'u^ynp'xpij.ives T « &iu. 

It fignifies little whether the Word, ‘vctv'lihii, be here rendered, completely , per- 
feflly, or to the uttermoft. The Apoftle is fpeaking of a complete and per fell balva- 
tion which is to laft for ever, in Oppofition to what the Levitical Priefts could give 
by an annual Expiation wi ich extended no farther than the Law promifed. Chrift 
living for ever himfelf could fave for ever them that came to God through him. 
Tlct/jiKis always fignifies completely: And when it is rendered, in no wife, as it is 
Luke xiii. 11. the Subjeft fhews that the Woman there fpoken of could not lift up 
herfelf perfectly or completely. 

Seeing he ever liveth to make Interceffton for them. Tiiv '] o']i fZv u < to itnvyyft.- 
retv Corip anti. Chrift has a Priefthood that never pafles to another by Reafon of 
Death: He himfelf always lives to execute that Office, and to interpofe with God 
in behalf of all that come to God through him. The Reafoning here is only about 
the Advantage of having a Priefthood not changeable by means of Death, over the 
having one where Death was conftantly intervening. One that is always prefent, 
is certainly preferable much to one that can aft but once a Tear: And he that is 
not liable to the Infirmities of Age, or any Thing elfe, but is always holy, harmlefs, 
undefiled, is much more valuable than an Interceflor that is encompafled with a 
thoufand Weakneftes which human Nature is fubjeft to. 

’Ev'lvyya.rttv fignifies, to go to, to meet, to converfe with anyone. When it is 
i/lvyyavttv Corif, it fignifies to Jpeak for any one, as tolvyyitmy scara is to fpeak 
again It any one. Chrift therefore ever living, and being.in Heaven in the Prefence 
of God, can at all Times interpofe for us, and not as the Jewifh High Priefts, who 
had accefs to God’s Prefence but once a Year. St Paul has made ule of this fame 
Expreffion, Rom. viii. 34. Who alfo maketh Interceffton for us ; fpeaking concerning 
Chrift as being at the Right Hand of God. It is the Office of every Prieft to interceed 
with God in behalf of Sinners that come to him, and defire to be reconciled to him, 
and to he readmitted into his Favour: And this the Jewifh Priefts did, in their 
Place, and Station. But the High Prieft had a greater Privilege; he 
.was admitted into God’s more immediate Pretence: But then this Privilege 
Was granted but once in a Year, and he could only on one Day have 

Accefs 
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TEXT. 


PARAPHRASE. 


26. For fuch an 
High Prieft became us, 
who is holy, harmlefs, 
undefiled, feparate from 
Sinners, and made high¬ 
er chan che Heavens, 


27. Who needeth 
not daily, as thofc High 


26. And indeed it was very fit and proper Chap. 

for us, that we fhould have fuch an High , ^ 

Prieft as is holy, free from all Sin, undefiled 

by any Pollution, feparated from all Sinners, 
and having nothing in common with them as 
fuch, as he is to live for ever in a Place where 
no Sinners are, or can come, and is exalted 
to God’s Right Hand in Heaven, far above all 
Principalities and Powers, 

27. Who had no Neceffity to be continu¬ 
ally , every Tear , offering up Sacrifices as the 

JewiJh 
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Accefs to God’s Prefence, and there could interceed only for the People in general 
upon the great Day of Expiation. But our Saviour, not being fubjeft to Death, 
has always Accefs to God ; in Truth he lives always in his Prefence; and needs not 
wait the Return of the Year to interpofe for his Difciples. Nor is it only for the pre- 
fent Generation of Men which came into the Gofpel, that our Saviour could inter¬ 
ceed, as it was only the Offenders of the prefent Year that the Jewifh High Prieft 
could expiate ; but it was future Generations as well as prefent that he could inter¬ 
ceed for, becaufe he eentinueth for ever , and is able to fave to the uttermoj} all that 
come to God through him. 

26. For fuch an High Priejl became us. To jS nfiv la-psTSi 1 

Such an High Prieft fuited us, was proper for us, as was perfe&ly holy, 
i. e. in Life quite pure, free from all Sin, unpolluted. For the High Prieft that 
was polluted could not officiate : And therefore for fear that he fhould deep on the 
Night before the Day of Expiation, he was to eat little; and particularly he avoid¬ 
ed all Foods that were Provocatives, for fear of Pollution. Vid. Reland. Antiq. 
Hebr. p. 460. Now our High Prieft was perfectly free from all Sin, all Pollution. 

Separate from Sinners. Kej£oe<ir//ti'&< art '■? iy.o.f\ahuv. Our Saviour con¬ 
verged freely with Sinners, Mat. ix. 10—13. and he profe/Ted it to be his Bufinefs 
to bring them to Repentance, by inftrufting them in their Duties. But then he 
did not partake with them in their Sins: He did no Sin, 1 Pet. ii. 22. He kept 

himfelf feparate from them in all fuch Afts as gave Men the Denomination of 

Sinners. 

27. Who needed not daily. KaO’ Hjutgu'. Not every Day of the Year, but con¬ 
tinually, every Time of the great Propitiation, which was every Year. For the 

High Prieft did not offer Sacrifice himfelf in Perfon every Day, but the ordinary 
Priefts did this in their Courfes. Not but that the High Prieft might if he had 
pleafed have offered Sacrifice every Day ; but the Law was not underftood fo as to 

O oblige 
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JewiJb High Priefts do, firft for their own 
Sins, and then for the People's Sins ; as Aaron 
was commanded, and conftant Pra&ice veri¬ 
fies, Lev. ixr. 7. For this our High Prieft 
did once for all, having offered himfelf. He 
had no Sins of his own , and therefore could 
not offer for them; but he offered himfelf 
once for all, as having done his Father’s Will. 

28. And 

NOTES on the Epistle to the HE BREWS. 

oblige him to do fo. Befides, the Apoftle is fpeaking of High Priefts as acting in 
the Courfe of the Anniverfary Expiation : And his Argument is, that our High 
Prieft being made higher than the Heavens, has no Occafton continually to offer 
Sacrifice,^firft for his own Sins, and thenVor the Peoples Sins; tor this he did once 
for all when he offered up himfelf. / 

Foe This he did once. Tsto yb iorm<r ar ifn/rra^. It may be a Queftian, whe¬ 
ther the Word, iyiitaf,, once , is to be joined to the Verb did, or whether it be to be 
joined to the Verb following, viz. offered. It feetns clear, that eprtVnf, once, or 
once for all , is fet in Oppofnion to, once every Tear ; and therefore the Conftru&ion 
fhould feem mod natural, that as the High Prieft was obliged to repeat every Year 
his Oblation, Chrift had no Occafton to repeat his at all, but he did .what was ne- 
CefTar y once for all, when he offered up. himfelf. The Pronoun, This, is not to be 
extended to the whole of what is faid in the former Part of this Verfe, but only to- 
.the Words— for the Peoples Sins. For he him ft If was without Sin, and therefore 
pould not offer for his own Sins as the High Prieft was obliged to do. 

When he offered himfelf. 'Ecivtov tinnyx.tu. Having offered himfelf. Not as a 
■Propitiatory Sacrifice, but as having done the Will of his Father. To offer himfelf, 
is not to prefent himfelf as an Expiatory Sacrifice to appeafe God; for God was al¬ 
ready fo far appealed, as to fend his Son into the World. There could be no Need 
of reconciling God to Man, when he had already {hewn his Love to Man fo far, 
as to lend his Son to reconcile Man to God. How then are thefe facrifical Terms 
to be undefftood ? Chrift is called our High Priefl. The Reafon of this is, that as 
none but the High Prieft could ever enter into the Holy of Holies, when Chrift en¬ 
tered the true Holy of Holies, that gave, him the Denomination of our High Prieji, 
As Chrift was the Means hy which Remiffton of Sins was offered to Mankind, 
and the World was reconciled to God, and made Friends with him ; hence is he very 
properly ftyled'a Sacrifice: And as he gave his Life for this End, and alcended into 
Heaven, having done the Will of his Father, he then and there offered himfelf at 
having done what his Father had commiflioned hint to do. As thus far the Lan¬ 
guage is very proper and juft, fo there are feveral Differences in the Cafes,, which 
fhew that Terms are not to be urged further than they ate intended. The Office 


TEXT. 

Priefts, to offer up Sa¬ 
crifice, firft for his own 
Sins, and then for the 
PeoplesFor this he did 
once, when he offered 
up himfelf. 
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28. Jot the Law ' 2 8. And this will Anew you another Dif- C n a v>. 
p ! - I ft th K^h Cn h H T Sl1 fe rcQce > and even an Excellence in our Cafe VJI - 
finnity^but theWords above that of the Jews : For the Law of Mo* 
of the Oath which was fes makes Men High Priefts, who have Injir- 
fmee the Law,. rtaketh mitics: But he that was conftituted by the 
Words of an Oath, long after the Law* is 

the 
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of the Jewifh High Prieft was once every Tear to confefs his own Sins, and then the 
Sin: of the People: The Chriftian High Prieft had no Sins of bn own to confefe > ; 
nor is he to tonfef: the Sins of the World. The Jewifh High Prieft could not enter 
the Holy of Holies without fncenfing it: The Chriftian High Prieft had no Occa- 
1100 for any fuch Ceremony when he entered the true Holy of Holies. The Jew¬ 
ifh High Prieft was obliged, when he entered the Holy of 'Holies, to carry with 
him Blood , and fo did our Saviour when he entered the true Holy of Holiest -and 
herein there was a ftridt Similitude : But then the Jewifh High Prieft entered in 
with the Blood of a Bullock \ whereas our Saviour entered with his own Bind. 

Thefe and feveral other Diffimilitudes may be obferved between the Two High 
Priefts, as there are between the Sacrifice: appointed .by the Law, and That of 
Chrift. But as the End of all Sacrifice was to make God and Man Friend:, and 1/^2 
Chrift laid down his Life for this End ; and as the High Prieji alone could enter I 
the Holy Of Holies, and Chrift entered into the true Holy of Holies, hence are the 
Terms Sacrifice and High Prieji, juftly applied to our Saviour. Still there is a fu- 
perior Advantage in the Chriftian Priefthood, which is here particularly mentioned, 
and that is, that the High Prieft was obliged annually to repeat the Sacrifice that 
he offered for the Sins of that Nation; whereas Chrift did once for all what he did 
for the Sins of the whole World. 

28. For the Law maketh Men High Priefts which have Infirmitie:. The High 
Priefts therefore were obliged to confefs their own Infirmities firjl, as they always 
did, on the Day of Expiation. The Form in which this was done is preferved to us I 
in the Milhnah. “ The High Prieft, having his Face turned towards the Weft, put 
“ both his Hands upon the Bullock, and confefTed, and laid, I befeech thee, O Lord, 

“ I have done Evil, I have tranfgreffed, I have finned before thee, I and my 
“ Houfe. I bcfeech thee, O Lord, forgive me my Iniquities, Tranfgreffions, and 
“ Sins, which I have committed, tranfgrefTed, finned, I and my Houfe, according ’ 

“ as it is written in the Law of Mofe: thy Servant, In that Day he fhall ex- j 
“ piate, (Ac. And the Priefts behind him anfwered, BlefTed be the glorious Name 
“ of his Kingdom for ever and ever.” Mifhn. c. Joma. p. 222. c. iii. § 8. : 

But the TVard of the Oath which wa: fince the Law. M«ra r vijuoi'. After the 
l.aw. The Apoftle keeps in View the Words of the Pfalmift, The Lord fware. 

Thou art a Prieft for ever, &c. A Pfalm compofed long after that the Law 
was given by Mofe:. 

O 2 
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PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 


Chap, the Son of God, who is abfolutely perfedted 
. in Heaven, and lives for ever, and cannot 
w "* have Sin, as being perfefl in Heaven. 


the Son, who is confe- 
crated for evermore. 


NOTES on the Epistle to the HEBREWS. 

Maktth the Son, viz. an High Pried. 

Who is confecrated for evermore. Elf + a)ui'eL mo.nafs.uoy. Perfected, or 
computed for ever. The Jewijh High Prieds had Infirmities, which they were 
annually to confefs. But the Son not only had none whilft he was upon Earth, 
but even fuppofing him to have had any, he is now perfected, and mud: continue 
fo for ever free from all Infirmities. The Word, miKHufstw, is here ufed in 
Oppofition to the Infirmities of finning High Prieds: The Son is perfected, where 
he lives for ever in the Prefence of God; and will continue to all Eternity. Had 
it indeed been faid, that the Son being confecrated, will continue for ever our High 
Pried, it had been good Senfe and very intelligible. But that would not anfwer 
the Purpofe of the Apodle: For he is fpcaking concerning the Son, not as confecrated, 
but as not having Infirmities, in Oppofition to High Prieds who yearly confeffed 
themfelves guilty of fuch. Whereas, if the Word be rendered. Perfected, it will 
carry the Idea of being free from all Infirmities, as the Place requires.. 


SECT. 
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SECT. IX. 

CHAP. VIII. 1,-13. 

CON-TENTS. 

T H"E Author of this Epiftle fumms up here what he had 
been fpeaking of at large before; and reduces his Argu¬ 
ment into a lliort Compafs. That as a Second Form or Order of 
Priefthood was appointed by God, the Firft muft have been liable 
to Exception. There muft have been fome good Reafon why 
God Ihould alter what he once had fixed; and as he knew all 
along his own Defigns, it is plain, that he intended to abolifti the 
the Aaronical Priefthood, and to fet up another in it’s Place. 


CHAP. VII. 


TEXT. 


PARAPHRASE. 


1. '\J ow of the 

JFN Things which 
we have fpoken,this is the 
Summ : We have fuch 
a High Prieft, who is 
fet on the Right Hand 
of the Throne of the 
Majefty in Heaven, 


i. T O W to give you the Summ of what Chap. 

I have been faying in few Words : 

We that have embraced the Faith in Chrift 
are convinced, that we have fuch an High 
Prieft, as being afcended into Heaven itfelf, 
is fat down at the Right Hand of God, on 
the Throne of the Great God and Father of 
all. He is not ferving at any Altar, nor wait¬ 
ing upon fuch fort of Service as that requires, 
but is attually admitted to the Divine Prefence 
itfelf. 


2. He 
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Chap. viii. i. Who is fet on the Right Hand of the 'Throne of the Majejly in 
the Heavens. Sat down on the Right Hand of the Majefty on High, chap. i. 2. 

Set 
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Chap. 2. He is a Minijler Indeed) tut uien *it "is 2. A Minifter ofthe 
. of and in the true Holy Places, aod of and in. ^ an<a “ a ! 7 ’ an . d of , 

the true Tabernacle, TTStcih pUeeS which Wave* th/LoV 'pftchedT^nd 
only a Relative Holinefs, appointed here on not Man. 

Earth to officiate in, and which. Men .contrive 
and order according to their imperfedf Schemes 

? .nd Views j but he is an High Prieft in -Pef- . { . 

effion of and in H^y'eri itfelf, officiating in a 

."Place as far exceeding 'yopr Tabernacle',' aS.'. ' ** 

’Heaven excels Vahy’irking hr iPlac&of 'Man's * "' 1 ‘ 

tontrivahce, "" , ] ' ■ ' L "! 

‘ 3. A nd indeed as he is a High Prieft, and 3- ^ * v6r T 
adts in that 1 .Chiradttr, he mull have fome- P«eftHsGained,-toof- 
Ihing ‘to do. For every High Piieft. is ip r 
pointed for lome *Enci,' hot -to he a merfe idle 

or 

, .. i . | j.. - 
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Set down at the Right Hand of the Throne of God, chap. xii. 2. i. e. The Throne 
vf ^i/ri who and hhs aH-trite’'Greatrreft, Excellence, and Dignity. 

. , . 2. A ? Minijler of. the Sanfiuaty. TSo 4 ytyr Miltfyoft A Minifter ®f Holy 

i.. v -ft? hgs,'or iii Holy Plactes. " ' 

- Jmd Jftfre true Tetbtrnttch: N'ot furfva T^hematle'as Mofes fet up, moveable, 
per/ffiabte ; tut is 3lxt ind Imihuiible as tile fJbhv8ns ; themfelves; a Tabernacle 
pitched by God, made Hy_ God, notrMan., , 

3- r . Is ordained, ’ KafliVara/. .fehconffituted or .appointed, that he may offer 
.‘•Gifts andbirririce^ fo'.Gpd': A'nd coryTcquently, -Jeffs Being an High Prieft, mult 
rtMift'mfet'. What i™t : is, We'are told, chap, ix, 12, 26. 
Whatever it"tvas chit "Gfld. Wtft pteaTfed to appoint ffer the Remiffion of Sins, 
that is, and could not buf be,'f»ffiqie'ht. Tor that Furpofe; Now Chrift having per¬ 
formed all that God required, ..he appeared.in his Presence, and offered himfelf, as 
having done, or executeahis Comrnfffion. Here the Apoftle goes on to fhew, that 
if our Savirair had continued upon Earth, he could not have Been a Prirfi at all ; 
'soar cOuld he have afted as fuch. For our Lord came out of the Tribe of Judah, 
of which Tribe Mofes fpake nothing concerning Brief hood, chap. vii. 14. He could 
not therefore have afted as a Prieft whilft he was on Earth. But befides this, there 
was no Octaffbn'fof WniTtaitalte’vpon-hrmfeif that Office,' Uecaufe thire are Priefls 
that offer Gifts according to the Law, ver. 4. Hence then it follows, 1. That he 
• never did aft as-a Prieft upon'EaVt-h. 2. That he did not offer himfelf as a Sacri- 
*- fee upon PJ15 .Crufs :-fteiftM .Ua bad o/firid-himleif -at-that 'Lime- as a Sacrifice, be 

■v, muff 
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fee Gifts and Sacrifices: 
Wherefore it is of Ne- 
ceffity that this Man 
have fomewhat alfe to 
offer. 


'4. For if he were on 
Earth, he fhould not 
be a Prieft, feeing that 
there are Priefts, that 
offer Gifts according to 
the Law, 


5. Who ferve unto 
the Example and Sha¬ 
dow of Heavenly 
Things, as Mofes was 


or ufeiefa Perfon, but to ofifer up to God Cm a p>. 
Gifts and Sacrifices, and to intercede with 
him for Men. From whence it is neceffary ,T_lJ 
that this High Prieft of ours muft have feme- 
thing to offer up to God, finCe he does not 
wait on any Altar here on Earth. ■ 

4. I told you, that our High Prieft was 
actually in Heaven, and placed upon the 
Throne of God : For if he were here upon 
Earth, he could not poftibly a& as a Prieft, 
as being of a different Tribe; and the Priefts- 
that are appointed to offer Gifts, are to a<ft as 
the Law directs, and are all of the Tribe of 
Levi, 

5. And they all officiate and mininifter in 
that which was a mere Copy, and a faint Re- 
femblanee of Heavenly Things, and Places^ 

For 
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muft have ailed as a Priejl upon Earth. 3-. That the Cjrofs isnot, nor ean it bet 
confidered in any Senfe, as an Altar. And if we were to underftand our Saviour’s- 
Oblation of himfelf upon the Croft , as an Altar , we muff contradiil the Exprefs 
Words of the Apoftle, who fays. If be mere on Earth, he fbould not be a Prieft.- 
And hence, Lajlly , it follows. That the Oblation of himfelf upon Earth, or the 
/bidding his Blood, was no Part of his Sacerdotal Office ; for this was all done and. 
aver, before his Pr'tejlhood began. 

5. IVho ferve unto the Example and Shadow of Heavenly Things. "Oi'lirtt cVo- t 
i'uyi'a-h f»/i h<t]fiuvot t ionga/my. Thofe Priefts who offer Gifts accord-, 
ing to the Law, worfhip, or officiate in that which is a Copy taken from what 
was fhewn Mofes in the Mount. 'ToriJ'nyfj.a,. fignifies a Thing Ihewn for a Pat¬ 
tern ; and the Apoftle plainly determines what he meant, by his citing that Paffage 
from the Law —See that tbou make all Things after their Pattern which was Jhewn , 
thee in the Mount, Exod. xxv, 40. When our Author adds, ly okix, and Shadow,. 
he oppofes Shadow to Body or Subfiance. The Tabernacle made by Mofes from a 
Pattern fhewn in the Mount,, was a mere Nothing compared to Heavenly Things. 
Chrift therefore ailing as our High Prieft in Heaven itfelf, muft as much, excel 
thofe toho minifter in the Earthly Tabernacle, as a.Bpdy or Subftance excels a mere; 
Shadow. And hence an Argument arifes for the fuperior Advantage which there' 
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PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 

C h a p. For the Plan according to which the Taber- admonifhed of God, 
vin - nacle itfelf was made, was taken from what " be " b ™ about , t0 
MoJ'es was ffiewn in the Mount: And For fee (faith he^that 
the Command was very exprefs, Look that thou make all Thing* 
thou make them after the Pattern which was according to the Pattern 
f:evm thee in the Mount, Exod. xxv. 40. thee in the 

Jefus therefore were a Prieft here, he muft 
officiate in an Earthly Tabernacle, made as 
the Tabernacle was originally made, or elfe 
he could not be deemed a Prieft according to 
the Law. 

6 . But now he hath obtained a more ex- But now hath he 
cellent Miniftry, in a more excellent Place j ? btai ?!f d z a m °k ex ,, cel ‘ 
fo much more excellent as he is the Mediator much a jf 0 he is there¬ 
of a better Covenant than was that of Mo- diator of a better Cove- 
fes, and which is eftabliffied upon better 
Promifes, That of Mofes being ratified with 

a Promife 
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is in the Chriftian Profeflion over that of the Jewifli Religion.—Let it here be ob- 
ferved, that St Paul has ufed the fame Expreftlon here, as he did, Cal. ii. 17. 
JVhich art a Shadow of Things to comt, but the Body is of Chrift. 

6. But now hath he obtained a more excellent Miniftry. N vri 'j J'ta^optni&f 
Tt7i>j(Nic€ /ietjufyicts. He could not adt as a Prieft upon Earth ; that Office being 
ferved by thofe who were appointed to Minifter in the Tabcrnale : But being in 
Heaven, Chrift ferves or minifters in a much fuperior Station, as he is the Mediator 
oT a better Covenant. The Covenant of Mofes was a Covenant which contained 
the Promifes of a long Life and Plenty in the Land of Canaan. The Covenant 
made by Chrift , or brought from God and offered to the World by him, was 
a Covenant by which God engaged himfelf to grant immortal Life in Hea¬ 
ven to all who obeyed the Conditions of it. Now as the Engagement of a Grant 
of immortal Life is better than the Engagement for a prefent Life only, fo the 
Covenant that offers better Terms muft be a better Covenant ; and the Mediator 
of the better Covenant is moll to be preferred. 

Mediator. Mssrm. The Perfon that goes between the Parties concerned. 
This Word is applied by St Paul only to our Saviour; twice in this Epiftle, 
here, and chap. ix. 15. and 1 Tim, ii. 5, 
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nanr, which was efta- 
blilhed for ever upon 
better Pjomifes. 


For if that firft 
Covenant had been 
faultlefs, then (hould no 
Place have been fought 
for the fecond. 


a'Promife of nothing more than long Life and Chap. 
terreftrial BleffingS; that of Jefiis having the VJI1 - 
Promife of everlafting Bleffing, and Joys at ' r "" J 
God’s Right Hand for evermore. 

7. When I fpeak of a better Covenant, and 
of better Promifes, I fpeak only that which 
your Prophets have all along fpoke of: And 
na Doubt this was founded on very good Rea- 
fon. For when a Second and a Future Cove¬ 
nant was rrtentioned by them, it was becaufe 
the Firjl Covenant had fome Imperfection in 
it: It was not fo complete and perfect as it 
might have been j for had it been fo, there 
could have been no Ground to think of a Se¬ 
cond. But there was not only Imperfection 
in the Law, but in the People too. 

8, 9. For 
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Which was cftablijhed upon better Promifes. V H ti; ion Kfih'lotrtv tnra.yyikiatf 
vsio/xo8iTii7<t'- The New Covenant was eftablilhed upon fo much better Promifes, 
as that of eternal Life in Heaven is better than what may be called a Long Life on 
Earth. The Will of God promulged to Mankind with a Pnmife, or Sindion, of 
eternal Life to be bellowed on all that would obierve it, is properly a Law. When 
therefore thefe Promifes are thus annexed to the Covenant of Chrift, they are juftly 
faid to be ejlablijhed by Law. 

. 7. That firft Covenant had been faultlefs. Irreprehenfible ; without 

juft Ground for Complaint. Whatever was hard to be borne. Ads xv. 10, hard to 
comply with-, (as certainly was the Law of Mofes on many Accounts) might reafo- 
nably be complained of: Not perhaps as faulty, but as being very heavy, or very in¬ 
convenient and troublefome. It might likewife be complained of as tmperfefl, as it did 
not convey all thofe Advantages which a reafonable Agent might exped. Whilft 
the Children of Ifrael were in the Wildernefs, and the Service was performed in 
the Tabernacle, it was not fo very difficult, or inconvenient, to the People to bring 
their Sacrifices to it, or to appear before the Lord. But when they came to be fet¬ 
tled in the Land of Canaan, thofe who lived in the remoter Cities, found it very 
inconvenient to repair to the Temple, thrice at leaft in a Year, or to go up as oft 
as they were obliged to facrifice, or to do that .which called them to that one Place 
where their Oblations were to be made. The People therefore might reafonably 
complain of this Attendance.; dot 3s a Fault or a wrong Thing, bu( as a Burden. 

P and 
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PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 

Chap. 8, 9. For God himfelf finds Fault with 8, 9. For finding. 

VIII. them, and declares, Behold the Days come, Fault Wlth them he 
^ faith 

NOTES on the Epistle to the HE B RE W S. 

and as very troublefome ; and for tlieir not obtaining Perfection. by it. There 
was no Doubt Room for Complaint : And as the Prophets had exprefsly mentioned 
a. New Covenant to be made with the Houfe of Ifrael, and with the Houfe of Judah, 
not according to the Covenant made with their Fathers in the Day that God had 
brought them out of Egypt, the Apoftle argues, that the Time of this New Covenant 
was come; and lince it is fo exprefsly called a New one, the Fdrmer may well be 
confidered as Old, declining, drawing to an-End, ver, 13. 

Here a Difficulty may feem to arife from the Words of the Prophet Jeremiah. 
1 will make a New Covenant, fays, God, with the Houfe of Ifrael, and the Houfe of 
Judah, Jer. xxxi. 31—34. How was this done by our Saviour, or how can it 
relate to the Covenant eftablifhed by Chrift, when the Houfe of Ifrael was really 
loft ? A Covenant might be made with the Houfe of Judah ; and fo it was. But 
as to the Houfe 0/ Ifrael, or the Ten Tribes, they had been led Captive into fffyria 
long enough before the Days of Jefus of Nazareth, and have never been heard of 
fence. But though this be true in general, yet in Fa£l, a great Number of the 
Houfe of Ifrael did come back, and did join themfelves to the Tribe of Judah, and 
were comprehended under the common Name of Judah: And by that Means it 
was moft ftridlly true, that the Covenant made with the Jews, or offered to the 
Jews by our Saviour, was made with the Houfe of Ifrael as well as with the Houfe 
of Judah. Here is not indeed any Mention made of this Covenant’s extending to 
the Gentiles', nor indeed could there be any fuch Thing. For no Covenant having 
ever been made with the Gentiles, the New one ftands oppofed only to the Old one; 
and the Old one having been made with the Jews, the New one could, as New, only, 
concern them with whom the Old one was made. If the Gentiles were afterwards 
invited into it, and accepted the Offer made them, and thus became Parties in it, 
the Words of the Prophet want no myftical Senfe to make them clear and intelli- 
gible. 

8. For finding-Fault with them. -J> a.vToii. The People had fome 

Reafon to complain of the Burden they were under: And God had too much Rea- 
fqn to complain on his Part. God complains of them, Beeau (e they continued not 
in my Covenant ; and I regarded them, not, faith the Lord, Heb. viii. 9. Or as it is 
in the Prophet Jeremiah, xxxi. 32. JVhich my Covenant they brake, although I was 
an Husband to them, faith the Lord. There was a juft Reafon for the People to 
complain of the Firft Covenant, that it was a heavy Yoke that neither our Fathers, 
nor we, art able to bear, A&s xv. 10. And God has Reafon to complain of the 
People as not obferving it, or endeavouring to obferve it, when fo much Encourage¬ 
ment was givento them, to obferve it. A New Covenant therefore was neceffary, 
in which, nothing Ihould be required but what was felf-evident; and which no one. 
cojild.vifllate.any Articles of, but,he fliould find himfelf inftantly felt-condemned, { 
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TEXT. 

faith. Behold the Days 
tome, faith the Lord, 
when 1 will make a New 
Covenant with the Houft 
of Ifrael and the Houfe 
of Judah, not according 
to the Covenant that / 
made with their Fathers, 
in the Day when I took 
them by the Hand to lead 
them out of the Land of 
Egypt, becaufe they con¬ 
tinued not in my Cove¬ 
nant, and I regarded 
them not, faith the Lord, 


PARAPHRASE. 


ro. For this is the 
Covenaht that I will 


faith the Lord, when I ■will make a New 
nant with the Houfe of Ifrael and the Houfe of 
Judahj not according to the Covenant that I 
made with their Fathers, in the Day when I 
took them by the Hand to lead them out of the 
land of Egypt. I will enter into quite different 
Meafures with them from what I did at that 
Time, becaufe they continued not in my Cove¬ 
nant, and I fliewed them no particular Re¬ 
gard, as if they were my People, or that I 
had in a more eminent Manner chofen them 
to be my particular Acqueft, faith the Lord. 
The Covenant then made was a Covenant of 
nothing but temporal Goods} and they fo 
grievoufly violated That, that they feemed 
hot to know the Engagement they were un¬ 
der, or to have loft the Memory of it. 

io. But the New Covenant that I will 
make with the Houfe of Ifrael, is of that 
Sort that no one fhall forget it: I will put my 
Laws into their Mind, and I will be to them a 

God, 


Cove- C h a K 

VIII. 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the H E B R E IFS. 

9. And I regarded them not, faith the Lord. Kdyd nfiKiurd avruv. In the Ori¬ 
ginal it is, Ol OINl, Veanochi baalti bam, which We render in Jeremiad, 

Although I was an Husband to them. The very fame Original Words occur, Jer. 
iii. 14. which we there tranflate, for 1 am married unto you. In the LXX it is, 
>b iyd ifiiMta. ttvrav. 1 took Cari of thtm. The Words of the Prophet in both 
Places may be rendered, I ruled over them ; and in Confequence, I took Care of 
them, which is what the LXX underftood by their Tranflation. The Apoftle has 
cited thefe Words, in Head of, kyirnoot., juft in a contrary Senfe, I re¬ 

garded them not, inftead of -—1 took Care of them. This might arife either from the 
very rare XJftf Of the Word iy/cKnod, or frotrt a various Reading. But as to the 
Purport of the Citation, it fienifies little which Way it is read. For if it be, They 
continued Hot in my Covenant, though / took Care if them, and was an Husband to 
them. Or, They continued not in rrty Covenant, and I took no Care of tbetn, or, / re¬ 
garded them nw-^tfte Senfe Is good, and the Ufc which the Apoftle Oakes of the 
Prophet’s Words is equally the fame. 

P « 
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TEXT. 


Chap. God, and will be their rich Reward, and they 
VI1J - flsall be to me as a People whom I will particu- 
larly look upon as my People. 


11. And they flail have no Occafion to teach 
every Man his Neighbour, what is the Mean¬ 
ing, or Intent of the Duty required of him, 
as they have now under the prefent Difpenfa- 
tion of the Law, which enjoins Sacrifices and 
Oblations and Purifications, and permits none 
to enter into the Holy of Holies, but only the 
High Prieft; and even him but once a Year. 
This fhall not be the Nature of the Covenant 
I will enter into ; but it (hall be of fuch a 
Kind, that all flail know me , and how I will 
adt with them, from the leaf to the greatef. 

12. Namely, that I will be merciful, and 
ready to pardon their Iniquities ; and will not 
remember any longer their Sins, and the Breach¬ 
es of my haw , Jer. xxxi. 31—34. 

13. Here is we fee a diredt Oppofition be¬ 
tween thefe Two Covenants; a New one is 
promifed in Oppofition to the Old one made 
with the Fathers in the Days of Mofes. A 
Covenant which was to confift in an Engage¬ 
ment on God’s Part, to pardon Sins, and to 

remember 


make with the Houfe 
of Ifrael after thofe Days 
faith the Lord, I will 
put my Laws into their 
Mind, and I will be to 
them a God, and they 
(hall be to me a People. 

11. And they (hall 
not teach every Man 
his Neighbour, and e- 
very Man his Brother, 
faying, Know the 
Lord: For all (hall 
know me from the lead 
to the greateft. 


12. For I will be 
merciful to their Un- 
righteoufnefs, and their 
Sins, and their Iniqui¬ 
ties will I remember no 
more. 

13. In that he faith, 
a New Covenant, He 
hath made thefirft Old. 


N O T E S on the Epistle- to th e H E B R E TV S'. 

1.3. In that he faith, a New Covenant, He hath made the Firji Old. ’Ev ra At- 
yeu, K euviw, manLKd.\ux.i & 'upinnv- When he fpoke of a New Covenant, he 
muft confider the Firft as Old -, and what is deemed Old , is drawing nearer and 
nearer to a Conclufion or End. 
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ill 


<r e x r. 

Now that which 
cayeth, and waxeth i 
is ready to vaniftj 
way. 


PARAPHRASE. 

de- remember them no more , and to bring about Chap. 

fuch a Knowledge of the One God, that all 
a ' Perfons fhould feel and own this great Truth. 

Now this being expreffly called a New Cove¬ 
nant, the former muft be Old: And mull in 
Courfe tend to difappearing or vanilhing away, 
juft as an Old Man draws near to Death, and 
in Courfe muft foon ceafe to ait any longer 
here. 
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SECT. X. 

CHAP. IX. i,-——14. 

CONTENDS. 

O U R Author having obferved that there was to be a New 
Covenant made with the People of God, confifting of Arti-* 
cles very different from thofe of the Old Covenant, he defcends to 
Particulars, and having proved in general, that the Law was to be 
changed even by the exprefs Words of the JewiJb Prophets, he 
lhews that the Tabernacle was planned with a View to temporary 
Things only, and confequently could not be of a Nature equal to 
what is founded with a View to Things fpiritual and eternal. And 
as the Tabernacle itfelf was thus made, fo were the Things to be 
placed or done in it; All of a Worldly Kind, nothing like what 
Chrift has done, nor nothing like the Place in which our High 
Prieft adts. 


CHAP. IX. 


PARAPHRASE . 



T 


H E Covenant itfelf made with the 

_ Children of lfrael by Mofes being 

defigned to be abolifhed, it appears how much 
better is the Second made by Chrift. This 
may eafily appear from what has been faid j 
but let us enter into Particulars. The firft 

Covenant 


TEXT. 


i.npHEN verily 
X the firft Cove¬ 
nant had alfo Ordi- 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the H E B R E W S. 

I. Then verily the Firji Covenant had. ET^e [xiv SV x) »! rrfJnn cunvri. The 
fvfl Tabernacle had. So fome Greek Copies read this Place. But the Apoftle is 
fpeaking of what the Firft Covenant required, and enjoined to be done. With this 
View, he lhews that all the Furniture of the Tabernacle^ every Thing that was in 

it. 
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r $ x r. 


PARAPHRASE. 


nances of Divine Ser¬ 
vice, and a worldly 
Sanfluary. 


2. For there was a 
Tabernacle made j the 


Covenant had certain Appointments about C 
Divine Worfhip, and it had a holy Place, 
containing nothing but what (hews that it 
looked no farther than this World. 

2. For there was a Tabernacle made, di¬ 
vided into Two Parts. In the Firjl of thefe 
was fixed a Candleftick on the North Side 

of 


NOT E S on the Epistle to the HE B R E WS. 

it,, was made after the Manner of the Things of the prefent World, and were fuited ■ 
only to fuch a.Service as was temporal: And in Courfe, that Covenant which could * 
lay Strefs on fuch Things is never to be compared with the Covenant made by Chrift. 

Ordinances of Divine Service. &iKtud/j.a]a Aalpsiar. Injunctions about Wor- 
Jbip, which were all external. It may be read in the Original, either feparateiy,. 
or conjunflly, Commands about Worjhip, or. Commands, Worjhips. But the former 
Teems much preferable. The Word. J'/xaia/uaTee, is frequently the Verfion of the 
Hebrew pin, Hhocb, Statute, and of mxD, Matzoth, Commands. The Firft 
Covenant contained many Particular Injunctions or Commands concerning the Di¬ 
vine Worfhip; how every Sacrifice was to be Bain; what Parts were to be con- 
fumed ; how the Blood was to be fprinkled, or poured out; what Farts were to be 
eaten by thePriefts, and what by the Owners; it had likewife many Statutes about 
Pollutions, Purgations, Luitrations, Oblations of many Sorts; and in fhort, it. 
contained the whole Ceremony of Worfhip. 

And a Worldly Sanctuary. Ton ay to v xotsiux or. The Firft Covenant com¬ 
manded a Sanfluary, or holy Apartment fuited entirely to this World, and what is 
commonly praflifed in it: All the Utenftls, and all the Furniture of it, .were fuch as 
was proper for, or ufual in, this World, and the ordinary Praftices of it. 

2. For there was a Tabernacle made. Sum'll $ xaTetrxtvd&H. A Tent or To- ' 
bernacle was made. This confided of Two Parts, which were feparated by a Cur¬ 
tain. The Firft', or outward Enclofure, contained, or had in it, a Candleftick of 
pure Gold, confiding of Six Branches, which was placed on the South Side of the 
Tabernacle, on the- Left Hand, as you entered from the Eaft. Oppofite to the 
Candleftick, on the North Side, flood the Table, on. which was placed the Shew- 
Bread, Exod. xxvi. 35. xl. 22, 24. The Apoftle here takes no Notice of the 
Altar of Incenfe which was placed before the Veil, Exod. xl. 26, 27. in this Firft - 
Enclofure; .defigning only to {hew, that this Tabernacle, though called Holy, yet 
was, x.ojfj.ixot K fuited for, and furnifhed with, fuch Things as are commonly ufed 
in. the World,, e. g. A Candleftick ; a Table ; and Bread placed on it: And thus far 
there is certainly no great Thing, very much to be valued. He goes oa .to coni' 
filler next the Furaiiure of the Holy of Holies. 
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Chap, of it, and over again ft the Candleftick on the 
IX. South Side of the Tabernacle was placed a 
Table, and upon that was put the Shew 
Bread. And this Part of the Tabernacle was 
always deemed and called, Holy. 

3/ Then there was a Veil which parted the 
Tabernacle into Two Parts, and that inward 
Part was called the Holy of Holies, or the 
mod: Holy: 

4. And the Furniture of this Apartment 
was, a Golden Cenfer, or Difh, which the 
High Prieit made ufe of on the great Day of 

Expiation j 

N O T E S on the Epistle to the H E B R E IVS. 

4. Which had the Golden Cenfer. There is always a Difficulty darted here— 
Whence is it that the Holy of Holies is faid to have this 6 olden CenJ'cr as Part of 
the Things repofited in it, whereas Mofes mentions only the Ark , the Pot of Man¬ 
na, Aaron’s Rod, the Two Tables of the Law laid up in or nr.tr the Ark, the Pro¬ 
pitiatory or Cover of the Ark, and the Cherubims: This Difficulty has been in- 
creafed from the Obfervation that is made, 1 Kings viii. 9. There was nothing in the 
Ark fave the Two Tables of Stone, which Mofes put there in Horeb, 2 Chron. v. 
10. 

But, Let it be obferved, that the Apoftle is fpeaking of what was put into the 
Holy of Holies by Mofes; and not of what was placed there by Solomon, in after 
Times. Nor is it any Objedtion to what the Apodle fays, that all thofe Things 
which Mofes put there, were not replaced there when Solomon built his Temple. 
His profefled Defign is to fpeak of the Tabernacle in the Wildernefe, not of the 
Temple in Jerufalem. And therefore he is concerned only with the Furniture of 
.tjie Holy of Holies, as it was in the Days of Mofes. Nowit is true, that in the 
Books of Mofes, no Mention is made of this Golden Cenfer, as repofited within the 
Veil, and thence to be taken out on the great Day of Expiation: Yet fuppoftng it 
to be put within the Veil, within eafy Reach, fo that the Pried could take it without 
going within the Veil to get at it,—ithis would anfwer all that the Apoftle fays. 
It is certain that the High Pried was not allowed to enter into the Holy of Holies, 
but with a Cenfer, or Dilh, of burning Coals from off the Altar before the Lord j and 
he was obliged to put Incenfe upon the Fire, that the Cloud of the Incenfe might cover 
the Mercy Seat, that he die not. Lev. xvi. 12, 13. He could not therefore enter 
into the Holy of Holies without incenfing it; and he mud have this Golden Cenfer 
to put the Incenfe on. It lay therefore behind the Curtain, and within the High 
Pried’s Reach ; without his entering the Place to get at it. Now this Golden Cenfer, 

the 


TEXT. 

fird, wherein was the 
Candleliick, and the 
Table, and the Shew 
Bread, which is called 
the Sandluary. 

3. And after the Se¬ 
cond Veil, the Taber¬ 
nacle which is called 
the Holied of all: 

4. Which had the 
Golden Cenfer, and 
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PARAPHRASE. 


the Ark of the Cove¬ 
nant overlaid round a- 
bout with Gold where¬ 
in was the Golden Pot 
that had Manna, and 
Aaron’s Rod that bud¬ 
ded, and the Tables of 
the' Covenant. 


5. And over it the 
Cherubims of Glory 
fhadowing the Mercy- 


Expiation ; and there Was an Ark or Chert, Chap. 
in which the Covenant was put, all over co- ^ 
vered with Gold; and in this Chert was put 
a Golden Pot, which contained an Omer of 
Manna which was to be kept for future Ge¬ 
nerations, that they might fee the Bread 
wherewith their Anceftors were fed in" the 
Wildernefs, Exod. xvi. 32. And in the fame 
Chert was put Aaron's. Rod that blortbmed, 
and yielded Almonds, and was kept as a Te~ 
ftimony againft thofe Rebels that murmured 
againft Mofes and Aaron, Numb. xvii. And 
befides thefe there were put the Tables of the 
Covenant, containing the Ten Command¬ 
ments written with the Finger of God, Deut. 
ix. 10. Exod. xxxi. 18. xxxii. 16. 

5. And over this Chert were placed the 
Cherubims of Gold, looking toward the Mer¬ 
cy-Seat, on which God appeared in great 

Glory 
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the Golden Pot of Manna, the Golden Ark or Cheft, Aaron's Rod, the Two 
Scone Tables, and the Cherubims, were all Kotfunei, Utenfils, or Furniture, Tuned 
to the Cuftoms and Practices of this World. 

It matters little to enquire, whether all thefe Things were laid up in the Ark, or 
whether they were put in proper Places near the Ark, They made up the Furni¬ 
ture of the Holy of Holies ; and they were all made of Gold, and Stone, and Wood-, 
juft as the Goods of this World are made. And this is what the Apcftle was to 
fhew. 

The Ark of the Covenant. HtCurh d J'letSiix.itt- Thou Jhalt put in the Ark the 
Teftimony which 1 Jhall give thee, Exod. xxv. 16. 21. Hence it is called, ver. 
22. The Ark of the Tejlimony. The Tables on which the Ten Commandments 
were wrote, were the Tejlimonies, the Words of the Covenant, Exod. xxxiv. 28. 
I Kings viii. 9. The Tables of the Tejlimony , Exod. xxxii. 15. xl. 2t. 

5. The Cherubims of Glory. As the Mercy-Seat , or Covering of the Ark, was of 
pure Gold, Exod. xxxvii. 6. fo were the Cherubims, of Gold beaten out of one Piece, 
ibid. ver. 7. They are called Cherubims of Glory, becaufe the Glory of God was 
wont to appear between them. The Cherubims fpread out their Wings, and co- 

vered 
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Chat. Glory and Splendour, Eicod.xxv.Z2. This Seat, of which we can- 
^ t was jjjg Pumiture of the Holy of Holies j of now f P eak P artlcu - 
each of which I fhall not here fpeak particu- 
larly. 

6 . Now when all thefe Things were thus 6 . Now when thefe 

got ready, the Priefts went into the firft or 7 hln ? s we [® th p S . e P 
outermoft Part, or Divifion, of the Taberna- w^t always 6 into" the 
cle, which was called Holy , conftantly, to firft Tabernacle, ac- 
perform the Services appointed there. And complifhing the Service 
this was done by them every Day. of God - 

7 . But into the inward Part of the Taber- 7• But int0 the Se- 
nacle, through the Veil, none but the High p°" d ft 7 ent the 
Prieft was allowed to enter : And this he was Year, not without 
permitted to do but once in a Year; nor then 

could 
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vered with them the Mercy-Scat: And that was the Place where God in a bright 
fhining Light met Mofes , and communed with him ; and hence they are called 
Chcrubims of Glory. Now as all thefe Things are nor pi net. Materials fuited to 
this World, and it’s Ufes, they have nothing intrinfically good in them, nor 
can the Ufe of them bring Men to Perfection. 

6. 2Vow when thefe Things were thus ordained. Tirav 'j #tb y.a.Tiay.wit<Tpkvuv. 
When thefe Things were thus made ready. Thofe who would fipd out Myfieries, or 
Myftical Ufes of all thefe Things, do that which the Apoftle would not do, and 
which are foreign to his Purpofe. His Bufinefs was to (hew, that every Piece 
of the Furniture of the Tabernacle , even of both Parts of it, was, norp.ix.oc, what 
was fuited to the Purpofes, Cuftoms, Practices, of this World. So, xorpixai 
iviSvp'mi, worldly Lujls, Tit. ii. 12 . are fuch Lujls as are ufually pratftifed, or in-' 
dulged in the World. 

Went always into the Firft Tabernacle. Aiaoratrls. Conjlantly, regularly. The 
common Priefts went every Day into the outer Tabernacle, to light the Lamps, to 
burn the Incenfe, or to put at the appointed Times the Shew Bread upon the Ta¬ 
ble, vise., every Sabbath. The doing thefe, and fuch like Acts, is here called, ac- 
complijhing the Service of God. The Lamps were to be lighted every Evening, Exod. 
xxx. 8. And the Prieft was to burn Incenfe every Morning and Evening, ibid. ver. 
7 , 8 . 

7. Into the Second went the High Prieft alone once every Year. F ir *} t J'tvTt^y.v 
dnett\ t sr/ai/7B pov& 0 dpyjifiuf. Into the interior Part of the Tabernacle, or 
the Holy of Holies, the High Prieft alone entered, once in the Year. He went in 

on 
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Blood, which he offer &/ could he do it without Blood , which he offer- Chap. 
for himfelf, and for the e( j f or himfelf^ and f or the Sins of the People. 
rrors 0 t e eope. Such was the Service of God then appointed, 

Lev. xvi. And what is the Plain Inference 
hence arifing ? 

8 . Is 
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on the Tenth Day of the Seventh Month, or Tifri ; and on that fingle Day, alone; 
nor was the Duty of that Day performed without Blood, vid. Lev. xvi. Exod. 

XXX. 

Which he offered for himfelf, and for the Errors of the People. 'O -Tj&ripipei Corlf 
lav tv, f t t K<tv dyi‘011 iMtTcv- Which he offers for himfelf, and the Errors of 
the People. He means for all Errors or Offence s agai nft the Law, for which propiti¬ 
atory Sacrifices were appointed in the Law. Mofet tells uS, ~HiJhall make an Atone¬ 
ment for the Holy Place, becaufe of the Uncleannefs of the Children of Ifrael, and he- . 

caufe of their Tranfgreffions in all their Sins, Lev. xvi. 16, 30. He means only 
Tranfgreffions of the Law, which might by the Conditions of the Law exclude 
them the Benefit of the Profnifes made to jhe Obfervers of the Law : For fome Sins v 

were of that Sort, that no Sacrifice could atone for them ; becaufe*.Dra/A or Exci- 
fton were appointed as the Punifhments of them. It is true that there is no Sin but 
what has in it fome Degree or Mixture of Ignorance, Thoughtleffnefs, or Inadver¬ 
tency. But the Apoftle is fpeaking only of fuch Sins as were a gainft the Law : / 

And the Day of Expiation being a Day whereon they were all obliged to ajfliil f 
their Souls, and to confefs their Sins in the moft folemn Manner, an Amnefty was f 
granted by God : And in Confequence, all were deemed freted from the Threats de- | 
nounced againft all Violation of the Law, and they became entitled to the'*gbod . -t- 

Things promifed, as if they had never offended. (V ^ 

Propitiatory Sacrifices fuppofed Offences committed, ora Violation of the Law ; 
and in Confequence, no Claim to the Happinefs promifed by the Law. But if any 
Perfon had offended, and confeffed his Faults, and repented, then God was placa¬ 
ble, and willing to receive the Penitent into Favour again. The Means of recover¬ 
ing this Favour were preferibed in and by the Law; and when the Offender ex- 
prilled his Sorrow for what he had done amifs, or when the High Prieft did it in 
the Name of the whole Nation, as it was appointed to be done, God remitted all 
his Difpleafure, and all was forgiven. But ftill this related only to what were 
Offences againft the Law ; and removed only thofe Offences which the Law was 
concerned in, or fuch as Propitiatory Sacrifices were appointed for Expiation. Death, 
or Excifion,' were appointed for many Crimes; and in thefe Cafes Propitiatoiy . f(U $■ 
Sacrifices were no where allowed, nor was Remiffion promifed upon any fuch Obla- 1 ] 

tion. Where Sins were committed with a High Hand, Propitiatory Sacrifices were 
not admitted : and therefore the Apoftle fpeaks of the Errors of the People as 
remitted on the Day of Expiation : All their Errors or Mifiakes of the Law; all 

2 fuch 
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Chap. 8. Is it not, that the Holy Ghoft plainly 
manifefls this, that the Way of the Holy of 
Holies, or the Way to ablolute Perfedtion, 
was not yet opened to all ? It was expreflly 
forbidden that any but One fliould enter into 
the Holy of Holies: All therefore befides him 
were to be kept out, nor could they have Ac- 
cels to God’s immediate Prefence, whilft the 
firft Tabernacle was Handing. From whence 
it is evident that all thefe Appointments^ or 
Ordinances, or Services, relate only to this 
World , and not to what will make all Man¬ 
kind per fell, 

9. This 


8 . The Holy Ghoft 
this fignifying, that the 
Way into theHolisft of 
all was not yet made 
manifeft, while as the 
firft Tabernacle was yet 
Handing. 


NOTES on the Epistle to the HE B R E WS. 

fuel) A its as were contrary to the Law; all Omijfsons ; all NegleSls j every Thing- 
that was inconfiftent with the Law, was forgiven: And. the whole were in Favour, 
as if there had been no Offence. 

8. The Holy Ghoft this fignifying. Ta7o r •sri'ed/zal©- r dyia. The-' 

Holy Ghofi, manifefting, plainly Jhewing, This-: not intimating , but clearly pointing- 
out this. 

That the Way into the Holiejl of all was not yet made manifeft, while as the Firft 
Tabernacle was yet fanding. 'Minroi -z-sp r r dyiav iPbr. That the Way 

of the Holies, or into That, was not open to all, whilft the Firft Tabernacle food. By 
the Firft Tabernacle, the Apoftle does not mean that Part of the Tabernacle which* 
he called the Firft Tabernacle, in the Second Verfe of this- Chapter: But he means 
the Tabernacle, as it was Firft ordered in the Wildernefs, long before Solomon built 
the Temple. The Holy Ghoft plainly manifefled, that the Way into the Holy of 
Holies was not frec r or open to all j there was not Fermillion to All to enter into 
it, fince none but the High Prieft alone, and he but once a Year, was allowed- 
to enter into it. The Apoftle had obferved, that th t Holy of Holies in the Ta¬ 
bernacle, like the: outward Part of it, was all KOfU) tof, worldly, i. e. fumifhed with 
only fuch Things as were fuited to this World, and not fuited to make the Worfhippers. 
perfefl as to Confeienee. The Holy Ghoft plainly Jhewed, that & true internal Wor¬ 
ship, fuch as would render every particular Perlon happy far ever , was not the Defgn 
of the Law. For One Man alone having Accefs to the Holy of Holies, and officiating 
alone, offering Blood for himjelf and for the Sins of the People, plainly manifefts thac 
every Body el(e was excluded thac Privilege. Had the Defign of the Law been. 
eternal Happinefs in Heaven, the Plan of the Inftitution would have been different : 
But as it concerned only Legal Crimes, and Temporal Blejftngs, and a. Political Scheme 
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g. Which was a Fi¬ 
gure for the Time then 
prefent, in which were 
offered both Gifts and 
Sacrifices that could not 


9. This that was done in thfe Tabernacle Ch a p. 
holds equally good in this prefent Time (when . 
the Tabernacle is no more, but the Temple 
is built) in which Gifts and Sacrifices are of¬ 
fered daily. For they can only be of Ufe to 
the Offerer fa far as they may obtain the Good 

annexed 
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of Tilings for the Time prefent , the IVay into the Holiefi of all, or the Means by 
which all might be made perfect, was not yet made manfejl, but was referved to., 
the Times of the Mefliah, For the Law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in 
of a better Hope did, chap. vii. 19. 

9. Which was a Figure for the Time then prefent. "Htic elf r mirpor 

•r si'sriuoTa. Or as fome Copies read it, "Htic Tarot' mu pof. 

Which Figure or covered Speech holds good in Relation to the prefent Time. 
This and the following Verfe may be read as in a Parenthefis, and the Apoftle’s 
Reafoning will appear the plainer, feAti, Ao^®* a\viyiutTuS'n(, x) xsxpvju- 

-Bfbf s!®tA hclv fipav. A Parabl ■•, fignifies a dark covered Speech, tending to 
be ufeful. So Suidas. What the Holy Ghoft pointed out, from the Conftruftion 
of the Tabernacle, and only the High Prieft’s Entrance into it, holds equally now 
under the Temple, at this prefent Time. The Holy of Holies in the Wildernefs, 
was juft as it is at prefent, only to be entered by the High Prieft: And this mani- 
feftly fhews, that every Thing then appointed was with a View to temporal Things. 
The Conftruftion of the Words in the Original is fuch, as to make it a Doubt 
what the Apoftle precifelv meant. It may be, "Htii omr/ii, Which [ Tabernacle ] is 
a proper Refemblance or Similitude of what is done now in the Temple : Or it may 
be. Which, amt(y£onii, fubobfcure Way of reafoning, {viz. from the High Prieft’s 
alone entering into the Holy of Holies, and his doing this but once a Year) holds 
equally to this prefent Time, mid' ov, in which, or at which, viz. Time, Gifts and 
Sacrifices are offered. In fome Manufcripts, it is, mid' t)y, not relative to Time, 
but either to siwvAr, Tabernacle, or wag ?, Similitude. The only Thing that 
can guide us in fuch ambiguous and hard places is, to confider the general Scheme 
of reafoning ; and that is plain enough. The Apoftle was to (hew, that the Firjl 
Covenant had a worldly Sanftuary ; his Proof is. For, or becaufe in this Tabernacle, 
the whole Furniture, or all it’s Utenfils were fecular, worldly , fuch as were fuited 
to this World, nothing that had the leaft Pretence to make Men think or aft, as if 
they had any Views further than this IVorld. Such was the Tabernacle, and fuch is 
even at this prefent Time, the Temple, in which an external Service is performed, 
lonfifling of Meats and Drinks and diverfe Wajhings and carnal Ordinances, impofed 
only for a certain Time, and which all point out nothing further than this Life. 
By an Inftitution of this Kind, the Holy Ghoft plainly enough fhewed, that the 
Jewifli Inftitution was not defigned to make Men as perfeLl as they might be made, 

yvhilft 
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Chap, annexed to the Obferver of fuch Service, but 
rc- , they cannot make the Worfhipper perfect, or 
■ ' confer eternal Happinefs upon him, however 
confcientioufly he may do his Duty, 

io. Becaufe this Service confifts only in 
Meats and Drinks and diverfe Wajhings, and 
Rites relating to the Flefli, or mere external 
Services, which were impofed only to the 
Time when the N ew Covenant fbould take 
Place. But that which makes any one per- 
fedl, muft be fomething of a more Spiritual 
Nature, and which fuits the whole Man, and 

may 


make him that did 
the Service perfe£t a3 
pertaining to Confci- 
ence. 


10. Which flood on¬ 
ly in Meats and Drinks, 
and diverfe Wafhings, 
and carnal Ordinances, 
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whilft the Firjl Tabernacle was Jlandlng: And the fame muft be faid of the Temple 
Service at this prefent Time, when the fame Sort of Service is performed. 

That could not make him that doth the Service perfect. M» i'wijjava.i nttroL owii- 
J'tiotv TthttZatu r Ai 7 psi.V 7 <t. The Gifts and Sacrifices offered at this prefent 
Time in the Temple, cannot make the Worfhipper, perfeft. The Apoftle means 
by hctjfiiov'ln, him that performed, rar the Services, ver. 6. which the 

firft Covenant had enjoined, ver. i. Service therefore means whatever was com¬ 
manded to be done in the Tabernacle: And he that did it, is faid Aa'/pevW, to do 
the Service. Now this Service, confifting in Gifts and Sacrifices, in mere external 
Things, could only entitle him that did it to what was promifed as the Reward of 
his Obedience to the Law, i. e. to a temporal prefent Good: For that was the 
alone Sarnftion of the Law to them that obeyed it. But then Temporal, Prefent, 
Good is not the Perfetiion of the Man ; or the chief Good which he is capable of 
enjoying; but eternal Happinefs which is the Gift of God through Chrift. 

As pertaining to Confcience. Kaza oitnU'notv. The Meaning of the Apoftle is, 
That Gifts or Sacrifices could not make him that did the Service confcientioujly, per - 
fet 7 . The Gifts and Sacrifices, either thofe of the Tabernacle, or thofe offered in 
the Temple at this prefent Time, cannot make the Worfhipper, be he ever focon- 
feientious, perfect, becaufe they all confift in Meats and Drinks and divers Wajhings 
and carnal Rites only, ’ impofed until the Time of Reformation. The great Point of 
the Apoftle was to fhew that the Jewifh San&uary, and all that belonged unto it 
was, Koisij.iKif, worldly, and had nothing that was internally good in it’s View; and 
therefore that the Things enjoined in the Law were only, x.fo-y.t>td, what related 
to prefent good Things: And, in Confequence, that as they could not make the 
Man that obferved them perfect, they were not to be compared to the Things pro- 
enifed by the New Covenant. 
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impofed until the Time 
of Reformation. 

II. But Chrift be¬ 
ing come an High Pried 
of good Things to come 
by a greater and more 
perfeff Tabernacle, not 


may give him the utmoft Happinefs he is ca- C h a r. 
pable of having. 

ix. This the Law could -not effetft. But 1—1 '*~ mJ 
Chrift being come, and being an High Prieft 
of future good Things, not of prefent tem¬ 
poral Bleflings, by means of a better and more 

perfect 
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Reformation. A/cpOaVeaf. The Time when Things fhould be fet right. Meah 
and Drinks and fuch Sorts of Tilings as had a clofe Relation to the Things of this 
World, were appointed by God for certain Ends; to keep his People a holy and fe- 
parate People for a certain Time ; but were not defigned to continue, but only till 
the Meffiah fhould appear. Vid. Gal. iii. 23—28. Tliofe Rites were, what the 
Jews were commanded to obferve ; but then they were not that Sort of Things 
that had any Tendency to perfect the whole Man. Whereas, that only which 
reaches to the final Happinefs of Man, or which will make him as perfeft as he is 
capable of being made, or what will take in his future as well as prefent State, was 
defigned in due Time to be offered to Mankind by the Chrift. 

11. But Chrift being come, an High Prieft of good Things to come. XereJf 0 &&- 
a px /5 P 6U < ? fe.tKh.ivTav dy&tlav. The Apoftle here begins to fhew 
the Superiority of our High Prieft, by {hewing that he has no concern with mun¬ 
dane, fecular, worldly Matters, but is wholly engaged with future good Things for 
his People. Chrift did not pafs into the Holy of Holies as the Jewifh High Prieft 
did; nor indeed did he pafs through any Tabernacle made with Hands; but he 
■went into a greater and more perfett Tabernacle, even into Heaven itfelf. He did 
not ufe a Golden Cenfer, or any worldly Inftruments; nor did he enter by Means 
of the Blood of Goats and Calves, but by means of, S'sa, his own Blood ; and he entered 
once for all into the true Holy of Holies ; nor was this done to obtain an annual Re- 
tnijfion of Sins, but an eternal Redemption ; nor has he Occafion often to repeat, or 
renew what he has done, but once for all has he accomplifhed all that he aimed at. 
We muft not imagine that Chrift became our High Prieft, when he was upon 
Earth ; for this is contrary to the exprefs Defign of our Author, who tells us that 
be would not be a Prieft if he were upon Earth, chap. viii. 4. But being come, nr±e$.- 
yivbfitv®', an High Prieft, implies the Time when he was made our High Prieft; 
which was not before he offered himfelf to God upon his Afcent into Heaven. 
When he is faid to be an High Prieft of Good Things to come, he means, to obtain 
Good Things in a future Life , in Oppofition to prefent temporal Good Things which 
the Jewifh High Prieft obtained in the great Day of Expiation. 

By a greater and more perfect Tabernacle. A/a r b f>Ai(ov'&‘ k) TtKaoTt^g.e ast»vn(. 
The High Prieft was wont to pits through the outer Part of the Tabernacle, in order 
to get to the Holy of Holies. Chrift went into the true Holy of Holies, through a 
more excellent and more perfett Tabernacle, viz. hit Body ; not made according to 

the 
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Ch a r. perfedl Tabernacle, I mean one not made with 
IX - Hands, nor of any Man’s building or framing, 
L has entered into the true Holy of Holies, once 
for all, in order to our having eternal Redemp¬ 
tion from all Sins, not a Freedom from the 
Sin of a Year, nor of that which was again 
and again to be pardoned, but a total one : 

12. And this he did, not by means of the 
Blood of Bullocks and Goats, as the Jewilh 
High Priefts did, but by means of his own 
Blood; with which he entered Heaven itfelf. 

r 13. For if the Blood of Bulls and Goats, 
and the Allies of an Heifer, or a Lixivium 
made of the Alhes of an Heifer, fprinkled 

upon 


made with Hands, that 
is to fay not of this 
building, 


12. Neither by the 
Blood of Goats and 
Calves, but by his own 
Blood he entered in once 
into the Holy, Place, 
having obtained eternal 
Redemption for us. 

13. For if the Blood 
of Bulls and of Goats, 
and the Alhes of an 
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the ordinary Conftitution of the human Nature, but through a Body born of a Virgin, 
and therefore not of this Building. 

12. Neither by the Blood of Goats and Calves. OvJ'l J'i' Tpiyav y.bt- 

yjev. Chrift entered the true Holies, having Ihed his own Blood. He condefcended 
to become obedient to Death ; even the Death of the Crofs: And this he did, not With any 
View to, or on Account of, an annual Redemption, but an eternal one. 

Having obtained eternal Redemption. 'Aiuviav hirfuaiv iupd/j.iv&i. Having 
found eternal Redemption. If we render the Word, ivpd/j.tv'&, obtained, and mean 
by that, that Chrift obtained of his Father by his Death, eternal Redemption for us, 
the Difficulty is obvious, viz. How to account for that’s being the Gift, or the 
free Gift of God, which was bought of him, and bought with a Price F Grotius has 
well exprelTed the Meaning of this Place, Reperta ratione qua nos in perpetuum libe- 
raret a peccatis: A Method being found by which he might deliver us from our Sins for 
ever. Chrift being an High Prieft, through whom we are to have, not prefent, but 
future Good Things, hath entered once for all into the true Holy of Holies, having 
found out the Means of eternal Deliverance' from all Sins, and not a Freedom from 
temporal Evils as the Law of Mofes preferibed. 

For us. Thefe Words are not in the Original ; and indeed they feem .needlefs. 
Afid if they are to be retained, they muft be underftood not of the Hebrews alone 
But of all Mankind, Gentiles as well as Jews. 5 

13. For if the Blood of Bulls and Goats , and the aflies of an Heifer , fprinkling the 
Unclean. Kinoiyeoy.in;. Vid. Numb. xix. What was feparated from common 

Ufe 
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heifer, fprinkling the 
unclean, fanftifieth to 
the purifying the Flefh j 


14. How much more 
fhall the Blood of Chrift, 


upon fuch as were unclean, took away all le- Ch a p. 
gal Impurities, fo far as purifying the Flefh IX- 
was neceflary, and all external Decency was _ 
to be kept up, for a temporal Purpofe ; 

14. How much more fhall the Blood of 
Chrift, who being under the Guidance of the 

eternal 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the H E B R E IES. 

Ufe to the Service of God, was called and deemed Holy: What remained in com¬ 
mon Ufe, was not Holy. Hence it comes, that what was not Holy , was put for 
common, or unclean, Afts xi. 8. When any legal Impurities happened, or Cafes 
which made them who laboured under them unfit to appear before their King, the 
Command was, that they fhould be purified by certain Means preferibed in the 
Law; and they were to offer certain Sacrifices; and the Compliance with the Rites 
preferibed, cleanfed the Impure. “ If fuch Things as the Blood of Bulls and Goats , 
“ or a certain Lixivium of the Ajhes of an Heifer, fprinkled upon a Perfon that was 
“ unclean, would make him holy, and entitle him to appear in the Prefence of God, 
“ or at his Tabernacle, and would take away the Offence conceived at his Unclean- 
“ nefs, or his Breach of the Law—” How much more fhall the Blood of Chrift do ! 

Sandifieth to the purifying of the Flefh. ‘Ayurfei •zrpor r <tctp>t°s KetQnpoTnlct. 
The Jews were a People Holy to the Lord. When they offended againft him and 
tranfgrefTed their Law, they were, ntumoauivoi, made common, i. t. no longer Ho¬ 
ly, but juft like the reft of the World ; and they had no Pretence to claim the Pri¬ 
vileges granted them by their Law. But when the great Day of Expiation came, 
they had certain Sacrifices and Rites which made them again Holy, or Sanctified, 
and qualified them to receive the Promifes of the Law. Thefe Sacrifices and Puri¬ 
fications removed all Obftruftions to the Favours promifed ; and when they had 
performed what had been appointed for that End, the Perfons or Places were cleanfed 
or fianCtified. The Apoftle refers to the Sacrifices on the Day of Expiation, fpeci- 
fied Lev. xvi. and to the Purification, deferibed Numb. xix. where the Law is fo 
ftrift, that if the unclean Perfon neglefts to be purified, fie is threatened to be cut 
off from Ifrael, ver. 13. If then fuch Rites as thefe had fuch Effefts, as to cleanfe 
Men from the Evils which attended the Breach of the Law, yet they could not 
make Men perfect, as to Confidence, ver. 9. 

14. How much more Jhall the Blood of Chrifl. The Blood of a Man is 
much more valuable than the Blood of a Goat or Calf. The Blood of Chrift 
is dill more precious, it being the Blood of the Son of God. Now if he con- 
defeended to become Man, and to live here, and aft under the Direftion of 
the Spirit, muft not his Blood be ftill more valuable ? And ought not we to be 
more careful in obferving his Laws f Or thus ; Suppofe that the Apoftle’s Argu¬ 
ment is not taken from the Value of the Blood offered, but to be a mere Compa¬ 
nion between the Blood of Chrift, as purging the Confidence, and tbe Blood of 

R Goats 
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Chap, eternal Spirit, had never been guilty of any 
IX - Sin, and who having done the perfedt Will 
of God, offered himfelf without Spot to God ; 
—How much more fhall the Blood of Chrift 
cleanfe the Sinner from all evil Works, and 
make him abftain for the future from all- evil ? 
His Blood will not purify him fo as to fit him 
to appear in the Prefence of God at his Tem¬ 
ple, but will make him fo to abftain from all 
Evil, as to ferve the living God, who fits in 
Heaven itfelf, the Governor of all, and fu- 
preme Judge of all, and will thus entitle him 
to everlafting Happinefs. 


who through the eter¬ 
nal Spirit offered him¬ 
felf without Spot to 
God, purge your Con- 
fcience from dead 
Works, to ferve the liv¬ 
ing God ? 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the HEBREWS. 

Goats and Calves on the Day of Expiation, as purging the Sins of the People. If 
thefe were done away, or purged, (as being Adts committed againft the Law) by 
fuch Oblations, and the People were reinftated, and entitled to prefent Bleflings 
how much more effectual will the Blood of Chrift prove, to make us eafy as to what 
he has promifed, a Remiflion of our Sins ? 

Purge your Confcience. KafletpsI t avniPnaiv v[j.Zv. Some Copies read, Our, 
inftead of, your, 'To purge, or, cleanfe Confcience, is not to make us not to be con- 
fcious of the Sins which we have committed, or which we do commit; but it is to 
make us to be under no Afiprehenfions, or Fears, on Account of our Sins. Suppofe 
then that Chrift promifed us, or gave us Affurance, that our Sins would not be im¬ 
puted to us by God, if he fatisfied us of this great Truth, by proving his coming 
from God to declare this to be his Will, he would put away all Doubt or Heftta- 
tiorv as to Condemnation for them, and make us eafy as to that Affair. If then the 
Things prefcribed in and by the Law, could reftore to legal Holmefs the Offenders 
againft the Law, and the Hebrew People were fatisfied that thofe Oblations did pro¬ 
duce fuch Effcdt; furely we may fit eafy and reft fatisfied that uie are reinftated in the 
Favour of God, and: that our Sins are not to be imputed to us, fince Chrift has 
died for us, and is afcended into Heaven, and there has-offered himfelf unto his 
Father. , . .. 

From dead Work$ to ferve the Living God. ’A ori rtxpaif Tpyuv sir to \et\pzunv 
&‘.o i^u/li. Legal Oblations fanCtified, fo as to take away Offences againft a flefhly 
Inftitution, or a Law that confiftqd in Meats and Drinks, and Ordinances, which 
being violated, brought on Death. But the Blood of Chrift takes away all our 
paft Sins, and makes us fure that they , will be renlitted, how much foever they 
might lead to Death j and by this Means it will neceffarily induce us fo ferve 
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the Living God, in Spirit and in Truth. The Apoftle in this Place tells us, that Chap. 
Chrift, through the eternal Spirit offered himfelf without Spot to God. He does not IX. 

fay, that he offered his Blood to God, but himfelf. He was to go through Life and i 
Death too; and he was to do his Father’s Will upon Earth ; and when he had done 
all this, he was to offer himfelf free from Spot or Fault in every Refpeft. The 
offering his Blood would fignify no more than his Dying, as was determined of 
him: But the offering himfelf implies the whole of his Life and Death too, in all 
his Undertaking for Man, from his Condefcenfion to become incarnate, to his Af- 
cent into Heaven. 
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CONTENTS. 

T H E Firft Covenant being made with a View to temporal 
Ends, and every Thing in it being ordained for external 
Services, it cannot be confidered as at all coming up to the Digni¬ 
ty of the Second Covenant made by Chrift. The Former was re¬ 
vocable j this Second is irrevocable j the Former conferred good 
Things here; the Latter in a futnre State. There was this in 
common to both Covenants, that Death was to intervene in order 
to eftablifh Both. As under the Firft, there was to be Death , in 
order to fecure the Promife of a Deliverance from the Evil attend¬ 
ing the Tranfgreflions of thofe that were under That: So under 
the Second, Death was to intervenene, that thofe that were under 
this , might be fure to receive the Promife made to them. The 
Intervention of Death under the Firft Covenant, fecured this Point, 
that thofe who were under it fhould receive temporal Bleffings: 
And as the Bleftings to be fecured were thus different, fo were all 
the Circumftances; and in confequence, fo muft be the Difpen- 
fations; that of Chrift vaftly fuperior to that of Mofes. 
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TEXT 



A ND befides, through this Blood, 
Chrift is become the Mediator of 
New Covenant, and adts as fuch be¬ 
tween 


15. A ND for this 
■**" Caufe he is the 
Mediator of the New 


NOTES on the Epistle to the HEBREWS. 

r \ »C. And. for tBis Caufe he is the Mediator if the New Yeftament. K<t! did. 7 St 0 
itairSf Mts-irwf ecu’, And through, or by Means of this, he is the Medi¬ 
ator if the New Cavenat. 1 he Word, J'ia.8nnn, has all along this Epiftle been 
trulj rendered, Covenant j and fo it fliould have been here. The Apoille gives the 

Reafon, 
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Teftament, that by tween God and Man. So that as Death Cha 
means of Death for the intervened under the Firft Covenant in ^ 

order 
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Reafon, why Chrift was the Mediator of a New Covenant through his Blood; v ;‘s. 
Becaufe as by the Intervention of Death AfTurance was made or given, that Tranf- / 
greflions under the Firji Covenant fhould be pardoned, fo likewife under the Second 
Covenant, by means of Death, the Heirs of Promife fhould have Aflurance that ' 
their Sins fhould be remitted, and they entitled to an everlafting Inheritance. 
There is a general Likenefs or Similitude in the Two great Scenes of God’s Provi¬ 
dence. There was Death in the Firji Covenant in order to the eftablifhing of that 
Law, which gave AfTurance that their Sins of Ignorance fhould be forgiven, and 
that they fhould, if they would conform to what was commanded, enjoy a prefent, 
temporal , PofTeflion. There was likewife Death in the Second Covenant, to efta- 
blifh that; and to give AfTurance, that thofe with whom that was made, fhould 
enjoy a future and eternal Inheritance. It was expedient that Chrift fhould 
be made Man , or, be Partaker of Flejh and Bloody that through Death he might de- 
Jircy him that had the Power of Death, chap. ii. 14. The Man Chrift therefore 
was Mediator through his Blood, that as Death intervened for the freeing Men from 
Tranfgreffions, and giving them a prefent Enjoyment in the Land of Canaan, un¬ 
der th & Firji Covenant; in like Manner under the Second Covenant, They who are 
called to an everlajiing Inheritance may, by the intervening of Death, receive Aflu¬ 
rance of the Pardon of their Sins, and of Happinefs in Heaven. The Repetition 
of the Words, by the intervening of Death, in this laft Claufe, helps us to explain 
the following Verfes, which are otherwife exceflive hard, if intelligible at all. 

When thefe words are underflood, as if the Blood of Chrift was the Ground or 
Reafon of Redemption of Tranfgrejftons under the Firji Covenant , as they are ufually in¬ 
terpreted, it is founded on this Aflertion of the Apoftle, that the Blood of Bulls and 
Goats cannot take away Sin, chap. x. 4. Whatever is meant by thefe Words, one 
Thing is certain, that fame Sins were in Fail taken away, at leaft on the great 
Day of Expiation : And we are aflured, that the Blood of Bulls and Goats, and the 
Jprinkling the Unclean, did in Fa£t fanSify to the purifying the Flejh. They took 
away therefore the Sins of thofe who were Violators of the Law. To reconcile 
thefe Things, it is faid, that the Sacrifices under the Firft Covenant derived all 
their Efficacy from the great Sacrifice of Chrift. But, 1. It is not faid that his 
Death was for the Redemption of Tranfgrejftons under the Firji Covenant. But only 
that Death intervened for that Purpole. But IVhofe Death, or IVhat Death, is not 
faid. And, 2. Chrift was the Mediator of the New Covenant, and died, that by 
means of Death, .they which are called might receive the Promife of eternal Inheritance. 

It is certain that the Apoftle is fpeaking of the Ratification of each of the Covenants: 

Of that of Mojes , from ver. 19. to ver. 23. Of that of the Second Covenant, 
from ver. 23. to ver. 28. And there is not any Intimation any where, that tlie 
Death of Chrift wa9 for the Redemption of Sins under the Firji Covenant. 
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Chap onler to ratify that, and to fecure the Engage- 
Ix - me nt to deliver from, or pardon, the Tranf- 
greffions that were under that; fo likewife un¬ 
der the Second Covenant, there was to be an 
In ten ention of Death, that they which are 
called might receive the Promife of eternal 
In': cm l an cc. 

16. For where a Covenant is engaged in, 
(as was done in the Old Law) to make it firm 
and binding, there mud be neceflarily fome- 
thing done, that implies the Death of the Co¬ 
venanting Party. It mud be what implies 
that the Party imprecates upon himfelf Death , 
if he violates the Covenant. 

, 17. For 


Redemption of the 
Tranfgreffionsthat were 
under the Firft Tefta- 
ment, they which are 
called might receive the 
Promife of eternal In¬ 
heritance. 


16. For where a 
Teftament is, there 
mult alfo of Ncceflity 
be the Death of the 
Teftator. 
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16. For where a Tejlament is, there mujl alfo of Necejftty be the Death of the Tefta- 
tor. "Oorts J'la.Biix.n, Sivarrov avdysen ipipity t J'ia.Qe[Avis. For where a Cove¬ 
nant is, it is neceffary that the Death of the Party covenanting Jhould be brought in 
View, or made to pafs before him. One may be certain, that no good Writer can 
pafs from fpeaking of a Covenant, to talk of a Lajl Will, or Tejlament, and a Te~ 
Jlator, when both what precedes, and what follows, concerns a Covenant only. 
It would be fo like to a mere Play upon a Word (which fometimes fignifies a Will, 
or Tejlament ; and fometimes a Covenant) that one cannot conceive any Man 
writing ferioufly on a ferious Subjedt, could be guilty of fuch Abfurdity. It is 
true that if the Word, FiMnn, be rendered in this Place a Will, or Tejlament-, 
and if no more were to be read of this Epiftle but what lies in this and the next 
Verfe, what the Apoftle fays, will be very true and juft concerning Tejlament! 
and Tejlators. But what is that to his Purpofe? There is not the leaft Circum- 
ftance relative to any Will made by Chrift: Nor does the Word, J'/aSajce, ever 
fignify c Will in the Sacred Writings. Nor can it fignify any fuch Thing in this 
Place, becaufe the Apoftle is treating all along this Epiftle of Two Covenants ; a 
Fiji, which was to give Way to a Second ; a Firft that was faulty, and old, and 
imperfect; a Second, that was New, a better one, a perfect one, chap. vii. 21. 
viii. 6—10, 13. In this Chapter, he tells us of a Firjl Covenant, which had cer¬ 
tain Ordinances of Divine Service: And then he mentions, in Oppofition to that 
Firjl Covenant, a New Covenant, of which Chrift was the Mediator. How then 
could he pafs immediately from the Subjedl he was upon, to fpeak of Wills, or Te¬ 
jlament s, and Tejlators, (which is all foreign to his Purpofe) and then after Two 
fhort Verficles, return to his Subjedl as he does ? 


But 
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But let us admit A/aHnini, to fignify a lajl Will, and A/aSs/ati'©; to fignify a C H A p. 
Tejlator, —one may afk, Who was the Tejlator here? Was Chrift? No. He came IX. 
to do tht Will of his Father; and in his Father’s Name, to declare and allure eternal 1 -—J 
Life to fuch as fhould believe in him, and live as his Difciples. Was God the Fa¬ 
ther the Tejlator ? No. For he can never die ; and in Confequence his Will can 
never be valid, for a Tejiament is of no Force at all while the Tejlator liveth. So that 
here is neither Tejiament , nor Tejlator, as the Roman Law required, or as the Jew- 
ijh Praflice feems to have been, in our Saviour’s Days. Thefe Verfes therefore 
cannot be underftood of a Lajl Will: For that is foreign to the Subject the Apoftle 
is treating of : And fuppofing this Difficulty furmounted, the Apoftle muft be 
fpeaking of the Lajl Will of a Tejlator who cannot die-, for it is the Will of him 
who only hath Immortality, i. e, a Will that never can be valid, becaufe the Tejlator 
lives for ever, and in Courfe it is a Will of no Ufe or Significancy, becaule the 
Death of the Tejlator is neceflary to it’s having any Validity. 

Let us next confider what was the Fail, that thence we may underftand, or at 
leaft get fome Light into the Terms here made ufe of. A Covenant is propofed by 
God to Mankind by a Mediator Jefus Chrift, wherein a Promife of an eternal 
Inheritance is made to Man, provided he is ready and willing to comply with the . , / - 

Conditions laid before him. There had been a Covenant made by God to the I . ( 

Jewijh Nation, which engaged to them a p refent^ temporal, Happinefs in the Land - i 

Canaan, provided they obfcrved the Law given to them. Here then a Second Co\ - 

venant is propofed by God; not propofing a prefent, but a future Good, not 3|' 
temporal, but an eternal Happinefs. It is a Covenant offered by GoU—i Being omni-] 
potent, immortal, uncontroulable, to a Series of Beings, weak, frail, infirm, but 
capable of fubfifting after Death. Chrijl is not the Party that enters into Covenant ; 
but he is the Mediator betweeen the Parties covenanting. God is the Party on one. 

Side; and he offers Peace: Man is 0 the Party with whom the Covenant 

is made, and who is to accept the Conditions, and to perform what he is obliged fi r . e 

to do.. Chrift is the Perfon that adls between God and Man, and brings their ■ //j 
Conditions of our Reconciliation ; and he was to induce and perfuade Man to fa 
accept the Offer, and thus to cleanfe him from dead Works to ferve the living God. 

What now is there, that will-fhew the Validity of this Covenant j or that it fhall con¬ 
tinue obligatory; or that it fhall not be voided by either Party? Juft the fame 
Means, as when the Firft Covenant was eftablifhed : And as then, the Firft Co¬ 
venant was eftablifhed by Blood, fo here too, a like Method was taken to eftablifh 
this. It was neceflary therefore in this Cafe, that fomething fhould be done and 
producible that implied the Death of the Party covenanting, i. e. of Man, to fignify 
or reprefent, what he defired might happen to him in Cafe he broke the Covenant. 

Whenever then Death intervenes in order to eftablifh any Covenant, the Parties 
are fuppofed to wifh that the Violator of the Covenant may be put to Death, as 


the Animal or Perfon before them was. Vid. EJfay on Sacrifices, p. 232—244. 

Here then the Apoftle argues thus, “ Where a Covenant is made, irrevocable, 
“ valid, it is neceflary that it fhould be eftablifhed by Death, or the intervening 
“ of Death ; which reprefents or fignifies, Thus may it happen to the Perfon that 
“ violates the Covenant.” There muft be fuch Sign or Mark of Validity pro¬ 
duced. 
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Chap. \j. For it is certain, that a Covenant made 
IX 1 where the Death of any Thing intervenes, 
L '" v ' is firm and binding j whereas it is of no 
Force, while the contradting Party does not 
engage himfelf to any Forfeiture of Life. 

18. From 


17. For a Tefta- 
ment is of Force after 
Men are dead, other- 
wife it is of no Strength 
at all, while the Tefta- 
tor liveth. 
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ductile, or capable of being brought, iviyun v'tpiSK,, or elfe the whole Tranfaftion 
might be deemed not obligatory. See this Senfe of the Word, ptpiTf, Joh. xviii. 29. 

17. For a Tejlament is of Force after Men are dead. A1a.Bhy.1t -ft iort reap di { 
( 3 s Ctua.. For a Covenant made where Death is, is valid. Where any Perfon or 
Thing is put to Death, or where Death intervenes in any Shape, it makes the Co¬ 
venant there engaged in as valid as it can be made. Neither of the Parties enga¬ 
ging can withdraw, becaufe they have folemnly obliged themfelves to ftand by the 
Conditions, and are fuppofed to imprecate upon themfelves.—So fhall it be done 
to him that breaks this Engagement. 

Otherwife it is of no Strength at all while the Tefiator liveth. 'Em's /J-h ordh ’its- 
yfet, ots 0 But it is of no Force at all while the covenanting Party 

liveth. The Covenant is not binding, till fomething is done, and, ptpiTcu, may 
be produced is an Evidence, that the contrafting Party confents to forfeit Life if he 
offends. The Covenant is not made till Death, or what is made to fignify the 
Death of the covenanting Party happens. For till this is done, the contrafting 
Party is faid to live, i. e. not to be obnoxious to Death, to which he would have 
obliged himfelf if he did not obferve the Covenant. Thus the Covenant of God by 
Chrift was valid, when his Death happened by which the Law was eftabliflied, and 
which made it irrevocable; juft as the Death of the Sacrifice under the firft Cove¬ 
nant made that irrevocable. But then, before his Death intervened, the Covenant 
he offered was not of any Force, nothing appearing that the Parties covenanting 
had agreed or confented to fuch Covenant. 

Should it be faid, that the Words are, ore 0 <f/ct 9 t/atr®', whiljl the Parly 
engaging in Covenant, liveth: It is true; but the Apoftle, though he fpcaks in gene¬ 
ral Terms in this Place, as if all Covenants were attended with Death, yet he 
muft be underftood as limiting his Reafoning to the Point in View, viz. the Me- 
^ thod of eftablifhing Covenants by Blood: Wherein there was a fuppofed Imprecation 
t as before obferved —So let it be done to him that breaks the Covenant. When the 

( Death of any Thing intervened for this Purpofe, it was eafy to adduce that as an 
Evidence of the Contraft. But when nothing was done, from whence the Obli¬ 
gation of the contrafting Party could be made to appear, the Covenant was of no 
Force at all. This I take to be the Meaning of this hard Paifiger Which J fub- 
mit to the Reader’s Judgment. 
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18. Whereupon nei¬ 
ther was the firft dedi¬ 
cated without Blood. 


19. For when Mo¬ 
fes had fpoken every 
Precept to all the Peo¬ 
ple according to the 


18. From whence we may fee the Reafon Chap-. 
why even the firft Covenant made by Mofes ^ 
was not inftituted, or as it were dedicated, 
without Blood. An Animal was facrificed, 

and it’s Blood was fprinkled, to fhew the Peo¬ 
ple that fo fhould their Blood be Hied, if they 
did not obferve the Contract they had en¬ 
gaged themfelves in. 

19. For when every Precept of the Law" 
was fpoken by Mofes to the People, he took 

the 
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iS. Whereupon neither the Firft Covenant was dedicated without Blood, "oist ZF 
ii •srffc7t) X.api{ di/ecc'IS* iyKiKctivircti. For which Reafon neither was the Firft 
Covenant made without'Blood. Covenants are faid to be ratified, confirmed, made, 
entered into ; but are not ufually faid to be dedicated. There was a certain Propriety 
or Fitnefs to enter into Covenant, as was done in the Days of Mofes, by fheddipg 
of Blood: And the Animal flain was an Evidence of the Fait; and this was done in 
order to fignify or exprefs, that both Parties declared, that if they did not ftand to 
the Covenant or League made, they defired that their Blood might be fo filed as 
was that of the Animal before them. But here the Firft Covenant is faid to be, | 
not ratified, or made, but dedicated ; which is an Expreflion not ufual, I think, on 
fuch Occafion. The Word which we render, dedicated, is properly applied to 
Things renewed which are confecrated, or fet apart to fuch or fuch Services. When 
the Temple was rebuilt, and confecrated to God, it is faid to be ly>c‘Kitivi<r[Ai’®', 
and the Dedication of the Altar is called it’s iyncuotoott, Numb. vii. 88. When 
this Word is applied not to the Houfe of God, as Efr. vi. 16. or to the Walls of the 
City, Nehem. xii. 27. but to a Covenant as here, it means a Covenant made and 
folemnly engaged in, and from which the Parties were refolved never to depart, nor 
would they violate the Conditions of it more than they would what was in the mod 
folemn Manner engaged to be performed. 

19. For when Mofes had fpoken every Precept to all the People according to the 
Law. Mofes took the Book of the Covenant, and read in the Audience of all the 
People, Exod. xxiv. 3, 7. The Covenant at that Time read was the Ten Com¬ 
mandments only: Or poflibly the whole Twentieth, Twenty-firft, Twenty-fe- 
cond, and Twenty-third Chapters of Exodus-, not the whole Law of Mofes, as it 
lies in Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, or the Remainder of even Exodus itfelf. 
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Chap, the Blood of Calves and Goats with Water 
IX. an d Scarlet Wool and Hyffop ; and half the 
L "'' Blood he fprinkled on the Altar, and the 
other half he fprinkled on the Book and on 
the People, 

20. And 


Law, he toertt the Blood 
of Calves and of Goats 
with Water and fcarlet 
Wool and Hyflop, and 
fprinkled both the Book, 
and all the People, 
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He took the Blood of Calves and of Goats. Mofes only mentions Burnt Offerings 
and Peace Offerings of Oxen , Exod. xxiv. 5. Burnt Offerings confided not only 
of the Herd Kine, but of Goats and Sheep, as the Offerer was difpofed to give, Lev. 
i. The Peace Offerings were likewife of the Herd, or of the Flock, or Goats, 
Lev. ii. Mofes therefore by naming Burnt Offerings and Peace Offerings, might 
include Goats as well as the Herd Kine. 

With Water and Scarlet Wool and Hyffop. None of thefe are mentioned in the 
Books ok Mofes as ufed upon this Occafion. But 'as Mofes is mentioned as taking 
half of the Blood of the Burnt and Peace Offerings, and putting it in Bafons, and half 
the Blood he fprinkled on the Altar, and likewife on the People, we fee a manifeft Rea- 
fon for an Inftrument to fprinkle the Blood with. And as the Sprinkler is deferibed 
that was made ufe of on certain Occafions, (vid. Lev. xiv. 4, 49, 51, 52. Numb, 
xix. 6.) it is very probable that this was the Inftrument ufed on this. Hyffop was 
frequently applied for fuch Purpofes: Thus, lie Jhall take a Bunch of Hyflop, and 
dip it in the Blood of the Bafon, and Jlrike the Lintel r and the Two Side Pojls , with 
the Blood that As in the Bafon, Exod. xii. 22. 

And fprinkled both the Book and all the People. No Mention is made by Mofes 
of his fprinkling the Book. And indeed the Conftruftion may be here, as Grotius has 
obferved, He took the Blood with the Water and fcarlet Wool and Hyffop and the Book 
itfelf, and fprinkled all the People. He held the Book of the Covenant in his Hand ; 
and when he had read every Precept to the People, he fprinkled the Altar, on the 
one Part, and all the People on the other Part, with Blood. It is not improbable 
that he fprinkled the Book itfelf in like Manner. The Ceremony was fignificant 
and expreflive: It implied, that the contracting Parties to that Covenant were 
J obliged to a ftrift Obfervance of what they were engaged in. Blood was deemed 
\ the Life of all Animals as well as of Men : And this Ceremony was underftood to 
j imply, that the Perfons who violated a Covenant thus engaged in, were willing to 
' have their Blood fhed, as was the Blood of the Animal before them. The Altar 
was fprinkled on God’s Part, who condefcended thus to aft after the Manner of 
Men: The People weie fprinkled, in token of their Intention to keep the Covenant, 
and in Acknowledgment of their Confent to have their Blood flied if they broke it. 
And the Book itfelf might be fprinkled, to be produced as an Evidence, that 

That contained the very Covenant which the contrafting Parties had in fo folemn 
a Manner confentcd to. 
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20. Saying, This is 
the Blood of the Te- 
ftament which God 
hath enjoined to you. 


21. Moreover he 
fprnkled with Blood 
both the Tabernacle, 
and all the Ve/Tels of 
the Miniftry. 


20. And faid. Behold the Blood of the Cove- Chap. 
nant which the Lord hath made with you concern- 

ivg all thefe Words, Exod. xxiv. 6—8. The ' " 
Ceremony fignified, that if they did not ob- 
ferve the Statutes enjoined, they would be wil¬ 
ling and contented to have their Blood fhed,and 
fprinkled in like Manner as was the Blood of 
thofe Animals. 

21. Nor was this Ceremony ufed towards 
the People alone, but other Things were 
fprinkled with Blood. The Tabernacle was 
fprinkled with Blood, and fo were all the 
VelTels made ufe of in the Service of the 
Sandtuary ; they were not only anointed, but 
likewife fprinkled with Blood. 

22. And 
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20. This is the Blood of the Tejlament. Taro to asutt A tsahhuiK- This is the 
Blood of the Covenant, i. e. by which the Covenant between God and this People is 
ratified and confirmed. Our Saviour had the Paflage of Mofes here referred to, in 
View, when he gave to his Difciple; the Cup in his Laft Supper. This, fays he, 
is my Blood, even that of the 'New Covenant, which is Jhed for many for the Remijjion 
of Sins. T?to sr t to diud fj.«, to ■f Kttiviif J'/a0nxnr, to trips troKKsl v tjc^uro- . 
pivov tit ctptaiv d.fjLa.p'lsZv, Matt. xxvi. 28. When Mofes fprinkled the People ■/.:)/ 
with Blood, he faid, Behold the Blood of the Covenant which the Lord hath made with 

you concerning all thefe Words, Exod. xxiv. 8. i. e. Behold the Blood by which the 
Covenant between God and you is ratified. So when our Saviour faid, This is my 
Blood, even that of the New Covenant —He meant exa&ly the fame Thing—“ This 
“ is to reprefent to you mv Blood, that is filed to confirm the'New Covenant, 

“ made between God and Man, for the Remifiion of Sins.” 

21. Moreover he fprinkled with Blood both the Tabernacle, and all the Vtffels of the 
Minijlry. The Tabernacle is faid to have been anointed by Mofes, and fo was all 
that was within : And thus it was that they were fanftfied. Lev. viii. 10. As to 
Aaron and his Sons it is faid, that Mofes took of the anointing Oil, and of the Blood 
which was upon the Altar, and fprinkled it upon Aaron, and upon his Garments, and 
upon his Sons Garments with him: And he fanCt fied Aaron, his Garments and his 
Sons, and his Sons Garments with him. Lev. viii. 30. But then it is not exprefsly 
faid, that the Tabernacle, and all that was in it, was fprinkled with Blood, to fanfli- 
fy it, but only that it was anointed. So we are told, that all the Vejfels of the Ta- 

S 2 bernacle 
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Chap. 22. And indeed almoft all Things accord- 12. And almoft all 
IX - ing to the Law are purified and made holy, Thin g s ar e by the Law 
or clean, and acceptable to God, by Means w ithout fhedding of 
of Blood; and in general one may fay, that Blood is no Remiflion. 
without fhedding of Blood, there is almoft 
no Remiflion of Sins obtained from God. 

23. You 

NOTES on the Epistle to the HEBREWS. 

bernack were fanftified by the anointing Oil, and the Tabernacle itfelf, Exod. jcI. 
9, 10, 11. But not a Word of it’s being fanftified or hallowed by Blood. When 
indeed the High Prieft entered into the Holy of Holies, he was to bring the Blood of 
the Sin Offering within the Veil, and fprinkle it on the Mercy Seat, and make an 
Atonement for the Holy Place, and for the Altar, Lev. xvi. 14, 16, 18. To ac¬ 
count for this, Grotius has well obferved here, Afperfionem Sanguinis pramitti foli- 
tam unftioni retie ctlligimus ex to quod ibidem fequitur de altai i afperfo primum, deinde 
unfio: That fprinkling of Blood was wont to be before anointing, is gathered from 
hence, that it it J,aid that the Altar was firjl fprinkled, and afterwards anointed. 
Hence the Apoftle inferred, that almojl all Things were by the Law purged with 
Blood, i. e. hallowed, or fanClificd, or made holy. 

22. And almojl all Things are by the Law purged with Blood. Some Things by 
the Law were purified or cleanfed, >atdctpi(o/lcu, with Water alone, Exod. xix. 10. 
Levit. xvi. 28. Others were purified by the Water of Separation, Numb. xix. 9. 
II, tAc. Other Things were cleanfed by Fire, Numb. xxxi. 22, 23. and by the 
Water of Separation. But generally fpeaking, all Things were purified by Blood. 

And without Jbedding of Blood is no Remiffton. Here the Word, almojl, mentioned 
in the preeding Part of this Verfe, is to be repeated : For it is not univerfally 
true, that by the Law, Remiflion of Sins was not to he had, where there was no 
Ihedding of Blood. In Cafes of Poor People, who could not afford Two Turtle 
Doves, or Two Young Pidgeons, He that finned Jhall bring for his Offering the Tenth 
Part of an Ephah of fine Flower for a Sin Offering, and he Jhall bring it to the Priejl, 
and—the Priejl Jhall make an Atonement for him as touching his Sin that he hath fin¬ 
ned, and it Jhall he forgiven him , Lev. v. 11, 13. Here the Word n^DJ, nijlabb, 
is ufed, though no Blood was fhed. So that it is only true, in general, that Re- 
miffion is owing by the Law to Blood. 

It was cuflomary to the Jews, as well as to other Nations, to wajh and purify 
thcmfelves, and to put on chan Cloaths, whenever they were to appear before their 
King and God. When they were in the Wildernefs of Sinai, and the Lord was 
to comedown in the Sight of all the People, they were ordered to wajh their Cloaths , 
Kxod. xix. ic, 11. The Priefts who weie to ofliciare in the Tabernacle were 
commanded to wajh themfelves, and fo was the High Prieft to wajh his Flejh with 
Water befoie he put on his Sacred Veftments, Lev. xvi. 4. And the Brazen Laver 
was ni2de, that Aaron and his Sons might wafh their Hands and Feet thereat. 

Nay, 
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23. It was therefore 23. You fee then how neceflary the flied- e 
neceflary that the Pat- 0 f Bl 0 od was in the Firft Covenant, and ^ 

what 
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Nay, fo exprefs was this Command, and it was made fo neceflary, that they were 
to wajh whenever they went into the Tabernacle of the Congregation, or when they 
came near the Altar to minijler to burn Offerings made by Fire unto the Lord, under 
this fevere Penalty— that they die not. So they Jhall wafh their Hands and their Feet 
that they die not. This jhall be a Statute for ever to them, even to him and to hit 
Seed throughout their Generations, Exod. xxx. 18—21. 

The Notions of Cleannefs were fuch among the Gentiles a9 well as among the Jews, 
that the previous Ceremony of wafhing was ufed before they prayed to their Gods: 
Among the fews-, nothing offenfivc to the Sight, or Touch, or Smell, was con¬ 
ceived to be fit or proper to appear in the Prefence, or Houfe, of God, until it was 
clcanfed x>r purified. The Leper that was pronounced clean by the Prieft, was to 
wa(h his Cloaths, and to Jhave off all his Hair, and to wajh himfelf in TVater, that he 
maybe clean. Lev. xiv. 9. Still he was to ftay Seven Days, before he was to be 
prcfented before the Lord-, nor could the Prieft prefent him at the Door of the Ta¬ 
bernacle of the Congregation till he was thoroughly wajhed and clean. It was juft 
the fame in Cafe of running IJfues: The Man was unclean, and every Bed whereon 
he lay, and every Thing whereon he fat, was unclean. Lev. xv. 4. This Diforder 
was fo difagreeable, that whatever he touched, or that touched him, was unclean : 
And therefore when he became well, he was to number Seven Days for his cleanfing, 
and wajh his Cloaths, and bathe h'tmjelf, in running TVater ; and then he was deemed 
clean, ibid. 2—13. If any Uncleannefs happened to any Prieft, if, e. g. he touch¬ 

ed a Dead Carcafs, or any creeping Thing whereby he might be made unclean; or 
a Man, by whom he might take Uncleannefs, whatever Uncleannefs he hath. Lev. 
xxii. 5. —This would make him unclean for that Day, and he was to wajh his Flejh 
with TVater, ver. 6. Whatever it was that was looked upon by Man to be difa¬ 
greeable, that was to be remove'd ; and Wajhing was required as neceflary before 
any could appear in the Prefence of God. 

Hence it is, that to purify, to clcanfe, to purge, is applied to Sins ; and thofe 
Words are ufed to fignify, the taking away, or removal of them as Things difagrea- 
bU or offenfsve to God. Thus when Chrift is faid to have made a cleanfsng of Sins, 
or to purge our Sins, chap. i. 3. or that he wajhed us from our Sins, Rev. i. 5. or 
that we are cleanfd from all Unrighteoufnefs, I Joh. i. 7, 9. the Meaning is, that 
what was difagreeable to God in Sin, or what would produce ill Effedls or Confe- 
q icnces to the Sinner from God, was removed. When it is faid, that almojl all 
Things are under the Law, or according to the Law, purged with Blood, the Apoftle 
means, that under the Law, Sacrifices, or Blood in general, took away the Effcfts 
which would have arifen from Offences againft the Law. So too, when cleanfing 
is applied to Things, it confifted in removing whatever was difagreeable from it, and 
nuking it clean and fit for the Ufe it was defigned. 
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TEXT. 


Chap, what frequent Ufe was made of it. It was 
IX. n eceffary on many Accounts, that the Copies 
and Exemplars of the Things feen in the 
Mount by Mofes Ihould be made holy; and 
from the Time they were made fo, they were 
not to be profaned by any Body, by Prieft or 
People, without incurring an acknowledged 
Forfeiture of Life. They were therefore pu¬ 
rified with the Blood of Sacrifices of Bulls and 
Goats. But the Heavenly Things themfelves, 
which are far more excellent than the Copies 
of them, are to be purified with much more 
excellent Sacrifices than thofe, even by the 
Blood of Chrift. 


24. The 


terns of Things in the 
Heavens (hould be puri¬ 
fied with thefe, but the 
Heavenly Things them¬ 
felves with better Sacri¬ 
fices than thefe. 
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23. It was therefore neceffary, that the Patterns of Things in the Heavens Jhould 
be purged with thefe. ’Ai ’a.yx.n Hr Tel //.iv utroS'CyiJ.afla. r tv to!s t»t ok 

What the Apoflle calls both here and chap. viii. 5. ioroS'tiy leaflet, 
the LXX call mapiPeiyiJt.it, Exod. xxv. g. According to all that I Jhew thee, after 
the Pattern of the Tabernacle, and the Pattern of all the Injlruments thereof, even fo 
fliall ye make it. The Things then fhewn to Mofes in the Mount, are here called the 
Patterns of the Things in the Heavens: What he feems to mean is, that the Taberna¬ 
cle, and the Things in it, reprefented in a very low Manner the Things in the 
Heavens. The Holy of Holies, the Place of God’s Refidence ; the Glory between 
the Cherubims, the Glory of God in Heaven: The Furniture of the Tabernacle 
was fuch, as was worldly, and could not make Men perfeii. It was proper that 
thefe Things fliould have all Uncleannefs, or Unfitnefs for their feparate Ufe, removed ; 
and, that all might be fenfible of their Obligation to ftand by the Covenant, and 
the Conditions required in it, they were to be purified with Blood. Here the Apoflle 
returns to what he was faying, ver. 15. where he had obferved, that both the 
Firftand the Second Covenant had been ratified by the intervening of Blood. This 
has been fhewn as to the FirJl Covenant, from ver. 16—23. He fhews here, 
how the Second was ratified, and the advantageous Manner in which it was done, 
and the fuperior Dignity of the Second Covenant over the Firfl. The faint Deli¬ 
neations of the Things in Heaven were cleanfed with Blood. 

But the Heavenly Things themfelves with better Sacrifices than thefe. The more 
excellent Places or Things are, the more Refpecl, and the greater Regard is to be 
paid them. The Copies and Patterns were purified, and dedicated to God, and 
made fit for Service, by Means of the Blood of Beafls: Rut the Heavenly Things 

themfelves 
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24. For Chrift is not 
entered into the Holy 
Places made with 
Hands, which are the 
Figures of the true, but 


24. The Holy of Holies, the beft and no- Chap. 
bleft Part of the Tabernacle, could not be en- IX - 
tered into by the High Prieft without Blood, 
though that was a Building made by Man, 
following the Copy fhewn to Mofes. But 
Chrift is not entered into any Holy Places 
made by Man, which at beft are only Copies 
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themfelves by much more valuable Sacrifices than thefe. He means by the one, more 
valuable. Sacrifice of Chrift. 

But then, What are thefe Heavenly Things themfelves, which were to be clean fed ? 
Or what Neceflity is there to .purify or cleanfe the True Holy of Holies into which 
Chrift is entered for us ? Or was there any Thing impure in Heaven, before Chrift 
afcended thither to remove it? I anfwer. It is certain that Heaven cannot be faid 
properly to be cleanfed or purified ; becaufe in that is no Impurity , nor can any Thing 
unclean enter into it. Rev. xxi. 27. Thefe Terms therefore can only ftgnify fotne- 
thing analogous to what Purification or Cleanfing was, in refpeit of the Earthly 
Tabernacle ere fled in the Wildernefs. For as a Comparifon is made'all along be¬ 
tween Chrift and the Jewijh High Prieft ; the Holy of Holies in the Tabernacle, 
and the true Holy of Holies; the Entrance into the one once every Year, and the 
Entrance into the other once for all, fo there is fomething analogous in the Purifica¬ 
tion of each. As therefore the Purification of the Tabernacle and it’s Veffels, was 
the fitting and preparing each of them for the Ufes they were refpeftively defigned, 
fo the Purification or Cleanfing of the Heavenly Things themfelves, or the Heavenly 
Places into which Chrift entered, was the opening of them for all, the granting free 
Accefs to all, the fitting them for all that come to God through him. This was 
all done by Means of a much better Sacrifice than what the Jewiih High Prieft ever 
offered ; and the Effedb of it are much more confiderable than what was obtained 
by him. 

24. For Chrift is not entered into the Holy Places made with Hands. ’O u $ U{ 
y^ufysr 01 d] a ay so. uonhQzv 0 Xei’sU- For Chrift is not entered into Holy Places 
made with Hands. Here the Apoftle purfues his grand Point, which was to (hew 
the Superiority and Preference of the Chriftian Covenant above that of the Jews : 
The Sacrifice of Chrift is more valuable than their Sacrifices; the Place into which 
Chrift entered, is much preferable to that which their High Prieft entered ; the one 
was made with Hands, the other the Work of God; the Jewifh Tabernacle a Co¬ 
py or Pattern only, the Chriftian an Original ; the Jewifh Tabernacle made like 
to Things (hewn in the Mount, the Chriftian Tabernacle the Heavens themfelves. 

Which are the Figures of the True. ’Avtitut* t dKnfjivds. The Things which 
Mofes made, were taken from Models or Patterns (hewn him in the Mount; and 

in 
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CHAP.' n Confequence, the Word, dvTiTUT'&, fignifies here, a Thing copied from a Pat- 
IX. tern /hewn. Chrift therefore entered into the True Holy Place, which Mofes only 

^ ^ f copied • And hence the Original is Called, The True Tabernacle, chap. viii. 2. 

A greater and more perfeft Tabernacle, chap. ix. 11. In thefe Sorts of Things there 
muft be ncceflarily great Di/fimilitudes, though there are or may be great Likenejfes : 
And therefore we are not warranted in comparing fuch Things farther than our 
Author defigned them. The Patterns /hewn were properly the, tuotoi. Types. 
The Things made from fuch rirjoi, Types , are properly afTiTuora., Antitypes. It 
may therefore be worth while in this Place to confider what is the proper Signifi¬ 
cation of this Word in the New Teflament: And this I fhall do the rather, becaufe 
the Senfe ufually affixed to it has led too many into a wrong Interpretation of the 
Sacred Writings. 

The ufual Notion of the Word, Types , in Divinity, conveys to us the Idea of de¬ 
fined Prefiguration, or Preftgnification of fomething future, or what is afterwards to 
he fulfilled. Typus, futuri alicujus fymbolutn quoddam, aut exemplum ita a Deo eompa- 
ratum, ut ipfius injlituto futurum illud preefiguret. A Type is, what by the Appoint¬ 
ment of God prefigures fomething future: It is what adumbrates, or is defigned by 
God to adumbrate fomething elfe. So Dr Outram, De Sacrificiis, p. 203, 204. 

It is ufually fo underftood, as to fignify a Sign or Symbol of fomething elfe, de¬ 
figned by God to prefigure that future Thing: And hence in general it is inferred, 
that the End and Defign of all Types is to prefigure Chrift and his Church. The 
Difficulty will be to Ihew, or to prove, the Sacrifices of the Law, or the Holy 
of Holies , or any of thofe Things which ufually are imagined to be Types of 
Chrift, e. g. the Brazen Serpent , or Jonas , or any other Perfons or Things to have ' 
been inftituted or defigned by God on Purpofe to prefigure Chrift, or his Aftions, 
or his Church. And the Reafon of the Difficulty is, that not one of thefe are 
ever exprefsly laid to be inftituted with any fuch Defign : And if we do not pre- 
fuppofe any fuch defigned Inftitution to prefigure any Thing in Chrift, the Reafoning 
is equally ftrong and juft throughout the Gofpels, and this Epiftle. I would not 
be miftaken or mifreprefented, as if I thought there were no Inftances of Types, 
as fignifying Prefigurations of future Events. There are many fuch in the Scriptures: 
But in no Place where this Word occurs throughout the New Teftament does it 
ever fignify, or at leaft it cannot be proved to fignify, that any Thing in the Law 
was defigned to Jhadow out , or to prefigure Chrift, or his Kingdom. To clear up 
this Matter, (efpecially as it has of late been abufed to pervert or deftroy the Credit 
of St Paul) let it be obferved, 

1. The Word Type, fignifies the. exafi Mark or Impreffion made by 

one Thing upon another. Thus the Holes made in our Saviour’s Hands and Feet 
at his Crucifixion are called the t inros of the Nails driven into them, John xx. 25. 

2 . That Word is ufed to fignify the Plan, Model, Pattern of a Work, fuch as 
Artifts of any Sort make ufe of in their refpc&ive Ways. And this is the Meaning 
of the Word, Heb. viii. 5 See that thou mahejl all Things according to, auorov, the 
Pattern /hewn thee in the Mount. And thus St Stephen ufed it, when he was fpeaking 
concerning the lame Command to Mofe:, Ails vii. 44. that he fhould make it 
according to the tvtov, Plan, Pattern, fhewn him in the Mount. 3. St Stephen 
ufes this Word in the preceding Verfe, in a little different Senfe, for a Form or 

Reprefentation 
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into Heaven itfelf now of the true holy Places ; but he is entered in- C 
to appear in the Pre- to j-f eaV en itfelf, now to appear in the im- . 
ence 0 0 or us. me diate Prefence of God for us. **’ 

25. Not 
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Reprcfentation of a Thing made in a cuftomary or ufual Manner. Thus, Ye took up 
the Tabernacle of Molock, and the Star of your God Remphan, tki tuttm. Figures 
which ye made to worfhip, ACh vii. 43. 4. As it fignifies an exatt Plan , it is 

ufed a little more laxly, for a Refemblance in many Points, though there is a Diffe¬ 
rence in many others : A General Likcnefs may be fufficient to entitle any Thing 
to that Name. Thus Adam is faid to be, 7 it®', a Type of him that was to come, 
Rom. v. 14. He refembled Chrift in fome Things, though the Difference betwixt 
him and Chrift was very great in others, as is fhewn in the following Verfes. 
And hence it is ufed in Profane Writers very frequently, for a lefs exatt Plan, or a 
rough Draught. 5. From it’s Signification of an cxati Plan, it is applied to a Let¬ 
ter wrote in fuch fpecific Words. Thus Claudius Lyfsas wrote a Letter after this, 
Tt/Vor, Form, Plan, precife Alanner, Aifts xxiii. 25. 6. Hence this Word is ap¬ 

plied to a Form, or Plan of Doftrine to which we are to conform ourfelves. Thus, 
Ye have obeyed from the Heart that, Tuiror, Form of Doftrine which was delivered to 
you, Rom. vi. 17. And laftly, Hence it comes to fignify an Example, or Plan 
which we either are to fet to others, or we are to follow ourfelves. And in this 
Senfe it is ufed, 1 Cor. x. 6, 11. Phil. iii. 17. 1 Thef. i. 7. 2 Thef. iii. 9. 

1 Tim. iv. 12. Tit. ii. 7. 1 Pet. v. 3. Thefe are all the Places where this Word 

occurs in the New Teftament; and it is remarkable enough, that in not any one 
does it fignify, an inftituted defsgned Prefiguration made by God of any Thing that 
was to be done by Chrift, or in his Kingdom. 

The only Places where the Word, clnfawror, Antitype , occurs, are, This Place 
to the Hebrews, and 1 Pet. iii. 21. In the Firft of thefe, the Word plainly figni¬ 
fies a Thing fajhioned, or made, according to a Pattern fhewn. But in St Peter, it 
is ufed in a Senfe, common in profane Writers, for contrary, or quite different. 
The Apoftle is fpeaking of Noah’s Flood, Wherein , fays he, few, that is eight Souls 
werefaved by Water, 'fi dn'nuorov vuv truism filmlay.a, Which Water ufed in 
Baptifm, having a contrary or quite different Effect, now faves us. Noah’s Flood 
that drjlroyed all, could not be defsgned by God to prefigure Water that faved all : 
But the Apoftle obferves only, that as once Water had drowned all the World, 
eight Perfons only excepted, fo now Water was made to have a contrary, or quite 
different Effect, and was made the Means of faving all the World. 

Now to appear in the prefence of God for us. N iiv k /a parley liras tyJ nrgyadsreo r 
0-a v-rif n/cuv. The Jewifh High Prieft appeared before the Mercy Seat, or the 
Throne of God, for the Benefit of the Jews, to take away the Sins of that People; 
that is, that they might be part over, and .not be any Obftruclion to the Pro- 
mife of good Things made to them by their Law. So, Now Chrifil has appeared 

T before 
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Chat. 25. Not that he is to offer himfelf often 

IX - in Heaven with his own Blood, as the High 
L * Prieft enters often, i. e. once every Year, into 
the Holy of Holies, with the Blood of Ani¬ 
mals. 

26. For if that had been neceffary, he 
muft have been incarnate often, in order to 
have offered himfelf: And he muft have 
gone through Life, and have fuffered often 
iince the Foundation of the World. But 
as God in his Providence had ordered it, 

Chrift hath once only appeared, in the 
Fulnefs of Times, at the Completion of 

the 
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before God in Heaven itfelf for us ; that our Sins might not be any Obftrudlion to 
our Enjoyment of that eternal Inheritance promifed to us. 

25. Nor yet that he Jhould offer himfelf often. ’OuJ' 'iva. -aroAAax/r -sr&tripipiy 
iauTor. Not that he Jhould offer himfelf often. Chrift is entered into the true Holy 
of Holies, not that he fhould offer himfelf often , as the High Prieft did, who enter¬ 
ed into the Holy of Holies, once every Year. 

IVith the Blood of others. ’Fv aiy.ct]t aAA np'io. He entered with the Blood of 
Bulls and Goats, not by any Oblation of his own Blood. 

26. For then he mujl often have fuffered fsnee the Foundation of the World. No¬ 
thing is here faid relative to the Extent of thrift's Sufferings to the Ages antecedent 
to his coming into the World : But what the Apoftle defigned, was to fhew the 
Difference between the High Prieft’s offering once every Year, and Chrift’s offering 
but once for all: That had frequent Oblation been neceffary, then Chrift muft have^ 
offered himfelf often fince the Foundation of the World. But inftead of frequent 
Oblation, there was no Occafion that he fhould fuffer more than once, in order to 
obtain the End defigned. So that here are Two Points in which the fuperior Ad¬ 
vantage of Chrift is evident. 1. Whereas the High Prieft took away the Sins of 
the Jews only, and offered Sacrifice, in order to remove their Offences; Chrift took 
away the Sins of all Mankind. 2. Whereas the High Prieft was obliged to do his 
Office annually, and facrificed annually Calves and Goats, Chrift did his Office ful¬ 
ly and compleatly by one Oblation of himfelf once offered. 

But now once at the End of the World hath he appeared. NOV 3 ftocaf tori ttvv- 
Ithiiq. t aiuvut — vtipanpuTat. But now once at the End, or Completion of Ages 
hath he appeared, or is manifefted. It is not, at the End of the World, but at the 
Completion of certain Periods of Times, appointed for certain Purpofes by the Divine 

Providence. 


TEXT. 

25. Nor yet that lie 
fhould offer himfelf of- 
t:n, as the High Prieft 
entereth into the Holy 
Place every Year with 
Blood of others. 

26. For then muft 
he often have fuffered 
fince the Foundation of 
the World : But now 
once in the End of the 
World hath he appeared 
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to put away Sin by the the Ages or Periods intended, to anfwcr the c 
Sacrifice of himfelf. g n( j p r0 pofed, that is, the Abolition of Sin 

by condefcending to die in order to reconcile 
the World to God, and to make all pall Sins 
be forgiven, provided Men would come in to 
the New Covenant. 

27. And 

N O T E S on the Epistle to the HEBREWS. 

Providence. There was an Antidiluvian Age ; a Patriarchal Age; an Age that 
the Law of Mofes was to continue. There were too Four Ages, deferibed in the 
Prophet Daniel, under diftindt Periods, by a Succeflion of Four Kingdoms ; during 
the Laft of which the Son of Man was to come. Each of thefe was properly an A'tav. 
Chrift therefore came, not at the End of the World, (for that is not yet ended) but at 
the End of the Ages mentioned in the Prophets, which God had appointed for certain 
Purpofes previous to the Coming of the Meffiah. Vid. chap. i. 2. xi. 13. 

To put away Sin. Eir uQ'iTHriv f a/rapTi'ctr. It is no great Matter, whether 
the Word, ’aBItiio/c, is rendered by, putting away, or DeftruHion, or laying afsde, 
or rejefling-, to all which this Term is applied. Here it fignifies, to annul, to 
make void ; and the Queftion is, How did Chrift annul, make void, or put away 
Sin, fince it continues Hill? Are not Chriftians moft notorious Sinners? And are 
not they to give an Account of their Sins at the Laft Day ? Are not they to Jlani 
at the "Judgment Seat of Chrift, aad there, and then, to receive according to that they 
have done, whether it be good or bad ? The annulling therefore of Sin confifts, 1. In 
the making the Sins of Mankind to he all void, fo that none of them fhould ever 
be imputed to them, if they came into the Terms of the Gofpel. God, as St Paul 
tells us, fet him [ Chrift] forth to be a Propitiatory through Faith in his Blood, to declare 
h s Righteoufnefs for the Remijfton of Sins that are paft, through the Forbearance of 
God, Rom. iii. 25. 2, This was done by putting a Stop to its Encreafe, or by 

caufing that henceforth Men fuould not ferve Sin: Knowing this, that our old Man 
is crucified with him, that the Body of Sin might be deftroyed, that henceforth we fhould 
not ferve Sin, Rom. vi. 6. For when the World was reconciled to God through 
Chrift, Sin was not to reign in our Mortal Bodies, but all Men were to yield them- 
felves unto God as thofe that were alive from the Dead, and their Members as In - 
(Iruments of Righteoufnefs unto God, ibid. ver. 12, 13. And 3. As the Apoftle 
has exprefled it, chap. ii. 14. He took Flelh and appeared, that through Death he 
might deftroy him that had the Power of Death, i. e. the Devil. 

By the Sacrifice of himfelf, A id 4 Suo’iao avrS. Wherever Death intervened 
in order to make us Friends with God, there would properly be a Sacrifice. Mere 
Death does not make any Thing to be a Sacrifice j nor does an Oblation made to 
God, make the Thing offered to be a Sacrifice. What are called in the Sacred 
Writings, pip. Corban, extend to feveral Things which are not Sacrifices," e. g. to 
the Wood defigned for the Altar, Nehem. xiii. 31. All Gifts given by the People 

T 2 for 
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Chat. 27. And forafmuch as there is to be to all, 
^ IX. ^ Death, and after that, Judgment; 

28. So alfo in the great Scene of Provi¬ 
dence is it ordered, that Chrift, who once 
died, and was offered to bear away the 
Sins of many, and to make them be remem- 

bred 


TEXT. 

27. And as it is ap¬ 
pointed unto Men once 
to die, but after this 
the Judgment, 

28, So Chrift was 
once offered to bear the 
Sins of many: and unto 


■ fir ' 

7 n/t 

f 
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for the Ufe or Service of the Temple, were properly called, Corban, Mark vii. n. 
It was therefore only fuch an Oblation as was defigned or intended to make up a 
Difference betwixt the Offerer and God, which came under the Name of a Sa¬ 
crifice. When Chrift came into the World to reconcile Man to God, and died in 
order to accomplifh this End, he became properly a Sacrifice for us. For as the 
great End of all Sacrifice was either the engaging in Friendjhip, or the*returning to^ 
a fuppofed loft or violated Friendjhip, with God,—When Chrift gave himfelf up to 
Death to reconcile the World to God, and to make up that Breach which was fa 
wide between them, he made himfelf in the ftrilteft and propereft Senfe a Sacrifice.- 
And confequently, when the Word Sacrifice is ufcd, as it fometimes is, for the 1 
(nere giving up of Life , without taking in that other Idea of 'reconciling Parties at 
tiaffaBte-it is ufed lefs accurately, or figuratively. In the Cafe of our Saviour, as 
the Ena*W(|facrifices was the 'entering into, oVrenewing Friendfhip with God ; and 
he came int^^^hUforld to make up the Breach which fubfifted between God and 
Man by Reafon o^^^yind died for that Purpofe, the Language is exalt and pro¬ 
per, that he put away&Uutbe Sacrifice of himfelf. 

27. And as it is appmmrd.unto Men once to die, and after that the Judgment. 
Kai Kctfl’ of ov doroKeTJai a die dvQpuoroi; aVctJ ctoroSa vCiv. And forafmuch as it is 
appointed unto Men once to die. In the ordinary Courfe of Things, All Men are 
doomed to die: And Chrift being made Man, was not exempted from this com¬ 
mon Law, notwithftanding he was, dy.ax.os, dy.ia.v']Holy, harmlefs , undefiledy 
chap. vii. 26. 

28. So Chrijl was once offered to bear the Sins of many. "Ovrat 0 X tic of dirafi 
as&fivtyfiuf i)t to noway dnviysediv auttfrlctf. The Companion here ufed is 
this—Whereas all Men die once, and after Death there is to be a Judgment for 
them ■, fo Chrift died once ; and having offered himfelf even to bear away the Sins of 
many , he too, as well as all others, fhall appear a Second Time* (but without Sin 
Or bearing away Sin), as a Judge and Rewarder of them that have lived in Expec¬ 
tation of him. As to the Phrafeology—The Defign of the Apoftle is to reprefent 
to us what our Saviour did for us: And this he does under the Charalter or Image 
of the Scape-Goat. The Scipe-Goat was to be prefented before God , Lev. xvi. 7. 
And then the Sins of the People were to be put upon the Head of the Goat, 
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TEXT. 

them that look for him 
fhall he appear the Se¬ 
cond Time without Sin, 
unto Salvation. 


PARAPHRASE. 

bred no more, fhall be feen a Second Time Chap. 
without any View to bearing away Sin ; but ^ 
inftead of that, granting Salvation, and final- 
ly rewarding his faithful Servants, who have 
with Patience expected his coming again. 


NOTES on the Epistle to the taT E B R E WS. 

ver. 21. and the Goat was to take and bear upon him all their Iniquities into a Land 
uninhabited, ver. 22. In like Manner our Saviour ivaf once offered 

to God, AiisJ-sla/, Jhall take upon him our Sins, and fhall dnnyKiiv, bear them 
away, or carry them away. Our Sins fhall no more be imputed to us, or to any 
that believe in Chrift, than the Sins of the Jews were to be imputed to them after 
the Great Day of Expiation was over; nor could our Sins hinder our eternal Happi- 
nefs, more than their Breach of their Law can be imputed to them to hinder their 
temporal Happinefs, after their Sins were thus borne away. 

One may here obferve, that Chrifl is faid, d.vutyKuv, to bear dway the Sins of 
Many. So in St Matthew, chap. xxvi. 28. Chrift fpeaks of his Blood asJhect fir 
Many fir the Remiffton of Sins. The Truth is, that he bore away only the Sins 
of fuch as were willing and deftrous to be reconciled to God, and to comply with 
the Conditions offered by him. All might accept the Terms, and have the Benefit 
of them, if they pleafed : But as All would not, he carried away the Sins of Many 
only, i. e. of fuch as would comply, and be happy. The Way of reaforfing then 
in this Place is—As "all Men in the ordinary Courfe of Nature are once to die, and 
afterwards Judgment is to pafs according to their Aflions, fo in like Manner did 
Chrift die once, as other Men did; but when the Judgment comes, he will come 
as the Judge, and be found as the Saviour of them that expeft him. 

Without Sin. Xapif d/etepsiao. Chrift when he was here, took upon him our 


Sins, and bore them away with him: When he comes, 
loaded with them, but will fhew himfelf in a quite 
Salvation on them that expeft him: Not as he did B 
away the Sins of the World, but as the Judge of them In 
Rewarder of them, who by patient Continuance in wel| 
Honour and Immortality. 


Jie will not appear 
R^kr, bellowing 
Wv.herceme to lake 
pM 'ifc-’Sn; and a 
«Afpr Glory and 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


SECT. XII. 

CHAP. X. i,-io. 

CONTENTS. 

T H E Apoftle having faid, that Chrift was to appear a Se¬ 
cond Time to give Salvation to all that look for him ; he 
argues that future good Things, and not prefent Bleffings, were to 
be obtained by and through him. And hence he infers, that the 
Law by promifing only prefent good Things, had only a Shadow 
of really good Things, and therefore could not, even by its Sacrifi¬ 
ces, make thofe that obferved it perfedl : Whereas thofe that come 
into Chrift, are fanftified, and will be made perfectly happy through 
him. 

CHAP. X. 

PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 

Chap. I. ^ I 'HE ^reat Advantage we have by i- POR the Law 
X. I Chrift is, that he has engaged to us f „ ha vin g a Shadow 

future Happmefs-, a Thing which the Law C ome, and not the very 
never propofed to it’s Followers. For the Image of the Things, 
Law hath no more than the mere Outlines 
of good Things to come, and not fo much 
as the true Image or exadl Portrait, of them : 

The good Things which it promifes are, and 
cannot but be, as different from what we are 
to have through Chrift, as the Shadow of a 

Man 

N O T E S on the Epistle to the HE B'^R E IVS. 

Chap. x. i. For the Law having a Shadow of good Things to come , and not the 
very Image of the Things. %>ua.v ■)!> 'c/juv o row®. r p.ihVov'lue i.yaSsuv, aur«p 
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TEXT. 


PARAPHRASE. 


can never with thofe 
Sacrifices which they 
offered Year by Year 
continually make the 


Man is from his real Subftance j the Law, I Chat. 
fay, can never by it’s Sacrifices which are of- . 
fered every Year continually make thofe who 
embrace it perfett. It cannot confer upon 
any the fovereign Good, or make it’s Followers 

completely 


NOTES on the Epistle to the HEBREWS. 

? sikji'x r ’zr&yiJ.ciTur. The Particle, For, conne£ls this with what goes before 
in this Manner. Chrijl /halt come again to be/low Salvation, the eternal Inheritance 
which he hath obtained, chap. ix. 12, which he hath promifed, chap. ix. 15. For 
the Law containing no more than a Shadow of good Things to come, cannot do any 
Thing to make any one perfect. Hence the Inference is very natural, that the Ad¬ 
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atid Incredulity ; and he himfelf became en¬ 
titled to all that Reward which was dufe to his 
right Behaviour, which proceeded from fo 
juft a Principle. ' 

■ 8. It was in Virtue of the fame Principle, 
that Abraham being called and ordered by 
God to go out of his native Country to a Place 

which 


7 ‘ E Xf. 

of Thing* not feen as 
yet, moved with Fear, 
prepared an AtIc to the 
faving of his Houfe, by 
which he condemned 
the World, and became 
Heir of the Righteouf- 
nefs which is by Faith. 


8 . Faith Abra¬ 
ham, when he Was cal¬ 
led to go out into a Place 


NOTESon the Epistle to the H E B R E TVS . 

7. By Faith Noah being warned of God of Things not feen as yet , moved with 
Fear. Moved with Reverence y and juft Regard to God. So ‘JAaSW 

is tiled, for Godly Fear* chap. xii. 28. *Av<Ppts sJa a,Czis, devout Men , A&s ii. 5. 
And again, ardpts w\<tCCis% dev fat Men y Men that revered God carried Stephen, 
dhd made great Lamentation over him t A&s viii. 2. And fo when the Captain is 
{fid to de afraid , left Paul jhovld be pulled in Pieces , A£b xxiii. 10.— 

This is not to fignify Fear % Dread y or Timouroufnefs t but a due Apprehenfion of 
Paul's Danger. 

By the which he condemned the World . A/' ns Ka.7ixem «f xoapor. By which 
Arc, or by which Faith , or by which Safety of bis Houfe . The Conftru&ion 
Will bear any of theft Subftantives to be joined to the Relative, JVhich . It is good 
Senfe to fay, that he condemned the World of Impiety, in not believing that 
God intended to drown the World, all the While the Arc was building; or, he 
condemned the World of Impiety and Incredulity by the Obre fie took to fate 
his own Family ; or laftly, which feems the true Meaning, he condemned the 
World of Incredulity by his Faith Which Was well gtootided, and fufficicntly attefted. 
St Peter calls the Perfons deft in ed to Deftru6tidn, tt'riMaa.o /, incredulous , 1 Pet, 
ill. 20. 

And becdme Heir of the Rightebifitefs tvhicb is by Faith . Kcti d staid irisiv //- 
Xattjvrns tytvijo K\n&riu&'. Noah became entitled to thofe good Things, which 
are profnifed to fiich, whofe Faith in God makes them a £k from a hearty Defire of 
pleating him, however imperfdft Aich Acts may be. 

8 , By Faith Abi'ahaln, When be was tailed to go put . Vid. Gen. xii. *—3. 
Abraham was called fo go Info a Land Which God prbfhtfed to Jhew him. What 
Land that was, did Hot appear till after lie 'KW travelled to Canaan : And then 
God afored him* that That was die LHnd, which he defigned to give him. So 

that 
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which he {hould after 
receive for an Inheri*- 
tance, obeyed, and he 
went out, not knowing 
whither he wenr- 


9, By Faith he fo- 
journed in the Land of 
Promife, as in a ft range 
Country, dwelling in 
Tabernacles with Ifaac 
and Jacob, the Heirs 
with him of the fame 
Promife. 


10. For he looked 
for a City which hath 


which he was to enjoy as his own Property C h a 1 
in God’s good Time, obeyed; and he went 
from Ur, not knowing whither he went, in 
full Expedition of a Country wherein God 
would blefs him , and make of him a great Na¬ 
tion , and that in him all the Nations of the 
Earth fhould be blejfed, Gen. xii. 1—3. 

9. And he was as a Stranger and Sojourner 
in the very Land that was promiied to him-; 
and he lived in it as if he had no real Concern 
in it, with his Sons, Ifaac and facob, joint 
Heirs with him of the fame Promife •, for 
God made the fame Promifes to them as he 
had done to Abraham, that their Children 
{hould have the Poffeffion of that Land, and 
in their Seed {hould all the Families of the 
Earth be blefled. 

10. Abraham , I fay, fojoumed with his 
Children in the Land of Promife, living in 
Tents, and wandering about, as Neceffity, 
or Opportunity, required ; not fettled in any 
Place, but expe&ing in proper Time to have 

a City 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the H E B R E TVS. 

tiiat he went out from his Father’s Houfe purely upon the Principle of Faith in 
God, not knowing whither he went. 

9. By Faith he fojourned in the Land of Promife, as in a Jlrange Country, nicer 
iaa,pp*-n<n» sir t ynv i iora.yyiMa.s' as d/.M'jpiav. Abraham went from Mefopo- 
tamia at the Command of God ; and thence to Haran where he dwelt. Thence 
. he removed to the Land of Canaan, and travelled to the South-Weft Parts of ir, 
where he lived in Tents. sis r yiir, is not the fame as, tv rit y«, 

but implies his fojourning all along before he got to Canaan, even till he came to 
it, and in it. So that this Exprelfion fllew 9 a continued Aft of Truft in God, 
from his firft fetting out frdm Mefopotamia to Haran, and from thence to Canaan 
the Land of Promife. 

As a Jirange Land. 'Cls dh\o~ pi ar. As a Land in which he had no Property, 
or Claim of Right. In it he dwelt many Years with Ifaac, and fome with facob, 
waiting till God {hould make.good- his Promife which was fo often repeated to him. 
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TEXT. 


Chap. a City, a fixed, fecure, Place to live in, 
which God would provide for them, as a 
Place of eftablifhed Reft. 

ii. Nor was it only Abraham that afted 
upon Faith, but Sarah herfelf was governed 
by the fame Principle. For though fhe feems 
to have doubted of the Poflibility of having a 
Child at her Time of Life, yet fhe conceived, 
as the Angel allured her £he fhould; and Ihe 
believed him to be able to bring about what 
he had promifed, however unlikely it may 
feem that (he lhould have fuch a Bleffing. 

12. It 


Foundations, whofe 
Builder and Maker is 
God. 

ii. Through Faith 
alfo Sarah herfelf re¬ 
ceived Strength to con¬ 
ceive Seed, and was de¬ 
livered of a Child when 
ihe was paft Age, be- 
caufe ihe judged him 
faithful who had pro¬ 
mised. 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the HE B R E WS. 

10 . For be looked for a City which hath Foundations , wbofc Builder and Maker 
is God. He expeded not to live in Tents for ever, rambling about, and fhifcing 
his Habitation, but to be filed in fome fettled Place which he might call his own. 
As in him all the Families of the Earth were to be blejfed , he expe&ed fome City, or 
Place that was not to be moved up and down as Tents are, which are mere prefent 
Conveniences, pitched and taken down, as Occafion requires ; but a fixed City> a cer¬ 
tain determined Place, the Builder and Maker of which is God. What was the par¬ 
ticular Expectation of Abrabam % we perhaps know not; nor can we tell how he 
imagined that God would make good what he looked for. But as he had a firm 
Faith in God, he believed that it would unqueftionably be made good: And mod 
probably he thought it would be done by giving him a City in Canaan , that would 
tland firm and unfhaken for everj or perhaps by raifing up one of his Seed, that 
(night rule over not only his Poftcrity, but over all People, and fo make all People 
bJefied or happy through him. 

11. Becaufe Jbe judged him faithful that had fromifed. It may feem a Difficulty, 
that the Apoftle fhould here tell us, that Sarah judged him faithful who bad pro - 
mifcd , whereas in the Hiflory fhe feems not to have credited what was promifed. 
Sarah laughed within herfelf faying , After I am waxed Old {hall I have Pleafure % 
my Lord being Old alfo . And the Lord faid unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah 
la ugh , faying , Shall 1of a Surety bear a Child which am Old ? Is any Thing too hard 

forr the Lord ?—Then Sarah denied , faying , I laughed not, far {be was afraid. And 
be faidy Nay , but thou didjl laugh , Gen. xviii. 12—15. But the Anfwer is, I. 
Suppofing that fhe did not believe the Foffibility of her having a Child at that Time 
of Life, when it ceajed to be with her after the Manner of IVomen^ yet if fhe afrer- 
surds believed, it anlwers fully the Defign of the Apoftle. But, 2. to laugh, here 

fignifies 
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12. Therefore fprang 
there even of one, and 
him as good as dead, fo 
many as the Scars of the 
Sky in multitude, and 
as the Sand which is by 
the Sea Shore innume¬ 
rable. 


13. Thefe all died 
in Faith, not having 
received the Promifes, 


12. It was on Account of this Faith that Cha 
there was born fom this one Man , and he as 

it were dead as to begetting Children, an in- 
numerable Offspring; they are as many as the 
Stars of Heaven for Number, or as the Sand 
on the Sea Shore. A ftrange Encreafe ! and 
a full Completion of one Part of the Promife 
made to our Father Abraham. 

13. Thefe all, I mean, Abraham, and 
Ifaac, and Jacob, and Sarah, and their Pofte- 
rity, to Mofes’s Days, died under full Perfua- 
fion, that what God had promifed he would 

perform. 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the H E B R E JVS. 

fignifies not to treat a Matter with Scojf but to be highly pleafed . When Abraham 
was promifed a Child by Sarah , and fhe was promifed to become Nations—Abra¬ 
ham fell upon his Face and laughed, Gen. xvii. 16. Not that he difbelieved the 
Promife, but was highly phafed that a Child was to be born unto him , that was an 
Hwidred Tears old—-and Jhall Sarah that is Ninety Tears old bear , ver. 17. Abra¬ 
ham s laughing was no Objeilion to his Faith —Why then fhould it be made any to 
Sarah's? The Truth is, Sarah was highly pleafed; fo pleafed, that fhe broke out 
into open Laughter , as the Word prr^> Shahhak , fignifies. When the Angel taxed 
her with her Laughter , fhe denied it, becaufe fhe was afraid ; not that fhe was 
not much pleafed with the Promife, or that fhe did not believe what was faid unto 
her. 

12. Therefore fprang there y even of one—So many as the Stars of the Shy. On Ac¬ 
count of the Faith of Abraham , God fo blefTed him, that from one, and him dead 
as to begetting Children, there fprung up an innumerable Multitude. All that 
were born and died in Egypt , and all that came out from thence, Deut. i. 10. 

13 * Thefe all died in Faith, not having received the Promifes. Metro. &i<riv ctrri- 
Qetiov iioi 'ad.vTt f, ftii AdCoyJss rdf in-ciyysMa,?. Thefe all died in Faith y i. e . 
as Perfons ailing upon that Principle ; expetting y and at the fame Time l'ubmitting 
with Patience ; hoping one Day to enjoy the Promifes, though when it fhould pleafe 
God to fulfil them, they could not fay. The Children of Ifrael, when in the Wil- 
dernefs, are exprefsly faid to be, at that Day as the Stars of Heaven for Multitude , 
Deut. i. 10. and again, Deut. x. 22. If therefore it be afked, JVho are intended 
by the Words —All thefe who died in Faith? The Anfwer is, I think, Not only 
Abraham and Ifaac and Jacoby but likewife all the Defendants of them to Mofes’s 
Days in the Wildernefs. The Promifes were made firft to Abraham , that God would 
make him a great Nation, and would blefs kim> and make his Name great, and in 

l; b him 
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Ch a p. perform. They faw that the Promifes made 
XI - were not fulfilled in their own Times, nor 
could be ; but they faw them as at a Diftance; 
and being fully affured of them, and as it 
were faluting them juft as you do a Perfon 
that you fee, who is at fome Diftance, and 
acknowledging that they were Strangers and 
Pilgrims upon the Land, What is the Confe- 
quence ? 

14. Why, They who aft thus, and make 
fuch Confeflions, fay plainly enough, that they 
feek fome fettled, fixt, Abode, which they 
might properly call their own . 

15. And 


but having feen them 
afar off, and were per- 
fuaded of them, and 
embraced them, and 
confefled that they were 
Strangers and Pilgrims 
on the Earth. 


14. For they that 
fay fuch Things declare 
plainly that they feek a 
Country. 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the H E B R E WS. 

him fliould all the Nations of the Earth be blejfed: And unto thy Seed will I give this 
Land, Gen. xii. 3, 4, 7. This was renewed to him, Gen. xiii. 14—17. Lift up 
now thine Eyes y and look from the Place where thou art , Northward and Southward 
and Eajlward and tVeJlward 5 for all the Land which thou feejl , to thee will I give 
it, and to thy Seed for ever. And 1 will make thy Seed as the Dufl of the Earth .— 
Arife , walk through the Land , in the Length of it y and in the Breadth of it y for 1 
will give it unto thee. 

But notwithftanding this Promife, made to Abraham y and repeated to Ifaac and 
Jacob , Gen. xv. 7, 18. xvii. 8. None of them received any of that Land y but 
confidered the Promife as refpe&ing Futurity , and were fully perfuaded that it would 
fome Time or other be made good. Abraham owned himfelf to be a Stranger and 
a Sojourner among the Sons of Heth , Gen. xxiii. 4. And that he had not any Pro¬ 
perty in the Soil of that Land. Jacob calls his whole Life a Pilgrimage upon Earth y 
as he does the Lives of his Anceftors. The Days of the Tears of my Pilgrimage ore 
an Hundred and Thirty Tears: Few and evil have the Days of the Tears of my Life 
been y and have not attained to the Days of the Tears of the Life of my Fathers in the 
Days of their Pilgrimage , Gen. xlvii. 9. When he died, he charged them to bury 
him in the Land of Canaan, Gen. xlix. 30. And when his Son Jofepk died, he 
was fo fure that God would vi/it them y and bring them out of the Land of Egypt unto 
the Land which he fware to Abraham, to Ifaac, and to Jacob, that he took an Oath 
of the Children of Ifrael, faying, God will furely vifst you , and ye {hall carry up my 
Bones from hence, chap . 1 . 24, 25. Thefe then all died in Faith ; and fo did the 
following Generations ; and all that Mofes carried into the Wildernefs, except Two 
or Three, not having received the Promifes. 

14. They that fay fuch Things declare plainly that they feek a Country. Whilft they 
declare that they feek a Country, it is plain they have not a Country. Abraham 

was 
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15. And truly if they 
had been mindful of 
that Country from 
whence they came out, 
they might have had 
Opportunity to have re¬ 
turned. 


16. But now they 
defire a better Country, 
that is, an heavenly: 


15. And truly if they had thought that Chap. 
Country from whence they came out, viz. 

Chaldea , to have been fuch, they might have 

had Opportunity enough, during the many 
Years they lived in Canaan , to have returned 
back to it. But neither that, no nor Canaan 
itfelf, was deemed fufficient to anfwer their 
Expectations, arifing from the Promifes of 
God, compared with the Life they led here. 

16. But they ftill expected and defired a 
better State than what they could have 
upon Earth. They believed there was a 
Place, not of Labour and Sorrow, but of 
Peace and Happinefs, that God would reward 
his Servants with j and this they could not 
find here, where they lived with fo much 
Uneafinefs and Pain and Sorrow. And for 
this Reafon they believed there was a heavenly 
State after this prefent Life was over. Nor 

had 
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was in Canaan, Jacob was in Egypt ; where they called themfelves Strangers and 
Pilgrims, If they meant, that they had a Home , a Place in which they had a Right 
to be, they might have gone back cither to Chaldea , or to Canaan . They had 
Time ; and Both of them lived long enough to have returned to their own Homes , 
if they had any. Bui in Truth, they Both thought of a full Pofleffion of their 
own, wherein the Promife of God was to be made good ; and they faw no Foot- 
fteps, no Signs of their having Poflefiion of that Land which was engaged to be 
given to them ; or that was fufficient to anfwer the Words of the Promife made to 
them. 

16. But now they defire a better Country, that is an heavenly, K T ui'i y Kpet 77 ov& 
opiyovjau, TknWw imtgt.vh'.. This made them carry their Thoughts ftill farther» 
and fince they did not enjoy Canaan , nor fee how Canaan could anfwer their Ex¬ 
peditions, they defired and expiated a better Country, that is an Heavenly, They 
had Opportunity enough of returning to their own Countries, had they thought 
that the Promifes made to them were to be fulfilled in thofe Countries. But fince 
they were perfuaded of the Truth of what was promifed, and did fo fincerelv embrace 
it, and yet delared themfelves S'rangers and Sojourners here, they mild exped a 
better Country , that is an heavenly , in which they might receive their Reward. 

B b 2 They 
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a p. had they any Reafon to be afhamed, or to be 
|* f lorry for, this Expeftation from, or Truft in, 
God, when he was called their God, or their 
exceeding rich Reward, though they under¬ 
went much Sorrow here; for in fadt he hath 
prepared a City for them, though .they had 
not a Place here fixt and fettled. 

17. It 


Wherefore God is not 
aGiamed to be called 
their God : For he hath 
prepared them a City. 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the H E B R E WS. 

They knew that God cannot lye or deceive; they knew that God is a Rewarder of 
them that feek him: And yet Abraham and IJaac and Jacoby notwithftanding the 
particular Promifes made to them, received nothing here that could be called a Re¬ 
ward. They had not any Pofleffion in Canaan , no not a Place to fet a Foot on y 
that they could call their owny Adis vii*.5. Could any Thing then he more natu¬ 
ral, than to turn their Thoughts upon fome Plaqe very different from the Place 
they lived in ; a better Place of Abode, wherein they might be made happy? None 
of them met with any fuch Place here: And therefore they expedled and defired a 
Heavenly City , a Place of fure Reward. And they had the more Reafon to expedt 
this, becaufe God called himfelf their God. 

Wherefore God is not afhamed to be called their God. A to WdLi<Tyfv<i]<tt 

0 0g os k'Tnx.a.Ru&S etvTav. Wherefore God does not make them ajhamedy in 

being called their God. Had they had abfolutely no Reward , it would have been 
Matter of Sbamey and Folly in them, to have called God their God . For why 
fhould he have been called their God, more than any one's elfe, if no Diftindlion 
was made betwixt them and others j or no Good was done to them more than to 
any one elfe? It may be faid, that their Reward, or the good Things promifed 
them, were all Things of this World: A numerous Progeny ; the Pofleffion of Ca¬ 
naan ; and one to be bom of his Seed, in whom all the Earth was to be blefled. 
1 will blefs them that blefs thee ; and curfe them that curfe thee , and in thee Jhall all 
the Families of the Earth be hlejftdy Gen. xii. 3. But to be called any one’s God, 
or exceeding rich Reward , mull imply fome Advantages or Privileges which others 
had not in common with him. Now others had numerous Progenies derived from 
them : They had much greater Countries than Canaan peopled by their refpedlive 
Offsprings: And if their Neighbours were vexatious or troublefome to them, they 
were enabled, and they.did in Fadt, compel them to be quiet: And thus far God 
was their God, as well as Abraham* ’s God, and he blejfed or curfedy as he in his 
gobd Providence thought fit. There was therefore fomething more than this pro¬ 
mifed by God to Abraham , wheh he was pleafed to call himfelf the God of Abra¬ 
ham. 

For he hath prepared them a City. Neither' Abraham , nor ffaac % nor Jacoby had 
any Place in Canaan which they could claim as their owny except a Burying Placid 

bought 
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17. By Faith Abra- 17. It was through a Convidtion of Mind Chap, 
ham When he was tried, 0 f Things not feen, that Abraham when he xr - 
0 ere up aac, an was tempted was ready and willing to offer 
up his Son upon an Altar to God. And he 

that 


NOTES on the Epistle to the HEBREWS. 

bought with their Money. And if their Pofterity, Four Hundred Years afterwards, 
had Pofleflion of Canaan, yet the Patriarchs themfelves were no more than Tra¬ 
vellers, and lived in Tents, wandering about to pick up Provifion for their Cattle, 
and for their Families. To be therefore their God, or their exceeding great Reward , 
Gen. xv. i. muft imply fomething that did not happen to them upon Earth : 
Therefore it was fomething in a Future State which they expelled and really be¬ 
lieved that they fhould have. Abraham reafoned right, that God would certainly 
reward him for his Obedience; and if this Reward was not given him here, it muft 
be in a future State, fince God had promifed to be his Reward . He muft not be 
fuppofed to defire a better Country, that is an Heavenly one , in order to obtain the 
Completion of what the Promife made to him contains; nor does the Apoftle im¬ 
pute fuch a Notion to him. But Abraham believed a Future State, and he hoped 
to enjoy it: He thought the prefent World a Place of Pilgrimage, and therefore ta 
be ufed as fuch. He declared therefore his Defire to be in a better Place , not in 
Chaldea, not in Canaan itfelf, in which he found nothing that gave him any folid 
Comfort. He meant therefore a much more excellent Place, which he believed, 
that God would give him ; and he was the more confident of having, becaufe God 
had revealed himfelf to him, as his God. 

17. By Faith Abraham when he was tried , offered up Ifaac. For the Hiftory, fee 
Gen. xxii. It is certain that Abraham had received the Promifes of a large Progeny, 
as numerous as the Stars, or the Sand of the Sea ; and this had been exprefsly con¬ 
fined to Ifaac, Gen. xvii. 21. before Ifaac was bom: and not long after Ifaac’s 
Birth, when IJhmael was, with his Mother Hagar , difmifTed from Abrahams 
Houfe, it was faid. In Ifaac /hall thy Seed be called, Gen. xxi. 12. It was a great 
Trial of Abraham wo doubt, and what muft have been unconceivable by him, to pro¬ 
mife a numerous Offspring from Ifaac, and yet to command him to be offered for a 
Burnt Offering, in which his Body was to be entirely confumed by Fire. The Way 9 
of God are inlcrurable by fuch weak and narrow Capacities as ours are. But if he de¬ 
clares what he defigns, we may be fure that he will bring about what he fays, how¬ 
ever to us it may appear impofiible. The feveral Charadters of the Mefftah, as they 
lie in the Prophet?, are feemingly fo inconfiftent, that any one may juftly wonder 
(before the Completion of them) how it was poflible for them all to center in one 
Perfon. And yet by the Providence of God, Things were fo ordered, that now 
we fee plainly how they all agree in our Saviour, Nay they are fo difpofed, that 
we can fee that they never did, nor can agree, to any other Perfon but to Jefus of 
Nazareth, The Faith of Abraham , that God would make good hia Promifes \a 
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Chap, that had the Promife of a numerous Pofterity, 
actually fhewed himfelf ready to offer his only 
L ” ‘ Son, whofe Life if then taken away muft put 
an End to all Hopes of Defcendents or Suc- 
ceffors. 

18. For it was faid, that in lfaac fhall thy 
Seed be called, and lfaac had at that Time no 
Children 

19. Abraham therefore muft reafon within 
himfelf that God was able to raife him from 
the Dead, in order to make good his Pro¬ 
mife ; for he could not have Children after 
he was flain : And poffibly he was led to 
fome fuch Reafoning, by comparing the Cir- 
cumftances of his Birth; for Sarah was, as to 
her having Children, comparatively fpeaking, 
dead, before lfaac was conceived. If God 
therefore gave him at firft in an extraordinary 
Manner, he might, in order to make good 
his Word, reflore him in fome extraordinary 
Manner. 


he that had received the 
Promifes offered up his 
only begotten Son, 


18. Of whom it was 
faid. That in lfaac 
£hall thy Seed be called. 

19. Accounting that 
God was able to raife 
him up from the dead ; 
from whence alfo he re¬ 
ceived him in a Figure. 


20. It 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the H E B R E IVS. 

lfaac , was no more than the Faith of thofe who expefted the Mejfiah, under all 
thofe Chara&ers in the Prophets, which feemed impoflible to be made confident in 
one Man ; but which we now fee at length fulfilled in one , and fee how they are in 
Fact reconciled. And where any other Promife is made by God, we have nothing 
to do but to expert it’s Completion, being firft fully allured that the Promife is 
made. The Manner how this Offspring was to arife from lfaac was not the Point: 
lfaac himfelf was bcrn when Abraham wa?, as to begetting Children, dead. God 
might raife him from the Dead: God might reftore him entire after he was burnt. 
Abraham knew that the Promife was made; and lie knew who it was that had made 
it ; and therefore he had no doubt but that it would be made good, 

19. From whence alfo he received him in a Figure. r 'o5i w auTor ^ \v n.-d.£o.€oA* 
tKoy/tfctlo. Abraham reafoned in himfelf, that GW wat able to raife him up even 
from the Dead ; from whence indeed one might fay, comparatively fpeaking, that 
he had him at firft. nis to compaie; iv <esa^^oKik therefore is in com - 
parifon ; comparatively fpeaking . As Abraham and Sarah were both fo old, as to be 

in 
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20 . It was through a Convidtion of Mind, Chap. 
and firm Belief of Things not feen, that Ifaac Xi - 
blefled both Jacob and Efau , being in him- J 
felf perfuaded that what he faid fhould receive 
a full Completion. 

21 . It was from the fame Perfuafion of 
Mind that Jacob when he was dying, blefled 
each of the Sons of Jofepb in the Manner he 
did, preferring Ephraim to Manajfeh , and 
foretelling that the younger Brother JJ:ould be 
the greater , and his Seed Jhould be become a 
Multitude of Nations , Gen. xlviii. 19. He 
Blefled them as if they had been his own 
Children, and he worfhipped God fupporting 
himfelf upon his Bed, or leaning upon his 
Staff. 

22 . Jofepb 

NOTES on the Epistle to the HEBREWS . 

in all likelihood part having any Children, lfaac> comparatively fpeaking, was had 
from the dead. 

20. By Faith Ifaac bleffed Jacob concerning Things to come . TlWei 'sripi ^uca- 
wK'oyiUTW 'laactK r 'XautuC t *E<r*v. By Faith concerning Things to 

come Jfaac blejfed Jacob and Efau. Being fully perfuaded of the Truth of the 
Promifes made by God, and having a Forefight of what fhould happen to each of 
his Two Sons, he blefled them, vid. Gen. xxvii. 27—29, 39, 40. 

21. By Faith Jacob when he was a dyings blejfed both the Sons of Jofeph, and 
worfhipped, leaning on his Staff. He blefled, $ Karov, each of them , particularly. 1 
Mofes tells us, that he Jlrengthened himfelf and fat upon the Bed, upon that Occafion, 

Gen. xlvii. 31. xlviii. 2. When Jacob was Tick it was told Jofeph , and he went 
to him, and carried his Two Sons with him: And Jacob exerted himfelf, and fat 
upon the Bed, and blejfed the Children, and made them bis own. It was no Doubt 
in this laft Illnefs, that he laid the Obligation upon his Son Jofeph , not to bury him 
in Egypt, and even made him fwear not to do it: And upon this Occafion it i 3 
faid, that 1 fra el bowed himfelf upon his Bed's Head , chap, xlvii. 31. Suppofing him 
lying along, and his Head 1 on his Pillow, and in this recumbent Pofture—When 
Jofeph brought his Children to him, he raifed himfelf up, and laid his Hands upon 
them. The LXX, and from their Verfion, the Apoftle has interpreted this Paf- 
fage of Mofes , as if the Patriarch leaned on his Staff, whilft he was blefling the 
Sons of Jofephy and giving Thanks to God, It is of no Confequence, nor does 

any 


TEXT. 

20. By Faith Ifaac 
blefled Jacob and Efau 
concerning Things to 
come. 


21. By Faith Jacob 
when he was a dying 
blefled both the Sons of 
Jofeph, and worfhipped 
leaning upon the Top 
of his Staff. 



194- 


^PARAPHRASE on the 


PARAPHRASE. 


TEXT. 


Chap. 22. Jofeph was fo fully perfuaded that God 
X I. would perform his Word, that as he lay a 
dying, he put his Brethren, and all the Chil¬ 
dren of IJ'racl in mind that there would cer¬ 
tainly come a Time of their Departure out of 
that Land: And he gave them a particular 
Command to carry his Bones out of Egypt 
with them. A fure Sign of his Belief in the 
Promifes of God 1 

23. It was owing to the fame Principle, 
viz. a firm Perfuafion that God would ac- 
complilh what he had faid, that when Mofes 
was born he was hid by his Parents three 
Months; becaufe he was very beautiful and 
fair; and they were not afraid of the King’s 
Command, who had ordered every Male to 
be call into the River. This was a manifeft 
Inllance of the Faith of Mofes ’s Parents. 

24. And 


22. By Faith Jofeph 
when he died made 
mention of the Depart¬ 
ing of the Children of 
Ifiael and gave com¬ 
mandment concerning 
his Bones. 


23. By Faith Mofes 
when he was born was 
hid three Months of his 
Parents, becaufe they 
faw he was a proper 
Child, and they were 
not afraid of the King’s 
Commandment. 


N O T E S on the Epist le to the H E B R E TVS. 

any Thing depend upon it, which way foever we underftand this Matter: Only 
it mud be obferved, that the fame Hebrew Word, without the Vowels (which 
are now allowed by all to be a late Invention) fignifies a Bed and a Staff. , 

22. By Faith Jofeph when he died. TiKiviZvy was dyings drawing near his End, 
Jofeph was convinced, and fully perfuaded, that God would vifit the Pofterity of 
"Jacob, and make good his Promifes to Abraham, to Ifaac, and to Jacob ; and 
Would bring them out of Egypt y and give them the Land of Canaan, Gen. I. 24. 

23. By Faith Mofes when he was born was hid three Months of his Parents , be¬ 
caufe they faw he was a proper Child , and they were not afraid of the King's Command¬ 
ment. The Inflance of Faith here, is that of Mofes's Parents. It is riot improbable 
that Mofes' s Father knew what had been promiled to Abraham, that his Seed was 
to be a Stranger in a Land that was not theirs ; and that they were to fcrve them 9 
and to be affifted Four Hundred Years , and in the Fourth Generation they were to 
come hither again , viz . into Canaan , Gen. xv. 13, 16. Reckon now by the Ge¬ 
nerations, and by the Series of Years patted from the Covenant with Abraham, 
and it is plain that the Time of Servitude was drawing towards it’s End'. Mofes's 
Parents then believing the Promifes made to Abraham , and feeing the Child a comely 
fine Child, they concealed his Birth, and did not make away with the Child as 

Pharaoh 
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24, By Faith Mofes 
when he was come to 
Years, refufed to be 
called the Son of Pha¬ 
raoh's Daughter. 


25. Chuflng rather 
to fuffer Affli&ion with 
the People ofGod, than 
to enjoy the Pleafures of 
Sin for a Seafbn. 


24. And Mofes himfelf when he was grown Chap. 
up, had that full Dependance upon God, and ■' 
what he defigned to do for his People, that 

he refufed to be called the Son of Pharaoh 's 
Daughter, though fhe had faved him from 
the Waters. 

25. Chufing rather to fuffer common Af- 
flidtion with the People of God, than to have 
the Enjoyment of fuch a State of Life, in 
which he might have been led into Sin by 
the Temptations of a Court, which could not 
be of long Continuance. 

26. And 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the HE B R E IVS, 

Pharaoh had ordered all the Ifraelites to do, Exod. i. 22. ii. 2. However the 
Hiftory itfelf takes no Notice of any other Reafon of their preferving the Child, 
but only his exceeding comelinefs, or fairnefs. Vid. Ads vii. 20. 

24. By Faith Mofes when he was come to Years . Miycts ywbpLiv&>. Being 
grown up y or big . How old, is no where faid. But it may be worth taking No¬ 
tice, that this Expreffion was common among the Greeks , to exprefc the Time of 
Manhood . So Homer , 

Ni> V on * /j-iyAf last, £ ilCuf havst!' Odyf. S. v. 216. 

So too, Odyf. B. v. 314. 

- ——*Eya cf’ in vhm®* aes, 

NCV d' qt c /17 {/.iycLf iifjii. 

Refufed to be called the Son a/’PharaohVr Daughter . It feems probable that Mofes 
continued in Pkarajb’ s Court, all the while he was educating in all the Wifdom of 
the Egyptians ; and during this, he might eafily come to know that he was not of 
Egyptian Breed, or the real Son of Pharaoh' s Daughter, but at moft an adopted one. 
When he was full Forty Years old , it came into his Heart to vifit his Brethren the 
Children of Ifrael, Acts vii. 23. By this Time he came to underftand the Promifes 
of God, and confidered what had been long before declared : And then he avoided 
the Temptations of the Court; he flew an Egyptian that opprefled and injured 
£>ne of his People; and fled to Midian \ and from thence he returned (0 his People 
gnevoufly afflided and diitrefled. 


Cc 
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Chap. 26. And furely he made a right Judgment Efteeming the 

XI - in this Cafe, having determined within him- C J. °[ 

felf, that to be under the higheji Reproach and Treafures of Egypt, for 
Contempt, fuch as the anointed of God endu¬ 
red, was greater and more valuable Riches 
than all the ‘treafures of Egypt. For he 

looked 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the ti E B R E IVS. 

26. Ejleeming the Reproach of Chrift greater Riches than the Treafures of Egypt, 
Msi^oPct -yAKToy ttyiiaetuev& r tv A'tyvorly $nr±vpav t ov&£ht y.lv r Xe/rS'. 
The great Difficulty of this Place, arifes from the Expreflion, The Reproach of 
Chrift. Mofes might well think that God would make good his Promife to the 
Fathers: And he faw that he had made the Seed of Abraham very numerous; and 
he might hope and believe it to be the Time to get PofTeffion of the promifed Land. 
But how could he know any Thing of the Reproach of Chrift, or that Chrift would 
meet with Contempt, when he was not to come, or fuffer Reproach, in Jefs than 
Sixteen Hundred Years after thofeDays? Mofes might indeed have a Faith in God ; 
and it might be as firmly fixed in his Mind, as if he had then feen him who is in- 
vifible; or had beheld the Flaming Bufh, and had heard the Voice that fpake to 
him out of it. But how could he know any Thing of the Reproach of Chrift ? 

There are certainly feveral Inftances of a like Phrafeology in the New Tefta- 
ment. Thus St Paul fays, I bear in my Body the Marks of the Lord Jefus: Td 
riyfjicLla. r Kvpta 'Iyktv, Gal. vi. 17. But the Meaning of this is —I bear in my 
Body the Marks by which I may be known to be the Servant of Jefus Chrift: Or, 
Marks for the Sake of Chrift . So again \ 1 fill up that which is behind of the Afflic¬ 
tions of Chrift, Col, i. 24. Ttf l C^to{]fjLrt]a. r t Xeirs. i. e. 1 am gra¬ 

dually going through, and filling up my Meafure of Afflictions, not what I have gone 
through, but what I am to go through , for Chrift. And fo 2gain, The Sufferings of 
Chrift abound in us, 2 Cor. i. 5. ' 7 rzeiajtv& ta t Xets-S tif nya. f. i. e. 

The Bufferings which Chrift underwent have abounded, and reached to us. But none 
of thefe will help us to underftand how Mofes could, or did, bear the Reproach of 
Chrift , whofe Reproach or Contempt he knew nothing of, though St Paul knew it 
very well. But let it be obferved, 

1. That the Word, Chrift, may not fignify the Mefflah here, but may be put 
in general for anointed , or inaugurated, i. e . for any Prince raifed up by God for 
fixne particular Ends. And if thi9 be admitted, then the Senfe may be, that Mofes 
looked upon the Contempt and Indignity which he underwent from Pharaoh, on 
Account of his profeffing himfelf a Jew, much preferable to all the Riches and Ho¬ 
nours of Egypt; and that fuch Reproach would in the End turn out much more to 
bis Advantage. In Defence of this Interpretation, it may be urged, that the Word 
Chrift or Anointed\ is put for any King raifed up by God for fame particular Purpofe. 

Thus 
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he had refpeft unto the 
Recompence of Re¬ 
ward. 

27. By Faith he for- 
fook Egypt, not fearing 
the Wrath of the King $ 


looked not at the Things which lay immedi- Chap. 
ately before him, but at the Recompence 
which God would furely give him. 

27. It was in perfedt Dependance upon the 
Word of God, that he left Egypt: Nor was 
he frightned by the King’s Threats when he 
commanded him not to appear in his Pre¬ 
fence any more, upon Pain of Death. So 

far 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the HE B R E IVS. 

Thus Pfalm ii. 2. The Rulers take Counfel together, againjl the Lord, and againjl his 
Anointed. Kata t Xe<r« clvtv. Againjl his Cbriji . And if it be faid that the 
Term, Cbriji, or anointed , in the Second Pfalms means Davids or a King of If- 
rael, it may be replied, that the fame Word is elfewhtre applied to a Heathen Prince. 
E. g. Thus faith the Lord to his Anointed Cyrus . T<y Xe^rw /w.?, Kop a>. To my 
Anointed Cyrus, Ifa . xlv. I. A perfon raifed up by God for fome particular Ends 
of his own, as was Cyrus , and as was Pharaoh , may be called his Anointed . And 
if this be admitted, the whole of what is here faid is very natural and eafy. 

But, 2. If it be thought that the Word Anointed , or Chrift , is only applied in a 
good Senfe, where the Perfon fo called is made ufe of to good Purpofes, not to bad 
ones, as was Pharaoh , then the Reproach of Chrift may be interpreted, as meaning 
no more than the greateji y or the grojfejl Reproach , fuch as The Chrift himfelf un¬ 
derwent. In this Cafe it wiil be ufed proverbially , juft as when we call any very 
great laborious Work, Herculean Labour , or the Labour of Hercules ; or great Po¬ 
verty, the Poverty of Irus. And in this Manner, the Apoftie might call the great 
and eminent Reproach that Mofes bore, the Reproach of Chrift , as being moft flagrant 
and notorious in it’s Kind : and then the Meaning is, That Mofes eftemed the 
greattjl Indignities he fuffered from Pharaoh , to be much preferable to all the Ri¬ 
ches and Honours of Eg)pt. 

Or, 3. Confider Chrift as (landing before Herod and Pontius Pilate \ and there 
infulted, and mocked and fpit upon, and treated with all the Contempt of a Mock- 
King of Ifrael \ and this will give us the true Notion of the Reproach of Chrift . 
When therefore it is faid, that Mofes efteemed the utmoft Contempt that he met with 
from the Egyptians (even fuch a one as Chrift underwent from Herod and his Peo¬ 
ple) an Honour , and preferred fuch Ufage to all the Treafuresof Egypt —By any 
of thefe Methods, may the Difficulty arihng from the Expreffion be removed. 

27. By Faith he forfook Egypt, not fearing the IVrath of the King. K^TfeA/'Tgr. 
He left it. The Place alluded to, is, Pharaoh faid to bim y Get thee from me : Tale 
heed to thy felf: See my Pace no more ; for in that Day thou feeji my Face t thou Jhalt 
die , Exod. x. 28, 29. Mofes not afraid of the King's Threats, ixapTipars. per- 

C c 2 fevered 
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Chap, far was he from being deterred by fuch for he endured, as fee- 
XI - Threats, that he perfevered in what he had be- who ,s invi '* 

gun, as having always before his Eyes him ‘ e ‘ 
who was invifible. 


28. And to fbew you that this was a con- 
ftant fixt Principle in him, by which he go¬ 
verned all his Actions—When God had de¬ 
clared that he would fmite all the firft born 
of Egypt, and would pais over the Children 
of Ifrael , he facrificed the Lamb commanded, 
and he fprinkled the Blood on the Ports of 
the Houfes of the Ifraelites, in full Confi¬ 
dence, that he that deftroyed the firft born of 
Egypt, would not hurt, no nor touch, any of 
the Children of Ifrael. 

29. Nor was Faith a peculiar Principle to 
the Patriarchs, or to Mofes, but all the Chil¬ 
dren of Ifrael adted upon it. They ventured 
to enter into, and to pafs through, the Red 
Sea , as if it had been dry Land } which the 
Egyptians attempting to do, were all drowned. 

3°. In 


28. Through Faith 
he kept the Pa (lover, 
and the fprinkling of 
Blood, left he that de¬ 
ftroyed the firft bora 
{houId touch them. 


29. By Faith they 
patted the Red Sea as by 
dry Land: Which the 
Egyptians allaying to do 
were drowned. 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the H E B RE W S. 

fevered and Jlrengthened himfelf, as if the invifible Being who governs all had been 
immediately prefent, even to his Eye-Sight. 

29. By Faith they paffed the Red Sea , The Children of Ifrael at firft wanted 
Faith , when they faw Pharaoh and his Army clofe behind them, and the Sea be¬ 
fore them. We find them crying out again ft Mofes—Becaufe there were no Graves 
in Egypt hajl thou taken us away to die in the Wildernefs . Wherefore hafl thou dealt 
thus with us to carry us forth out of Egypt ? Is not this the Word that we did tell thee 
in Egypt, faying , Let us alone that we may ferve the Egyptians. For it had been bet¬ 
ter for us to ferve the Egyptians, than that we Jhould die in the Wildernefs , Exod. xiv. 
II, 12. Upon this Mofes faid unto the People, Fear ye not, Jland fill and fee the 
Salvation of the Lord , which be will fhew to you this Day. For the Egyptians whom 
ye have feen to Day , ye Jhall fee them again no more for ever , ver. 13, And when he 
had ft retched out his Hand over the Sea, and the Waters were divided , The Chil¬ 
dren of Ifrael had Faith, and went into themidf of the Sea upon dry Ground , ver« 22. 
And the Egyptians purfuing them were drpwpcd. 
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30. By Faith the 
Walls of Jericho fell 
down after they were 
compared about Seven 
Days. 


31. By Faith the 
Harlot Rahab perifhed 
rot with them that be¬ 
lieved nor, when {he 
had received the Spies 
with Peace. 


32. And what {hall 
I fay more? For the 


30. In like Manner when the Israelites in Chap. 

the Days of JoJbua befieged the City of Je - xr * 

richo , and he had bid them go round the 
Walls for Seven Days,, and on the Seventh 

Day to go round it Seven Times; and on the 
Seventh Time to blow their Trumpets and to 
fhout, the Event was what he told them, and 
what they believed it would be, the Walls 
fell down as of themfelves, and they took the 
City.. 

31. It was the lame Principle that Rahab 
adted on: She believed that the Lord had 
given the Land of Canaan to the Jews from 
the Miracles fhe had heard ; and fhe concluded 
very juftlv from the Red Seas and the River 
Jordans being dried up before them, and 
what had happened in the Wildernefs, that 
the Lord was with them. She therefore re¬ 
ceived the Spies with Peace, and hid them, 
and made them fwear that fhe and her Fami¬ 
ly fhould be faved from the Deftrudtion of 
the City; and accordingly fhe did not perifh 
as all the reft of the People did, who did 
not believe that God would give them up to 
Deftrudtion. 

32. And what need I add more ? For there 
would be no End fcarce, if I were to men¬ 
tion 


NOTES on the Epistle to the H E B R E IV S. 

30. By Faith the Walls of Jericho fell down. By the Faith of JoJhua\ and of 
thofe who obeyed the Orders of God, Jojh. vi. 2, 3, &c. 

31. By Faith the Harlot Rahab periled not with them that believed not. She be¬ 
lieved in the God of Ifrael , who had done fo great Things for hia People : And 
therefore {he entertained the Spies that were fent to fearch the Land. She had 
heard bow the Lord dried up the Water of the Red Sea for them, and what they had 
done to the Two Kings of the Amorites; and {he believed that the God of Ifrael was 
the true God of Heaven . Jofli. ii. 10, 11. 
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tion all the Inftances on Record, who did 
great Things in Confequence of their Faith in 
God, fuch as Gideon, and Barak, and Samp- 
foti, and Jephtha, and David, and Samuel, 
and the Prophets, 

33. Who through a firm Perfuafion of 
Things not feen but believed, have fubdued 
Kingdoms, have always done what was right 
and true, have obtained the Things promifed 
to them, have flopped even the Mouths of 


Tune would fail me to 
tell of Gideon, and of 
Barak, and of Sampfon, 
and of Jephthah, of 
David alfo and Samuel, 
and of the Prophets, 

33. Who through 
Faith fubdued King¬ 
doms, wrought Righ- 
teoufnefs, obtained Pro- 
mi fes, flopped the 
Mouths of Lions, 


Lions, . 

34. Have obtained of God that the very 34> Quenched the 
violententeft Fire Ihould not burn them j have Violence of Fire, efca- 
efcaped the Edge of the Sword, have reco- * he Edg" 5 of the 
vered from great Sicknefs and Weaknefs, Swere^made fhongi 
have been in an extraordinary Manner valiant wa xed valiant in Fight, 
and powerful in Battle, and turned to flight turned to flight the Ar- 
the Armies of fuch as were Enemies to God mies of Aliens, 
and his People. 

35. Women 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the H E B R E TVS . 

33. IVho through Faith fubdued Kingdoms. So did Mofesy Jofkua , David. 
Wrought Right eoufiefs. i. e. Did that which wa* right, in exa£I Conformity to 

the Will of God. Thus did Jofiahy 2 Kings xxii. 2. Hezekiahy 2 King 9 xviii, 
3. Azariahy 2 Kings xv. 3. Amaziahy 2 Kings xiv, 3. Zacheriah and Eliza - 
hethy Luke i. 6. 

Obtained Promifes. So did Abraham , Ifaacy Jacoby Mofesy J of ua , Davidy 
and many others. 

Stopped the Mouth of Lions. Dan. vi, 22, 23. 

34. Quenched the Violence of Fire. Shadrachy MefeCy AbednegOy Dan. hi. 27. 
Efcaped the Edge of the Sword. The Apoftle alludes to thofe Cities and People 

who had made Peace with Ifrael. Several Inftances of this Sort are to be found, 
Judg. Lai, 25, 28. Or he may allude to the Cafe of Elijaby who efcaped the 
Threat of Abab to put him to Death, 1 Kings xix. 2, 3. Or to David's efcaping 
Saul. 

Out of Weaknefs were made flrong. Weaknefs is a general Word, which implies 
Sicknefii and ill Habit of Body; or, Want of Pottoer and Strength to refift a fuperior 
Force. If the former of thefe be intended, Htzekiah may be the Perfon in. View. 

If 
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35. Women received 35. Women received their Dead by having Chap. 
their dead raifed to Life them raifed to Life again. Others there are XI - 

tortured, not accepting u P on R ecord who were cruelly beat with 
Deliverance, that they Clubs, who when their Lives and Eafe were 
might obtain a better offered to them upon Condition of their Com- 
Refurre&ion; pliance with what their Perfecutors propofed, 

refufed to accept fuch Terms. This they did 
in firm Expedtation of a better Refurredtion 
than a Deliverance from prefent Evils could 
amount to, and in Hopes of obtaining it in 
due Time; 

36. Others 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the HE B R E IVS. 

If it fignifics, as it naturally may, an Inability to refifl Enemies through a Smallneffr 
of Power, as when a Few have been attacked by much fuperior Numbers, or 
ftnall Armies have engaged, and been enabled to overcome greater Forces , you 
have Inflances in Jojhua , chap xi. Gideon's little Army of 300 Men conquer¬ 
ing the Midianiteiy Judg. vii. Jael flaying Si/era and his Hoft, Judg. iv. 

Waxed valiant in Fight , turned to flight the Armies of Aliens. riapifj.€o\di sxA/- 
vttv There is no Difficulty in the former of thefe AfTertions: But to 

turn to Flight the Encampments of Strangers , is not a very ufual Expreffion. The 
Meaning is, They have attacked Armies encamped, and have put them to flight. 
Probably the Alluflon is to Jonathan's attacking the Philiflines Garrifon, 1 Sam. 
xiv. 13—15. And to Gideons attacking the Camp of the Midianites, Judg. vii. 
19. "fix mw, is, tU tpuyhv So the Scholiafl on Homer y II. b- ver. 35* 

turned to flight. 

35. Women received their Dead raifed to Life again . ’E£ aV ttsdfios r«f PtK$t 

clCtuv, By a Refurreftiony By a Reftoration to Life. 

Others were torturedy not accepting Deliverance. 5, Aaao/ jj « 

Gr&<rePs!;cL/J. 6 voi r d. 7 nRvTpa<rtv m What kind of Punijhmenty or rather cruel LJfage y 
is here alluded to, or whether the Word be ufed as a general Term for torturing , 
and putting to extremity of Pain, may be hard to fay. But as here are feveral parti¬ 
cular Kinds of Cruelty mentioned, it is certain that this is one of that Sort* 
They feem to interpret it very naturally, who underftand it of beating with Clubs 
till the miferable Man dies. The Word indeed is ufed in a more extended Senfe, 
for putting to Death in any violent Manner, without taking in the Idea of being 
beaten to Death with Clubs: But in this Place it feems to be ufed in it's pro¬ 
per Senfe. The Hiftory of Eleazar is plainly alluded to, who is faid to come of 
his own Accordy t-r i 70 tv^ttavov, which we render, To the Tormenty 2 Mac. vi. 
19, 28. It is certain that he is faid to have bun ready to die with Stripes: and 

that 
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Xt. 


36. Others ftill underwent Ridicule, and 
Mockings, and Scourgings; nay more, they 
were put into Chains, and Prifons, 


37. Some were ftoned, others were fawn 
afunder; were burnt, were flain by the Edge 
of the Sword. They wandered about in a 
poor Habit, in Sheep Skins, in Goat Skins, 
in Want of every Thing that was convenient; 
they were opprefled, fuffering every Thing 
that was evil. 

38. Indeed 


36. And others had 
Trial of cruel Mockings 
and Scourgings; yea 
moreover of Bonds and 
Imprifonment. 

37. They were 
ftoned, they were fawn 
afunder, were tempted, 
were flain with the 
Sword: They wander¬ 
ed about in Sheep Skins 
and Goat Skins, being 
deftitute, afflicted, tor¬ 
mented ; 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the HEBREWS. 

that he endured fore Pains in Body by being beaten . But, by Stripes , we are not to 
imagine him ready to die from the EfFetfts of TVhips or Thongs , or fuch Sort of 
fmall Inftruments, but t alt rrhiryan, with Brtiifes , fuch as arife from being 
flruck with a great Stick or Club , ver, 30. And when it is faid, that he came of 
his own Accord to Tvfj.7ra.v0y, it means that he came voluntarily to the fuffering 
of this Bajltnading. Eleazar fays, that whereas I might have been delivered from 
Death, I endure fore Pains in Body by being beaten, but in Soul am well content to 
fuffer thefe Things becaufe 1 fear God, ver. 30. The curious Reader may 
confult the learned Spanheim s Notes on Arijlophanes , p. 254. Edit. Kufter ; where 
that great Critic fbews, that this Word is ufed to exprefs not only to be beaten 
or bruifed with Clubs , but like wife to be Racked , to be Tortured , to be Tortured 
to Deaths and even to have one's Head chopped off with an Ax. 

37. They were Jloned ; they were fawn afunder ; they were temptedy were flain with 
the Sword. h tp'oya fiaxa'igt; diriQavov. Every 

one fees that feveral Sorts of cruel Deaths are here fpecified : And it is a natural 
end obvious Difficulty, How -comes the Word, iTretpd&rf, they were tempted , fo 
very improperly (and efpecially as our Author had mentioned Temptation , or Trial , 
in the preceding Verfe—) How come the Words, They were tempted\ in this 
Place, amongft the various Kinds of Deaths to which Good Men had been ex¬ 
po fed ? Some therefore have imagined, that it fhould be, torvpdSn^, which they 
Would have to fignify, to be roafled with Fire . But hardly, if ever, is that Word 
ufed in that Senfe. Dr Gataker chufes to read it, i-rpYjowere burnt alive 9 
Adverf. c- 44. Perhaps it might be, iTrvpi&nf, were delivered to the Fire. And 
the Story referred to is that of the Seven Brethren , 2 Mac. vii. The Firfl of 
yvhich was ordered to be brought to the Fire, ver. 5. 

In Goat Skins . Kufler , in the Preface to his Edition of the New Teftament, 
thinks this to be the Interpretation of the other Term here ufed, viz. M 

Sheep 
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38. Of whom the 
World was not worthy ; 
they wandered in De- 
ferts, and in Mountains 
and in Dens and Caves 
of the Earth. 

39. And thefe all 
having obtained a good 
Report through Faith, 
received not the Pro- 
mife; 


38. Indeed the World was not worthy of C ha 
fuch Inftances of Men fo brave and fo un- XI - 
daunted. They reforted to, and wandered in 
Deferts, and in Mountains wherein they could 

not be eafily come at; they hid themfelves in 
Dens, and in the Holes of the Earth. 

39. And thefe all having obtained a good 
and great Reputation in all Ages, on Account 
of their Faith , yet have not received or feen 
what we have, even the promifed MeJ)iah , 
nor the Advantages given by him to us. 

40. God 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the H E B R E fV 8 . 

Sheep Skins. But as all our Copies read it, it ought not to be rejedted, as Words 
crept in from the Margin. It is twice cited by Origen upon Matthew , p. 141. and 
245. And twice fs it cited in his Books againft Celfus, p. 336, and 343. juft as it 
Hands in our prefent Copies ; nor is any Inftance of a various Reading produced by 
Dr Mill or Mr JVetJlein. But what is moft remarkable is, it is in Clemens's Epiftle; 
a Book that has not gone through the Hands of many Tranfcribers, and in which 
the Order of the Words is inverted, iv JHp petatv Aiyi'tott, pifWfcife inftead of, 
\v pn^a'letts, lu etiyt'io/s ^i^datv. If in the Epiftle to the Hebrews , the latter 
Words may be underftood as an Interpretation of the former, yet in Clemens's 
Epiftle, they cannot have fuch a Senfe put upon them. 

Tormented. KThe Apoftle has already fpoken to the Variety of 
Torments which good Men through Faith had undergone. Here he goes on to fpeak 
of other Sorts of Evils which they had endured; and he ufes a Word of a larger 
Signification than what Torments implies, t;/z, that they underwent all Sorts of Evils • 

39. And thefe all having obtained a good Report through Faith . Mcip 7 vpH 0 fc/ 7 ef 

Having the Teftimony of Approbation given to them by Reafon of their 

Faith. 

Received not the Promife, Ook Ikoix'utclVto t \nrdyyiK\dv. The Promifes made 
to Abraham was not made good in any of the Times that thefe good People lived 
in: And therefore they were all Strangers to the full Meaning of them. It is here 
in th z Alexandrian Copy, as it (hould be, \xdyy\K\AU Promifes: So the Apoftle 
conftantly fpeaks, when he mentions the Promifes made to Abraham % Ifaac , and 
Jacob ; always in the Plural Number. All the Perfons whom the Apoftle had 
mentioned, lived in Expedition that all that was promifed, would in due Time 
be accomplilhed : But as the Time was not come (during any of their Days) for 
God to bring about what had been promifed, they did not, they could not, fee the 
Completion of what had been faid. What then was the Thing fo much expedted ? 

Dd It 
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Chap. 40. Gqd having forfeeii for us fomething 40- God having pro- 
XI. mU ch better than he had for all thefe, even ' uded fojne bett<rt 
'-'"V"-' that 


NOTES on- the Epistle to the HE B R E WS. 

It wa?, That Seed in which all the Earth was to be bleffed . As great a, Happinefs, 
and fo long promifed as that was, and fo much tobedefired, as was an Union of all 
Mankind under the Worfhip of, and - Obedience to, the One God and Father of 
all* yet they that lived before the Times o£ Cbrift, couid not poflibly fee a Foundation. 
laid, or any pofiible Step taken, to bring about fbcha Scheme. Nor indeed could 
any one enter into this Myjlery , which was hid from Ages and Generations , but was 
now made manifefi by Jtfus Chriji . 

It is uCually fuppofed, that the Promife here mentioned, is the Promife of a Re - 
furreftion to eternal Life. But this is quite foreign to the Apoftle’s Argument; and 
in Courfe cannot be the Thing intended. Thofe good Men of old all believed in 
God ; and they all believed that he would he as good aa hit Word:: But if his Word 
or Promife, was not that they fhould rife again ; or be rejiored to Life after Death, 
then they could not have Faith in fuch Promife . k iff plain, that through 
Faith , thofe Men of old fubdued Kingdoms ; wrought Rdghteaufnefs ; waxed valiant im 
Fight ; received their Dead to, a prefent Life . All thefe Inftances related to an im¬ 
mediate Dependance upon God, with a View to prefent temporal Concerns, or 
what was to pafs here at prdent. Now if a Refurretfion to eternal Life were the 
Thing promifed, the plain Queftion is—Where is the Promife of a Refurreftion to 
Life after Death made in the whole Old Teftameat ? 

It is true, that a Better Refurrt&ion is mentioned, ver. 35. of this Chapter: And 
it is faid, chat fome were tortured , not accepting Deliverance , from thi3 Principle, 
that they might obtain a better Refurre&ian. But this no where appears to have been 
the Subjeft of a Promife made to thofe of old: Nor is it faid, that any one of thofe 
who a&ed upon the Principle of Faith, did it from, their Belief of a Refurrettion of 
the Dead , till the Times of the very kteft Prophets. That there was a No¬ 
tion; of a Future State all along in Mens Minds is true ; and there are undoubted 
Evidences of it in the Law of Mofes: But then this no where appears to have rifen 
from any Promife made to any by God, but either from an original Tradition from 
our Firft Parents, as fome have fancied, (for no mention is made of fuch Tradition) 
or elfe it arofe by reafoning from the Nature and Attributes of God; or mo ft likely 
from the Nature and Attributes of God compared with the unequal Difpenfation of 
Things, to fuch as were good and virtuous, and who facrificed every Thing in 
this World to manifeft their Duty and Love of him above all Things. 

But be this as it will ; The Promife * or Ptomifes here fpoken of, is the fame as 
throughout this Epiftle is intended by that Term. It was the Promife made to 
Abraham , to Jfaac, and to Jacob 5 which, as it confifted of feveral diftinft Parts, 
it may either be called in general, The Promife , or Promifes , as the Particulars are 
confidered. The Promife was, 1. To make the Seed of Abraham very numerous ; 
2. To give that Seed the- Land of Canaan j and, 3. That all the Earth fhould bo 

bleffed 
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Thing for us, that they 
without us fhould not 
be made perfect. 


NOTES on the Epistle to the HEBREW S. 

hleffed h kh Seed . Now every one could fee the Two firft Parts of this Promife 
made good ; and thus they all received the Promife: But as to the other Part, which 
related to the BleJJing to be conveyed to dll the Earth —They did not, nor could 
they receive thar, till the promifed Seed fhould arife, and which in the Fulnefs 
of Times did come. They expedled and believed that God would fome Time ot 
other make good his Word; but when y or how y the beft and ableft of old did not 
know, nor could they have the Happirtefs of feeing: But this was referved for 
us who have ften the Meffiah. God in his Providence ordered it, that we might 
feee our Salvation^ a Light to lighten the Gentiles, and the Glory of the People of 
Ifrael. And by this we fee a firm Foundation laid for the making good the whole 
of the Promife made to Abraham . 

40. God having provided fome better Thing for us . Tk 'srepi $ t u£v xpsTr tov 
t / *ar God having provided , or forefeen, fome better Thing concerning 
us. None of the People of old received , or could pofllbly know, how the Promife 
way to be made good. All they could do was to to exp eft and believe that it would 
be performed. But God forefaw, and ordered Matters fo, that we fhould fee the 
whole fulfilled. 

That They without Us Jhould not be made perfeft. V lvet y.ri X a ?** »yav reA.&uQ&O’t. 
The Men of old, had a very imperfect Notion of the Promife made to Abraham: 
They faw a Part of it made' good ; but how the remaining Part of it would be 
brought to pafs, they could neither find out nor underftand. The Myftery lay in 
this, the Hidden Myftery which God ordained before the World to Our Glory* 
I Cor. ii. 7. To underftand this, let it beobferved, that the Promife made to Abra - 
bam y lfaacj and Jacob y concerned Things entirely relative to what was to be done 
in the prefen t World—A numerous Progeny—The Enjoy men t ? of Canaan —And 
the deriving a Bleflirtg. oh all the Earth. The receiving this Promife, is to have it 
and enjoy it in all i( ? s Parts. Thofe before the Appearance of Chrift, faw, and 
knew the Completion of, only Two Parts of the Tbtee which were promifed. The 
Third Part wae feen and known when Chrift came ; and then only we could have a 
perfect Knowledge of the whole Scheme of God, and fee how he blejfed the whole 
Eartb % GoMtilgs ai9 Well as jAus, by the Seed of Abraham. And thus it is, that we 

Dd 2 are 


that we fliould fee him that was the Author C h a p. 
and Finifher of Faith, arid how he blefled 
the whole World. So that howmuch foever 
they may be valued and efteemed, on Ac¬ 
count of their Faith, yet they without us were 
not perfedt in the Knowledge of the Proinifes; 
and in Confequence, we that believe in Chrift 
underftand them beft, and you therefore ought 
not to forfake us. 
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N O T E S on the Epistle to the HE B RE fVS. 

Chap. are ma ^ e perfect or are let into the full Secret of what others before us could never 
XL underftand. And thus it was that God in his providential Dirpofition of Ages % 

^ i f or efaw 9 y.^unov r/» Something more excellent for us 9 than he did for any or all 

that went before us, viz . That the Mefftab fhould come in our Times , and open to 
us the great Scene of Things more clearly, and lay before us the Defigns of God, 
which had been concealed from all, and in all Ages, That in the Difpenfation 
rftbe Fulne/s of Times be might gather together in One all Things in Chrift, both which 
are in Heaven , and in Earth , even in him 9 Eph. i. 9, 10. 

Thofe good and faithful Men then were not perfect , or had not a complete Notion 
of God's Purpcfe ; nor could they arive at any tolerable Degree of underftanding of 
this Myflery: It was referved for our Times; and therefore the Knowledge of it 
is to be derived from us ; they, without us , not being Matters of this Secret of 
Providence. Many Prophets and Righteous Men , fays our Saviour, have defired 
to fee tbofe Things which ye fee, and have not feen them ; and to hear thofe Things 
which ye hear, and have not heard them. But blefled are your Eyes for they fee , 
and your Ears for they bear , Matt. xiii. 16, 17. Or as it is in St Luke's Gofper, 
Blejfed are the Eyes which fee the Things which ye fee ; For I tell you , that many Pro¬ 
phets and Kings have defired to fee thofe Things which ye fee and have not feen them 9 and 
to hear tbofe Things which ye hear and have not heard them , Luke x. 23, 24. And 
juft before, at ver. 2 1. Jefus rejoiced in Spirit, and /aid , I thank thee 9 O Father, Lord 
of Heaven and Earthy that thou hajl hid thefe Things from the wife and prudent, and 
haft revealed them unto Babes. Even fo , Father , for fo it feemed good in thy Sight . 
When St Paul was pleading for him felf before Agrippa, he urged— I/land and am judged 
for the Hope of the Promife made of God to our Fathers , unto which Promife our 
Twelve Tribes , i. e. all the Jews, inf ant fy ferving God Day and Night , hope to 
come : For which Hope's Sake, King Agrippa, lam accufed of the Jews, Afts xxvi. 
6, 7. See Afts xiii. 32, 33. Thus too St Peter 9 Of which Salvation the Pro¬ 
phets have enquired, and fearched diligently, who propbefsed of the Grace that jhould 
come to you, fearching what , or what Manner of Time , the Spirit of Chrijl which 
was in them did fignify, when it t fifed beforehand the Sufferings of Chrift , and the 
Glory that jhould follow. Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themfelves, 
hut unto us, they did minijler the Things which are now reported to you by them that 
have preached the Gofpel to you , 1 Pet. i. 10, II, 12. See alfo how St Paul {peaks 
of this Matter —We fpeak the JVifdom of God in a Myftery, the hidden Wifdom 
which GW ordained before the World , unto our Glory. Which none of the Prin¬ 
ces of this World knew—But God hath revealed them unto u s by his Spirit , I Cor. ii. 
7—10. And this is the true Meaning of our Author, when he calls fuch as were 
fully inftrufted in the Gofpel, rkhtioi, perfeft . We render it, of full Age , Heb. 
v. 14. And St Paul has ufed the fame Word under the fame Image, We fpeak 
Wifdom among them that are Tik&oi, perfeft , I Cor. iL 6. 

As to what is ufually faid here about the Promife of a Refurreftion made to us, 
and our being made perfeft in a future State — Whatever may be ,urged for this 
great Truth from other Places, yet the Promife , or the Promifes 9 throughout this 
Epiftle, never relate to any other Promife , than that made to the Patriarchs , 
except it be exprefsly declared to relate to fomething elfe. Nor is the Refurrec- 
tion 9 how true foever, any where called in the New Teftament by the general 
Word, The Promife , but tterna lLift, 


SECT. 
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SECT. XVI. 

CHAP. XII. 1,-29. 

CONTENTS. 

T HIS Seftion contains a general Exhortation to Patience un¬ 
der Sufferings, taken from the Confideration of the Suf¬ 
ferings of Chrift himfelf. Then the Apoftle proceeds to fhew the 
great Encouragement given to Chriftians to aft uprightly and ftea- 
dily in their Duties, as they are called to a more excellent State 
than what the Jews of old were. He constantly keeps in View the 
great Advantage of thofe who were called into the Gofpel, over 
what they could pretend to under the Law of Mofes ; and in Con- 
fequence of that, the Obligation they were under, not to depart 
from the Gofpel, by adhering to the Law of Mofes alone. 

TEXT. PARAPHRASE. 

WHEREFORE i. f | THEREFORE feeing that wcChap. 
feeing we alfo ■ have fo very many Inftances of XII. 

fo great a Cloud of Men as lt were around us, who have adted ¥ 

Witnefles, let us lay with fo much Courage, and who have been 
blefled in fo extraordinary a Manner as a Re¬ 
ward of their Faith and Truft in God, let 

us 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the H E B R E WS. 

Chap, xii, 1. Wherefore feeing we alfo, Tc/yapSV ^ n/aeTr. Therefore alfo we. 
We, tor whom God had forefeen that Privilege or Advantage which thofe who 
lived before us had not. If they could go through a State of Difficulties and Di- 
ftrcfs with Patience, we furely ought to do it with much more Bravery and Refo- 
lution. 

Are compaffed about with fo great a Cloud of Witnejfes , Toomtov 'weentd- 

[j.ivqv \)(mv vk'p^t (j-etpTVpoov. Having fa great a Cloud of Witnejfes fet around us. 
So many Inftances of Witnefles, fo thick a Company of Men, who adted by the 
Principle of Faith y and endured fo many Afflictions* 
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TEXT. 


Chat, us go on and ad as they did: Let us lay 
yj; afide every Weight that may load us, or any 
^ Way hinder us in running our Courfe ; and 
particularly let us lay afide all Sin which fo 
eafily befets us: Let us, I fay, run with Pa¬ 
tience and Perfeveranee the Courfe' we aVe 
called to, and which we have engaged our 
fclves to run, 

2. Looking unto Jefus, and always keep¬ 
ing in Viewvhim, who has done his Part as 
the Leader on, and the complete Finifher of 
that can be done by Faith. No one has 
ever left fo perfed an Example of all that can 
be done by Faith , as he, who for or with a 
View to the Joy that was fet before him, un¬ 
derwent the Pain and Torture of Crucifixion, 
and endured alf the Revilings of malignant 
Tongues, defpifing the Shame: And remem¬ 
ber that as he is fat down at the Right Hand 
of the Throne of God, fo fliall we, if we 

follow 


afide every Weight, 
and the Sin which doth 
fo eafily befet us ; and 
let us run with Patience 
the Race that is fet be¬ 
fore us. 


2 . Looking unto Je¬ 
fus the Author and Fi- 
nilher of our Faith, 
who for the Joy that 
was fet before him, en¬ 
dured the Crofs, de- 
fpifmg the Shame, and 
is fet down at the Right 




NOTES on the ErisTLE to (fee HE B RE WS. 

Let us lay afide every Weight, and the Sin which doth fio eafily befet us. *Oyn ov 
wtqQi pivot 'pdyjct, £ & tvmfira]w ipcLpTiav. Laying afide every Weight , and Sin 
•which eafily Jurrounds us. The Courfb of Chriftians in this World is very juftly 
compared to a Race ; and whatfoever is fo about us as to entangle us, or that may 
load us, is a real Obftru&ion to us. We muft not underftand by the Word oyn.®*, 
any particular Vice, fuch as Pride , Vanity, Ambition, or whatever may elate us, 
(which this Term fometimes fignifies) but any Thing, and every Thing, which is 
burdenfome to a Chriftian in afting Readily and uniformly according to the Will of 
our Lord, vid . Gatakers Adverfiarut , c. 3*. And confeqpently the Word Sin is to 
be underload, not as fpoken of any one Sin , but aa of every Sin, which is apt to 
get round u9, and entangle us, and thus to hinder us in our Courfe^ St Paul ha? 
juftly compared our Chriftian Courfe to a Race , 1 Cor, ix, 24, 26. juft as the 
Author of this Epiftle has here done. 

2. Looking unto Jefu9 the Author and Finijfrer of our Faith. 'Apopav'Jttf et< & f 
naiwi dp^nyfo Tik&uTtiv Looking utHo Jefus the Leader on, and Ft - 

nijber , 0/ Faith , Chrift was not the Author 0 £ Faith, but the Leadtr on to it; he 

wa 9 



Epistle to the HEBREWS. 


209 


TEXT. PARAPHRASE. 


Hand of the Throne of 
God. 

3. For confider him 
that endured fuch Con- 
trad i&ion of Sinners a- 
gainft himfelf, left ye 
be weary and faint in 
your Minds. 


4. Ye have not yet 
refitted unto Blood, 


follow uniformly that fame Principle that he c H A r • 
did. . XI K 


3. For confider and compare your Cafe 
with his, who has undergone fuch Oppo- 
fition and Contradiction from Sinners a- 


gainft himfelf, and this will be fuch an En¬ 
couragement to Perfeverance, that ye can ne¬ 
ver be weary or faint and languid in your 
Minds, or give over what you have entered 
yourfelves into. 

4. Your Cafe, bad as it may feem to you, 
does not come up to that of our Saviour ; you 
have not yet refilled in the Corrteft for Chrift’s 
Religion, fo far as to lofe your Lives, 
Though wicked Men have troubled you, and 


you- 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the HE B R E TVS. 

was the Perfon that goes before, and leads us on, as a Captain , And thus is this 
Word ufed, as often as it is applied to our Saviour. Thus, AdIs iii. 25. And killed\ 
apXuylf* the Prince of Life , it is, *Fbe Leader on to Life . So, Him hath God ex¬ 
alted with bis Right Hand to be , J a Prince, a Leader to Life, and a Sa¬ 
viour for to give Repentance unit Ifrael, and forgivenejs of Sms , A£b v. 31. The 
Apoftle in this Epiftle calls our Saviour, $ trvliipUf, the Captain of Sal¬ 

vation ; one that leads Men on to Salvation, chap. ii. 10. which he well explains in 
the immediate preceding Words, aya.ybv'let $j? leading to Glory . It is not 

faid, r d 'uWiai 1 of cur Faith, but.only,' of Faith . So that d 

the Leader of Faith , is. One that leads the Way in Faith ; encouraging 
others to follow in that Principle: And then TiKeiairic, the Finijher , muft be one 
that has gone through, and brought to Perfection, Faith: One, who by fhew~ 
ing what may be accomplished, or done, by the Praftice of Faith, has done and 
borne all that can be done, in Confequence of that Principle. 

Who for the Joy that was fet before him . ’A vii 'w&n.&ptvnf avim x^P**’* With 
a View to the Joy , or Reward, fet before him. So the Prepofition, dvr], very fre¬ 
quently itgoifies. 

3. For confider him that endured fuch Contradiction of Sinners . *AvciAoyijcL&e 5?. 
The Word in the Original implies fomething more than, confider . It is to reafon , 
or argue from, or compare Cafes. If Chrift bore with Patience ftich Contradiction, 
of Sinners again ft himfelf, and ftill went on with Refblution, think with yourielves 
how far 2 a* ought to bear Diftrcfe, and faint not more than he did. 
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PARAPHRASE. 


TEXT. 


Chap, you have endured much Struggling in oppo- 
i , ling their Wickednefs, yet hitherto your Lives 
are fafe. 

5. And ye have forgotten the comfortable 
Advice given to you in the Scriptures, under 
the Charadter of Sons, wherein it is faid, My 
Son, defpife not thou the chajlning of the Lora, 
nor faint, i. e. do not give over your Duty, 
when thou art rebuked of him. 

6. For whom the Lord lovetb, he chafifes, 
and even ujes Severity to every Son whom he 
receives into high Favour. 


7. If 


driving againft Sin. 


5. And ye have for¬ 
gotten the Exhortation 
which fpeaketh unto 
you as unto Children, 
My Son, defpife not 
thou the Chaftening of 
the Lord, nor faint 
when thou art rebuked 
of him. 

6. For whom the 
Lord loveth he chaft- 
neth, and fcourgeth 
every Son whom he 
receiveth. 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the H E B R E W S. 

4. Ye have not refifted unto Blood, ftriving againft Sin. npo* t dtx<t$Ti<tv dv 
yvvt^opivot. The Word, d^ctpTicL, Sin , does notin this PJace fignify, the Com- 
miflion of Sin by our own a<ft, but what others wickedly did to us. The Apoftle 
had before obferved, that the Hebrews had undergone Perfections, and had dif¬ 
fered grievoufly by being made a Gazing Stock 5 by enduring Reproaches , and even 
the Lofs of their Goods , chap. x. 32, 33. but dill their Lives were fafe. They 
are therefore here exhorted to go on in bearing up againft the Sins of others 9 even 
of their Perfecutors. “ You fee tha t Jefus through Faith perfevered in doing 
<c the Will of his Father, even to the Lofs of Life: This has not yet been your 

Cafe. The Jews with wicked Hands took Jefus and killed him ; Atts ii. 33, 

The Sin of them was refifled , or contended againft , by a fteady Perfeverance in 
cc doing what was right, even to the Lofs of his Life. Do ye in like Manner 
c< continue in your Duties, ftedfaft, unmovable, refilling the Wickednefs of your 
“ Perfecutors, even unto the Lofs of your Lives, if Occallon calls you to that fad 
“ Neceffity, though hitherto the Times have not been fo very bad.” 

5. And ye have forgotten the Exhortation. X* 1 exAfcAwcS£ $ w&ey.KKnotof. Ye 
have forgotten that comfortable Advice, or Encouragement , which is applicable to 
all of us confidered as the Children of God. n*p*xAwcr/f, lignifies, Comfort , or 
Confolation, 2 Theft*. ii. 16. Philem. 7. Heb. vi, 18. 

6 . For whom the Lord loveth be chaftneth , and fcourgeth every Son whom he re¬ 
ceiveth. * 0 v yo dyaTrlx K uei&* (xctriydi jj wav'] a. i\bv ov 

There is a confiderable Difference in this Citation, from the prefent Copies of the 
LXX. For inftead of v&tfwet) they read, «a iyx#' But that does not much alter 

the 
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PARAPHRASE. 


7. If yeendurechai¬ 
ning God dealeth with 
you as with Sons. For 
what Son is he whom 
the Father chaftneth 
not* 

8. But if ye be 
without Chaflifement, 
whereof all are Par¬ 
takers, then are ye Ba- 
flards and not Sons. 


9. Furthermore, we 
have had Fathers of our 
flefh, which corrected 
us, and we gave them 


7. If ye undergo Chaftning, and bear it as C h a p. 
ye ought, confider that God adts with you as XI1 * 
a tender Parent does with his Children, cor- Sm0 ~ >rm * 
redting them for their Good. For what Son 

is there, whom his Father hath not at one 
Time or other corredted. 

8. But if ye are permitted to go on accord¬ 
ing to your own Humours, free from all Cor- 
redtion, which all partake of fome time or 
other, ye are certainly not So?is> but a fpurious 
Breed, for which no Care, or Concern, is 
fliewn. 

9. But further; we have had Fathers of 
our Flefh, Fathers who brought our mortal 
Bodies into Being; aruj they corredted us, 
with a View of making us behave as we 
ought; and notwithftanding fuch Severity, 
we treat them with Affedtion and Reverence: 

Shall 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the HEBREWS . 

the Senfe for whether it be, he chajlneth , or he reprovetb> whom he loveth , is net 
very material. But both the LXX, and the Apoftle too, recede from the Original\ 
or at leaft read the Original in a different manner from Jerom , and the Vulgate . 
The Original is— For whomfitver he loveth , the Lord will reprove, 2ND), Oucaah 
and maketh firry the Son in whom he will delight , or in whom he hath Pleafure. We 
render it, For uthorn the Lord loveth he correfteth, even a Father the Son in whom 
he delighteth . It is certain, that the Hebrew Letters may fignify either, As a Father, 
or, and maketh firry , or, grievetb. The LXX and the Apoftle have interpreted 
that word in the hit fenfe, y.aTryo 7 , fiourgeth, puts to pain: And the ArabicVevkon 
agrees to them. The Targum , and the Syriac, and the Vulgate , render it, Asa 
Father. God gently corredleth, and difeiplines whom he loves ; and he deals with 
more or lefs Severity towards every Son, whom he accepts , or, is well pleafid with, 
or whom he intends to make perfeft. For fo the Hebrew Word i"IJn, rat fa % fome- 
times fignifies. 

7, God dcale'th with you, as with Sons. *Cl( ijoTf v fit it filet 1 ° 

God it offered , or offers himfelf to you , as to Sons. 

8 . Then are ye Bajlards and not Sons. The meaning is, No due Care is taken of 
you; no Concern is fhewn about your Welfare. 

E e 
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Chap. Shall we not much more fubmit to the Fa- 
L ^ ther of our Souls, and live for ever ? 

10. For our Parents according to the Flefh 
corrected us, as they thought moft proper, 
and this to make us live as we ought, though 
it be only for a fhort Time; but the Father 
of our Souls corredts us for our eternal Good, 
that we by Improvement in Virtue, and Rec¬ 
titude of Adtion, might participate of his Na¬ 
ture, and become holy as he is holy. 

11. Now no Sort of chaftning is for the 
prefent any Matter of Joy, but on the con¬ 
trary it is Matter of Grief: But then after¬ 
wards it yields fuch Peace and Comfort of 
Mind, as Righteoufnefs and Innocency do to 
all thofe who are exercifed thereby. It is in 
Reality a Matter of great Joy and Comfort 
when the Trouble is over. 

12 Take 


r E XT. 

Reverence: fhall we not 
much rather be in Sub¬ 
jection to the Father of 
Spirits and live ? 

10 . For they verily 
for a few Days chaftned 
us after their own Plea- 
fure, but he for our 
Profit that we might be 
Partakers of his Holi- 
nefs. 


ir. Now no chai¬ 
ning for the prefent 
feemeth to be joyous but 
grievous: Neverthelefs, 
afterward it yieldeth 
the peaceable Fruit of 
Righteoufnefsunto them 
which are exercifed 
thereby. 


NOTES on the Epistle to the H E B R E TVS . 

9. Shall we not rather be in fubjeflion to the Father of Spirits , and live. K*i 
£Yjao/*ei\ The Allufion feems to be to the Cuftom of expofing children to Death, 
that they might not have the Trouble of their Education. 

10. For they verily for a few days chajltned us. O t {xiv jS nrpof o\iy*( YiyX&A 
xclta t 3 <Pokvv eLVTOdf i'raij'euoy. For They for a Jbort time ; during our Child¬ 
hood : or till we were able to govern ourfelves, kept us under Difcipline , as they 
thought mojl proper y or expedient. 

That we might be partakers of his Holinefs . So too St John : TVe know that when 
he Jhall appear , we Jhall be like him, for we Jballfee him as he is. 1 John iii. 2. 
And St Peter ; As he which hath called you^ is Holy, fo be ye Holy in all manner of 
Converfation \ becaufe it is written , Be ye Holy for I am Holy. 1 Pet, i. 15, 16. 
To partake therefore of God’s Holinefs , we mu ft fo live, as Per Tons feparating our¬ 
felves from the Follies and Vicos of the World, and thus qualify ourfelves to fee Him 
as He is. 

11. Afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of Righteoufnefs. jj HAporoy 

tipnvtKov a jro/iJW/ StKataoiyrif- Tho* at firft all chaftning is matter of Sorrow, 
and not of Joy, yet afterwards it produces Quiet of Mind, and fuch inward Peace 

in 



Epistle to the HEBREWS. 


213 


TEXT. 


PARAPHRASE. 


12. Wherefore lift 
up the Hands which 
hang down, and the 
feeble Knees, 

13. And make ftrait 
Paths for your Feet, 
left that which is lame 
be turned out of the 
Way, but let it rather 
be healed. 


14. Follow Peace 
with all Men, and Ho- 
linefs without which 
no Man fhall fee the 
Lord, 


12. Take Courage therefore; and lift up Chap. 
the Hands which hang down, and exert your 
Strength, and ftand firm upon your Legs, 

and ftrengthen your feeble Knees, 

13. And make the Ways ftrait and fmooth 
for your Feet, and remove whatever may be 
an Obftrudtion to any one in his Way to Hea¬ 
ven. If a Brother be weak in the Faith, or 
be wavering, do not adt fo as to make him 
fall away, but rather fo that he may be con¬ 
firmed, and encouraged to perfevere; and that 
others by feeing your good Works may be ex¬ 
cited to come over to you. 

14. Live peaceably with all Men; and do 
not imagine that you are to treat with Hatred, 
or ill Nature, either the Jews whofe Religion 
you leave, or the Gentiles who profefs the 
Law of Chrift: But particularly lead a Life 
of Virtue and true Holinefs as the peculiar 
People of God, for without that no Man 
fhall ever be made happy with our Lord, 

15. Watching 
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in the Progrefs in Virtue and Goodnefs, as abundantly compenfates the Grief at 
ftrft felt. 

12. Wherefore lift up the Hands which hang down , and the feeble Knees . The 
Perfections and Troubles which the Chriftians at firft met with, were fuch as 
fhook their Courage, and made them faint in their Chriftian Race. The Apoftle 
therefore encourages them to exert themfelves, and not to be dead hearted, and 
languid, as if they had no Strength either in their Hands or Knees . Pufh on, as 
Men that may be more than Conquerors. 

13. And make Jlr ait Paths for your Feet, Go ftrait on, and do not bend out of 
the ftrait Courfe of Virtue and Goodnefs. Follow your Leader Jefus Chrift ia the 
one Path of Holinefs: And do not you give Occalion, by any wrong Steps of your’s, 
that fucli as baity or, doubt what they ought to do, in thefe times of Danger, 
fhould fait away, or forfake Chrift. But rather fo a£t with Steadinefs, and Con- 
ftancy, that their Doubts may be removed, and they encouraged to pexfevere> and 
to keep firm in the Fahh. 
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Chap. 15. Watching carefully, left any of your 
XIt - , Brethren fall away from the Advantage of the 
gracious Offer of Peace and Mercy made by 
God to us: Take heed left any poifonous 
Weed, any Malignity, or ill Will, growing 
up, create Trouble among you, and the evil 
fpread from one to another, like a Leprol'y, 
or any infectious Diftemper. 

16. Take 


15. Looking dili¬ 
gently, left any Man 
fail of the Grace of 
God, left any Root of 
Bittcrnefs fpringing up 
trouble you, and there¬ 
by many be defiled : 
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15. Looking diligently. ’Ex/tkotSV]^’ Watching carefully: Looking not only 
to your own felves, but to the Behaviour of all others. 

Lejl any man fail of the Grace of God. Mm ric Capav d-rrl d yaei]®* r 
The Kindnefs of God in fending his Son into the World for the Salvation of Man¬ 
kind is ufually called his Grace y or, gracious Favour . Thus, The Grace of Gad 
which bringeth Salvation to all hath appeared. Tit. ii. II. i. e. His Kindnefs ia 
fending his Son. And fo it fignifies 2 Cor. vi. i. TVe then as Workers together 
with Him befeech you alfo , that ye receive not the Grace of God in vain. Since God 
has been fo good as to offer you Peace and Reconciliation by fending his Son, We 
befeech you, that this kind Offer may not be made to you in vain : It is your part to 
accept the Conditions offered. 'Trsp£V «Ve, is no where elfe in the NewTeftament 
ufed. The word vrzpdv frequently occurs without any Prepofition ; as, vnpvv tm 
d S'o^m r ©£?, All have finned , and come fhort of the Glory of God. Rom. iii. 23. 
i. e. could have no Right to expert it; had aCted in fuch manner as muft make 
them fail of obtaining the Glory of God. Sometimes it fignifies to he deficient in, 
to be behind in ; fo, Mw y.tiSzvi yetpiffy.aTli, Not to come behind in any 

Gift . I. Cor. i. 7. Sometimes it 19, failings or wanting ; as £ripiwa.v']&' euw 9 
when they wanted Wine^ or Wine failings coming fhort. Joh. ii. 3. Here it means, 
failing to attain , coming behind , thro’ Sloth or Carcleffnefs, or fome fuch caufe. 
They were to be encouraged and excited to Steadinefs, left they fhould fail of the 
Advantage offered them by God in fending his Son into the World. 

Lejl any Root of Bitternefs fpringing up trouble you. M« 7 if 'niKpia.c clpo puura, 

ivox^n- Thefe Words are not cited from Deut. xxix. 18. tho’ the Sentiment 
fee ms plainly enough taken from what Mofes fa id. The Words of Mofes are, Left 
there fhould be among you a Root that beareth Gall and Wormwood. In the LXX 
it is, Mm T/f Ww w vy}r j>i£& avo piWet iv X 0 *? *5 ^tKpid. The Apoftle hav¬ 
ing this paffage in his View, fays, Mm r/f 'aiKpia.c ova fi/Mra, The 

Words in general are fo like, tho’ they vary in Particulars, that one may be fure 
from whence they were taken, though \v be changed into hox**- 

And thereby many be defiled. K&i S'id tavjhc yjAvQuffi ^o\\oi. In this the 
Allufion is to the infe^ious Diforders which occur in the Law. Vice of all forts is 

infectiousj 
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16. Left there be a- 
ny Fornicator, or pro¬ 
fane Perfon, as Efau, 
who for one Morfel of 
Meat fold his Birth¬ 
right. 


16. Take care left there be any Fornicator, Chap. 
or any carelefs wicked Perfon among you, 
fuch a one as Efau of old was, who fold for a 
Trifle all the Advantage of his Birthright, i.e. 
left there be any among you who fliews no 
Regard to God and his Bleflings; who flights 
the Gofpel, and treats with Contempt the 
Advantages he has in Chrift. 

17. For 
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infectious; and Men that are guilty of Vice are too apt to tempt Others to Sin: 
Ill nature is a Root of Bitternefs, which being permitted to grow, will fpread, and 
make Others Unhappy, and will give great Trouble to all Good Men. 

16. Left there be any Fornicator, or profane Perfon as Efau. Mi/ rif 'Eropi'&j i) 
fi\C 11 wf ’H Looking diligently left there be any Fornicator. We muft'not 
imagine that the Apoftle here mentions Efau, as an Example of the Crime of For - 
nicotian*, For nothing appears in the Hiftory that Efau was more guilty of this 
Sin than was Jacoby or anyone elfe that in thofe Days had many Wives; nor is 
He any where charged with this Crime. It is only Profanenefs that is imputed to 
Efau : a Stop therefore is to be put after the Word Fornicator,— Take heed that 
there be none fuch found among you. 

Or profane Perfon as Efau, who for one Morfal of meat fold his Birth-right . 
’H fii£nA ! & 'H<ra.v, bf dvr} fipcojiwf (j.tdf csVsJV/o rat 'zrpu'JoTQiucL uv t*. IPho 
for one Meal, one Eating, fold his Birth right. What is meant by his Birth-rights , 
appears from the next verfe —For ye know that when afterwards he would have in¬ 
herited the Blefling he was rejected. Fid. Gen. xxv. 29—34. Whatever were the 
Advantages which He might have expeded from his being lfaaPs Firftborn, it is 
eertain that in the Circumftances he was, he preferred a Mefs of Bread and Pottage 
ef Lentiles before them. But why is he called from hence fi*€n\of, a Profane 
Perfon? To be Profane, is to treat with Contempt any thing that God appoints, 
knowing it to be his Appointment: Or, if God bimfelfbz treated not with that Reve¬ 
rence and Refpe£i , that is due to his Majefty, This is properly Profanenefs. But in 
the prefent cafe, Efau, faint and at the point to die, when he thought his Birth¬ 
right could be of no profit to him, fold his Birth-right to Jacob. Gen. xxv. 33. 
This might be deemed Weaknefs or Folly, but yet it does not appear to have any 
connexion.with Profanenefs. Why then is he charged with this grofs crime ! The 
reafon is,— He defpifed his Birth-right , ver. 33. He {hewed no Regard to 'the 
BUffings of God , whatever they were, but was content to facrifice them all for a 
Trifle. In the natural courfe of things, His Birth-right , or the Advantages arifing 
from that, are to be confidered as contained in Jacob's Blefftng , Gen. xxvii, 28+ 
37.— God give thee of the Dew of Heaven, and the Fatnefs of the Earth , and 

Plenty , 
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ly. For ye know, that when afterwards he 
was very defirous and importunate to ob¬ 
tain the Bleffing, which by his Birthright he 
thought belonged to him, Ifaac trembled ex¬ 
ceedingly, but confirmed the Bleffing he had 
given, and continued to make ’Jacob Lord 
over his Brethren j nor would he reverfe what 
he had done, though Efau befought him with 
ftrong Tears. It was too late to afk for what 
was already given to him for whom Provi¬ 
dence defigned it; and therefore his Repent¬ 
ance was of no avail. Do ye take care not to 
be guilty of rejecting the gracious Goodnefs 
of God, left ye in like Manner have it no 
more in your Powers to enjoy it, than Efau 
had to recover the Bleffing of his Father. 

18. The 


TEXT. 

17. For ye know 
how that afterward 
when he would have in¬ 
herited the Bleffing, he 
was reje&edfor he 
found no Place of Re¬ 
pentance, though he 
fought it carefully with 
Tears. 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the HE B R E TVS . 

;Plenty of Corn and Wine. Let People ferve thee , and Nations bow dawn to thee j 
be Lord over thy Brethren, and let thy Mother s Sons bow down to thee. Curfed be 
every one that curfeth thee , and blejfed be he that blejfeth thee. Were fuch Bleffings 
as Thefe, fuch great good things to be defpifed, or parted with for a Trifle ? But 
there was more in the prefent cafe. It may be faid, that at That Time he knew 
nothing of this Bleffing which was not given till Ifaac lay on his Death-bed. But, 
he knew of the Promifes made to Abraham, and repeated to Ifaac: And he had 
the probable chance of fucceeding in Them, and of being the Means of conveying 
the Bleffing of God to all the Earth. This therefore was what he contempuoufly 
defpifed, 2nd fold, and therefore is juftly chargeable with Profanenefs. The Apoftfe 
keeps in view the point of our not falling from the Grace of God ; which if any man 
do, it may be no more in his Power to retrieve it, than it was in Efau to reco¬ 
ver the Bleffing which he had defpifed. 

17. Found no place for Repentance , though he fought it carefully with Tears. The 
Hiftory tells us, That when Efau with great Earneftne/s applied to his Father to 
Blefs Him, and 'even to reverie the Bleffing be bad given to Jacob, his Requeft 
was rejefted. Ifaac would not change, or alter what he had faid. In like manner, 
5 t is very poffible, that if men carelefsly negle&, or reject, the Grace of God offered 
90 them by Chrift, He may abandon them, and They may find no fuch thing as 
Repentance in Him. It was an ill ufe that the Novations of old made of this place; 
•arguing from it, that ng place for Repentance was to be admitted in them that 

had 
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18. For ye are not 18. The Benefits and Privileges now of- CHA *- 

come unto the Mount fered to you, are of a quite different Nature,, XI1 ' 
that might be touched, J ,, ^ A \ 

and that burned with and much more excellent than thole you had 

Fire, nor unto Black- offered to you in Days of old; they are as 
nefs and Darknefa and different as the Manner was in which they 
Tempeft, were delivered. For now ye are not come unto 

the Mount, that might be touched indeed, but 
which ye were forbid to touch, left ye fhould be 
put to death. Exod . xix. 12. a Mount which 
was altogether on a Smoak which afcended 
as the Smoak of a Furnace 5 where were Thun- 
drings and Lightnings and a thick Cloud, and 
Darknefs and Tempeft, 

19. And 
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had once lapfed. They might have feen that the no place for Repentance here men¬ 
tioned, was not in Efau, but in Ifaac : And when it is faid of Ifaac that he re¬ 
pented not, no more is meant than that He would not change what he had in fatt' 
pronounced. Does it follow from hence that a Sinner may not truly Repent ? 
Or that, if he does repent , We are not to admit him to Communion? A Sinner 
may indeed go on fo long in a finful Courfe as to forfeit all Pretensions to Favour;, 
and God may refufe to grant what is afked too late. But this has nothing to do 
with our Admiffion to Communion, where We can know neither the Strength of 
Temptation ; nor the Infirmities of Mens Make, nor the Refiftance a&ually made ; 
nor many Circumftances, which the great Searcher of Hearts alone is the proper 
Judge of. IVe may eafily conceive that a Man may fin, and may heartily repent 
of his Sin; and therefore may be forgiven. We too may eafily conceive a cafe 
where a man may fin, long, and grievoufly ; and may too late afk Pardon:. 
But Wezie no proper Judges, when the great Judge of all fhall think fit not to Jheiv 
Mercy, or when He is determined againft all farther meant of Grace : And unlefs 
We were competent Judges of this, it is weak and wicked in us, and injurious 
to God to pronounce for Him, what we cannot know to be his Mind. Our 
Rule is plain, Charity fuffereth long and is kind,— bearetb all things, hopeth all 
things , endureth all things . I Cor. xiii 7. And every one has a Right to afk— 
Who art thou that judgejl another man*s Servant ? to his own Majler he Jlandeth or 
falleth . Rom. xiv„ 4. 

18. For ye are not come to the Mount . This ftill ftands connected with what is 
faid, ver. 15, Looking diligently lefl any man fail of the Grace of God ,—For the 
Grace of God i9 attended with eminent A Wantages, which ye have even in the 
Offer of it, above what ye had when the Law of Mofet was given you. What 

Tbefe 
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Chap. ig. And the Sound of a Trumpet; and 19. And the Sound 

XI1 - fuch a Voice of Words, fo terrible and fright- * Tr f u ™,P et > and ! he 

1 “ that they that heard it, were defirous V o”‘5h^°& torf 

that the Words fpoken, might not be uttered entreated that the Word 
to them any more. thould not be fpoken to 

them any more. 

20. (For they could not bear to hear what 20. (For they could 

was commanded them in fo ftricft and terrible not endure *]>»* which 
a Manner—That even if a Beajl touch the " fo'ZuTh'lfa Ikaft 
Mountain it Jhall be Jioned , or thruji through touch the Mountain, it 
with a Dart . WhatJ'oever toucheth the Mom- frail be ftoned, or thruft 
tain Jhall be furely put to Death y through with a Dart. 

21. Nay, fo very terrible was the Appear- 21. And fo terrible 
ance of God upon the Mountain, that Mofes was the Sight, that Mo- 
himfelf declared that he was exceedingly afraid 

and quaked. This I fay is not the Manner in qu e ’^ 

which ye are now called to be God's People, 
but ye are called in a Manner Jlill and Joft y 
to Privileges greater and more lafting.) 

22. For ye are come to Mount Sion which 22* But ye are come 
every Man may touch, and ye all may afcend unt0 M° unt Sion, and 

it 
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Thefe are will appear in what is faid, ver. 22, 23, 24. What is faid of the 
Mount that might be touched, and that burnt with Fire; And of the Blackntfs , 
Darknefs, and Temp eft ; vid. Exod. xix. The Mount hi fpeaks of is. Mount Sinai 
in the Wjldernefs. 

21. And fo terrible was the Sight , that Mofes /aid, 1 exceedingly fear and quake. 
From whence thefe exprefs Words of Mofes are taken, does not appear. 

22. But ye are come to Mount Sion. It is certain that the Prophets all fpeak of 
Mount Sion, as the Place from whence the Law of the Mcjfiah was to proceed. In 
that remarkable place of Ijaiah,—It jhall come to pafs in the la ft days, that the 
Mountain of the Lord’s Houfe jhall be eflablifhed in the Top of the Mountains, and 
jhall be exalted above the Hills ; and all Nations jhall flow unto it. And many people 
jljall go and fay , Come ye and let us go up to the Mountain of the Lord, to the Houfe 
of the God of Jacob, and he will teach us of his Ways , and We will walk in his 
Paths. For out of Sion jhall go forth the Law, and the Word of the Lord from Je- 
rufalem. c. ii. 2, 3. The Language is all figurative. The Mountain of the Lord's 
H<mfe y is the Place on which the Temple of God was built, and in w p hich he was 
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unto the City of the it boldly and freely as much as Mofes did Si- Chap. 
ir in r!Sl he na * : *• e ' Ye ^ ave j°^ ne d yourfelves in a Dif- XII# 

that has nothing terrible, or diffi- 
all are to live in a State of Holinefs ; 
and ye are made Citizens of the City of the 
living God, even the Heavenly Jerufalem , 

where 

N O T E S on the Epistle to the H E B R E TVS. 

daily worfhipped. So that the Lord's Houfe and his Worfhip was to be every where 
eftablifhed, and all Nations were to come to it, and all were to be taught of God, 
and to be converted to him. For out a/'Sion Jhollgo forth the Law, and the TVovd 
of the Law from Jerufalem. Therefore the Jewijh Law, which came from Sinai, 
was not intended longer to be the Law of the People of God. So again $ Behold 1 lay 
in Sion for a Foundation, a Stone, a tried Stone , a pretious corner Stone, a Sure Founda¬ 
tion: He that helieveth Jhall not make hajle , or be ajhamed. Ifai. xxviii. 16. And 
the Pfalmift fpeaks of God as appearing out of Sion in perfect beauty . Whence is it 
that in Thefe and many other places the Prophets fpeak of Sion in this manner, 
when the Temple , the foie place of their Worfhip, did not ftand upon Sion, but at a 
good diftance from it, upon another Mountain to the Eaft more, upon Moriah? 

There is indeed a place in the LXXVIII Pfalm, where it is faid, He chofe the 
Tribe of Judah, even the hill of Sion which he loved, and there he builded his Tem¬ 
ple on high . Pfalm LXXVIII. 68, 6g. Thus our old Verjion: but it is a clear * 
miftake ; For the City of Jerufalem , including the Temple, flood upon T wo Hills: 

The One was Sion to the North-Wejl , in which David built his Palace, and what was 
called the City of David , and afterwards called the Upper Town : The lower Town 
lay towards the South and Eajl, and was the reft of the City of Jerufalem. On the 
principal Hill flood the Temple towards the Eajl, and that was Moriah . The Apoftle 
then tells us, that the Law of the Mejfiah was to come from Mount Sion, and from 
the City of David , not from Sinai. We that are the peculiar people of God, are not 
brought to a dreadful Mountain, where we could not hear the TVord fpoken, for 
Storm and Tempeft, and Thunder, and Fire, as it was at Sinai-, but we receive our 
Law from Sion, a Mountain that may be touched, and which we may afeend our- 
felves, without that Terror that Mojes himfelf felt. 

It may be proper to obferve, that when our old Verfion fays, And there he built 
his Temple on high, viz. on Sion, there is nothing to juftify fuch Aflertion in the 
Original, or in the LXX. No more is faid, than that he chofe Sion: And that 
he built his Sanfluary, like the Earth which he hath founded for ever , He built 
his Temple O'D"! 102 kemo rammim, juft as Great Men do their Houfea,— Splendid, 

Strong , and lajling. The LXX read this place not CZJ'D"! 1DD kemo rammim, but 
CD’OID Cheremim, or CD'DKID, Chereemim ; for they interpret it, dtcoPbfjLtj<r^v u{ 
UovonifdTcov tJ dyla.(rfj.A Which I fuppofe may lignify very Strong, fit for 

fuch Creatures to dwell in. 

F f 
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an innumerable Com¬ 
pany of Angels: 

23. To the general 
Aflembly, and Church 
of the firft born, which 
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And unto the City of the living God 9 the heavenly Jerufalem. The Superiority of 
the Chriftian Difpenfation is the great Point to be Ihewn, and confequently each 
particular is mentioned. The Jews were in the Wildernefs Forty Years before 
They were allowed to take PolTeffion of Canaan : And then They had Wars and 
Servitudes of one Sort or Other for almoft Four Hundred Years before they were 
Mailers of their Capital City, Jerufalem . But in the Chriftian Difpenfation, They 
have all immediate Accefs to the City of God\ They are regiftred as Citizens ; and 
have the Privileges of the Heavenly Jerufalem granted to Them immediately upon their 
their Belief in Chrift. They are not obliged to fubmit to a Yoke of Bondage fuch as 
the Law of Mofes enjoined ; nor to pay their Homage to their King but in one parti¬ 
cular Spot of Earth, but by a Worfhip in Spirit and in Truths and by a Life of 
Virtue, they were entitled to the Privileges of Heaven, in what part foever of the 
World they might live. 

And to an innumerable Company of Angels, In the Original it is, ^Avexdunv ’ Ay - 
yi Aftjy, To Myriads , or Ten Thoufands of Angels. When the Law was given in all 
that terrible manner, there certainly was the Attendance of Angels, IVhen the 
Law was received, it was by the Difpofition of Angels, So St Stephen fays, Afts vii. 
53. St Raul tell us, The Law was ordained by Angels in the band of a Mediator. 
Gal. iii. 19. And in this Epiftle, He fpeaks of the Word fpoken by Angels , plainly 
alluding to the giving of the Law in the Wildernefs. The Difference of the Cafes 
is Great: In the Giving of the Law 9 the Word was: fpoken by Angels: In the Pro¬ 
mulgation of the Gofpel the Word was fpoken by the Son of God. In the Fortner 
Cafe, whatever Power, Superiority, Pre-eminence, Authority, they had, or are fup- 
pofed to have had. They and We too Now 9 are put under the fame common Lord 
and Head ; and we are entitled and enabled to be Equal to the Angels . 

23. To the General Ajfembly and Church of the Firflborn. n a^nytipes, ^ 
ff'ict vpJ]oToKav. Some have joined this General Ajfembly , this / a-a.vrtyveif i to the 
Angels before mentioned j and underftand it as if we were' come through Chrift 
to the Ajfembly of Angels, But the words will not bear That Conftruftton. The 
Word, 'uavnyvess, fignifies, a Meeting of a great many Per fans 9 who are equally 
concerned , and who have a power to aft, or to determine, for fuch as negkft to come 

on 
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Chap, where God himfelf fits and rules over all: 

XII ‘ And, to the Place where Myriads of Angels 
L '' Hand before God and minifter unto him : Ye 
are now come 

23. To the General Aflembly, to which 
all are admitted, and in which all are num¬ 
bered as the People of God; and to the 
Church of the firft born, not where others 

are 
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are written in Heaven, are to officiate for you, as the Levites did for Chap. 

the firft born of the Children of Ifrael, but 
where you may all facrifice yourfelves ; and 
' ye have your Names written or regiftred in 
Heaven, as duly qualified to ferve God; an 

Office 
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on fome folemn Occafion. Thofe that do not belong to this Company, have no 
Right to come to it, but are juftly excluded the Privilege of fuch AfTembling. Now 
we Chriftians, are all entitled and called to the General Affembly and Church of the 
Firft born . The giocA tur'mt. Churchy fignifies, All who are called out of the World, 
and entitled to an Eternal Inheritance in Heaven. Thefe are called The Firjlborny 
either as having certain Privileges and Advantages of Birthrighty fuch as Efau had, 
and profanely gave up; Or, which feems more clear, in Aliufion to the Right of 
the Firftborn y in whofe Room the Tribe of Levi was fubftituted,—We Chriftians 
are all a cbofeti Generation, a royal Priejlhood , an holy Nation, a peculiar People: 
And all are to fhew forth the Praifes of Him, who hath called us out of Darknefs 
into his marvellous Light ; which in time paft were not a People, but now are the Peo¬ 
ple of God, i Pet. ii. 9, 10. All Chriftians have an equal Right to come to this 
Affembly ; and to do the Service of God ; and not fome Few, exclufive of the reft. 
The Apoftle calling This The Affembly of the Firft born , it mu ft relate to fome 
Privilege which the Firjl born had. Now That could not relate to the Promife 
made to Abraham ; for Ifaac conveyed that not to his Firjl born , i. e. to Efau , but 
to Jacob the younger Son; And Jacob again conveyed it, not to Reuben , but to 
Judah. And indeed it would be very unintelligible to fpeak of an Affembly of Firjl - 
born , as having, or conveying, a Privilege which was not communicated to all 
Firft born. In refpeft of the great Biffing promifed to Abraham , Ifaac was not 
Abraham's Firjl born, nor was Jacob Ifaac's Firft born; nor was Judah the Firft 
born of Jacoby nor was David of Jejfe. 

The Right and Privilege then of the Firjlborny was That They were All God’s 
Property and fanftified to Him . The Lordfpake unto Mofes faying , Sanftify untome 
All the Firft born: Whatfoever openeth the Womb among the Children of Ifracl both 
of Man and Beaft, it is mine, Exod. xiii. 2. So again, All the Firft born are 
mine, for on the Day that Ifrnoie all the Firjl born in the land of Egypt, I hallowed 
unto me all the Firft born in Ifrael—Mine Jhall they he\ I am the Lord . Numb. iii. 
13. And again. All the Firft born of the Children of Ifrael are mine—I fanftified 
them for myfelf Numb. viii. 17. Luke ii. 23. But then the Levites were taken 
from among the Children of Ifrael inftead of all the Firft born; and by That 
means They were God's, in a particular Manner, Numb. iii. 13, and therefore the 
Levites were not numbered among the Children of Ifrael, Numb. ii. 33, nor was the 
Sum of them taken, but a particular Service was appointed them, and They were 
to attend upon That . ver. 47, 49. Now, by Chrift* We are all called to be the 

F f 2 Firft 
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Chat. Office not now confined to a particular Family 
XIr - or Tribe, as the JewiJh Priejis are. And ye are 
now admitted to appear in the Prefence of God, 
the Judge of all Mankind j and to accompany 
with the Souls of the beft and greateft Men 
who are made perfedt by the Enjoyment of 
the greateft Happinefs they are capable of, 

24. You 


and to God the Judge 
of all, and to the Spi¬ 
rits of juft Men made 
perfeft, 


NOTES on the Epistle to the H E B R E WS. 

FWft borriy i. e. to be all Hallowed , and to be God’s peculiar , as were the Fir ft 
torn y before the Levites were taken in their ftead. 

Whofe Names are written in Heaven. 'Ev Hgy.voli dn-oyty^ufAveoy. Enrolled , 
or Regiftred in Heaven . Not whofe Names are , but, the Firft born regiftred in Hea¬ 
ven. Frequent mention is made of the Booh of Heaven , and of Per fans regiftred in 
thofe Books. Rev . xx. 12, 15. And in St Luke y our Saviour bids his Difciples 
rejoice, that their Names were written in Heaven. Luke x. 20. The Thing con¬ 
tained under this Figure is, That We ourfelves are Now to a Bt as Perfons hallowed , 
or fanttijied unto God ; and made his Property: That we are All Hove regiftred 
as his proper Servants; and are to ferve him by ourfelves, and others are not 
taken to ferve him, as the Levites were in lieu of Us. 

And to God the fudge of all. Mofes and Aaron y Nadab and Abihu y and Seventy 
of the Elders o l Ifrael, were the only Perfons that were admitted to fee the God 
of Ifrael. Exod. xxiv. 9, 10. The reft of the People were not permitted. But 
now every Man is called upon to come to God; and the Promife is, that They 
Jhallfee him as he is> and none are prohibited from having Accefs to him. 

And to the Spirits of Juft Men made perfeft. The Spirits of Juft' Men made per - 
fel 7 , are the Souls of fuch as enjoy complete Happinefs in Heaven : For. That is 
not perfect , that is capable of further Improvement. We are not confidered as a 
diftinft Clafs of Beings, feparate from Them, but They and We make up One 
Society: They are perfe&d ; and We are to be made perfect, and joined to Them, 
unlefs we wilfully forfeit the Advantages laid before us. 

But it may be alked, How does the Apoftle afiert, That we are come to the Spirits 
of Juft Men made perfect ; when at moft we are but tending to that Point? We 
are not yet come to thofe happy Souls ; nor is it poflible for us to come to them, 
as long as we continue in, this mortal State. But all the difficulty arifes from 
the fignification of the Word, 'sr£p<r£\nR 6 <rei]t. Tl^Apy^oixctt in the pure 
Greek fignifiea to come to: but in St Paul it carries a farther Idea with it, and imr 
plies a joining , or clofe adhering , to what one comes to. Thus what we render, 
Confents not to wholefame Words , Tim. vi. 3. is Adheres not , does not conftantly attend 
to wholefome Words. In this Epiftle to the Hebrews it is feveral times thus ufed. 
Thus The Law cannot make the Comers to it perfect. Heb. x. 1. He means, 
not fuch as had embraced the Law, as all the Jcivs did ; but fuch as fo continued 

fixed,. 
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24. And to Jefus the 24. You have joined yourfelves, not only Chap. 
Mediator of the New t0 ^at j h ave already mentioned, but like- XI1, 

Bbo'd’of Sprinkling that wife t0 J e f m the Son of God, the Mediator 
fpeaketh better Things of the New, and much better Covenant, than 
than that of Abel. that which Mofes eftablilhed ; and who by 
Dfeath hath obtained not a Promife of earthly 
Bleffings* but of eternal ones; his Death doth 
not call for Vengeance, as did that of the 
righteous Abel> but eftabliflies Peace and Sal¬ 
vation, to Mankind. 

25. Look 

NOTES on the Epistle to the H E B R E JV 

fixed, or fo adhered to it as not to depart from it. It takes in the Confequences of 
coming, as well as the mere Afl of Coming , Thus, He that cometh to God muji 
believe that he /V, and is a Rewarder of them that feek him : Hia Faith will lead him 
confidently to think thus of God. And fo in this place we are faid to be come to , 

God, and Chrift, and to Angels, and the Spirits of Juft Men made perfeft, i. e. 
to have joined ourfelves to Tliem, by our coming into the Chriftian Difpenfation, 
and have laid ourfelves under a particular Obligation to continue fteady and firm 
Adherents to Them. 

24. And to Jefus the Mediator of the New Covenant. Vid. c. ix. 15, 16,—.21,. 
viii. 6. 

And to the Blood of Sprinkling, that fpeaketh letter Things than that of Abe !. 

Kai h$ut}ov*. AaAiiVj/ 'srstp^ r ’AIt is hardly poflible to fay, 

whether by, The TVsrd of Sprinklings the Apoftle alludes to the Blood that was 
fprinkled upon the People at the Eftablifhment of the Law, which he mentioned 
ch. ix. 19, 20. Or to the Blood fprinkled upon and before the Mercy Seat , Lev. 
xvi. 16, on the great Day of Expiations of which likewife he took notice in the 
fame Chapter ver. 7. But which ever he alludes to, it means the fame Thing; 
that We who have joined ourfelves to Chrift, have engaged ourfelves to adhere to 
the Blood of Chrifls offered by our Blefled Saviour, either as our High 
Priejl in Heaven; or as ratifying the- Covenant of which he is the Mediator. A 
Blood! which though fhed by wicked hands, yet has quite a different Tendency 
from that of Righteous Abel : For Abel *s Blood cried unto God from the Ground for 
Vengeance , and the Confequence was, that Cain was hid from God's Face, Gen. iv. 

10, 14. Whereas the Blood of Chrift fpeaks Goodnefs, and Favour, and Comfort, 
and Peace, and the Enjoyment of God’s Face for ever. 

It is very obfervable, that among all the Perfons here mentioned to whom we 
come, and whom we are to enjoy in confequence of our coming to Mount Sion y 
no Notice is taken of the Holy Ghojl : nor does the Apoftle once mention in thia 
Place that Blefted Spirit, to whom we owe thofe,Graces and Afliftances which are 

conveyed 
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TEXT. 


Chap. 25. Look to it therefore, and fee that ye 
do not, as your Fathers did, refufe to attend 
^^to him that hath now fpoken to you. For if 
every Tranfgreflion received a juft Recom- 
pence of Reward, and your Fathers were fo 
feverely treated who refufed to mind the An¬ 
gel who fpake to them from Mount Sinai, 


25. See that ye re¬ 
fufe not him that fpeak- 
eth *. for if they efcaped 
not, who refufed him 
that fpake on Earth, 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the HE B R E WS. 

conveyed to us by Him. And yet it fhould feem that this was a more material 
Circumftance, and a greater Advantage to Chriftians, than to tell them of their Ac- 
ceflion to the Church of the Firjlborn , or the Spirits of Juft Men made perfeft . For 
by how much the Holy Gkoft is fuperior to any or all Thefe, by fo much ought 
he to have been mentioned before them. 

But if one may. prefume to conje&ure at the reafon of this Omiflion, it may 
feem not improbable, that the Apoftle intended only to mention God the Father of 
all, the Great Governor of all; and Jefus Chrift to whom all Power in Heaven 
and in Earth is given ; and then, all thofe Beings, Angels or Men, that are put in 
Subjeftion to Chrift. Thefe who are put in Subjeftion to the Dominion of Chrift, 
whether Angels, Principalities or Powers, whether Things in Heaven or Things on 
Earth, all are confidered as united in One Body in perfe<ft Love and Charity for 
ever, making up One Society , the Subjefts of the Kingdom of God and of his Chrift, 
Now the Apoftle fpeaking here cf Chriftians as at prefent a&ually in Union with 
thofe who make up this Kingdom, it was not neceflary to mention our coming to 
the Holy Ghoft, becaufe he was vifibly prefent , imparting his Gifts and Graces to 
all, and fupplying the Abfence of our Lord. 

25. See that ye refufe not him that fpeaketh. Rejeft, refufe to give 

heed to. It is the fame Word that is ufed, ver . 19. where the Apoftle mentions 
what pafled at the giving the Law at Mount Sinai, when the People entreated 
that the Word fhould not be fpoken to them. They defired to be excufed from 
hearing it. Hence it comes to fignify to rejeft . 

For if they efcaped not, who refufed him that fpake on Earth . Ei $ ixeTf'o/ ex' 
ttpvyov r zti $ ynf nret^atj']n<T<t[xiVot y^wi/.a.Ti^ov']^. If they efcaped not [Punifh- 
ment] who rejefted , or gave no heed to, him, who delivered the Divine Willy Law, 
Oracles, on Earth. If the Word fpoken by Angels was ft edfajl, and every Tranfgref- 
fion, and Difobedienct received a juft Rtcompence of Reward, How jhall we efcape if 
we negleft fo great Salvation which at the firjl began to be fpoken by our Lord . Chap, 
ii. 2, 3. It makes no difference, whether we underftand by, Him that fpake up¬ 
on Earth, Mofes, or the Angel by whom the Law was given. The Argument is. 
If they efcaped not who gave no heed to him who fpake on Earth, on Mount 
Sirmi, How much more likely are we npt to efcape, if we turn away from him 

who 
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much more fhall not 
we efcape, if we turn 
away from him that 
fpeaketh from Heaven* 


% 6 . Whole Voice 
then fliook the Earth ; 


how much more may we expedt to be pu- 
niflied, if we pay no Regard to him who 
came down from Heaven, even the Son of 
God, who in thefe laft Days has fpoken to us 
from God. 

26. I mention him whofe Voice then fliook 
the Earth, and made the Mountain to quake 
greatly, Exod. xix. 18. But mind what re¬ 
lates 



N OTES.on the Epistle to the HEBREWS. 
who came down from Heaven , even the Son of Man which is in Heaven , John 

iii. 13* 

If we turn away from him that fpeaketh from Heaven. O# r etV’ *£avuv 
at crpepopfevo/. Much more we who turn from Him from Heaven. Him from 
Heaven , is, Him that came from Heaven: The only begotten Son who is, 
tic r k'o\tov, admitted into the Bofom of the Father. John i. 18. Him who is fent 
into the World , and who had a Glory with the Father before the I For Id was . 
John iii. 13. 

26. Whofe Voice then Jhook the Earth. The Apoftle fpeaks of Him that appeared 
in that terrible manner upon Mount Sinai. Vid. Exod , xix. 18. The whole 
Mountain quaked greatly. See the Account of thofe dreadful Thundrings. Exod\ 
xix. and Deut. iv. 

But now he hath promised , faying , Vet once more I fhake not the Earth only , but 
alfo Heaven. NOV 0 it nyys^A/, KiyaVy^Ert at cl* eyv <reia b {j.'qvov r yti v 
akka r b &lvov. But now it is declared , it n promifed , it is denounced. In the 
Prophet Haggai , when Zcrubbabel was encouraged to build the Temple, it is faid. 
Yet once it is a little while , and I will fhake the Heavens, and the Earth, and the 
Sea 9 and the dry Landy and I will fhake all Nations, and the Defire of all Nations 
Jhall come. Haggai. ii. 6, 7. In the Prophetic Language, The Heavens are 
put for the Higher Powers , and thofe who enjoy great Dignities and Honours ; and 
the Earth is put for the lower People who are fubjedt to the others: And therefore, 
Jhaking the Heavens and Earthy fignifies, Commotions, Diftradlions, and the Over¬ 
throwing of Men and Kingdoms. In the fame manner, The Sea , and, the dry 
Landy fignify, People of many Nations , or Bodies politic , that have no immediate 
Connexion with one another. When the Temple was built, God declared by the 
Frophet, his Intention, Once y in no very long time, to caufe great Commotions 
in Judea y and among all it’s Inhabitants, and not only among them, but in all 
the known World ; and then fhould the Deftre of all Nations come. Accordingly 
*Ihe Mfjftak came. But before He came we find the World overturned by Alexan¬ 
der y and his Captains, Caffandery Lyfimachusy Antigonusy and Ptolemy : And when 
all thefe Kingdoms were fubdued by the Romans , it was juftly faid, that all Na - 
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Chap. ]ates to the prefent Times, as declared in the 
XI1, Prophets, Yet once more , I Jhake not the Earth 
'only, hut alfo Heaven. And I will ihake all 
Nations, and the Dejire of all Nations fall 
come, and I willfill this Houfe with Glory, faith 
the Lord of Hofts, Hag. ii. 7. 

27. When the Prophet faid, Yet once more, 
and I will Jhake the Heavens and the Earth, 
he lignified a Change or Alteration defigned 
in the Things fhaken j and which God had 
made, or ordained, that they fhould be 
changed. But do not imagine that they im¬ 
ply a Change in Things that then did not 
exift: Thofe Things which were not £haken 

may 

NOTES on the Epistle to the H E B R E WS. 

tiom were Jhaken. Take then the Heavens and the Earth in the prophetical Lan¬ 
guage to fignify the Rulers of the World and their Subic it is evident how 
they were Jhaken , and what Commotions were made betwixt the Days of Darius 
King of Babylon , and Augujlus Cafar Emperor of Rome. When the Laws and 
Conjlitutions of any Body Politic are defigned to be Jhaken , or altered , and by 
that means a Polity is to be dijjolved , This too is fignified by Jhaking of Heavens 
and Earth. At the giving of the Law the great Defign was to form a New Politic 
Body , by new modelling the People only. But in this Commotion that is threatned 
the Governors as well as the People are all to be put in Commotion : New Laws 
are to be made ; a New Society is to be formed under the Government of th eMeJJiah, 
and this is promifed to laft for ever. 

27. And this Word\ yet Once more, fignifieth the removing of thofe things that 
are Jhaken. To q, \ti -cT hAoT t oa.KivoiJ.ivav % fiLii&fhotv. Theje Words 9 

yet once more, indicate , or manifeft, a Change , or Alteration of the Things that are 
Jhaken. God had once before (at the giving of the Law, by which he fet up a new 
Polity ,) not only JJjaken the Earth in the literal Senfe of thofe Words, in order to 
ftrike a Terror, and Fear of offending fo powerful a Being) but in the Prophetic 
manner cf fpeaking likewife, he erefted a New Kingdom , and gave a Body of Laws 
to a Political Society , by which the People of Ifrael were feparated from all the 
reft of the World, and were made holy unto him. Then by his Prophet he de¬ 
clared his Defign, Once more to make a Change in that People, and to diffolve 
that Society ; and that he would do it no more than once . 

As of Things that are made . 'Hf <T 2 -i 7 rotr\[/.ivav. The Change was to be of Things 
Made> and part, and as it were done with : and the Words, Once more 0 can relate 

only 


‘TEXT 9 . 

but now he hath pro- 
mifed, faying. Yet once 
more I fhake not the 
Earth only, but alfo 
Heaven. 


27. And this Word, 
Yet once more, figni- 
fies the removing of 
thofe Things that are 
fhaken as of Things 
that are made, that thofe 
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Thing9 which cannot may continue firm for ever. The Law was Ch a p. 
be fhaken, may re- given, and was defigned by God to be chang- 
mJin ‘ ed; and it was changed by the coming of the 

Son of God, and was all along defigned to be 
fo. But then it is not the Defign of God to 
change the Law o i Chrifi \ for he fpeaks of 
but one Change, in the Words —Once more ; 
and That was, when the Law of Mofes was 
to be repealed : From whence it appears evi¬ 
dent* that the Law of Chrift was defigned to 
remain firm and unalterable for ever. 

28. Wherefore we 28. Wherefore we, who believe in Chrift, 
receiving a Kingdom, h ave a ver y g rea t Advantage, that we are ad- 
w ic cannot e mov- \ nt0 a Kingdom, and into all fuch Pri¬ 

vileges, as never are defigned to be fhaken, 

or 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the HE B R E WS . 

only to fuch Things. The Law was given many Years before \ and that Body 
Politic that was fet up being to receive a great Alteration , it follows, that thofe 
Words were defigned to aflure us of fuch Alteration ; and that the Alteration is to 
be of Things already made , and not of Things in Futurity . The Prophecy there¬ 
fore relates to a Change in the Jewijh State, which was alread y fet up % and not to 
Things not yet made, or in Being. 

That thofe Things which cannot be Jhaken may remain. tf ivA puyvi ri g&kivq- 
yuva.. That thofe Things which are not Jhaken may continue . The Change was to be 
made but once ; and that was of Things in Being y or, already made. When this 
Commotion and Alteration was over, the Things that were to fucceed y and in 
Courfe were not jhaken y were to continue for ever , or elfe it could not be faid. 
Yet once more y but it muft have been faid, yet Twice more , or feveral Times more . 
The Law was to be taken away, and the Society to be diflolved, when the Dejirt 
of all Nations came: But the Appointment by the Meffiah was to continue unfhaken 
for ever. 

28 . Wherefore we receiving a Kingdom which cannot be moved . A to $a.<nhz\dLV 
aa<Lhtv'\cv '&etty\oLiJLCoLVQv']is. We [Chriftians] being admitted into a Kingdom, and 
receiving the Advantages promifed and prepared for us; a Kingdom that cannot be 
moved , but that is, to laft for ever, an everlafting Inheritance, let us make the right 
Ufe of fuch Privileges. We do not receive a Kingdom over which we are to reign 
as Kings , but we are admitted into a Kingdom over which Chrift is Ktng % jnd we 
Subjefls, entitled to the Advantages of it. 



228 


^PARAPHRASE on the 


PARAPHRASE. 


TEXT. 


Chap, or changed. Let us then be thankful to God, 
, and with a grateful Difpofition for his Mercy 
W " v "'and Kindnefs, let us ferve him in all well 
pleafing, with Reverence, and humble Fear, 
and a modeft Behaviour fuitable to our De¬ 
pendence and Expe&ations from him. 

29. For our God is a Being, that knows 
how and when to punifti with Severity; for 
he is as a confuming Fire, if provoked, even 
now, as well as when he was reprefented in 
that Manner in the Days of Mofes. 


ed, let us have Grace* 
whereby we may ferve 
God acceptably with 
Reverence and godly 
Fear. 


29.. For our God is 
a confuming Fire. 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the HE B R E JVS. 

Let us have Grace . yjiejiv. Let us be thankful . So, Luke xvii. y. 

M» %x&t tZ> Doth he thank that Servant f 1 thank God , *x u * 

7 , Tim. i. 3. X&etv 'sroAAtti', Phil. ver. 7, We render it, IVe have great 

Joy\ as if the Word were, x*& v * hut the true wading is, ydeiv ; IVe are greatly 
thankful . If we underftand by the Word, in this Place, Grace , or the Fa¬ 

vour of God manifefted to us in making us Partakers of the Kingdom of Chrift, 
then the other Word, ’^x v l JLiV » (which we render, have ) mu ft fignify, lay hold of y 
or, hold faft , fo as not to be ftiaken or moved from it. 

• Whereby we may ferve God acceptably with Reverence and godly Fear , A/’ nV a*- 

Tpsvafjnv evetptrwf ra ©gJ fJLZTa ft jy tv^etCiiaf. By means of which [Thank- 
fiJnefs] we may worjhip acceptably with Reverence , and godly Fear . Or,, through a 
Senfe of which Favour to us, we may ferve him as he requires, in Spirit and in 
Truth, with all Humility and Reverence, or Fear of offending him. 

29. For our God. is a confuming Fire . K <ti y) 0 Gtof npu? wf net] av a Vitkov.. 
Good as he has (hewn himfelf to us in fending his Son, and in admitting us into 
his everlafting Kingdom, yet is he fevere to thofe who forfake or violate his Laws.. 
Take heed to yourfeIves , lejl ye forget the Covenant of the Lord your God y which he 
made with you\ for the Lord your God is a confuming Fire, even a jealous God r 
Deut. iv. 23, 24, ix. 3. 


SECT. 
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SECT. XVII. c HA p. 

XIII. 

CHAP. XIII. 1,-25. 

CONTENTS. 

A FTER feveral Exhortations to the Practice of particular 
Virtues, the Apoftle again puts them in Mind of the Ad¬ 
vantage they had in and by Chrift j and exhorts them to Steadi- 
nefs, notwithftanding the Dangers they were expofed to •, and 
thews that thofe who continued under the Law, and refufed to 
accept Jefus, could not pretend to have God as their God, or to 
be in a State of Friendjhip with him, or receive any Advantage 
from Chrift, though he came to fave Mankind from Sin, 

PARAPHRASE. 

1. T ET mutual Love amongft all Chri- 

J_ j ftians continue ■, and do not refufe to 

pradtife this Command of our Saviour towards 
all, whether Jew or Gentile. 

2. Do not be unmindful of Hofpitality to¬ 
wards Strangers, for often ye do not know 
who you entertain. Some have admitted into 
their Houfes even Angels, not knowing whom 
they entertained, or who their Guefts were. 

3. Remember 


TEXT. 

i, T ET Brotherly 
^ love continue. 


Z. Be not forgetful 
to entertain Strangers; 
for thereby fome have 
entertained Angels un¬ 
awares. 


NOTES on the Epistle to the H E B R E W S. t 

Chap, xiii. 1. Brotherly Love* $tK<t£ihyidL* Univerfal Love of the Brethren, 
whether they be Jews or Gentiles. 

2 . Some have entertained Angels unawares. 7 tvu at yyihxt* 

Some entertaining Angels, have not known, whom they entertained. Thq Apoftle 
has in View the Reception given by Lot and Abraham to Angels who appeared io 
Shape and Form as mete Men, Gen. xviii xix. 

G g 2 
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TEXT. 


Chap. 3. Remember them that are in Bonds for 
xnr - , the Sake of Chrift : and confider their Cafe, 

- as if it were your own, and that you were bound 

with them. Be mindful of them that fuffer 
Afflictions, as being yourfelves in the Body, 
and therefore liable to the like Sufferings, if 
the Wickednefs of Man fflould lay them up¬ 
on you. 

4. Marriage is efteemed by all an honoura¬ 
ble State, and is approved by God ; but Adul¬ 
terers who violate their Faith, and even For¬ 
nicators, who govern not their Paffions as 
they ought, God will certainly condemn. 

5. Let your Manners, and your general 
Conduit in Life, Ihew you to be not greedy 
of Money, or covetous ; and be content with 
your prefent Circumftances, not anxious about 
what you have not, but put your Confidence 


3. Remember them 
that are in Bonds, as 
bound with them, and 
them which fuffer Ad- 
verfity, as being your¬ 
felves alfo in the Body. 


4. Marriage i9 ho¬ 
nourable in all, and the 
Bed undefiled, but 
Whoremongers and A- 
duIterersGod will judge. 

5,. Let your Conver- 
fation be without Co- 
vetoufnefs; and be con¬ 
tent with fuch Things 
as ye.have \ for he hath 


N O T E S on the Epistle to th t HEBREWS. 

3. Remember them that are in Bonds , as bound with them. AttrpLtav, cvvd'i- 
fipivoi. Remember them that are in Bonds , as if ye were bound y or in Bonds, with 
them: As if ye were in one and the fame Prifon. As the Apoftle had been in 
Prifon for Chrift, fo were others, whom he. defires them to remember, and be rear 
dy to aflift. 

5. And be content with fuch Things as ye have: For he hath faid y I will never leave 
thee nor forfake thee . ’A ?kx pivot To7f 'nttfeaiv' olCtoc ilfWKiv, Ou //» at ova,. 

y y.ti <rz eyK&lctRi'TO). Being content with Things prefenty whatever they are.. 
The Reafon here given, why there fhould be no Difcontent at the various crofs 
Accidents of Life, is. For he hath faid y I will never leave thee nor forfake thee , It 
is true, that there are thefe Words in the GJd Teftament: But as they were fpoken 
to a particular Perfon, and on a particular Occafion, how can they be applied to 
the prefent Cafe? Or how can Chrifiians depend on this Promife, which was ne¬ 
ver made to them y but to one that had long enough ago departed this Life? The 
Promife was made, or rather the Affurance was given to Jojhua by Mofeiy Deut. 
xxxi. 8. The Lordy he it is that goeth before thee\ he will be with thee ; he will not 
fail thee. Or as it is, Jojh . i. 5. The Lord faid y I will not fail thee, nor forfake 
thee. 


It 
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PARAPHRASE. 


faid, I will never leave 
thee nor forfake thee. 


6. So that we may 
boldly fay, The Lord 
is my Helper, and I 
will not fear what Man 
fhall do unto me. 

7. Remember them 
which have the Rule 
over you, who have 
fpoken to you the Word 
of God. Whofe Faith 
follow confidering the 


in God, for he hath faid— I will never leave Chap, 
you nor forfake you. Truft therefore in his 
Providence, and depend in Faith upon his 
Promifes; and aft always, 

6. So that you may fecurely fay with the 
Pfalmift, "The Lord is my Helper , I will not 
fear what Man can do unto me> Pfalm cxviii. 

6 . 

7. Keep in your Memories thofe good Men 
who have been your Leaders in Chrift, and 
who have gone before you in Fidelity :' I 
mean thofe who have declared unto you the 
Word of the Lord. Imitate them in their 
Faith, and follow them in their Practices: 
Diligently confider what it was that led them 

to 


NOTES on the Epistle to the HEBREWS. 

Tt fhould feem moft probable, that the Apoftle alluded to the Place in Deutero¬ 
nomy , rather than to that in JoJhua y by Reafon of the Words made ufe of. The 
Words in Jojhua are, O vk ty hat Atet^v 1re, if 9 u^po^ofjLAt <re, whereas in 
Deuteronomy , the fame Words occur as in this Place of the Apoftle, with only the 
Change of Perfons fpom the Third to the Firft. But it is no great Matter whence 
the Words are taken: The Point is, How is this Citation pertinent to what the 
Apoflle has applied it ? It is plain that here is a mere Accommodation of the Words 
to what the Apoflle is urging ; and That is all that is intended. And if we take in 
the Reafoning, or the Manner of Arguing in this Place, we fhall find the whole 
conclufive. The Apoflle had juft before proved, that the Kingdom fet up by 
Chrift was, agaK* not to be Jhaken : Therefore in the Language fpoken to Jo- 
Jhua it was true, that God wold never leave it , nor forfake it , till all was fulfilled. 
The Confequence of which is, That his Providence extends to every Member of 
this Kingdom, and that every one may depend upon it; and every one may fay 
with the Pfalmift, The Lord is my Helper , and 1 will not fear what Man will do 
unto me % Pfalm cxviii. 6. And as to the particular Topic for Contentednefs in the 
prefent Station, this is founded on the Nature of God, and his Government of the 
World ; and the Words fpoken to Jojhua are properly applicable to us all, That 
we ought to cajl all our Care upon him who is fufficient and able to guard us from 
all Harm, or if we do fufFer here, he will fully recompence us hereafter. 

7. Remember them which have the Rule over you^ Mytipovv/ilt r nyupdivvv 
Here St Paul fpeaks of thofe that had ruled over them, whofe Behaviour, and 

whofe 
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PARAPHRASE. 


TEXT. 


C h a p. to a£t as they did, viz. their full Perfwafion 
XIII> of this powerful Truth, 

^ ’ L 8. That Jefus is the Chrijl , the King of an 
everlafting Kingdom that never thall change : 
He is the fame, Yefterday, to Day, and will 
continue the fame for ever. 

9. Be not carried about, or moved from the 
Truth, by different, or a Multiplicity of 
ftrange, and new Doftrines. For it is a good 
Thing to have the Heart well eftablifhed and 
fixed in a deep Senfe of the Favour and gra- 
tious Kindnefs of God to us, and not in Meats 

and 


End of their Conven¬ 
tion, 

8. Jefus Chrift: the 
fame Yefterday, and to 
Day, and for ever. 


9. Be not carried a- 
bout with divers and 
ftrange Dodtrines, for 
it is a good Thing that 
the Heart be eftablifhed 
with Grace not with 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the H E B R E IV S. 

whofe perfonal Care of them they were to keep up in their Minds. They were 
Men who had fpoken the Word of God to them; and were now no more. 

Whofe Faith follow confidering the End of their Converfation. dvafaa pSVJsr r 

hcCaaty f eLvetr&Qvs (j.tfjLU&t t 'wiriv. Follow their Faithfulnefs; confider the final 
Confequence of their Converfation, and Behaviour amongft you. 

8. Jefus Chrift , the fame Yefterday , and to Day , and for ever . "IiifSV Xe<rof 
^ 05 ? fftipteyP 0 clvtos tU 7 sc olicov*^ Jefus Chrift , Yefterday,.and to Day 
the fame , and to [all] Ages. This was the Word fpoken by their Rulers and con- 
ftantly inculcated, and for which they fubmitted to Death; afid therefore ought to 
be remembred. The Meaning is, that Jefus is the Meffiah , and no other Perfon 
whatever can agree to the Prophetical Charadlers but He: And whatever Preten¬ 
ders to that Title have or may arife, faying Lo Here or Lo There , they are not to 
be regarded. Jefus Himfelf is One and the Same always ; and fo is the Dodlrine 
He taught One and the Same and muft continue the Same to all Ages; nor is it 
to alter, or vary, on Account of Perfecution?, or any other Evils which his Difciples 
may undergo, but it is the fame Uniform Dodlrine which all the Prophets have 
taught. 

9. Be not carried about with divers and ftrange Doflrines. A 'boikikm 

(in mnexii pfiefre. St Paul has ufed the fame Word, Eph. iv. 14. That 
wt be no more Children tojfed to and fro , and met'pepQixtVGi, carried about with every 
Wind of Doctrine. He has in View the Notions of the Judaizing Chriftians con¬ 
cerning the neceflity of obferving their Law, as appears from the following Words. 

For it is a good Thing that the Heart be eftabliftied with Grace not with Meats . 
yi> y^aieili fitCajs £5 £ s The right way is to be 

firmly rooted and eftabliftied in the Gofpel of Chrift. The Gofpel is here by 
way ©f Eminence called Grace . Vid. John i, 17,' And the Reafon why it is fo 
■ • called 
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Meats, which have not 
profited them that have 
been occupied therein. 


10. We have an Al¬ 
tar, whereof they have 
no right to eat, who 
ierve the Tabernacle. 


and Drinks; on which they who depend, as Chap, 
the Zealots for the Law do, have been fo far XIir - 
from making any Progrefs in Truth and K - 0r ^ r ^ i 
Right, that they are Enemies to the true 
Means to Piety. 

10. We who are the Difciples of Chrift, 
have the Means offered to us, by which we 
may be in a State of Friendfhip with God, 
but which thofe who ferve the Tabernacle as 
preferibed in the Law, cannot have any right 
to partake of: and therefore thofe who ob- 
ftinately adhere to the Law, are excluded 
from the Means which God has offered. 

11. For 


NOTES on the Epistle to the HEBREWS. 

called is, becaufe it proceeded purely and folely from the Love and Kindnefs, or 
Favour of God, whoy^ loved the World as to fend his only begotten Son into the World 
to fave Mankind : He by that fhewed the exceeding Riches of his Grace in his Kind+ 
nefs to us. Ephef. ii. 7. To be eftablijhed then in Grace , is fo to be convinced of - 
the Truth of the Gofpel, as to perfevere fteadily in the Profeflion of it. 

Which have not profited them that have been occupied therein . ’Ef ok oo<pe*.td)n£ 
01 merrATi'urctylsf* In which they which have walked have not been profited. The 
meaning of ivaIking \n y is, frequent or conftant Ufe of, the fpending of Life in fuel* 
or fuch Things. They who confiantly ufed y or obferved a Diftinftion of Meats and 
Drinks , and fuch kind of Ordinances, cannot by them make themfelves acceptable 
unto God, fo as obtain what he has promifed by Chrift. 

10. We have an Altar , whereof they have no Right to eat , who ferve the Tabernacle, 
V F X°^ v it; a tpetyitv >sk iv i^HJietv 0 / 7m <jk\\v h Act 'Jpeuo/Jef* 

To underftand this it muft be obferved, that to eat of the Altar was the fame as to 
be admitted to Terms of Friendjhip with God. And when the World was divided 
about the feveral Objefts of Worfhip, thofe who worfhipped a different God, had 
no Right to partake of the Sacrifices offered to the God which another worfhipped. 
Here the Cafe relates to One and the Same God worfhipped by Jews and Chriftians; 
and the Apoftle obferves that we Chrifiians have an Altar that the Jews had no 
Right to eat of the Things facrificed upon it. The Meaning therefore is, That 
God has told us by Chrift, the Conditions by which we are made perfeftly acceptable 
to him ; upon which, we are entitled to an eternal Inheritance, and He would b& 
in Friendjhip with the World. Now the Jews being under a different Difpenfation, 
and under a Law given for quite a different Purpofe, if they expected to be Friends- 
of God, and to enjoy what we are promifed, they * muft perform the Conditions 

which 
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TEXT. 


Chap. i j . For as the Bodies of thofe Beafts, 
XIII. w hofe Blood on the great Day of Expiation 
was brought into the Sandtuary by the High 
Prieft, and fprinkled before the Mercy-Seat , 
were burnt without the Camp , and you had no 
Right to eat any of that, which cleanfed you 
from all legal Offences, 

12. So 


II. For the Bodies 
of thofe Beafts whofe 
Blood is brought into the 
Sanctuary by the High 
Prieft for Sin, are burnt 
without the Camp. 


NOTES on the Epistle to the HE B R E WS. 

which we are obliged to perform. Now they who refufed to be brought over to 
Chrift, do not comply with the Grace of God: They therefore cannot be confidered 
as in a State of Friendjhip with God, as we are : and confequently, fince they con¬ 
tinue in the Worfhip appointed in the Tabernacle, they can have no right to 
the Privileges offered through Chrift. In the Language of our Apoftle, know ye not 
that They which minifter about Holy Things live y $Ay*<n 9 eat, of the Things of tht 
Temple ; and they which wart at the Altar are Partakers withy 
the Altar. I Cor. ix. 13. And again; Are not they which eat of the Sacrifices , 
Koivovoii partakers of the Altar? And his Words, Gal. v. 2. If ye be circusncifedy 
Chrift Jhall profit you nothings convey to us the Sentiment which in this Place is ex- 
preffed in an allegorical manner. 

If the Queftion be here put, what is the Altar that Chriftians have ? I anfwer, 
not the Crofs on which Chrift fuffered, for that can in no good Senfe be deemed 
an Altar: Nor is it the Lord's Table ; nor any fuch Thing. It is a figurative way 
of expreflmg the Thing or Manner by which we are made Friends with God. 
When any one is faid to walk in the Ways of God, no one ever was fo weak as not 
to perceive that the Ways of God, are the Commands , or manner of Life % which 
He requires, reprefented under the Figure of Ways to walk in. So when it is faid., 
that We Chriftians have an Altar , which the Jews have no Right to eat of it is all 
figurative, and to be underftood from the Nature and Defign of Sacrifices. We 
have the true Means of engaging in Friendjhip with God, and of being reconciled to 
him, by Chrift, and having our Sins pall over, juft as the Alter was the Means 
of Reconciliation and Forgivenefs under the Law. But then the Jews , continuing 
in Obedience to their Law , cannot have the Advantages which we have; becaufe 
their Law itfelf, and the Sacrifices under it, were for another Purpofe, only to 
obtain a pro mi fed Temporal BleJJing. 

11. For the Bodies of thofe Beafts , whofe Blood is brought into the Sanfluaiy by the 
High Prieft for Sin , are burnt without the Camp. *iiv ^ ito-tpi film £*>a>v to ai^a 
nrifi dfjLetfTicLf €K ta a.yiA PttL r dpyjipkuf thtuv ta o^(xaTa ka]akaU 1 ai 
d nAoi{j.CoK))c> For thofe Animals , whofe Blood is brought into the Holy of Holies by 
the High Prieft for Sin have their Bodies burnt without the Camp . The Thing al¬ 
luded to is, Levit . xvi, 27. The Bullock for the Sin offering —whofe Blood was 

brought 
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12. Wherefore Jefus 
alfo that he might fanc- 
tify the People with his 
own Blood fuffered with¬ 
out the Gate. 


12 So likewife ffus, our Sacrifice, when Chap. 
he took away the Sins of all, and fandtified XI11, 
the World by his Blood, in like Manner fuf- 
fered without the Gate. As therefore you 
could have no Right to eat of that in Order 
to your Acceptance with God, fo neither can 
you eat of oar Sacrifice , i. e. have the Benefit 
of being accepted by God through Chrift, 
whilft you continue fubjedt to the Law of 
Moles. 

13. Be 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the H E B R E TV S. 

brought in to make Atonement in the Holy Place , (ball one carry forth without the 
Campy and they Jhall burn in the Fire their Skins , and their Flefh, and their Dung . 
Indeed the Rule was univerfal, No Sin-Offering, whereof any of the Blood is brought 
into the Tabernacle of the Congregation to reconcile withal in the Holy Place {hall be 
eaten : It Jhall be burnt in the Fire. Lev it. vi. 30. The Apoftle here afligns a Rea- 
fon, why thofe who ferve the Tabernacle could not eat of the Chriltian Altar. 
For they had no Right to eat of any Sacrifice, but fuch as were exprefsly allowed 
them to eat of; and in confequence they could not eat of the Sacrifice on the great 
Day of Expiation, which was all to be burnt without the Camp . Now as to eat 
of the Sacrifice was the Sign of being in adtual Friendjbip with God, to eat of the 
Chrifiian Sacrifice was to be in Friendship with God upon the Terms laid down by 
Chrift. Thus, they which did eat of Sacrifices offered unto ldols y had Fellowjhip with 
thofe Idols \ and profeffed a Friendship to and with them ; and as it is impoflible to 
partake of the Lord's Table and of the Table of Devilsy fo in like manner, and for 
the fame Reafon, it is not poflible to eat of the Sacrifices offered to God in the 
Temple according to the Law, and to partake of the Chrifiian Altar . 

But there is {fill fomething farther in the prefent Cafe. No one was allowed to 
eat of the Offering for Sin y which was ail burnt without the Camp. Now this Sa¬ 
crifice was offered, thaty^ may be clean from all your Sins before the Lord. Levit. 
xvi. 30. Now if you 'Jews, could not eat of this y much le Is can you eat of our 
Altar , or our Sacrifice , which was defigned to purge our Sins , and not only our Sins 
but the Sins of the whole World . 

12 . Whcr fore Jefus alfo y that he might fanflify the People with his own Bloody 
fuffered without the Gate . A/a 'Iutvc, ip* dyt *?h r i/i* cti/xctTS^ «f Actor*, 
ti;u J Waix E't ct 9 ? • The Sacrifice on the Day of Expiation was to be carried, 
whilft the Jews were in the Wilacrnefsy without the Campy and there burnt. Levit . 
xvi. 27. Afterwards when they came to dwell in a City y it was carried without the 
Gate. The Expiatory Sacrifice was to cleanfe them from all Sin ; and thus to 
fanflify the People: Juft thus it is in Cafe of our Sacrifice. Chrift fuffered without 
the Gate ; and he fuffered, that he might fanflify us, or make us holy 9 by freeing 

H h us 
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T E XT. 


Chap. 13. Be not therefore afhamed of him, or I 3 - go forth 

XIIT ' of the Manner of his dying, but rather let us tl ^ er h efore K p nto hltB 
go unto him without the Campy rejoicing in his hisRcprMc^I* **** 
dying for us ; and if we are reproached on Ac¬ 
count of his dying in fuch a Manner , or are 
called to fuffer in the fame Manner for pro- 
feffing his Religion, let us bear it as he did. 

14. For 
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us from our Sins. Do not therefore imagine that you have any Right to the Pri¬ 
vileges or Advantages promifed to us , by your Adherence to your Legal Ordinances : 
For you can no more eat of our Sacrifice, than you can of your own Offering that 
was burnt without the Gate . All this Allegory, (which continues through the next 
Verfe too) is to fhew, that the Jews continuing in Obedience to their Law, could 
not reap the Advantages given us by Chrift: and that they ought to accept the 
Terms now offered to them, if they would be in a real State of Friendfhip with 
God. 

If it be enquired, How Chrift fanftified the People with his own Bloody —it was by 
his Blood that the Covenant of God was ratified ; and the World fanftified through 
the Truth . Such as came into the Belief of Him as the Chrift, were feparated from 
the World to the Service of God. They were made a chofen Generation, a royal 
Priejlhocd, an Holy Nation, a peculiar People , that they Jhould Jhew forth the Praifes 
of him who bath called them out of darknefs into his marvellous Light . Which in 
time pajl were not a People , but are now the People of God. 1 Pet. ii. 9, 10. See 
alfo Ephef. v. 26, 27. and John xvii. 19. 

But becaufe the Allegory in tbefe Verfes is long, and therefore hard, it may be 
worth while to fet down the Thing fignified, in plain Language. 44 We that obey 
44 Chrift are taught by Him the true Means of making ourfelves Friends with 
46 God j which you Jews, who adhere to your Law, cannot poffibly do for you 
44 negleft the Means of Grace, which are now propofed to Mankind. You can 
44 therefore no more be accepted by God, than you could by eating of the 
44 Expiatory Sacrifice that was burnt without the Campy which would have in- 
44 creafed Sin, inftead of removing it. Confider Chrift in this Light : He was in 
44 many refpefts like the Expiatory Sacrifice of the Law: He died without the 
44 Gate; He fanftified the People with his own Blood. Can you expeft, or 
44 have you any Right to expeft the Advantages of being the peculiar People of 
41 God, as long as you continue Aliens from him, by obftinately continuing under 
44 the Law of Mofes ? No! You can no more be in a State of Friendjbip with 
44 God by afting as you do, than if you aftually were to eat of the Expiatory 
44 Sacrificey which you cannot touch without being polluted.” 

13. Let us therefore go forth unto him, without the Camp. T oivvv i^ip^djueQa 
arfii Avnlv, T 'yapepCoAAs if the Apoftle had laid; 44 ‘Relinquishing 

44 then 
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14. For here we 
have no continuing Ci¬ 
ty, but we feek one to 
come. 


15. By him there^ 
fore let us offer the Sa¬ 
crifice of Praife to God 
continually, that is, the 


14. For here we have no fixt Place of A-Cha p. 
bode, wherein we can expedt to continue long, 
more than Abraham had, who had the 
Promifes; but we expedt one to come, the 
heavenly jerufalem> a Place wherein we {hall 

live for ever. 

15. Through him therefore, that is, ac¬ 
cording to his Commands, and as true Difci- 
ples of him, let us offer up the Sacrifice of 
Praife to God continually. Other Sacrifices, 
fuch as thofe of Calves and Goats , or Meat 
Offerings , are not at all of Ufe or Service now ; 
but that which will produce the fame EfFedt, 
and which is always prefent and in our Pow¬ 
ers, 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the HEBREWS. 

4C then the Law, and all the Legal Ordinances, come over to Him and his 
44 Do&rines, though he fuffered as he did: Let us depend upon the Forgivenefs 
44 of our Sins through Him, as much as once we did through the Expiatory Sa- 
44 crifice offered by the High Prieft. 

Bearing his Reproach. Tc> oveutuixov clutu <p\£oy 7 sr. If ye be reproached , fays 
St Peter , for the Name of Chrift y happy are ye. I Pet. iv. 14. We preach ChriJI 
crucified , fays St Paul , unto the Jews a Stumbling-Block , and to the Greeks Foolifh- 
ncfs. 1 Cor. i. 23. God forbid that IJhould glory fave in the Crofs of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift . Gal. vi. 14. 1 Cor . ii. 2. The Jews are wont to call our Saviour, 

Mbn> Talui , him that was hanged. Or if by bearing his Reproach , be meant the 
bearing like Sufferings to what he did, the Language is ftri&ly juft. 

14. For here we. have no continuing City. O u ys \xppw rro\ty. 

When the ApoftJe fair!, Let us go forth unto him without the Camp, He fpeaks as 
if we were here in our Wildernefs State, travelling towards the Place of our Reft. 

In the Wildernefs the Jews were obliged to dwell in Tents, and had no fixt place 

of Abode. We that believe in Chrift are but Strangers here, travelling to the 

Heavenly Jerufalcm. 

15. By him therefore let us offer the Sacrifice of Praife to God continually , that is < / n o y, 

the Fruit of our Lips. A/’ ojjtuv. Through Him , in his Name y as true Difciples of * 

Him. John xiv. 13, 14. The 1 Sacrifice of Thankfgiving^ is the Language of the 

Pfalmift, Pfalm cxvi. 17, And again He fays, Offer unto God Thankfgiving, as 

if it were a proper Sacrifice . Pfalm 1. 14. The Reafon of this Expreflion is found¬ 
ed upon the End and Purpofe of Sacrifices 9 which was to put us into a State of 
Fnendjhip with God j and it is faying, that Praife and Thankfgiving were proper 

H h 2 Means 
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Chap, ers, we may offer, i. e. the Fruit of our Lips , 
XIII. giving Praife and Thanks unto him, for his 
L ’ J Goodnefs in fending his Son into the World. 

16. And not only think yourfelves bound 
t6 praife God, , but remember that you are 
obliged to do good to all Men, and to make 
your Brother partake of the good Things that 
you enjoy: For with this Sort of Sacrifices 
God is well pleafed ; indeed much better than 
with any Sacrifices appointed in the Law. 

17. Be perfwaded and directed by them' 
that are fet over you, and do not be refradtory 
arid ftubborn, but fubmit to their Advice, for 

they* 


Fruit of our Lips, giv¬ 
ing Thanks to his Name. 


16. But to do good 
and to communicate for¬ 
get nor; for with fuch 
Sacrifices God is well 
pleafed. 


17. Obey them that 
have the Rule over you, 
and fubmit yourfelves^. 


N O T E S on the Epistle to the H E B R E TVS\ 

Means to that End. When the Apoftle adds, That is the Fruits of our Lips , (ex¬ 
plaining what he means by the Sacrifice of Praife) it is very probable, that the Ex¬ 
preflion is taken from Hofea xiv. 2, where the Original has it, The Calves of our 
Lips^-but the LXX have it, The Fruit of our Lips . Inflead DHDi Pharim it feems 
to have been '"IS* Pheri, which fignifies either, Fruftus, Fruity or Juvenci, Calves: 
which ever way the Word is rendred, the Senfe is good. 

diving Thanks to his Name. 'Oy.ohoyw'luv ra ly'ofietlt This may figni- 

fy either Giving Thanks to God, or owning ourfelves to be his Difciples , or, confef- 
fing his Name , i. e. Chrift’s. For though the Pronoun may agree to the neareft 
Antecedent, yet.it fee ms moft proper to refer it to the more remote, viz. Jefus , 
through whom we are to offer the Sacrifice of Praife to God. 

16. For with fuch Sacrifices God is well pleajed. It may be fit to obferve the. 
Similitude of this Expreflion here with what St Paul has laid elfewhere. Thus 
when he was fpeaking of the Things fent to him from the Philippians , He fays,. 
They were a Sacrifice acceptable well pleafing unto God. Ouotxv cfsxriV ivae/rov 
' 7 % 0eo>. Philip . iv. 18. In this Place to the Hebrews , where He is fpeaking of 
Praife to God, He calls it, a Sacrifice in which God is well pleafed , Tciivjetif 
Querist/? w!tejL?iiTtu 0 0eof. JVith fuch Sacrifices God is well pleafed. Such Simi¬ 
litude of Expreflion may juftly be fuppofed to proceed from the fame Author. 

17. Obey them that have the Rule over you, and fubmit yourfelves. Fulfils tc7? 
riynyXioti J/ufor, vortix.i\i. Thofe that were fet over them to direct and guide 
them in their Chriftian Race, are here properly their ( H yxpzvoi. Not that any 
had Dominion over their Faith ; or that any were implicitly to be obeyed, or fub- 
mitted to; but their Burden in watching for their Good was to be made as fight 

as 
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for they watch for your 
Souls as they that mud 
give Account, that 
they may doit with joy, 
and not with Grief: 
For that is unprofitable 
for you. 


18. Pray for us: For 
we truft we have a 
good Confcience in all 
Things, willing to live 
honeftly. 


19. But I befeech 
you the rather to do 
this, that I may be re- 
ftored to you the fooner. 

20. Now the God of 
Peace that bioight a- 
gain from the Dead our 
Lord Jefus that great 
Shepherd of the Sheep, 
through the Blood of 
the everlafhng Cove¬ 
nant, 


PARAPHRASE . 

they watch continually for the Good of your Chap. 
Souls, as Men that think, and know, that XIIL 
they muft give an Account of their Behaviour 
towards thofe who were under their Charge. 

Be therefore ready to fubmit to them, that 
they may render their Account with Pleafure 
and Joy, and not with a heavy Mind 3 for 
this can never turn out to your Advantage. 

18. Pray for me, and defire of God to- 
profper my good Endeavours; for I am con¬ 
fident that I have a good Confcience, and 
have adted uprightly in all Things, and it is 
my hearty Defire to behave in every Circum- 
ftance of Life honeftly and well: 

19. But more particularly do I urge this 
upon you, and prefs and intreat you to do 
this, that if God fee fit, I may be reftored to 
you, and be with you the fooner. 

20. Now the Great God, who condefcend- 
ed to grant Peace to Mankind of his own 
good Will, and therefore is juftly fiyled the • 

God of Peace , the Contriver and Maker of the 
Reconciliation between himfelf and us, (he 
who brought again from the Dead our Lord 
Jefus, that great Shepherd of the Sheep, that 
feeds them and watches over them with in- 
ceflant Care, him that is exalted to the Maje- 
fiy in the Heavens by the Blood which he 
fhed to eftablifh the Everlafting Covenant,) 

21. The 
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as poffible, that thofe who were fet over them might go through their Office with 
Comfort and Satisfrtfion. 

20. Now the God of Peace, f O jj 0eo< ^ eipHf'Mf. It is certain that the Gentile 
World is commonly defcribed as at Enmity to God, and his Kingdom ; as alienated 
from him i and in a State of Rebellion to Him* And God was in Chrifl reconciling 

the 
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TEXT. 


Chap. 2 i. The God of Peace, who has done, fuch 
xni - great and glorious Things, may he fo order 
Matters, that you may go on to Perfettion in. 
every Work, and do always according to his 
Will. May he work in you fo as that ye 
may always do what is acceptable to him, as 
true Difciples of his Son Jefus Chrift, and 
obedient to his Commands. To him be Glo¬ 
ry and Praife for ever and ever Amen. 

22. And 


21. Make you per¬ 
fect in every good Work, 
to do his Will, work¬ 
ing in you that which 
is well pleafing in his 
Sight, through Jefus 
Chrift, to whom be 
Glory forever and ever 
Amen. 
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the World unto Hlmfelf\ and by Chrift offering to them the Terms of Reconciliation. 
Hence is he ftyled the God of Peace, Rom . xv. 33. xvi. 20. 2 Cor. xiii. 11. 
Phil. iv. 9. The Jews too, coming, into Chrift, and being jujlified by Faiths i. e. 
accepting the Terms offered them, were reconciled to God . From this gracious 
condefcenfion in God to all Mankind, He is juftly called, The God of Peace. 

That brought from the Dead our Lord Jefus y that great Shepherd of the Sheep 
through the Blood of the everlajling Covenant. T ov 'nroiijXvet r y/iyav h etipo]/ 
/laOwcMf a)c*iv\s. This may be rendred— That Shepherd of the Sheep , great by the 
Blood of the Everlajling Covenant. Or as we render it— That great Shepherd of the 
Sheep [whom he has redeemed] by the Blood of the Everlafting Covenant. But 
the former feems moft natural— That Shepherd of the Sheeps Great by the Blood by 
which he eftabliftied the Everlajling Covenant , even that of Everlajling Rigkteoufnefs 
on our Part; and on God’s Part of Life eternal. 

21 . Make you perfect in every good Work. Kal apricots uuxf Iv rretvrt Ipyu eLy&Ba. 
May the God of Peace full you to, make you ready to do every good Work. Hence 
it comes to fignify, to perfectly join> to finijh , to complete , to bring to Perfection any 
Thing. 

Working in you that which is well phaftng in his Sight. TIosZv \v Cflv to iustpero'/ 
Ivcaonov fltuTB• God in his good Providence fo ordering and difpofing Things, that 
you may do what is well pleafing in his Sight. So St Paul — 1 bow my Knees unto 
the Father of our Lord Jefus Chrijl—that he would grant you—to be ftrengthened 
■—that Chrijl may dwell in your Heart by Faith . Eph. iii. 16, 17. So Philip, ii. 13. 
It is God that worketh in you both to will and to do of his good Pleafure . And 
Col. i. 11, Strengthened with all Might according to his Power. 

Through Jefus ChriJL They had the Opportunity through the Gofpel of Chrjjft, 
or through Chrift, to work out their own Salvation: And the Wifh is, That God 
would fo direct and govern Things, as to let them always have Opportunity-of do-) 
ing what was acceptable in his Sight. 
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22. And I befeech 
you Brethren, fuffer 
the Word of Exhorta¬ 
tion, for I have writ¬ 
ten a Letter unto you 
in few Words. 

23. Know ye, that 
our Brother Timothy is 
fet at Liberty, with 
whom if he come fhort- 
ly, I will fee you, 

24. Salute all them 
that have the Rule over 
you, and all the Saints. 
They of Italy falute 
you. 

25. Grace be with 
you all. Amen. 


22. And I befeech you, Brethren, that Chap. 
you would bear with, and take in good Part, 

this fhort Exhortation : For though I might 
have much enlarged this Epiftle, and Materi¬ 
als were not wanting, yet have I wrote in 
fliort. 

23. Know ye that our Brother Timothy is 
fet at Liberty : If he comes hither in a little 
Time, he and I will come and fee you. 

24. Salute in my Name all thofe that have 
the Rule over you, and all your Brethren in 
the Lord. They of Italy falute you. 

25. The Favour of God declared to you by 
Jefus Chrift, be and continue with you al¬ 
ways. Amen. 
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23. Our Brother Timothy . It may be proper to take Notice of this particular 
Appellation, peculiar to St Paul ; who very frequently mentions Timothy as Our 
Brother ; and from whence one may juftly infer, that St Paul was the real Author 
of this Epiftle. Thus he calls him Timatbeus our Brother , Colof. i. 1. 2 Cor . i. 

1. 1 Theffal, iii. 2. Philem, 1. He is often fpbken of in other Places as a 

Fellow-Labourer with St Paul y but taken Notice of by none of the Apoftles but 
St Paul. From which it is natural to conclude, That as St Paul mentions him in 
every one of his Epiftles, except thofe to the Galations and Titus , his mention¬ 
ing him in this Epiftle to the Hebrews , is a good concurring Circumftance, 
that the Apoftle was the true Author of it. 
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APPENDIX. No. I. 

F O R the right underfunding the Second Pfalm, and the Ufe that is made of 
it by St Paul , and how it concerns our Sjviour, or was completed in Him, 
it is nccefTary to obferve, That when David had entertained rhe Thought of 
building a Temple for God, he wa? forbidden by the Prophet Nathan; At the 
fame Time the Prophet added —The Lord telleth thee that he will make thee an Houfe, 
2 Sam . vii. 11. By this was meant, that God would grant him a Seed which Jhould 
proceed out of his Bowels. It goes on —And 1 will ejlablijh HIS Kingdom , HE 
Jhall build an Houfe for my Name, and I will ftablifh the Throne of HIS KingJom 
forever, ver. 12, 13. 

We are too apt to be miflcd From the plain Meaning of this Covenant, by thofe 
perfonal Pronouns, HE, HIS j and to think that Solomon alone is the Perfon here 
fpoken of. It is indeed true, that He alone of all David's Sons was chofen to fit 
upon the Throne of the Kingdom of the Lord over Ifrael, 1 Chron. xxviii. 5. And he 
was the Perfon that did build the Temple which David defigned. But the Promife 
made to David wa?, to make him an Houfe; and God’s Mercy was not to depart 
away from it, as He took it from Saul, but thine Houfe —-Jhall be ejlablijhed for ever. 
Solomon , and what concerned 1 Solomon, makes a very inconfiderable Part of this Co¬ 
venant : And David underflood it fo ; for when he made his Thankfgiving to God 
for the Promife made him and his Houfe , he takes not the leaft Notice of Solo-* 
mon . When he confidered the Covenant, and in it thofe Words —1 will build thee 
an Houfe—He fays —Thou haft fpoken of thy Servant's Houfe for a great while to 
come, 2 Sam. vii. 19. Let the Houfe of thy Servant David be ejlablijhed before thee , 
For thou, O Lord—haft revealed to thy Servant, faying , I will build thee an Houfe, 
ver. 27. Therefore now let it pleafe thee to blefs the Houfe of thy Servant, that it may 
continue for ever before thee, for thou , O Lord God , hafl fpoken it, and with thy 
Blefjing let the ^Houfe of thy Servant be blefled for ever, ver . 29 The Words of 
the Covenant therefore fhould be ftri&ly kept to, viz. Thy Houfe , and. Thy 
Seed: And then the whole will appear plain, and eafily intelligible. 

It follows —I will be his Father , and He Jhall be my Son : if He commit Iniquity , 

..I will chaften him with the Rod of Men , and with the Stripes of the Children of Men , 
but my Mercy Jhall not depart aWay from Him as I took it from Saul wham I put away 
before thee. And tby Houfe and thy Kingdom Jhall be eflablifhed for ever before thee : 
Thy Throne Jhall be ertablifhed for ever, ver. 13, 14, 15. 

When the Promife of God was thus exprefled —I will ejlabfjh his Kingdom —I 
will be his Father, and He Jhall be my Son —To whom docs this, He and His, re¬ 
fer ? Not to Solomon; for that is not faid. But to David’r Seed, or DavidV Houfe , 
which was promifed to be ejlablijhed for ever . Solomon was only one of Davids 
Seed; and his Kingdom lafted not above forty Years: But the Promife was actually 
made to a certain Seed from David, that was to reign anJ laft for ever. To free 
therefore the Covenant from Ambiguity, it fhould be rendered, not His Father, 
but a Father of it ; and It fhall be my Son, viz, Davids Seed fhall be fo to God. 
God allured David that He would be a Father to his Seed , and that ^tkat fhould 
he confidered by Him as his<S*^: It fhould be protetfled and preferved as a Father 

does 
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does his Son, fo that his Seed fhould be continued, and his Kingdom fhould be 
ejiablijhedfor ever . Thy Throne Jhall be ejiablijhed for EVER. 

When therefore it is faid — I will fet up thy Seed after thee, which Jhall proceed 
out of thy Loins, and I will ejlablijh his Kingdom —ver t 12. it fhould be rendered— 
It's Kingdom , not His ; It, not he, i. e. One of thy Seed Jhall build a Houfe to 
my Name , and I will ejlablijh the Throne of it’s [not His] Kingdom for ever . And 
thus fhould the reft of this Covenant with David be all the Way interpreted. / 
will be it’s Father ; and That Jhall be my Son . If It commit Iniquity , I will chajien 
it with the Rod of Men. My Mercy Jhall not depart from it : Thy Throne [David’j] 
ft)all be ejiablijhed for ever. It was a Series of People, or many Generations, that 
were to defcend from David , which are all called his Seed: Solomon was only the 
Firjl of this Series j and the Pronoun, His, would confine what is faid to Him, 
whereas the Covenant was to extend to all that lived after him, till David’s Throne 
was eftablifhed for ever . 

It is no Manner of Objettion to this, that the Perfonal Pronoun, Kin, is here 
ufed ; for that Word often fignifies it, as well as He \ vid. Gen. ii. 11, 12, 13. 
where it is ufed relative to a River , and to Gold: and fo it relates to the Sbew-Bread 
— Kin, It is holy to him , Lev. xxiv. 9. And fo are all the other Affixes, here ren¬ 
dered by, His j which are, and ought to be rendered, it, or it’s. 

It was true, that it would happen, and it was all along forefeen by God, that 
among the Seed of David, fome would prove great Tranfgreflors of the Law of 
God : Nor was it Solomon alone, but others that were to fucceed him in the Throne, 
that would prove wicked. But God exprefily gave A flu ranee to David, that his 
Mercy Jhould not depart from it, as he took it from Saul, though many of them would 
fall away from the Commands of God. God would punifh thofe of his Seed, that 
did fo, with the Rods of Men, and with the Stripes of the Children Men , i. e. He 
would make them fuffer and feel his Difpleafure, but ftill He would continue that 
Family in Being, and would not rejeft it quite. And thus we find it treated; 
grievoufly afflicted by Wars, by Captivities, by reducing it to fo low Eftate, that 
in Procefs of Time fome of that Royal Seed were reduced to abfolute Poverty, and 
were forced to gain a bare Subfiftence by daily working for their Bread. But ftill 
the Houfe , or Family , or Seed, was preserved till the Birth of the Mejftah, who 
now reigns for ever in a more exalted State and Manner than ever David himfelf 
did. 

Let us next confider. How this Covenant with David was underftood after Da¬ 
vid’s Times. Ethan the Exrahite was famous for his Wifdom in David’s Days; 
and he compofed the Ixxxixth Pfalm. And when Solomon’s Wifdom was fo famous 
as to excel all Men, it is faid. That He was wifer than All Men, even than Ethan 
the Ezrahite, 1 Kings iv. 31. As this was faid at the Beginning of Solomon’s Reign, 
Ethan muft have been of fome confiderable Age in David’s Time. Suppofe him 
thirty or forty Years old at Davids Death, fince he was fo remarkable for his 
Wifdom at that Time. He muft then have compofed this Pfalm when he was ve¬ 
ry old ; for nothing happened during Solomon’s Reign, nor a good Part of Rehoboam’s, 
that could give him Occafion to fay what he has faid. But in Rehoboam’s Days, 
when Shijhac King of Egypt came up againjl Jerufalem, and took away the Treafures 
of the Houfe of the Lord, and the Treafures of the King’s Houfe, and took away all 
the Shields of Gold which Solomon had made , 1 Kings xiv. 25, 26.—When this 
happened, Ethan might fay, Thou hajl cajl off and abhorred, thou hajl been wroth 
with thine Anointed. Thou hajl made void the Covenant of thy Servant j thou hajl 

I i profaned 
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profaned his Crown by cafting it to the Ground . Thou baft broken down all his Hedges , 
and haft brought bis (Irons; Holds to Ruin, Pfalm Ixxxix. 38—48. Lora u hcre are 
thy former loving Kindnfes which thou fwareft unto David in thy Truth ? V: r, 49. 
The Chaftifements therefore of God were fallen upon David's Seed ; and they began 
to feel the Hand of God. Now 

This Pfalm begins with an Account of God's Covenant with David. I have 
Jworn unto David my Servant , Thy Seed will 1 eftablijh for ever; and build up thy 
Throne to all Generations, ver. 4. Then after magnifying God, and declaring what 
God had promifed to David himfelf, the Pfalmift goes on.— His Seed alfo will I 
make to endure for ever, and his Throne as the Days of Heaven. If his Children 
forfake tny Laws , andw a Ik not in my Judgments—then will 1 vifit their Tranfgrefftons 
with the Rod—Neverthelefs my loving Kindnefs will I not utterly take from him , nor 
fuffer my Faiihfulnefs to fail. My Covenant will I not break —His Seed ftoall endure 
for ever, and his Throne as the Sun before me y It Jhall be eftablijhed for ever, ver . 
30—37. David's Children then, and his Seed , are the fame: Solomon , and Rebo- 
boam y and the reft that came after, make up this Seed to whom the Promife is 
made, that it (hould endure for ever ; and all this Series make up this Son, this Po¬ 
litical Son, which God engages himfelf to be Father to, till all fhould be fulfilled. 
Ethan then did not conceive Solomon alone to be the Son or Seed of David here men¬ 
tioned, but he reckoned Rehoboam as of the Seed, as being chajlened for his 
TranfgreJJion, and applying the Threat of the Covenant to Him. Now this being 
fixed, 

Hence we may eafily account for every Expreffion in the Second Pfalm. A Con- 
fultation had been entered into by the Kings round about Judea , whom David 
had made tributary, to break their Bonds afunder , aud to cajl away their Cords 
from them . The Pfalmift thereupon fays, He that fitteth in the Heavens /hall fpeak 
unto them in his Wrath, and vex them in his fort Difpleajure . He (hall let them 
know, that be hath fet his King upon bis holy Hill of Sion. The Pfalmift, to let 
them know the Folly of their Attempt, and the Security he had of the Divine Pro¬ 
tection, goes on—/ will declare the Decree , or the fixt Determination of God, 
fworn unto David, Pfalm Ixxxix. 49. The Lord faid unto me. Thou art my Son, 
this Day have I begotten thee . The Decree of God was made known unto David 
at that Time, when God declared, that he would eftablijh his Houfe for ever, that 
he would fet up his Seed ; that he would be a Father to it, and it Jhould be his Son. 
As Cbrift then was to be of the Seed of David, the Perfon to whom God defigned 
to give, and to whom the Lord God did give, the Throne of his Father David ; and 
who was appointed to reign over the Houfe of Jacob for ever, and of whofe Kingdom 
there was to be no End, Luke i. 32, 33. This I fay that God covenanted with 
David and his Seed, was literally completed in Chrift. 

The Decree of God was, Thou and thy Seed after thee art my Son y I have this 
Day declared it to be fo. Ask of me and I will give thee the Heathen for thine Inhe - 
ritance, and the utmoft Parts of the Earth for thy Pojfeffton . Could any Thing then 
be more natural than to give the Advice here given— Be wife, O ye Kings, be in - 
ftrutted ye Judges rf the Earth . Kifs the Son left be be angry—Blejfed are all that put 
their Truft in him. This Seed of David was to continue for ever, and one was at 
length to arife, whofe Kingdom was to be eftablijhed for ever. When therefore this 
King did arife, long expected as he was, St Paul preaching at Antioch in Pifidia, 
fays, that God rafted up David, to whom alfto he gave Teftimony — Of this Man's 
Seed bath God according to his Promife rafted unto Ifrael a Saviour, Jefus— And we 

declare 
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declare unto you glad Tidings , how that the Promife which was made unto the Fathers* 
God hath fulfilled the fame unto us their Children, in that he hath raifed up Jefus 
again* as it is alfo written in the Second Pfalm> Thou art my Son, this Day have I begot¬ 
ten thee , Afts xiii. 22, 23, 32, 33. The Promife made to David was, that His 
Seed fhould remain for ever , and that they fiiould reign for ever y and that it (hould 
be a Son to God. Now this was all made good by this Son of David’s Refurrcftion ; 
for by that Means he was enabled to reign for ever: And it was a Completion of the 
Promife of God, to David , as mentioned in the Covenant itfelf, and as David 
himfelf declared it in the Second Pfalm t 
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APPENDIX. No. II. 

Containing an Enquiry, What are the Sins we are cleanfed from 

by Chrift ? 

I T is agreed by all Chrijlians , of all Se£L, That Chrift came into the World t$ 
fave Sinners : That He is the Propitiation for our Sins, and not for ours only, 
(■ viz. of the Jews) but for the Sins of the whole World. I Job. ii. 2. The 
New Teftamcnt teaches this Do&rine fo fully and fo exprefsly, that every one 
that names the Name of Chrift, or that believes in him, muft readily aftent unto 
it. God fo loved the World that he gave his only begotten Son> that whofoever believeth 
in him Jhould not perifh , hut have Everlajling Life. For God fent not his Son into the 
World to condemn the Worlds but that the World through him might be faved. Joh. iii. 

1 6, 17. It was with a view to this, that our Saviour is faid to be the Lamb of 
God that taketh away the Sins of the World . Joh. i. 2g. St Paul in his Epiftle to 
the Hebrews , tells us that Chrift by himfelf purged our Sins. c. i. 3. He offered 
one Sacrifice for Sins, c. x. 11, 12. And what is more, He tells us the very Con¬ 
dition of the New Covenant ,—Their Sins and Iniquities will I remember no more . 
Now where Remiflion of thefe is, there is no more offering for Sin . c, x. 16, 17. 

Now if Chrift has taken away the Sins of the World ; if he has purged away our 
Sins \ and God has made it on his Part the Condition of the New Covenant, that 
he will remember our Sins no more , The natural Queftion is—Are All our Sins 
blotted out , and None of them to be imputed to us ? Are All Chriftians feeure of 
Favour , and of Everlajling Life , finee our Saviour has taken away the Sins of the 
World? 

Clear and exprefs as this may feem. Yet in other Places we are told, that 
there is to be a Day of Judgment: That we are all to Jland at the Judgment-Seat 
of Chrijl to receive according to what we have done , whether it be good or bad. 
The Workers of Iniquity are threatned with Everlajling Deflruttion\ with Everlajling 
Punifhment . Matt. xxv. 46. Now if our Sins are purged away , and to be re - 
membred no more , there can be no Sins to be accounted for ; and confequently there 
can be no Day of judgment. What then becomes of all thofe plain, clear, pofitive 
Texts of Scripture, which fpeak of a Refurreftion , and Judgment , and Condemna¬ 
tion of Sinners to a Place of Torments ? Or if we adhere to Thefe , what then is the 
Meaning of cleanfng , purging , taking away the Sins of the World ? Or what are 
the Sins taken away ? The obvious Difficulty is, That there is to be an Account 
given of all our Actions at a certain Day of judgment: and then the Wicked are 
to go into Everlajling Punifhment , and only the Righteous into Life Eternal . Matt, 
xxv. 46. Of this God has given Affurance unto Ally that the World is to be judged 
in R 'tghteoufnefs by that Man whom he hath ordained , in that he hath raijed him 
from the dead . A£fcs xvii. 31. Now if All are to be judged according to their 
Works, and Sinners are to be pun\jhed y then what are the Sins from which we are 
cleanfed by Chrift? Or how are the Sins of the whole World token away by Him ? 


To 
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To account for this, We are told by fome, that our Saviour took away the Sins 
of all fuch as truly repented\ He made Repentance not only acceptable to, but Jn 
/aft accepted by God. He “ rendred Repentance of the Efficacy which it is,” by 
what He did and fufFered for us. He obtained for us the Benefit of having our 
Repentance accepted unto Eternal Life. 

But it may be aflerted with great Truth, that there is no one Paflage of Scripture 
that ever fays, exprefsly, that the Sufferings of Chrift made God accept our Repen¬ 
tance. Be ir’s Efficacy greater or lefs, yet it always was the fame \ nor did the 
Sufferings of Chrift make God, or caufe God to accept Repentance. Nor indeed is it 
likely that there fhould be fuch a Text; becaufe that would imply, that God was 
not merciful in Himfelf but was made fo by fomething different from Himfelf. 
And furely it would appear ftrange, that in the Hiftory of the Life of our Saviour, 
or in the Apoftolical Writings, fo remarkable a Thing, in which we are fo deep¬ 
ly concerned, fliould not be fo much as once told, that He “ made Repentance 
“ of the Efficacy it has.” We are often encouraged to repent , and Promifes are 
made to the penitent Offender: But that the Sufferings of Chrift rendered Re¬ 
pentance acceptable to God, or was the Reafon why He accepted Repentance, ought 
mo(l fully to be proved. For, 

If Chrift “ rendred Repentance of the* Efficacy which it has” by what he did 
and fuffered, it will follow that before he fufFered for us, or unlefs he had fuffered 
for u«, Repentance was of no Efficacy with God, But as to the firft Cafe, we 
find Encouragement given to Repentance, and an actual Affurance of it's Efficacy 
with God, long before the Times in which Chrift appeared in the Fifth, or fuffered 
for us. The whole xviiith Chapter of Ezekiel is a full Declaration, that a true and 
fincere Repentance was of real Efficacy with God, long enough before the Birth 
or Death of Chrift. And as to the other Point, viz. That Repentance would 
have been of no Efficacy unlefs he had fuffered for us,—This is contrary to all 
thofe Arguments from whence the moral Attributes of God are proved. God 
is, and cannot but be, Merciful, Good, Kind, in Himfelf\ and fo is He conftantly 
reprefen ted in Scripture : And were He not fo in Himfelf the Confequence would • 
be, that though he might be feared , He could not be loved or ejleemsd. It is a 
fatal Notion to all Religion, to reprefent God as a Tyrant , implacable , unmerciful; 
or to fay, that he has not in HimJetf that Property which alone makes Him the 
Objeft of our Love. 

It is indeed ufually faid, that the Death of Chrift extended itfelf backwards as 
well as forwards \ and by that Means it made all Repentance acceptable, even 
from the Beginning . Adam, or Noah , or any one elfe of thofe of old, Sinned > 
and they repented and their Repentance was accepted: But then this Repentance 
was efficacious to reftore them to Favour only through the Death of Chrift, That 
Lamb of God that was jlain before the Foundation of the IVorld. Rev. xiii. '8. It was 
through bis Sacrifice , that the Sacrifices of the Law had the Efficacy which they 
had j nor could they have ever made any Atonement for Sin, had not this Virtue 
been derived from the Blood of Chrift. 

But, 1. That God all along foreknew, and predetermined, that Chrift ftiould 
come into the World, is certain He verily was foreordained before the Foundation 
of the World., but was manifejl in thefe laji Times . I Pet. i. 20. But it is not faid 
that the Efficacy * or Effcft of his Death extended to ally before he came into the 
World, fo as to make their Repentance accepted by God. 


2. Nor 
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2. Nor is it any where faid, that the Sacrifices of the Law received their Efficacy 
From the great Sacrifice of Chrifl. For fuppofing them to receive their Virtue , or 
Efficacy fomehow or other from Chrifl:, whence is it that we are told, that the 
Blood of Bulls and Goats could not take away Sin P Heb. x. 4. Why could not they 
make the Comers to them perfeft P ibid. ver. 1. Did he communicate to them only 
a certain Quantity of Efficacy , enough to enable them to make Atonement for fome 
Sins, but not for all P Or if a Virtue was communicated to them from Him, 
whence was it that He did not communicate enough to take away all Sins ? 

3. Before any one can argue from thofe Words— The Lamb /lain from the Foun- 
dation of the World —in Proof that the Sufferings of Chrifl extended backwards in 
order that Repentance might be made efficacious with God, it muft be proved that 
the Words— Before the Foundation of the World —are to be joined or conflrued with 
the Word, J lain —and not with the preceeding Words— written in the Book of Life . 
For St John , when he explains the Myftery of the Bead, Rev. xvii. 8. fays. They 
that dwell on the Earth [null wonder , whofe Names were not written in the Book of 
Life from the Foundation of the World . 

But, 4, If this Argument proves any Thing, it proves that God is not in Him- 
felfG ood, or Kind, or Merciful to the proper Objefts of Mercy and Goodnefs. 
And if we deprive God of thofe Attributes, we reprefent him under a Charadler 
inconfiflent with all thofe Arguments by which Natural Reafon proves that He 
"has, and cannot but have, thofe Moral Attributes . Take away Jujlice and Mercy 
and Goodnefs from God, and fuppofe Him armed with Power and Knowledge alone, 
and a more formidable Image of Him cannot be framed. Whatever therefore is 
the Nature, Extent, Effect, of the Sufferings of Chrifl, they cannot make what 
is previoufly made ; they cannot do what is already done $ they cannot caufe in 
God what was antecedently in Him. Repentance therefore always had it’s Efficacy 
with God, and could not but produce Mercy in the Governor of the Univerfe, if 
the Penitent had made himfelf a proper Objefl of Mercy . 

Be it fo then, that the Sufferings of Chrifl did not <c render Repentance of the 

Efficacy that it has” with God, let us return to our Point: What were the 
Sins from which we were cleanfed by Chrifl ? Was it from all our wilful and 
prefumptuous Sins however or whenever committed. No ! For Thefe we are to 
account at the Day of Judgment ; and the Workers of Iniquity are then to be 
feverely punijhed . 

Was it then from all our Sins of Infirmity ? For it is certain that we are clean- 
fed from fome Sins ; and as we are to account for wilful Sins, what elfe but thofe 
of Infirmity are left, from which we are purged by Chrifl ? But is it poffible for 
a Being of Wifdom 9 Juftice 9 or Goodnefs to require of us what we cannot perform ? 
Can he expeft Brick in full Tale 9 and not allow us Straw P Or can it be recon¬ 
cilable to Mercy or Goodnefs , or even to Juflice itfelf, to punifh a Man for doing 
what is not in his Power to avoid? This would be obliging a Man to Impofli- 
fiilities: and therefore to purge away fuch Offences, cannot be the End of the 
Sufferings of Chri/i\ 

Was it then, in the laft Place, to expiate for our Negligences and Jgnorances y 
fuch as we pray to God to deliver us from P For thefe we certainly think ourfelves 
accountable , as they may be juftly imputable unto us ; and therefore we pray that 
we may be delivered from them: But then, why do we pray for Forgivenefs of 
thofe Faults which we believe Chrifl to have purged P Or why do we ojk Pardon , 
for what has long fince been wajhed away ? 
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The Queftion then ftill recurs, and ftill requires an explicit Anfwer,_What 

are the Sins of the World which were done away , purged , eleanfed by Chrift? 

The true Anfwer to this is,—That we are eleanfed from all thofe Sins, be 
they of what Kind or Degree foever, that the World, i. e. Jeiu or Gentile , had 
been guilty of, before they accepted the Terms of Reconciliation with God. 
The Condition of Pardon was not, that Men profefiing a Faith in Chrift might 
Sin on, and be forgiven ; but that they which believe in Chrift ftiould be forgiven 
what was paft , providedjthat thence forward they were careful to maintain good [ 
Works . The Forgivenefs promifed was defigned as an Encouragement to go on in ; 
Goodnefs, and not to fin more: And as all were to repent of what had been 
done in the Times of Ignorance and Unbelief, they were to amend their Lives, 
and not to perfevere in their former Follies. 

When our Saviour came into the World, he began his preaching with the 
Dodlrine of Repentance: Repent , fays he, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand . 
Matt. iv. 17. Mark i. 15. Repentance fuppofes a Law broken ; and our Saviour 
called upon Men to return to their Obedience to that Law which they had violated. 
He fuppofed the Knowledge of the One God, the Maker of Heaven and Earth, 
the Governor of the Univerfe, to be clearly feen from the Things made , even bis 
Eternal Power and Godhead: And he fuppofed a Law written in all Mens Hearts ; 
and in Confequence, a correfpondent Obligation to a Behaviour fuitable to fuch 
Principles. Now it is well known from Univerfal Hiftory, what were the 
Practices of all Mankind j and how much all the World, both Jews and Gentiles , 
had deviated from that Law to which they were called back by Chrift. The 
Gentile World was fo far alienated from the One God, that they were uni- 
verfally Idolaters: They had Gods many and Lords many ; and their Practices in 
Life were as bad as their Principles, being guilty-of all Sorts of Immoralities; 
or in the Language of St Paul , being filled with all Unrighteoufnefs. Rom. i. 29—31. 
The Jews indeed had not loft as the Gentiles had, the firft Principle of all Re- . 
ligion, the Belief of the One God, the Maker of Heaven and Earth ; but then 
in refpeft to the Violation of the great Law written in the Tables of their Hearts , 
they were moft grofs Offenders. They were anfwerable for their Mifcondudl on 
this account as well as the Gentiles ; and though they were not in every refpeft fo 
bad, yet they could not be jujlified, but could only plead lefs guilty , when charged 
with the Breach of the Law of Nature. 

Taking the World then as all Offenders againft the Law of God ; the 
Gentiles , as having revolted from, and in an aftual State of Rebellion againft God; 
and befides, guilty of a Violation of the Law of Nature, to which their Confciences 
bore witnefs, and which their Thoughts could not but approve. The Jews , as 
guilty of a conftant Breach of the fame Law , though not guilty of forfaking or 
revolting from the One God and Father of all,—When our Saviour appeared, lie 
called back the Jews to an Obedience to the Law which they had fo grievoufly 
violated : And he laid the Foundation for his Apoftles, and he gave it to them in 
Commiffion to go , and preach to all Nations , leaching them to obferve all Things 
whatever he had commanded them. Matt, xxviii. 19, 20. All were called back by 
Repentance to their Duties and to future Obedience to the Law which all had 
broken, viz. The Law of Truth and Right, to which their Confciences bore 
them Witnefs, that th«y ought to have obferved it, becaufe they were condemned 
in them]elves if they neglefted it, and they were felf approved if they obeyed it. 
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To encourage all to return to their Duties, and to perfevere fteadily in them, 
God was gracioufly pleafed to offer to Mankind the Forgivenefs of tbeir pajl Sins, 
and to grant them an Inheritance of Life eternal , of Glory , of Reign in Glory ; and 
he promifed too, to deem all fuch as (hould believe in his Son Jcfus Chrift, and 
would accept him as their Lord and Matter, as His Sons, Heirs of God , end Joint- 
Heirs with Chrijl. This is all Matter of Free Gift , of Grace or Favour , and what 
no one could pretend to any Claim of Right to; effecially confidering Mankind 
as all Sinners, and every particular Perfon as having offended againttone or both the 
great Laws of Duty, the Love of God, and the Lcve of our Neighbour, It was 
Sin that was the Caufe of Difp’eafure in God ; and it muff continue ttill to be fo ; 
iand it mutt for ever continue to be fo, ttnce God is always the fame, holy, juff # 
wife, good. But God was p’eafed in his great Love to Mankind, the better to en¬ 
courage them to return to their Duties, and to their Allegiance, to promife Pardon 
of all that was pajl, to pafs over , not to bring to Account, not to impute former 
Tranfgreflions, provided* they would accept the Conditions offered by ChrifFlf and' 
thus Sins pajl were no Obttruflions to his Grace "or Favour, And if they are made * 
no Objeftion or Hindrance to the Offer laid before us, then are We deanfed, 
purged ; our Sins are remitted, pajfed by, taken away ; and when there are no Sms 
imputed , or placed to our Account, we are looked upon as Holy , Saints, fuch as fball 
fee the Lord . 

The Gofpel of Chrift was commanded by him to be preached to all Nations, i, e, 
to Gentiles as well as Jews\ and the CommiiEon to the Apoftles was, to go into all 
the World, and to preach the Gofpel to every Creature , Mark xvi, 15. This mani- 
feftly fhews that there was no refpeft of Perfon with God, but whofoever feareth God, 
and wsrketh Righteoufnefs, is accepted of him . Now as the Sins of all that accepted 
Chrift, were thus pajl by, and were no Obftru&ions to the Goodnefs and Peace 
propofed by God to Man, the Sins of the whole World were taken away. Every 
Body, whether he were Jew or Gentile, Barbarian, Scythian, of whatever Nation, 
State or Condition, (provided* he was willing to accept the Conditions offered by 
God )—All had equally this Advantage, to have all their paft Sins not imputed to 
them; or, which amounts to the fame Thing, to have their Faith imputed to them 
for Right eoufnefs. In St Peters Expreflion, it is —Our old Sins purged away, 
2 Pet. i. 9. He means the Sins which we formerly had been guilty of, r 
hat clvtx dpapTiav. 

Having faid thus much in enquiring. What are the Sins taken away by Chrift, 
it may be worth while toconfider the Meaning of thofe Paflagesof Scripture, where 
either our Saviour himfelf forgave Sins, or commiflioned the Apoftles to do fo: 
For this will throw a further Light upon this Subject. 

"'"The great End of the Gofpel was to call Men to repent, and to be baptized in 
the Name of Jefus the Chrift for the Remiflion of Sins, A£ts ii. 38. And St Peter 
tells Cornelius , that to Him [viz, the Chrift] give all the Prophets Witnefs, that 
through His name , whofoever believeth in Him, Jhall receive Remiflion 0^ Sins, 
Ads x. 43. St Paul preached conftantly the fame Doftrine. Be it known unto 
you, fays he, that through this Man is preached unto you the Forgivenefs of Sins, 
Ads xiii. 38. And when he was fent by Chrift himfelf to the Gentiles, it was, 
to open their Eyes, and to turn them from Darknefs to Light, and from the Power 
of Satan to God , that they might receive Forgivenefs of Sins, chap, xxvi. 18. This 
Aflurance then was given to all, and to every particular Perfon, that if they would 
believe in Chrift, and for the future obey his Laws, all their Sins that they had 
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been guilty of, fhould be forgiven. And it was with a View to this great Defign of 
God, that Zacbarias , (when John Baptife was to be circumcifed) prophefied, fay¬ 
ing, That he was to give Knowledge of Salvation unto his People by the RemilHon of 
their Sins, Luke i. 77. 

As this was the great Motive to perfwade Men, and to induce them to come in¬ 
to the Belief of being the Chrift, it may be proper to obferve, that our Sa¬ 

viour made ufe of this Expreflion only to Perfons that had Faith in him, i. e. be¬ 
lieved in him as the Meffeab . Thus, They brought to him a Man feck of the Palfy— 
end Jefus feeing their FAITH, faid unto the Sick of the Palfy , Son be of good Cheer , 
thy Sins are forgiven thee, Matt . ix. 2. Mark ii. 5. Luke v. 20. In which 
Words he allured them of the Advantage and Privilege which the fick Man had by 
profelling his Faith in him. ''Some, that were prefent, not knowing the Meaning of 
our Saviour, began to reafon y faying , Who is this that fpeaketh Blafphemies? Who can 
forgive Sins but God alone, Luke v. 21. Mark ii. 7. Or as St Matthew , Certain 
of the Scribes faid within themfelvesy This man blafphemeth, chap. ix. 3 They cer¬ 
tainly reafoned right, that no one could forgive Offences againft God but himfelf ; 
more than one Man can forgive the Offences committed againft another. But they 
knew not the Defign or Nature of the Gofpel, which was to proclaim the good 1 
News of God's reconciling the World unto himfelf in Chrift, not imputing their Tref- 
pafles unto them , 2 Cor. v. 19. Their Ignorance of this moft important Point, 
did not lead our Saviour at that Time to explain himfelf any farther; but he ap¬ 
pealed to the miraculous Cure done before their Eyes— Why reafon ye thefe Things 
in your Hearts ? Whether is it eafeer to fay to the Sick of the Palfy , Thy Sins be for¬ 
given thee, or to fay y Arife , and take up thy Bed and walk y Matt. ix. 5. Mark ii. 
8, 9. Which of thefe is eafieft, To work a miraculous Cure, or to forgive Sins ? 
Both equally imply an extraordinary Power or Commilfion from God. But that 
ye may know that the Son of Man hath Power on Earth to forgive Sins— 7 fay unto 
thee , Arifey and take up thy Bed , and go thy Way unto thine Houfe> Matt. ix. 6. 

The fick Man here believed in our Lord, as much as thofe did who brought 
him for his Cure. When therefore Jefus faw THEIR FAITH, (not only the 
Faith of thofe that brought him, but of the Man himfelf) he faid to him, Softy thy 
Sins are forgiven thee . It is ufually faid, that this Sicknefs, or Diforder of Body, 
arole from feme Sin in the Man , and was the proper Punifhment of fuch Sin. Dr 
Whitby fays, “ Our Lord here fpeaks of Remiflion, not of the eternal Punijh - 
“ ments y but of the temporal Puniftiments infli&ed on Sinners." And accordingly 
in his Paraphrafe he fays, “ Whether is eafier to fay. Thy Sins be forgiven thee, 
44 or to fay, Arife, take up thy Bed and walk, which is a certain Indication, that 
4t the Sins which brought upon him that Diforder, are pardoned, or that this Pu- 
44 nifhment of them is remitted." Others too talk in the fame Manner, as if this 
Difeafe was the Confequence of Sins which he had committed. But as this is all afe 
ferted without the leaft Evidence, the natural Meaning of the Words, confiftent 
with the whole Tenor of the Gofpel, and agreeable to the Aflertion of our Lord, 
that the Son of Man had Power upon Earth to forgive Sins, is infinitely to be pre¬ 
ferred. Our Saviour firft tells the Sick of the Palfey and them that brought him, 
the Ejfett of that Faith which he perceived in them y and what was the Promife 
made by God to all that believed — Son y thy Sins are forgiven. This juftly appeared 
to them, who knew not the Defign of the Gofpel, to be Blafphemy: For they 
knew not that Remiffeon of Sins was intended to all who believed in Chrift. As an 
Evidence then that the Son of Man did not blafphemey but afted by a real Com- 
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miffion from God, he faid to them, Which of thefe two is eafieft ? To fay, as I 
did, Tby Sins be forgiven thee, or to cure the Man in a miraculous Manner, by on¬ 
ly bidding him arije and walk. If God has pleafed to grant me fuch a miraculous 
Power, ye may know that I have Power on Earth to remit Sins. 

It cannot be proved, that the Cures done by our Saviour, were ever done upon 
fuch Perfous as had brought them upon themfelves by any Intemperance, or Irregu¬ 
larity in Life: Nor that this was the Ground of our Saviour’s Words —Tby Sins 
are forgiven thee. It is true, that fome have made this Inference from the Inftance 
of the infirm Man at the Lake of Bttbefda . Our Saviour firft cured this Man: 
Afterwards he met him in the Temple, (very probably he was there thanking 
God for the Cure he had received) and there our Lord faid unto him, Sr* no more 
left a worfe Thing happen to thee, John v. 14. Hence it has been haftily and un¬ 
charitably inferred, that his former Infirmity was owing to fome Sin or other that he 
had been guilty of. 

But admitting him to have been guilty of fome Sin, does it follow that, h's Jn- 
firmity was owing to that ? Were thofe Galileans , whofe Blood Pilate mixed with 
their Sacrifices , greater Sinners than other Galileans, becaufe they fuffered fuch 
Things ? Or were thofe Eighteen on whom the Tower of Si loam fell, greater Sin¬ 
ners than others, becaufe they fuffered fuch Things? Luke xiii. 2, 4. Or did the 
blind Man fin , or his Parents , that he was born blind, John ix. 3. Whence 
then is it, that Men will prefumptuoufly argue from Sufferings to Sins, or Judgments 
of God \ and load an unhappy Mortal with Crimes , 'which are the Imputations 
of mere Imagination ? 

Yes; but oar Saviour faid, Sin no more. Thence it is inferred that the poor in¬ 
firm Man had been guilty of fome bad Crime, which had brought upon him a 
Thirty-eight Years Infirmity : And he is threatned with fomething worfe if he finned 
again . The Truth is, the Advice not to fin more , does not relate to the caufe oi 
his Infirmity, but was the proper Inftruftion given by our Saviour to a true Difci- 
ple of his, whofe former Sins were pajfed over and forgiven ; and he was bid not to 
Sin more , becaufe his future Sins would expofe him to the Wrath of God, to whom 
he would become accountable for them \ and the Sufferings for them would be 
much worfe than what he had fuffered from his Infirmity. 

Whilft the Son of Man was upon Earth he frequently forgave the Sins of fuch 
as had Faith. Sometimes he expreffed himfelf in a different manner, as the Occa- 
fion might require : But ft ill the Forgivenefs of Sins > never implied a Forgivenefs of 
all, Future as well as paft , Sins, but only of fuch as w ere pafti and he required for 
the Future a Spirit of Goodnefs and Holinefs. When a certain Woman expreffed 
an extraordinary Degree of Love and Affeftion for Him, and began to wajh his Feet 
with Tears , and did wipe them with the Hairs of her Head, and kijfed his Feet and 
anointed them, and with all fuch Marks ihewed her real Belief in-Him,-as The 
Chrift ,—He faid unto Peter , Her Sins which are many are forgiven \ and immedi¬ 
ately turning to the Woman faid— Thy Sins are forgiven , Luke vii. 47, 48. This 
Sort of Language, not underftood by them that fat at meat with him, made them 
fay within themfelves. Who is This that forgiveth Sins alfo: Upon this our Saviour 
explained himfelf no farther, but faid to the Woman, Thy Faith bath faved thee , 
Go in peace . v. 49, 50. She was a fincere Convert to Chrift : She believed in Him ; 
and in confequence was entitled to the Reward of her Faith , which was, That all 
her paft Sins were remitted, 
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What is here faid will give us the true Meaning of that remarkable Commiffion 
given to the Apoftles— Whofefoever Sins ye remit, they are remitted to them ; and 
whofefoever Sins ye retain, they are retained. John xx. 23. The Apoftles were 
empowered to preach the Gofpel to the World ; and to encourage Men to embrace 
it, they were to preach Repentance and Remiffion of Sins in the Name of Chrift, 
and thus we find them acting throughout the Hiftory of their Preachings. No 
more than this is implied in that Grant to St Peter, Matt, xvi. 19. And after¬ 
wards in the like Grant to the Apojilee, Matt, xviii. 18. Our Savior faid unto 
Peter —/ will give unto thee the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven , and whatfoever 
thou Jhalt bind on Earth Jhall be bound in Heaven : and whatfoever thou / halt loofe on 
Earth jhall be loofed in Heaven. By having the Keys, lie was to open the Kingdom, 
for the true Believers of Chriftianity to enter. And this he did, by being the 
Eirjl that preached the Gofpel to both Jews and Gentiles. To the former in his 
Difcoiirfe to them Afts. IL 38. Repeat and behaptifed ewry one pf you in the Ngme 
of Jefus Chrfft for the Remiffion of Sins. And again in the next Chapter—Re¬ 
pent ye therefore and be converted, that your Sins may be blotted out, when the time 
of refreflnng Jloall come from the prefence of the Lord. A£is iii. 19. When the 
Kingdom of Heaven was opened to the Gentiles by Peter, Cornelius was told that 
through the Name of Jefus, whofoever believeth on him Jhall receive Remiffion of Sins. 
Afts x. 43. And thus, and thus only, had Peter the Power of the Keys. But 
then the fame Commiflion toipreachibe fame great Truth of Remiffion of Sins to all 
that believed the .Gofpel, was given to all the reft of the Apoftl.es equally: and 
Peter's being the Fir ft that delivered this Do&rine after the Death of bis. Mafter, 
was no Foundation for Pre-eminence, Authority, nr Superiority over others, more than 
an Appointment to fpeak firjl in an Aflem bly of Equals is a Grant of Jurifdiftion 
over them. 

In the fame manner is St PauTs Commiflion, and his confequent preaching, to 
be underftood. When he was reftored to his .Sight by Ananias, he was exhorted 
to wafh away his own Sins. A£ts xxii. 16. And he was ordained to preach to the 
Gentiles, that they might receive Forgivenefs of Sins. A&s xxyi. 18. What now 
was the Do&rine he taught the Gentiles ? Be it known unto you, Men and Brethren , 
that through this Man [Jefus] is preached unto you the Forgivenefs of Sins. Afts xiii. 
38. Whflft he preached in this manner Remiffion of Sins, he maintained a^- 
furreftion, -and a Day of Judgment, and future Punifkments to fuch as were contentious 
and would not obey the Truth, even Indignation and Wrath , Tribulation and Anguifh % 
on every Soul of Man that doth'Evil. Rom. ii. 8, 9. 

It was not then the abfurd Notions and Practices of the Church of Rome, that 
the great Apoftle of Chrift preached : It was not the Remiffion of theS/«j of fuch 
Chriftians as lived in the Violation of the Gofpel, that Chrift commiffioned his Dif- 
ciples to teach or to pra£life; It was not the Do&rine or Practice of Human Ab - 
folutions, given to Sinners after their coming to the Knowledge of the Truth: It 
was not any thing that would countenance in any degree a Life of Sin: But it 
was a rational, confiftent, kind, merciful, Promife, that would encourage Virtue 
and Goodnefs; difeourage Sin for the future j and make every reafonable Creature 
lay hold of Eternal Life, that gracious Gift of God through Jefus Chrift our 
Lord, 
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cx. explained - Int. xxxviii. 
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Repent a£^Aiorlace far - 21 6 


whether accepted through 
the Sufferings of Chrift 247 

Reproach of Chrift, what - - 196 
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Sacrifices, their Intent 60, 142 

Propitiatory, for what ap¬ 
pointed *-» ■ ■ 117 

Sacrifices, 
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Sacrifices, did not derive their Efficacy 

from the Sacrifice of Chrift 248, 
127 

Kepetieion of them fhews 
their Imperfeftion 147 

Could not take away ali Sin 148 
The End of them 158 

Chrift, why called a Sacri- 
.y fice — 100, ioi, 141 

' Wpc*** Difference between Jewifli, 

>■/ and That of Chrift — 161 

“Saints, who 28 

Sanflify — - ibid. 

Sarah's Faith - ■ 106 

Laughing - ibid. 

Scripture, the Nominative Cafe to Said 

in the firft Chapter — 1 o, 18 
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T 45 
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taken away by Chrift — 8, 250 
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Sion, Mount, it’s Situation 218, 219 
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ufed figuratively — 1*, *0 

of God ■ ■ 10 

Sprinkling of Blood, what it fignified 13 z, 

223 

with Water — 165, 166 
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Pag. 

Tabernacle of Chrift — 12 r 
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TeAtfamW, what 20 g 
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Teftarnent, not the Meaning of S/Mm 

in this Epiftle 128, 129 

io ^ e *l u * te °f >eh ' whence 
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Giafl&p - — 175 

TvfMTetvira, what > 201 

Types, whether any in the Old Tefta- 
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Church — Int. xlvi. Sec. 
muft imply Intention to prefigure 42 
the Meaning of the Word 
throughout the New Tefta- 
ment — 138—140 


Unclean, what -- 123 

Volume of the Book, what *— 153 
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Wildemefs, the general Plan of this E~ 
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of the Children of Ifrael 
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Will or Teftarnent, not the Meaning of 
cf/ctO/iJui in this Epiftle — 


_ V, 


FINIS 



BOOKS printed for JOHN and PAUL KNAPTON* 

AND WROTE BY 

The Rev. ARTHUR ASHLET STKES, D. D. 

A BRIEF Difcourfe concerning the Credibility of Miracles and Revelation; wherein 
the Credibility of the Gofpel Miracles is Ihewn, notwithftanding all later Miracles- 
may be rejedted as fi&itious. Price 3;. 6 d. 

Two Quell ions, previous to Dr Middleton's Free Enquiry, impartially confidered, viz. 
Which are the Grounds upon which the Credibility of Miracles in general is founded and 
upon what Grounds the Miracles of the Gofpel in particular are credible, 8vo. Price zs. 

Two-Quell ions, previous to Dr Middleton's free Enquiry , See. Part II. In which the 
Evidence for the Miracles of the primitive Church is fully examined into; and the Miracles 
of the Gofpel are Ihewn to have fure Marks of Credibility. Price zs. 

An Eflay on the Nature, Delign, and Origin of Sacrifices, 8vo. Price 4 s. Ed. 

The Principles and Connexion of Natural and Revealed Religion diilinftly confidered, 
8vo. Price 6 s. 

An Examination of Dr Warhurton' s Account of the Conduit of the antient Legiflator?, 
of the Double Doftrine of the old Philofophers, of th* Tii»o«*vy ot the Jews, and of 
Sir Ifaac Newton's Chronoloev. -t*. 

A Defence of the Examination of Dr Warhurton s Account of the Theocracy of the Jews, 
Price is. 6 d. 

An Inquiry into the Meaning of Demoniacs in the New Tellament. Price be, 

A Differ tat ion on the Eclipfe mentioned by Phlegon ; or, An Inquiry whether that 
Eclipfe had any Relation to the Darknefs which happened at our Saviour’s Paffion. Price 
1 /. 6 d. 

A Defence of the Differtation on the Eclipfe, in which Mr Whijon's Oblervations are 
particularly confidered. Price is. : , 

A fecond Defence of the Differtation, in which Mr Chapman's Objeftions are particularly 
confidered. Price 1 /. 

The Ionocency of Error afferted and vindicated. The third Edition, very much enlarged 
and improved by the Author. Price 6 d . 

A Vindication of the Account of the Double Doftrine of the Ancients, in Anfwer to a 
critical Inquiry into the Practices of the Antient Philofophers. Price 6 <4 



